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A. INFORMATION/EDUCATION HIGHLIGHTS: The Information and Education Department 

highlight of the month is the tremendous media coverage we garnered in November. In the span of 

two weeks, we secured great coverage by the Omaha World-Herald and other area media outlets on 

the new Millard trail segment and the new groundwater management plan. These stories then led to 

the OWH editorial board writing about both issues, touting the importance of the trail extension and 

its impact on Omaha’s quality of life and contribution to economic development; as well as the 

need for the revised groundwater management plan and continued communication and 

collaboration among all stakeholders for implementation. Additional I&E highlights are attached 

for your review.  

 

B. PERSONNEL/MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: 

 

1. Director Tesar published a guest editorial in the Douglas County Post-Gazette regarding 

repairs at the Union Dike levee, as part of recent new federal regulations by USACE. The 

NRD recently posted public notices concerning the repairs and Director Tesar’s editorial 

provides a transparent explanation of the reason for the repairs, as well as the NRD’s 

commitment to maintaining the levee at its highest level. The editorial is attached.  

  

2. The District received an email from Chris Robie, a Nebraska Master Naturalist and part-time 

teacher at Brownell-Talbot, who expressed how invaluable Austen Hill has been to him 

during his training to become a Master Naturalist and to the students he teaches. Robie said 

Austen always goes above and beyond to help the public learn about our natural resources, 

while at the same time, is always eager and willing to learn from others. The letter is 

attached. 

 

3. P-MRNRD will be busy this month helping those less fortunate in our community by hosting 

a toy drive for Toys for Tots and volunteering at the Open Door Mission. The District just 

finished collecting 138 lbs. of canned and boxed food for Project Hope. Huge thanks to 

Nicole Gust and our Health, Safety and Wellness Committee for organizing.  

 

4. The District received an email from the Agile Group and USACE Omaha District extending 

their appreciation to the Chalco Hills staff for their coordination and support of an event the 

group held in the building. The group said: “There were numerous compliments from the 

group of the beauty, cleanliness, and organization of the site and Board Room. The facility 

and staff were outstanding.”  Huge thank you to Randy and all staff who go above and 

beyond for all who use our building. The email is attached.  

 



 

C. REPORT ON PURCHASES – CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES AND PERSONAL PROPERTY: Pursuant to Board direction, the report 

indicating construction services, professional services and personal property purchases from the 

month of November 2017 is attached for your review. Please review this report and contact me 

if you have any questions. 

 

 

D. CURRENT AND ON-GOING PROJECTS – P-MRNRD LEGAL COUNSEL: A copy of 

current and on-going projects for District Legal Counsel, Husch Blackwell, as of November 15, 

2017, is attached for your review. I would ask each Director to review this report. If you have 

any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

 

E. PAPILLION CREEK WATERSHED PARTNERSHIP REPORT: The next Papillion 

Creek Watershed Partnership Subcommittee meeting is scheduled for January 25, 2018. 

 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 
 



 



 



 
 



 

 


