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Pilot Project Will Assist Nebraska Farmers in Addressing
Ephemeral Gullies on Highly Erodible Land
Nebraska is one of five states selected by the USDA’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to take part in a pilot
project that will provide financial assistance to farmers to
address ephemeral gullies on highly erodible land.
The application deadline is July 19, 2019, for the $2 million available in Nebraska
through the pilot project. Priority will be given to applicants with tracts that were
selected for conservation compliance reviews in the past two years and received
variances to address ephemeral gully erosion.
Since the passage of the 1985 Farm Bill, farmers have been required to control
erosion on fields that are classified as highly erodible. Each spring, NRCS
conducts compliance reviews on a random selection of highly erodible fields to
determine if erosion has been adequately controlled. A non-compliance ruling can
affect benefits that farmers receive from USDA agencies, including Conservation
Reserve Program payments and Price Loss Coverage. If erosion control issues are
identified during compliance reviews, farmers may be given variances, which
provide time for farmers to make adjustments and install needed conservation
practices.
Ephemeral gullies are those areas in cropland fields where small gullies appear
after heavy rains. Fixing the gullies with conservation practices protects
productivity and water quality and allows farmers with highly erodible land to
continue receiving USDA benefits.
The pilot project will provide cost-share funding to farmers to implement
conservation practices such as cover crops, crop rotation, no-till, contour farming,
buffer strips, terraces, waterways and others.
Our advice to a farmer with an ephemeral gully is to ‘fix it, don’t disc it.’ Work
with your local NRCS staff to develop conservation alternatives that will address
your erosion issue. As a natural resources agency we are dedicated to working with
farmers and ranchers to figure out ways for them to produce agricultural products
in ways that are both economical to them while protecting the resources. This pilot
provides us with additional funding to do that.

Other states involved in the pilot project are Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, and Missouri.
For more information or to apply for assistance contact the NRCS office serving
your county.

Second Application Cut-off Deadline for Environmental
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) Wildlife Initiative in
Nebraska
With the enactment of the 2018 Farm Bill, funds dedicated to
wildlife habitat development through EQIP increased from a minimum of 5% to a
minimum of 10% of the total EQIP funds. To facilitate the increase in funds
devoted to wildlife habitat development, Nebraska NRCS is offering a second
application and ranking cut-off deadline for EQIP Wildlife Initiative Nebraska
(WIN) applications.
The second application cut-off date for EQIP WIN applications is July 5, 2019.
More EQIP Funding Becomes Available
NRCS within the PM-R NRD has received enough funding to
obligate the remaining eligible applications within the local
fund codes for cropland and grassland.
NRCS has already obligated 18 contracts totaling $321,947.00. Another 38
applications have been pre-approved. Funding will exceed 1 million if all
applicants proceed with their projects.
Practices being funded by EQIP include:
• Terrace Systems
• Grassed Waterways
• Grade Stabilization Structures
• Animal Feeding Operation (AFO)
• Emergency Animal Mortality Management
• Cover Crops
• Nutrient Management
• Pasture Improvements
• Brush Management
• Seasonal High Tunnels
• Wildlife Habitat
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