
Papio-Pli s s o u r i  River  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  D i s t r i c t  
Rul es and R e g u l a t i o n s  

PaDio T r a i l s  System 

Under a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of L.B. 861, C h a o t e r  232-90 and . 
92 of t h e  E i g h t y - e i g h t h  S e s s i o n  of  t h e  Nebraska  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  
f o l  1 o w l  ng R u l  es and  Regul a t i  o n s  are a d o p t e d  by t h e  P a p i  o-Mi s s o u r i  k i  v e r  
Natural  Resources Dis t r ic t  t o  gove rn  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  u s e ,  o p e r a t i o n ,  
m a i n t e n a n c e  and p r o t e c t i o n  r e c r e a t i o n a l  t r a i  1s u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  s a i d  
D i s t r i c t .  Under other  p r o v i s i o n s  of L.B. 861, a n y  p e r s o n  

a)  who camps, p i c n i c s ,  h i k e s ,  backpacks ,  or e n g a g e s  i n  any  o t h e r  
u n a u t h o r i z e d  a c t i v i t y  on t h e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  t ra i l  on l a n d  n o t  
d e s i g n a t e d  as  a camping ,  p i c n i c k i n g ,  h i k i n g ,  b a c k p a c k i n g ,  or 
o t h e r  s i m i l a r  area b y  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o r  f a i l s  t o  o b s e r v e  t h e  
p o s t e d  c o n d i t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  u s e  of s u c h  l a n d :  or 

b )  who l i g h t s  a n y  t y p e  of  f i re .  u s e s  a n y  f i r e w o r k s ,  s m o k e s  t o b a c c o  
i n  any  f a r m ,  or leaves u n a t t e n d e d  or u n e x t i n g u i s h e d  a n y  f i r e  O+ 

any  t y p e  i n  any  l o c a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  t r a i l  system, when n o t  
p e r m i t t e d  by t h e  D i s t r i c t :  or 

c)  who b r i n g s  upon,  p o s s e s s e s ,  grazes, m a i n t a i n s ,  or a l lows  t o  run  
a t  large a n y  p e t ,  d o m e s t i c  a n i m a l ,  or p o u l t r y  i n  t h e  t r a i l  
sys t em when n o t  p e r m i t t e d  by t h e  D i s t r i c t :  or  

d )  who h u n t s ,  f i s h e s ,  t r a p s ,  h a r v e s t s  f u r ,  or u5es firearms, bow 
and  a r r o w ,  or a n y  o the r  p r o j e c t i l e  weapon o r  d e v i c e  i n  t h e  
t ra i l  s y s t e m  when n o t  p e r m i t t e d  by t h e  D i s t r i c t :  or 

e) who s w i m s .  b a t h e s ,  b o a t s ,  wades,  uses a n y  f l o t a t i o n  d e v i c e ,  o r  
e n g a g e s  i n  a n y  o t h e r  w a t e r - r e l a t e d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  
t ra i l  s y s t e m  when n o t  p e r m i t t e d  by t h e  D i s t r i c t :  or 

f 1 who, w i t h o u t  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  , damages,  destroys,  
uses, or removes a n y  p u b l i c ,  real  or p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  
t r a i l  system, c o n s t r u c t s  or i n s t a l l s  a n y  p r i v a t e l y  owned 
structure i n  t h e  t ra i l  system, or e n t e r s  or r e m a i n s  upon a l l  or 
any  p o r t i o n  of t h e  t r a i l  s y s t e m  when a p p r o p r i a t e  s i g n s  or 
p u b l i c  n o t i c e s  p r o h i b i t i n g  s u c h  a c t i v i t y  h a v e  been  e r e c t e d  or 
d i s p l a y e d :  or  

g) who a b a n d o n s  a n y  motor v e h i c l e ,  t r a i le r ,  or o t h e r  conveyance  i n  
or on t h e  t r a i l  sys t em:  or 

h) who sells, t r a d e s ,  or v e n d s  a n y  goods ,  p r o d u c t s ,  o r  commodi t ies  
of a n y  t yoe  i n  t h e  t r a i l  s y s t e m  when n o t  p e r m i t t e d  b y  t h e  
Dis t r ic t ;  or 

i )  who c u t s  down. or  removes i n  a n y  way, a n y  tree, s h r u b .  bush or 
p l a n t ,  

s h a l l  b e  g u i l t y  of a C l a s s  V misdemeanor ,  which ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  l a w ,  is 
p u n i s h a b l e  by a maximum f i n e  of o n e  hundred  d o l l a r s .  



