
   
 

   
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO THE BOARD: 
 

SUBJECT:  General Manager’s Report  

DATE:  April 14, 2022 

FROM:  John Winkler, General Manager 
 
 

A. INFORMATION/EDUCATION HIGHLIGHTS:  
Earth Day Omaha will be back in person this year at Elmwood Park on April 23 from 11 am to 6 pm.  
The Papio NRD will have a booth with the I&E team handing out seedlings and other educational 
materials. Chairperson Thompson will once again represent the District by presenting the Friend of 
the Environment Awards to individuals and organizations who are improving the Omaha community 
through their environment-focused practices and achievements.   

 
 

B. PERSONNEL/MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: 
1. The District has been awarded the Nebraska’s Safest Company Award from the National Safety 

Council for the 14th year in a row, as well as the Nebraska Safety Council’s 2022 Spirit Award for 
wellness and safety. Our culture of safety would not be possible without the great work of Nicole 
Gust, coordinator our Health, Safety and Wellness Committee, members of the committee, staff, and 
Directors. My deepest thanks to all! The award letters are attached.  
 

2. Curtis Edwards recently resigned from his position as IT Support Technician. His last day with the 
District was April 1. We are currently advertising for the position.  

 
 

3. Tyler Roberts has been hired as the District’s WCRW Supply Operator. His first day is April 
11th. Armando Zarco has been hired as the District’s Papillion Creek Watershed Coordinator (319 
Grant Funded Position.) His first day is May 16th. 
 

A. REPORT ON PURCHASES – CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES AND PERSONAL PROPERTY: Pursuant to Board direction, the report indicating 
construction services, professional services, and personal property purchases from the month of 
March is attached for your review.  
 

B. CURRENT AND ON-GOING PROJECTS – PAPIO NRD LEGAL COUNSEL: A copy of 
current and on-going projects for District Legal Counsel, Husch Blackwell as of March 14 is attached 
for your review.  

 
C. PAPILLION CREEK WATERSHED PARTNERSHIP REPORT: The PCWP Subcommittee 

meeting took place on March 24. The minutes are attached. The next meeting is scheduled for April 
28.  

 
  



   
 

   
 

 



   
 

   
 

 
  



   
 

   
 

 
  



   
 

   
 

 
  



   
 

   
 

 
  



   
 

   
 

 
Updated: March 14, 2022 

 
Current and On-Going Projects 

Legal Counsel 
                                                         
                                                        A = Active Project 
                                                        B = Next Board Meeting 
                                                        N = New Assignment 
                                                         
Little Papio: (Cleveland) 
 

 
Big Papio: (Cleveland) 
 
 
West Branch: (Cleveland/Grint) 
 
 
Western Sarpy Dike, Union Dike and No Name Dike: (Cleveland) 
 
 No Name Dike – Sokol Camp High Ground Easement (A) 

 
Floodway Purchase Program: (Laster/Grint) 
 
 Purchase Agreements for Washington/Douglas/Sarpy Acquisition Projects (B) 

 
Trail Projects: (Williams) 
  
 Beltline – Amendment to Professional Services w/EGA (B) 
 Beltline – Construction bid documents, Phase 2 (N) (Advertise April 4th) 

 
Missouri River Corridor Project: (Becic) 
 
USDA PL 566 Projects, Silver Creek and Pigeon/Jones Watershed: (Schumacher/Cleveland/Grint) 
 

 
Papio Watershed Dam Sites: (Grint/Laster/Williams) 
 
 WP-4 Interlocal Agreements w/Gretna & Sarpy Co. (B) 
 Purchase Agreements for WP1 land acquisition (N) 
 DS12 Land Acquisition (B) 



   
 

   
 

 WP2 Contract Amendment (N) 
 DS7 Land Acquisition - Purchase Agreements (B) 
 Public Hearing WP2 (N) 

 
Papio Creek Watershed Partnership (Stormwater): (Grint/Laster) 
 
 
Southern Sarpy Watershed Partnership (Stormwater): (Laster) 
 
 
Missouri River R-613 and R-616 Levees: (Cleveland/Woodward) 
 
