
Agenda Item: 14. 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO THE BOARD: 
 
SUBJECT: General Manager’s Report 
 
DATE:  October 12, 2017 UPDATED 
 
FROM:  John Winkler, General Manager 
 
 
 
A. INFORMATION/EDUCATION REPORT: The Information and Education Report detailing 

Information and Education activities for the month of September 2017, is attached for your review. 
 

B. PERSONNEL/MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: 
 
1.  The Corp of Engineers sent a commendatory letter to Tom Pleiss following a lease compliance 
inspection of Chalco Hills Recreation Area on September 13, 2017. The letter stated that the 
“leased property in all areas was extremely well maintained, clean, neat and appeared in excellent 
condition.” Huge thanks to Bill Warren, Tom and the entire Chalco crew for all of your hard work 
and commitment. The letter is attached.  
 
2.  John Wilson, Banquet Chair for the Burt County Pheasants Forever Chapter, sent a thank you 
note to Terry Schumacher for the NRD’s support of its annual banquet. Wilson says the support 
helps the chapter provide habitat improvement and youth education. The letter is attached. 
 
3.  Twenty-two members of the Bennington SkillsUSA Club met at Prairie View Lake the 
morning of Saturday, September 23rd, to clean up trash around the lake.  This event is in 
cooperation with the Papio-Missouri River NRD. The Bennington SkillsUSA chapter is 
sponsored by Larry Klaus and Tom Schumacher. Thanks to everyone who participated in 
the event. A photo of members of the club is attached. 

4. Kenneth “Ross” Hoppock, passed away at the young age of 30, on Sunday, October 1, 
from an apparent heart attack.  Ross was a valued member of the District from October of 
2008 through April 2015, where he served as our IT Support Technician. The District has 
extended condolences to his family. Ross’s obituary is attached.  

5. Matt McBride from Pink Gorilla Events sent an email to Eric Williams to thank Papio for 
its continued support of the Market to Market Relay, saying “Know that this isn’t possible 
without your help.” Thanks for your hard work, Eric. The email is attached.  

6. The District included $222,000 in the FY 2018 Budget for the construction of an O/M 
Equipment Shed south of the existing O/M Building at Chalco Hills. This will be a 75 ft. by 
200 ft. post frame shed with one open side and will be used to store O/M equipment, such as 
tractors, trailers, mowers and heavy equipment. District staff are scheduled to start tree 



removal on the site the week of October 16th to make way for soil borings. There is 17 ft. of 
grade change on the current site, so fill material will be hauled in and compacted by District 
staff to make the building site level. The shed construction work will be competitively bid 
in November for Board approval of a contractor in December 2017 and construction would 
commence in spring 2018. A location map and several photos are attached.  

 
C. REPORT ON PURCHASES – CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES AND PERSONAL PROPERTY:  Pursuant to Board direction, the report 
indicating construction services, professional services and personal property purchases from the 
month of September 2017, is attached for your review.  Please review this report and contact me 
if you have any questions.  
 

D. CURRENT AND ON-GOING PROJECTS – P-MRNRD LEGAL COUNSEL: A copy of 
current and on-going projects for District Legal Counsel, Husch Blackwell, as of September 18, 
2017, is attached for your review.  I would ask each Director to review this report.  If you have 
any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
 

E. PAPILLION CREEK WATERSHED PARTNERSHIP REPORT: The minutes to the 
September 28, 2017, Papillion Creek Watershed Partnership Subcommittee meeting are attached. 
The next Partnership meeting is scheduled for October 26, 2017. 
 

F. PRINT, BROADCAST AND SOCIAL MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS: 
 

 Phragmites Aerial Spraying  
o Print  - September 6, 2017, Omaha World-Herald, “Spraying targets invasive, noxious 

vegetation in lower Platte River in eastern Nebraska” 
 September 12, 2017, Douglas County Post-Gazette, “NRD begins aerial 

spraying to rid lower Platte River of invasive vegetation” 
o Broadcast – KETV (Sept. 6), KETV-ME (Oct. 3), KIOS (Sept. 6), KPTM (Sept. 6) 

 Graske Crossing Vandalism 
o Print – September 9, 2017, Omaha World-Herald, “Vandalism hinders canoe access on 