The R u l e s  and R e g u l a t i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  h e r e a f t e r  s h a l l  a p p l y ,  and b e  
a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  a l l  p e r s o n s  e n t e r i n g ,  u s i n g ,  v i s i t i n g ,  or  who are 
o t h e r w i s e  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  oi t h e  t r a i l  system c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  
D i s t r i c t .  These  R u l e s  and R e g u l a t i o n s  are  e f f e c t i v e  a s  of A p r i l  11, 
1991. 

A. DEFINITIONS - 
1) D i s t r i c t :  The Papio-Missour i  R i v e r  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  Distr ic t  

2) Board: The Board of Directors of t h e  Pap io -Missour i  R ive r  
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  D i s t r i c t  

3) Genera l  Manaaer: The  c h i d  e x e c u t i v e  of t h e  Papio-Missouri  
R i v e r  N a t u r a l  Resources D i s t r i c t ,  h i r e d  by t h e  b o a r d  of 
D i  rect ors. 

4) - Law Enforcement  Off icer :  Any d u l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  and  c r e d e n t i a l e d  
local , state,  or federal 1 a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  off icer .  

5 )  T r a i l s  A r e a  o r  Svstem: A l l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  t ra i l s  and t r a i l  
s y s t e m s  on l a n d  owned or u n d e r  easemen t  t o ,  a n d  a d m i n i s t e r e d  
by,  t h e  Papio-Missour i  River  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  D i s t r i c t .  

-- 

6) D i s t r i c t  Emoloyee: An employee  of t h e  Pap io -Missour i  R i v e r  
Natural  R e s o u r c e s  D i s t r i c t  

B. RULES AND REGULATIONS --- 
1) Hours  of o p e r a t i o n  

a) The t r a i l s  w i l l  b e  open  d a i l y  between t h e  h o u r s  of 5 : O O  a .m.  
and 11:OO p.m. 

b )  The D i s t r i c t  may e s t a b l i s h  a r e a s o n a b l e  u s e  s c h e d u l e  for a l l  
p o r t i o n s  o f  a t ra i  1 area and  close t o  pub1 i c  use a l l ,  or  any 
p o r t i o n  of a t r a i l  area, when n e c e s s a r y  for  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of 
a n  area for t h e  safety and w e l f a r e  of p e r s o n s  or  p r o p e r t y ,  by 
t h e  p o s t i n g  of  a p p r o p r i a t e  s i g n s .  

2) P e r m i t t e d  A c t i v i t i e s  

a) The f o l l o w i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  are p e r m i t t e d  on t h e  t ra i l  system: 
wa lk ing ,  j o g g i n g ,  b i k i n g ,  roller s k a t e s ,  i n - l i n e  roller 
s k a t e s ,  s k a t e b o a r d s ,  a n d  cross c o u n t r y  s k i i n g .  

3) D o g s ,  C a t s  and  P e t s  

a) Dogs, ca t s ,  and o t h e r  p e t s  are p r o h i b i t e d  u n l e s s  t h e y  are 
crated, c a g e d ,  o r  on a l e a s n  of no  m o r e  t h a n  6 ( s i x ;  f e e t  i n  
1 eng th .  

b )  Dogs, ca t s ,  or o t h e r  p e t s  r u n n i n g  a t  l a r g e  and  o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e  

be d i s p o s e d  of by a n y  D i s t r i c t  employee or l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  
o f f i ce r ,  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of o u b l i c  s a f e t y  and  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of 

act of k i l l i n g ,  i n j u r i n g ,  or  m o l e s t i n g  humans o r  w i l d l i f e  may - 



wi Id1 if e. 

C) A11 equestrian activity is prohibited on the trail area without 
orior written authorization by the District. 

4) Other Livestock 

a) Grazing or ranging domestic animals or  poultry is prohibited 
without prior written authorization by the District. 

5 )  Motorized Vehicles 

a) All motorized vehicles shall be prohibited on the trail area 
except wheelchairs operated by the mobility impaired, emergency 
vehicles and equipment, and District maintenance vehicles. 

6) Intoxication: Consumption of Alcohol 

a) Consumpti on and'/or possessi on of a1 coho1 i c beverages wi thin the 
trail system owned and ooerated by the District is orohibitea. 

7) Di sorderl y Conduct 

a) Disorderly conduct, as defined in the Nebraska State Statutes, 
is prohibited. 

8 )  Traffic (trailusers1 

a) Pedestrians have the right-of-way. 

b )  Trailusers shall keep to the right and walk or ride in single 
file, whenever practical. 

c) Trailusers ohall announce their presence and their intention to 
pass (on the left side). 

d) Trailusers shall pull off to the side of the trail when 
stopped. 

e) Trailusers shall obey all posted signs. 

f 1 Bikers snall slow to a safe speed when approaching or passing 
pedestrians. 

