
 

Agenda Item: 14. 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO THE BOARD: 

 

SUBJECT: General Manager’s Report 

 

DATE:  August 8, 2017 - UPDATED 

 

FROM:  John Winkler, General Manager 

 
 
 

A. INFORMATION/EDUCATION REPORT: The Information and Education Report detailing 

Information and Education activities for the month of July 2017, is attached for your review. 

 

B. PERSONNEL/MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: 
 

1.  The District will be holding its semi-annual Blood Drive on Tuesday, August 15, 2017, from 

10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Anyone interested in participating should contact Nicole Gust.  The event 

flyer is attached. 

 

2.   The District received correspondence from Eric Balcom, Bitco Insurance regarding a field 

operations survey he conducted on July 19th.  The focus of the survey was to determine 

hazards regarding working around construction equipment, falls off equipment, construction 

equipment traffic patterns, and other general liability exposures.  No recommendations for 

improvement were noted.  Special thanks to Bill Warren for his time during this survey.  Mr. 

Balcom’s letter is attached for your review.   
 

3.  Congratulations to Joe Riebe, Survey/GIS/AutoCAD Technician for passing the National 

Society of Professional Surveyors Survey Technician Certification Level II Field Exam!  Great 

job! 

 

4.  The District received correspondence from Al Schoemaker, Director of Public Works, city of 

Blair, thanking District staff for their support during the City’s water emergency.  Special thanks 

to Zach Nelson, Marty Thieman, and Curt Scott for their efforts.  Mr. Schoemaker’s email is 

attached for your review. 

 

5.  This District received correspondence from Mayor Stothert, City of Omaha, that by a 

unanimous vote by the City of Omaha Naming Committee, that Dam Site 15A be named for the 

founder of Boys Town, Father Edward Flanagan.  The naming committee’s vote must also be 

approved by the Parks and Recreation Board that will meet this month.  Mayor Stothert’s letter is 

attached to this report.  

 

C. REPORT ON PURCHASES – CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES AND PERSONAL PROPERTY:  Pursuant to Board direction, the report 

indicating construction services, professional services and personal property purchases from the 

month of July 2017, is attached for your review.  Please review this report and contact me if you 

have any questions.  

 



 

D. CURRENT AND ON-GOING PROJECTS – P-MRNRD LEGAL COUNSEL: A copy of 

current and on-going projects for District Legal Counsel, Husch Blackwell, as of July 17, 2017, is 

attached for your review.  I would ask each Director to review this report.  If you have any 

questions, please feel free to contact me. 

 

E. PAPILLION CREEK WATERSHED PARTNERSHIP REPORT:  The Papillion Creek 

Watershed Partnership Subcommittee meeting scheduled for July 27, 2017, was cancelled.  The 

next Partnership meeting is scheduled for August 24, 2017. 

 

F. NEWS CLIPS: 

 

 July 16, 2017, Omaha World Herald article, Douglas County homeowners who saw property 

valuation hikes can expect a higher tax bill 

 July 17, 2017, Omaha World Herald article, Papio-Missouri River NRD will likely keep 

property tax rate flat 

 July 18, 2017, Sioux City Journal article, Danish Alps rec area gaining visitors 

 July 18, 2017, Douglas Co. Post-Gazette article, Omaha seeks name ideas for Dam Site 15A 

recreation area 

 July 19, 2017, Stothert’s proposed $903 million budget focuses on streets and public safety, 

offers no tax cuts 

 July 21, 2017, Blair Enterprise article, A refuge away from it all 

 July 23, 2017, Sioux City Journal article, Corps reminds public: Missouri River sandbars 

closed to use 

 July 24, 2017, Sioux City Journal article, South Dakota and Nebraska fighting common foe: 

Zebra mussels 

 July 26, 2017, Burt Co. Plaindealer article, Wildlife program intends to save more than 

animals 

 July 27, 2017, Omaha World Herald article, What’s in a name? A possible snub, say NRD 

board members miffed about naming of new park 

 July 28, 2017, Omaha World Herald article, Sarpy asks state to raise valuations in Douglas 

 August 1, 2017, Associated Press article, Farmer suicides rise in India as climate warms, study 

shows 

 August 1, 2017, Pilot-Tribune article, Water main to Cargill fails 

 August 2, 2017, Papillion Times article, Sarpy growth plan on areas outside cities 

 August 2, 2017, Omaha World Herald Opinion, Douglas-Sarpy Issue Be careful on valuation 

policy 

 August 2, 2017, Omaha World Herald Editorial: New Omaha park is the city’s to name 

 August 4, 2017, Omaha World Herald article, Increases in Papillion, La Vista budget 

proposals reflect major construction projects in Sarpy County 

 August 4, 2017, Omaha World Herald article, Trump nominates Steve Grasz for 8th U.S. 

Circuit Court of Appeals 

 

G.    CONSTITUENT FEEDBACK: 

 

     Dam Site 15A Naming, Scott Stronck 

   Park Naming Process and Information, Mark Welsch, Omaha Coordinator, Nebraskans for   

  Peace 


























































