 Offutt Ditch O&M Agreement (A) 
 Offutt AFB Storm Sewer Outlets O&M Agreement (A) 
 BNSF and UP Agreements and Easements (A) 

 
Rural Water Projects: (Novak) 
 
 
Other: 
 
 Ownership Transfer for West Maple Elkhorn River Access (Grint) (A) 
 Review Director’s Policy Manual (Tait) (A) 
 E-500 Professional Service Agreement (2000 edition) (Project Managers) (A) 
 Lower Platte Consortium Interlocal Extension (N) 
 Cost Share Programs – Interlocal Agreement for multi-year projects (B) 
 Know Your Well Interlocal Agreement (N) 

 
 
 

Legal Projects/project list/2022/March 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Minutes 

March 25, 2022 – 10:00 AM  

Attendants: 

 

See attached sign-in sheet.  

 

The meeting began at 10:02 am.   

 

1.   Introductions  

• Lori Laster (P-MRNRD) facilitated introductions.   

 

2.   Lateral Migration Analysis 

• Lori Laster reviewed the work completed to date by FHU as part of the effort to update the 

stream setback policy. After stakeholder meetings in April and May 2021, a contract 

amendment was executed with FHU to address concerns from developers that the 

proposed policy was too conservative. 

• Aaron Hirsh (FHU) presented the results of a lateral migration analysis. This analysis 

compared stream widths as indicated on 2004, 2010, and 2016 LiDAR sets. The average rate 

of stream widening is about 0.5-1 foot per year. The analysis shows that the lower range of 

widening occurs in areas without a lot of development activity between 2004 and 2016. 

Areas that saw more development activity in that time frame showed a greater rate of 

widening. 

• Based on both the vertical degradation analysis and the lateral migration analysis, the 

proposed policy of a 3:1+50-foot setback based on a future degraded stream profile seems 

to still be the best option. 

• Lori mentioned that coordination with USACE on permitting of grade control structures has 

begun. The P-MRNRD currently has a regional general permit for channel maintenance of 

federal projects. This permit includes grade control structures similar to those FHU and 

USACE have proposed for standard designs. The Partnership could pursue a regional general 

permit for this type of work; however it could take several years to complete. Another 

option would be a programmatic permit where a single agency handles the permitting of all 

structures.  The P-MRNRD will continue to work with USACE to find a solution to make 

permitting of grade control structures more efficient. 

• Jim Theiler (Omaha) mentioned that we should start coordination with Nebraska 

Department of Environment and Energy (NDEE) as they will be taking over 404 permitting in 

Nebraska. It’s anticipated it could take two years before that is fully effective. 

 

3.   USACE Section 22 Stream Degradation Study Update 



• Eric Williams (P-MRNRD) presented and update on the stream degradation study sponsored 

by the Partnership, P-MRNRD, and the City of Omaha. 

• A 95% report has been completed and is under review by P-MRNRD and the City of Omaha. 

The main takeaways from the report are that the Papio watershed is consistently 

experiencing vertical stream degradation and lateral stream migration/widening. The report 

will be finalized soon. This will make certain repair projects eligible for federal funding. 

• Mark Stursma (Papillion) asked if there was a total cost of repair projects. No economic 

analysis was completed with this study. Jim Theiler suggested trying to put together a 

general cost estimate to aid in demonstrating why the stream setback requirements should 

be updated. 

 

4.   Other Items of Interest 

• Andy Szatko (Omaha) noted that the state general Construction Stormwater Permit has had 

some recent changes. He would like to schedule a meeting with all the grading permit 

reviewers to discuss the changes and if any should be incorporated in the Papillion Creek 

Watershed permit. Lori will send an email to find a meeting time. 

 

5.   Next Meeting Date 

• The next meeting is scheduled for April 28, 2022 at 10 am. 

 

6.   Adjourn 

• The meeting adjourned at 11:27 am. An agenda and the emailed handouts are available 

upon request.  

 

Please contact Lori Laster at 444-6222 regarding any questions or comments concerning these 

meeting minutes. 
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