Natural Resources Conservation Service
Report To
Papio-Missouri River NRD Board
July 13, 2017
Neil Jensen, District Conservationist

NRCS OFFICE UPDATES
Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP)
NRCS was notified that we received and additional
$200,000.00 in EQIP funds within the Papio-Missouri
River NRD. The types of practices that will be funded
with the addition funds include cover crops, grassed
waterways and water and sediment & water control
basins.
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
9 CSP applications have been preapproved within the
Papio-Missouri River NRD. These 9 participants have a wide variety of practices
planned. Practices included:
 Cover Crop
 Nutrient Management
 Pest Management
 Critical Area Planting (Ephemeral Control)
 Pasture Planting
 Prescribed Grazing
 Tree/Shrub Establishment
 Forest Stand Improvement
 Conservation Cover (Pollinator Habitat)

Natural Resources Conservation Service accepting
funding applications through July 21.
The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) has funding available to help Nebraska’s
farmers control erosion on their cropland. This funding
is available through a special Ephemeral Gully Control
Initiative under the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program. Eligible producers have until July 21 to apply.
According to NRCS, recipients of USDA program benefits – like federal crop
insurance subsidies and conservation program payments – are required to control
erosion on all cropland determined to be highly erodible. The funding available
through this special initiative can help farmers meet that requirement.
Conservation practices such as cover crops and grassed waterways are good
solutions for controlling ephemeral gullies, which is required by conservation
compliance provisions. Conservation buffers are effective in controlling erosion
from both water and wind and help protect the soil, improve air and water quality,
enhance fish and wildlife habitat, and beautify the landscape.
According to NRCS, over the last couple of decades, there has been a continual
decrease in grassed waterways due largely to the adoption of large-scale farming
equipment and conservation cropping systems that rely heavily on herbicides to
control weeds. On some fields, this has led to increased erosion and ephemeral
gullies.
Ephemeral gullies are those rough spots where water concentrates and causes soil
to wash away, creating small ditches. While the damage to cropland appears to be
small, if not controlled, the negative impacts like loss of inputs, decreased soil
health and yields can be significant. Plus, it can cause farmers to be out of
compliance with USDA’s Food Security Act requirements.
NRCS wants to encourage producers who have ephemeral erosion on their
cropland to take this opportunity to address this issue. Our conservationists are
available to work with farmers one-on-one to develop a custom conservation plan
to help keep farmers in compliance with USDA Farm Bill requirements and keep
their farm ground healthy and productive.
For more information, and to apply for funding through this special initiative, visit
NRCS in your local USDA Service Center before July 21.
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