
 

Agenda Item: 13. 

 

MEMORANDUM  

 

TO THE BOARD: 

 

SUBJECT: General Manager’s Report 

 

DATE:  April 13, 2017 UPDATED 

 

FROM: John Winkler, General Manager 

 

 
 

A. INFORMATION/EDUCATION REPORT: The Information and Education Report 

detailing Information and Education activities for the month of March 2017, is attached for 

your review. 

 

B. PERSONNEL/MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: 

 

1.  After 40 years as District Education Coordinator, Emmett Egr is retiring from his 

position as Information/Education Coordinator on May 5th.  Emmett started his career with 

the District in 1976 and is the 2nd Information/Education Coordinator the District has ever 

had.  He initiated several successful programs and received numerous NACD newsletter 

awards throughout the years.  He was the former President of the Nebraska Chapter of the 

Public Relations Society of America.  Under his leadership our District influenced and led 

Districts across the state in their informational campaigns: websites, social media, and 

programing.  He is most proud of the television informational campaigns that he produced 

for the District.  Emmett is looking forward to retirement and enjoying more time fishing 

and traveling with his wife Barbara.  I wish Emmett all the best!  

 

2.  Surveyor/GIS Technician/Pipe Inspector: Shawn French has been hired as the District’s 

Surveyor/GIS Tech/Pipe Inspector.  His first day of employment for the District was 

Monday, April 10th.  Shawn holds certifications in GIS and Geospatial Technology from 

South Dakota School of Mines and Technology, as well as a Master’s Degree in Eastern 

Archaeology and Languages, and a Bachelor’s Degree in Exegetical Theology. I would like 

to welcome Shawn to the P-MRNRD staff.   

 

3. The District received correspondence from Bitco Insurance regarding a field operations 

survey along Thompson Creek.  The focus of the survey was to determine hazards regarding 

working around construction equipment, falls off equipment, construction equipment traffic 

patterns, and other general liability exposures.  Special thanks to Pat McEvoy for his time 

during this survey.  The District has also been notified that it has been designated as one of 

the “Safest Companies in the Greater Omaha Area!”  The District will be recognized with 

the Award of Distinction, at the Greater Omaha Chapter, National Safety Council Awards 

Luncheon on May 24, 2017.  All P-MRNRD employees are to be commended for this 

honor.  I would like to acknowledge the work of our Safety Coordinator, Nicole Gust, 

and the members of the P-MRNRD Safety Committee: Michael Grube, Austin Hill, 

Lori Laster, Pat McEvoy, DJ Rees, Terry Schumacher and Deb Ward.  

 



 

4.  Omaha Magazine – Family Guide has published an “exemplary educator” article on the 

District’s Environmental Education Program, entitled “Austen Hill, Wild about Teaching 

Kids to be Wild”.  Austen has been with the District for seven years and continues to do an 

excellent job in teaching environmental education that reach children from pre-elementary 

through high school.  Great job Austen!   

 

5.  The District has received correspondence from Olsson Associates regarding an update to 

their contract for the Groundwater Management Plan and FYRA Engineering regarding the 

Missouri River Federal Levee Systems R-613/R-616 Fee Status.  Their letters are attached 

for your review.  

 

C. REPORT ON PURCHASES – CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES AND PERSONAL PROPERTY:  Pursuant to Board direction, the report 

indicating construction services, professional services and personal property purchases from 

the month of March 2017, is attached for your review.  Please review this report and contact 

me if you have any questions.  

 

D. CURRENT AND ON-GOING PROJECTS – P-MRNRD LEGAL COUNSEL: A copy 

of current and on-going projects for District Legal Counsel, Husch Blackwell, as of March 

13, 2017, is attached for your review.  I would ask each Director to review this report.  If you 

have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

 

E. PAPILLION CREEK WATERSHED PARTNERSHIP REPORT:  The Papillion Creek 

Watershed Partnership Subcommittee meeting scheduled for March 23, 2017, was 

cancelled.  The next Partnership meeting is scheduled for April 27, 2017. 

 

F. NEWS CLIPS: 

 

 March 13, 2017, Omaha World Herald article, UNO seeks funds for Missouri River 

research station, including 90-foot observation tower 

 March 13, 2017, Omaha World Herald article, Papio-Missouri NRD approves draft of 

groundwater management plan 

 March 15, 2017, Bellevue Leader article, Levee demands frustrating officials 

 March 15, 2017, Bellevue Leader article, Making the Grade 

 March 23, 2017, Omaha World Herald article, Nebraska lawmakers hear testimony on bill 

to ban local governments from hiring lobbyists with tax money 

 March 30, 2017, Omaha World Herald article, Omaha City Council approves 

development package for ‘visionary’ $1.2 billion project near Boys Town 

 April 3, 2017, Omaha World Herald article, Pleasant season may spring from early rain in 

Omaha metro area 

 April 3, 2017, Associated Press article, Army Corps of Engineers brought to court over 

complaints about 2011 Missouri River flooding 

 April 10, 2017, Omaha World Herald article, Sarpy County says its residents pay more 

property taxes than Douglas County’s, asks state to step in 

 April 10, 2017, Omaha World Herald article, Lincoln bike-share program gears up for fall 

start 

 April 12, 2017, Omaha World Herald article, Sarpy County says sewer funding plan is 

necessary for development 

 April 13, 2017, Omaha World Herald article, Scott Bovick, Dan Hoins picked as Sarpy 

County administrator finalists 






























































