
Memorandum 
 

To:  Programs, Projects and Operations Subcommittee 
From:  John Winkler, General Manager 
Date:  November 2, 2020 
Re: Policy 16.7 Dominik Walter’s Foundation Playground  
 
In the fall of 2018 the District was contacted by the Ryan and Tiffany Walter’s family 
regarding the possibility of donating funds for the construction of a new playground 
facility at Chalco Hills Recreation Area in memory of their 4 year old son Dominik who 
tragically and suddenly passed away on August 12, 2018 from cardiac arrest on a family 
vacation in Minnesota. 
 
The family would visit Chalco Hills Recreation Area almost every weekend with their 
two young children Dominik and his little sister Nora, or Boon as Dom would call her, to 
play on the playground equipment and explore the park.  In order to carry on the memory 
of their son the family decided that a park was perfect to honor the legacy of their son and 
it couldn’t be just any park or playground it had to be built at Chalco Hills, where the 
family spent countless hours together. 
 
The current playground equipment is over 25 years old and does not meet any current 
safety or ADA accessibility guidelines.  The proposed playground, please see attached 
schematics, is fully ADA accessible, with a poured in place rubber surface for safety and 
has been approved by the USACE to be installed at Chalco Hills Recreation Area per the 
NRD lease agreement with the Federal Government.  
 
Cost of the playground equipment including installation:  $ 279,071 
Burke Play 20 Grant       $ (76,464) 
Donation to the NRD from Dom Walters Foundation  $(105,000) 
Total NRD Cost for the purchase and installation  $   97,607 
 
Note:  The District budgeted $125,000 for the purchase and installation of the equipment, 
however, the Walter’s Family raised their donation from $80,000 to $105,000 thus 
further reducing the cost to the NRD. 
 
Per Policy 16.7 (see attached) the Board must approve a written agreement with the 
Walter’s Family to specify the terms of the donation and the recognition to name the 
facility.    
 
Therefore, Management strongly recommends that the subcommittee recommend to 
the Board of Directors that the General Manager be authorized to execute the written 
agreement with the Walters Family to provide a $105,000 cost share for the purchase 
and installation of a new playground facility, resulting in a cost contribution from the 
District in the amount of $97,607, that the facility be named Dom’s Park and that the 
Board of Directors waive the procurement process for acquiring the playground 
equipment and install (construction) services under the NRD Director Policy 15.1 and 
15.3, subject to changes deemed necessary by the General Manager and approval as 
to form by District Legal Counsel.  










































