
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Programs, Projects, and Operations Subcommittee 
FROM:  Eric Williams, Natural Resources Planner 
DATE:  April 7, 2022 
SUBJECT: Joint Funding Agreements for Water Quality Monitoring  

a. Lower Platte River Corridor Gages 
b. Leshara Gage 

 
As a member of the Lower Platte River Corridor Alliance (LPRCA), the District has been involved with 
real-time water quality monitoring network sites to provide comprehensive real-time water quality 
data for the Lower Platte River. Past agreements thru the LPRCA have led to three long term existing 
testing locations; Platte River at Louisville, Salt Creek at Ashland, and Elkhorn River at Waterloo. An 
additional location was added in the Platte River at Leshara. 
 
These sites are operational approximately March through October with data collected at 15-minute 
intervals. The data is publicly available over the internet in near real time and historical data are 
available.  Additional constituents can be monitored upon request. Data have been collected since 
2007 for the long term gage sites, and since 2016 from the gage at Leshara. 
 
The long term gages are a partnership between the District, Lower Plate South NRD, and the USGS. 
The gage at Leshara is a partnership between the District, Lower Platte South NRD, Lower Platte 
North NRD, Lincoln Water Systems (LWS), Metropolitan Utilities District (MUD), and USGS. These 
agreements are directly between the District and LPSNRD acting as the administrating agency on 
behalf of the LPRCA. 
 
Additional information is attached including a description of the benefits of the gages, and a 
breakdown of funding from each partner in each of the agreements. The expenses are broken out 
between the federal fiscal year, and the fiscal year used by the NRDs. 
 

• It is recommended that the Subcommittee recommend to the Board of Directors that the 
General Manager by authorized to execute the Joint Funding Agreement with Lower 
Platte South Natural Resources District for the for the Lower Platte River Corridor Gages 
in the amount of $46,600 in FY 2023, $41,800 in FY 2024, and $30,800 in FY 2025 subject 
to changes deemed necessary by the General Manger and approval as to form by District 
Legal Counsel. 
 

• It is recommended that the Subcommittee recommend to the Board of Directors that the 
General Manager by authorized to execute the Joint Funding Agreement with Lower 
Platte South Natural Resources District for the Leshara Gage in the amount of $6,400 in 
FY 2023, $5,320 in FY 2024, and $4,360 in FY 2025, subject to changes deemed necessary 
by the General Manger and approval as to form by District Legal Counsel. 









 

 

JOINT FUNDING AGREEMENT  

For 

LONG TERM REAL-TIME CONTINUOUS WATER QUALITY MONITORING GAGES 

in the LOWER PLATTE RIVER CORRIDOR at LOUISVILLE in the PLATTE, at ASHLAND in SALT CREEK, and 

at WATERLOO in the ELKHORN RIVER 

 

The “JOINT FUNDING AGREEMENT for the THREE LONG TERM REAL-TIME CONTINUOUS WATER 

QUALITY MONITORING GAGES in the LOWER PLATTE RIVER CORRIDOR at LOUISVILLE in the 

PLATTE, at ASHLAND in SALT CREEK, and at WATERLOO in the ELKHORN RIVER” (hereinafter referred 

to as “the Agreement”) to be executed by and among the Lower Platte South Natural Resources 

District, on behalf of the Lower Platte River Corridor Alliance and Papio-Missouri River Natural 

Resources District (herein after referred to as “the Partners”).    

The Partners agree as follows. 

  Scope of work 

Real-time continuous water quality monitoring data will be collected by USGS personnel 

and equipment in the Platte River at Louisville, in Salt Creek at Ashland, and in the 

Elkhorn River at Waterloo.  Water quality data to be collected include temperature, 

turbidity, dissolved oxygen, specific conductance, nitrate/nitrite and others as available, 

however no nitrate/nitrite collection on Salt Creek. Data will be displayed in real-time 

over the internet. The data is anticipated to be collected generally March through 

October in 2022, 2023 and 2024.  

Funding 

The Lower Platte South Natural Resources District, on behalf of the Lower Platte River 

Corridor Alliance, will hold and disburse funds from all Partners as needed for this study.  

Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District will provide $46,600.00 in 2022 (FY23), 

$41,800.00 in 2023 (FY24), and $30,8000.00 in 2024 (FY25) for a total of $119,200.00 for 

the three-year agreement. The Lower Platte River Corridor Alliance will pay the balance 

of the annual fee for the monitoring agreement (Lower Platte South NRD being the one 

other partner paying equal amounts).  

Effective date 

The agreement shall become effective upon execution by all parties. 



 

 

Duration of agreement 

The agreement shall run through the end of calendar year 2024 when all required funds 

have been received and data collection completed.  

 

This Agreement is hereby approved and executed by the following parties on the dates shown 

below. 

 

 

______________________________________             ______________ 
Paul Zillig, General Manager LPSNRD                       DATE 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________               ______________ 
John Winkler, General Manager PMRNRD                        DATE 

 

 

 







 

 

JOINT FUNDING AGREEMENT  

For 

 REAL-TIME CONTINUOUS WATER QUALITY MONITORING  

in the LOWER PLATTE RIVER AT LESHARA 

 

The “JOINT FUNDING AGREEMENT for REAL-TIME CONTINUOUS WATER QUALITY MONITORING 

in the PLATTE RIVER AT LESHARA” (hereinafter referred to as “the Agreement”) to be executed 

by and among the Lower Platte South Natural Resources District, on behalf of the Lower Platte 

River Corridor Alliance and Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District (herein after 

referred to as “the Partners”).    

The Partners agree as follows. 

  Scope of work 

Real-time continuous water quality monitoring data will be collected by USGS personnel 

and equipment in the Platte River near Leshara.  Water quality data to be collected 

include temperature, turbidity, dissolved oxygen, specific conductance, nitrate/nitrite 

and others as available. Data will be displayed in real-time over the internet. The data is 

anticipated to be collected generally March through October in 2022, 2023 and 2024.  

Funding 

The Lower Platte South Natural Resources District, on behalf of the Lower Platte River 

Corridor Alliance, will hold and disburse funds from all Partners as needed for this study.  

Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District will provide $6,400.00 in 2022 (FY23), 

$5,320.00 in 2023 (FY24), and $4,360.00 in 2024 (FY25) for a total of $16,080 for the 

three-year agreement. The Lower Platte River Corridor Alliance will pay the balance of 

the annual fee for the monitoring agreement (four other partners paying equal 

amounts).  

Effective date 

The agreement shall become effective upon execution by all parties. 

Duration of agreement 

The agreement shall run through the end of calendar year 2024 when all required funds 

have been received and data collection completed.  



 

 

 

This Agreement is hereby approved and executed by the following parties on the dates shown 

below. 

 

 

______________________________________             ______________ 
Paul Zillig, General Manager LPSNRD                       DATE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________               ______________ 
John Winkler, General Manager PMRNRD                        DATE 

 

 

 


