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USDA Providing Funds to Protect and Restore 

Agricultural Working Lands, Grasslands and Wetlands 

across Nebraska  

 

USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service is now 

accepting applications for the Agricultural Conservation Easement Program 

(ACEP). This program, created under the 2014 Farm Bill, provides funding for the 

purchase of conservation easements to help productive farm and ranch lands 

remain in agriculture and to restore and protect critical wetlands and grasslands. 

 

The main goal of ACEP is to prevent productive agriculture land from being 

converted to non-agricultural uses and to restore and protect wetlands and wildlife 

habitat. Cropland, rangeland, grassland, pastureland and nonindustrial private 

forestland are eligible. 

 

Applications can be submitted at any time, but to be considered for 2019 

funding opportunities, applications in Nebraska must be received by 

November 1, 2018. Applications are currently being accepted for both agricultural 

land and wetland reserve easements. 

 

NRCS provides technical and financial assistance directly to private and tribal 

landowners to restore, protect, and enhance wetlands through the purchase of 

conservation easements. Eligible landowners can choose to enroll in a permanent 

or 30-year easement. Tribal landowners also have the option of enrolling in 30-

year contracts. 

 

A key option under the agricultural land easement component is the "grasslands of 

special environmental significance" that will protect high-quality grasslands that 

are under threat of conversion to cropping, urban development and other non-

grazing uses.  To qualify, the application would need to be located in an area 

meeting the designated criteria. 

 

All applications will be rated according to the easement’s potential for protecting 

and enhancing habitat for migratory birds, fish and other wildlife. Eligible 

applicants will be compensated with a payment rate comparable to the local land 

use value. 



Applicants will need to provide accurate records of ownership and ensure they 

have established current fiscal year ownership eligibility with USDA’s Farm 

Service Agency. Application information is available at your local USDA Service 

Center and at www.nrcs.usda.gov/GetStarted. 

 

NRCS staff will work with all interested applicants to help them through the 

application process and provide one-on-one assistance to create the conservation 

easement option that works best for their farming or ranching operation. 

 

 
 

  

http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=nrcs
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=nrcs
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/GetStarted


 

USDA Website Puts Soils Information, 

Tools at Your Fingertips  

 

USDA has re-designed its Soil Tools web 

page, to now serve as a one-stop source for 

new, leading-edge tools and technologies to 

help farmers, ranchers, and other land users 

understand, evaluate and conserve soils. 

 

Managed by USDA’s Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS), the web page 

offers single-site access to soil data and maps, 

soil databases, digital soil applications, 

climate data, descriptions of soils, ecological 

sites, statistical packages and soil-property 

calculators. The USDA maps and information are free with no user ID or password 

required. 

 

Highlights include: 

• Access to download up-to-date soil data and maps used for comparing soils 

over broad areas, make conservation planning and soil evaluation easier. 

• Access to Web Soil Survey and other tools that provide the ability to search 

for soils maps and data by location. 

• Access to soil apps that display and allow users to access data and view 

interactive maps. 

• Access to calculators for soil texture and water budgeting. 

 

The new resources are made available thanks to the joint effort of the National 

Cooperative Soil Survey partnership, which includes Federal and State agencies, 

universities, and professional societies, and exists to cooperatively investigate, 

inventory, document, classify, interpret, disseminate, and publish information 

about soils. 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/soils/survey/tools/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/soils/survey/tools/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/soils/survey/tools/?cid=nrcseprd1407030
https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/soils/survey/tools/?cid=nrcseprd1407044
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/soils/survey/tools/?cid=nrcseprd1406485
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/soils/survey/partnership/ncss/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/soils/survey/partnership/ncss/
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