Elkhorn” 
 KETV.com (Oct. 3) 

o Broadcast – KFAB (Sept. 8), WOWT (Sept. 8) 
 September 14, 2017, Omaha World-Herald, “Papio-Missouri River NRD subcommittee 

recommends 2018 budget for approval” 
 September 14, 2017, Omaha World-Herald, “Elkhorn River access site reopens after 

vandalism” 
 September 16, 2017, Omaha World-Herald, “Papio-Missouri River NRD board Oks $66.7 

million budget” 
 September 17, 2017, Grand Island Independent, “Committee brainstorms riverfront 

development” 
 September 20, 2017, Bellevue Leader, “What is economic development? It all depends with 

whom you’re speaking” 
 September 20, 2017, Gretna Guide-News, “New housing development and lake for Gretna” 
 September 27, 2017, Gretna Breeze, “Lakeview development moves forward with Council 

approval” 



 September 28, 2017, Dakota County Star, “Dakota City welcomes PMRNRD Board of 
Directors” 

 September 29, 2017, Midlands Business Journal, “Nebraskans riding with national bike 
commuter trends” 

 Platte River Bridge 
o Print – October 10, 2017, Omaha World-Herald, “Path over Platte to preserve link 

between Sarpy, Cass Counties” 
 October 3, 2017, Bellevue Leader, “Hiking/biking trail to be constructed over 

Platte River” 
 KETV.com (Oct. 3) 

o Broadcast – KETV (Oct. 3), KETV-ME (Oct. 3), B103 (Oct. 3) 
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Updated: September 18, 2017 
 

Current and On-Going Projects 
P-MRNRD Legal Counsel 

 
                                                         = Top Priority 
                                                         F = Future Work – No Assignment 
                                                        N = New Assignment 
                                                        O = Others Handling 
                                                       W = Work in Progress 
                                                        P = Counsel Portion Completed 
                                                        B= Next Board Meeting 
 
  Little Papio: (Cleveland) 
 
 HDR Bank Stabilization Professional Services Contract Amendment (N) 

 
  Big Papio: (Cleveland) 
 
 Culverts Rehab Phase 2 Contract w/ FYRA (N) 
 Culverts Rehab Phase 2 Interlocal w/City of Omaha (B) 

 
  West Branch: (Cleveland) 
 
 Land Exchange with Sarpy Co. (96th St.) (P) 

 
  Western Sarpy Dike: (Cleveland/Petermann) 
 

o NRDs/NE-ARNG Interlocal for Camp Ashland Property (F) 
 
  Floodway Purchase Program: (Laster/Grint) 
 

o Arlington Purchase Agreements, Deeds, etc. – Public Hearing (October Board) (W) 
 

  Trail Projects: (Williams) 
 

o Hwy 34 Bridge Trail – Local Funding Interlocal (P) 
o West Papio Trail, Giles to Millard – Potential Tyson Access License Agreement (F) 



o West Papio Trail, Giles to Millard – Omaha/La Vista Interlocal Amendment for Construction 
(P) 
 

  Missouri River Corridor Project: (Becic) 
 

o Draft Purchase Agreement with Reserved Easement for MUD (Platte River Sites/Missouri River  
(N) 

  USDA PL 566 Projects, Silver Creek and Pigeon/Jones Watershed: (Schumacher/Cleveland) 
 

o Papio PL 566 Site W-2 Issues (F) 
 P/J 12 Professional Services Contract Amendment with Olsson Assoc. (P) 

 
  Papio Watershed Dam Sites: (Grint/Laster/Williams) 
 
 DS 15A Sanitary Sewer Easements (N) 
 ROW Acquisition Documents for WP6 & WP7 (B) 
 City of Omaha Interlocal Agreement for ZB-2 (W) 
 WP6 & WP7 Interlocal Agreement with Papillion and Sarpy Co. (P) 
 Purchase Agreements and ROW Documents for Z-B2 (B)  
 WP6 & WP7 Professional Services Contract Amendment with FYRA Eng. (W) 
 Partial Easement Release for Prairie Queen LLC (N) 

 
  Papio Creek Watershed Partnership (Stormwater): (Grint) 
 
  Southern Sarpy Watershed Partnership (Stormwater): (Laster) 
  

o Interlocal with City of Omaha for Construction Inspections (F) 
 
  Missouri River R-613 and R-616 Levees: (Cleveland/Woodward) 

 
o Offutt AFB Culvert O&M Agreement (W) 
o ROW Acquisition Documents (F) 

 
  Rural Water Projects: (Nelson) 

  
  Other: 
 
 Union Dike – Trench Drain Construction Contract (Cleveland) (N) 
 Lower Platte River Basin Coalition Interlocal Agreement (Woodward) (N) 
 Groundwater Management Rules and Regs, Review and Resolutions (Woodward) (W) 
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