9) Sanitation 

a) All garbage, papers, cans, bottles, waste materials, and 
rubbish cf any kind must be deposited in containers designated 
f o r  the disposal thereof or removed from the area. 

b )  Draining or dumping of refuse or wastes from any source within 
the trail system is prohibited. 

C) Polluting or contaminating in any manner any watershed, water 
supplies, or water used for  drinking purposes is prohibited. 



d) Depositing any body waste in or on any portion of the trail or 
other public structure except into fixturrs provided for that 
purpose is prohibited. 

f) Using District refuse containers or other refuse facilities for 
dumping household or commercial garbage or trash brought as 
such from private property is prohibited. 

10) Vending 

a) Vending, including mobile venders, o+ various goods and 
services, products, and commodities is prohibited. 

b) The sale or distribution of printed matter within the trail 
area without prior written authorization from the General 
Manager o+ the District is prohibited, except that printed 
matter may be personally handed to individuals willing to 
accept it. 

11) Firearms, Explosives, or Fireworks 

a) The use or possession of explosives, Sirearms, ammunition, 
loaded projectile firing devices, bows and arrows, CJ-~SS~OWS, 
and explosive devices of any kind, is prohibited unless in the 
possession o-f a iederal, state, or local law enforcement 
of-ficer, or authorized District employee. Fireworks are also 
prohibited without written, prior authorization by the 
District . 

12) Standards 

The standards established in these regulations are in 
furtherance of the preservation and protection of the natural, 
scenic, historic, pastoral, and fish and wildlife values, and 
provide for the enhancement of the recreation values of the 
trail area. 

Use and development of property will be in conformance with 
applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and 
ordi nanc es . 
Development, improvement, and use of the property will not 
materially detract from the scenic, natural, historic, 
pastoral, and wildlife values of the area. 

All new utilities will be underground when feasible. 

No structures or other improvements will be constructed in or 
encroaching upon Streambeds, banks, and floodplains o+ live or 
intermittent streams. Streambeds, banks, and floodplains will 
not be disturbed, except as may be necessary to construct, 
operate, and maintain irrigation, fisheries. utilities, roads, 
and si mi 1 a r  f aci 1 i ti es or improvements. CIny such necessary 
encroachment will avoid impeding water flow, sedimentation 0-f 
streams. or entrance of deleterious materials into streams- 



13) E x c e p t i o n s  t o  r e g u l a t i o n s  

a )  No th ing  i n  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  s h a l l  b e  c o n s t r u e d  as  p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  
Pap io -Missour i  R i v e r  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  D i s t r i c t  or t h e i r  d u l y  
a p p o i n t e d  a g e n t s  or employees  f r o m  t h e  c o n d u c t  of t h e i r  
a s s i g n e d  d u t i e s  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  m a i n t e n a n c e .  and  
deve lopmen t  of areas owned or c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  D i s t r i c t .  

b )  I n  t h e  e v e n t  of  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r ,  s ta te  or n a t i o n a l  emergency,  
c i v i  1 d i s o r d e r ,  a c c i d e n t ,  or o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e i  n t h e  
c o n d u c t  of a c t i v i t i e s  o t h e r w i s e  p e r m i t t e d  u n d e r  t h e s e  
r e g u l a t i o n s  may c o n s t i t u t e  a h a z a r d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  
s a fe ty ,  or welfare ,  o r  i n h i b i t  r e s c u e ,  r e c o v e r y ,  p o s t - d i s a s t e r ,  
or deve lopmen t  o p e r a t i o n s ,  management p e r s o n n e l  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  
are h e r e w i t h  s p e c i f i c a l l y  empowered a n d  d i r e c t e d  t o  t a k e  such  
measures a t  t h e i r  d i s p o s a l  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  
safety,  a n d  w e l f a r e  and t o  e x p e d i t e  r e s c u e ,  recovery, and 
o p e r a t i o n s  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  s u s p e n s i o n  of a n y  or all 
a c t i v i t i e s  c o n t e m p l a t e d  i n  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  or a n y  area or 
p o r t i o n  of a n y  area owned or c o n t r o l l e d  by  t h e  D i s t r i c t  and t h e  
t e m p o r a r y  c l o s u r e  a n d / o r  a n y  s u c h  area. 

14) R e g u l a t i o n s  amendments or c h a n g e s  

a) The Board reserves t h e  r i g h t  t o  amend or c h a n g e  t h e  r u l e s  and 
r e g u l a t i o n s  fo r  t h e  t r a i l  area as deemed n e c e s s a r y .  

Dated  a n d  approved  by t h e  Board of Directors of t h  Papio-Missour i  
R i v e r  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  D i s t r i c t  t h i s  & h a y  of .-&&=,/ , 1991. 

ai r p e r s o n  
P-MRNRD Board of D i r + o r s  

P-MRNRD Board of Directo s f 


