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PROGRAMS

EQIP

Final numbers are in for our FY21 EQIP contracts. NRCS staff in PMRNRD secured
a total of $662,714 in Federal EQIP dollars. We did really well considering our
initial allocation was just roughly $295,000. So we managed to chase-down another
roughly $368,000 in federal funds for the NRD. These funds will help our customers
address soil erosion, soil quality, wildlife habitat, and livestock forage improvements
by providing financial and technical assistance to install terraces, cover crops,
habitat seedings, cross fence, tanks, wells and brush management to name a few!

CRP

NRCS and FSA saw a new roll-out of the CRP program sign-ups this summer
which hit the reset button on any existing CRP offers currently in the system.
Newer and higher rental rates were approved along with some additional incentives
to go with the CRP sign-ups and practices. As a result we have a few new
deadlines to work with as far as new CRP offers go.

July 23 is the General CRP 56 sign-up deadline

August 6 is the Continuous CRP 56 sign deadline (For October 1 start date)
August 6 is also the NEW Clear 30 CRP 55 sign-up deadline

August 20 is the CRP Grasslands application deadline.

I will have final CRP acre and contract numbers hopefully by the September
meeting and can explain some of the differences in the different CRP programs at
that time.

STAEFFING:

| have interviewed 3 candidates for the Soil Conservationist Direct Hire position in
the Tekamah FO. The job announcement does not officially close until July 16"
and we are able to select more names from the candidate pool and interview until



the 16". My plan is to wait and see if we get more names here in the next week
and then decide on a selection.

COVID-19 Office re-opening:

There has been no status change for the NRCS Field Offices as of yet. NRCS and
FSA at the national level has developed and submitted a re-opening plan, however
as far as we know it has not been approved at this time. Our doors are still locked
but we have been taking scheduled in-person appointments each day and its been
great to see even a few of our customers in the office from day to day. | hope to
have better news for you on this front in next month’s report.

That’s all for now, thank you for your time!
Respectfully Submitted

Andy Bohnenkamp
P-MRNRD District Conservationist
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Non-Discrimination Statement

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating
in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national
origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age,
marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political
beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or
funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by
program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information
(e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible
Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in

languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint

Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA

office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in
the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or
letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3)
email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.




