NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

ACTIVITY REPORT within the P-MRNRD

APRIL 2006
CONSERVATION PLANNING/APPLICATION
· Blair field office (FO) wrote 1 farm bill compliance plan and 1 conservation plan for a CRP wetland restoration.
· Omaha FO staff revised 10 conservation farm plans.  
· Blair FO has received 22 conservation applications for spring construction; 17 have been completed and paid; 5 are waiting documentation and payment.
· Blair FO has 21 conservation applications for tree planting, CRP seeding, pasture renovation and cropland conversions.
· Terry Schumacher, NRD Field Rep at Blair, delivered the grassland drill to 5 landowners to use.   
· Burt County completed 2 Conservation Assistance Program (CAP) jobs consisting of terraces, tile and waterways.
· Burt County completed 1 wetland determination and received an appeal from a landowner concerning a certified wetland determination.
· Burt County mailed 17 Status Review letters for 2006 Food Security Act (FSA) compliance reviews; they also approved 2 CAP applications and processed 1 CAP payment.  
· Walthill FO staff spent approximately 5 days assisting Burt County with terrace layout.  
· Walthill FO staked 1 CAP terrace project.  
· Two waterway projects were surveyed and designed in Dakota County.
· Dakota County received 4 grass seeding cost-share applications.  
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY INCENTIVES PROGRAM (EQIP)
· Blair FO received 1 EQIP application on a livestock waste facility.

· Omaha FO completed 11 new EQIP contracts and revised one.  

· Burt County completed 5 EQIP terraces jobs totaling approximately 3 miles of terraces and 1.5 miles of underground outlets.  

· In Burt County, 2 EQIP contracts were signed for terraces, tile, pest and nutrient management, and grade stabilization structures.  One of the structures is a small Silver Creek dam, Site 33, on a small drainage.  

· Walthill processed 3 contracts for payment and 3 terrace projects were staked.  

· Walthill and Omaha FO staff met with 2 nutrient management and waste utilization operators regarding their record keeping.

· Walthill FO staff analyzed nutrient management and waste utilization records on 4 operators.  

· Dakota County completed planning on 3 contracts.  

WETLAND RESERVE ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM (WREP)

WETLAND RESERVE PROGRAM (WRP)

· Burt County certified 1 WRP easement on approximately 56 acres; they also received 3 new WRP applications for approximately 250 acres.  
· Walthill FO staff began securing deed information for tribal WREP applications.  
· Dakota County completed topographical surveys on 3 parcels; restoration planning is underway on 1 tract.  
CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM (CRP) 
CONTINUOUS CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM (CCRP)

· Blair FO staff completed 1 CCRP contract for a wetland restoration.
· Omaha FO revised 4 contracts for reseeding grasses and one new contract for a field windbreak.  
· Blair FO received 3 CCRP applications for a windbreak, grassed waterway and a field border.
· Blair FO made payments on a field border, 3 filter strips, a prairie seeding and a native range planting.  
· Burt County revised 17 CRP contracts to add prescribe burning.  
· Walthill FO staff assisted Dakota County with staking CRP waterways.  
· Eighteen general CRP offers were received in Thurston County (FSA); Walthill FO approved 18 general signup seedings; 4 have been completed and paid.  
· Dakota County staked 4 grass filter strips and upland habitat buffer projects.  
PIGEON/JONES CREEK WATERSHED

· Neil Stockfleth, Dakota City, met with the Dakota County Planning and Zoning Commission on April 18, to discuss proposed zoning and development restrictions around watershed project structures.  
WILDLIFE HABITAT INCENTIVES PROGRAM (WHIP)
· Contract planning is underway on a newly approved project in Dakota County.  
TRIBAL ASSISTANCE

· Walthill FO staff provided Justin McCauley, BIA employee, technical assistance regarding stocking rates for horses.
INFORMATION/EDUCATION

· Omaha FO provided various seeding recommendations to Manning Ag Center from Manning, Iowa for projects they were completing in Sarpy County.
· Omaha FO staff and NRD staff conducted annual PL-566 site reviews.  
· Neil Jensen, RC at Blair, gave a presentation at the Arbor Day Ceremony and distributed tree seedlings donated by the P-MRNRD.
· The Dakota County FO staff provided news items for the NRD share page published in the Dakota County Star for the month of April.  Article topics included:  Earth Team Volunteers, Farm and Ranch Lands Protection, Anhydrous Ammonia Safety and Methamphetamine, and Soil and Water Stewardship Week Observances.  Photos with captions were included of a Pigeon/Jones Creek Watershed Advisory Committee meeting, installation of a watering system near Willis, and NRCS staff surveying a WRP wetland restoration project near Homer. 
· Kelly Fravel and Blaine Gaer presented white pine seedlings and wildflower seed packets provided by the Papio-Missouri River NRD to over 1,000 fifth grade students at 16 schools in Dakota and Thurston Counties during the week of April 24-28.  This event is in observance of Arbor Day, Earth Day, and Soil and Water Stewardship Week.  In addition, they distributed over 100 pine seedlings and wildflower packets at the South Sioux City Arbor Day Celebration on April 28.
· Nebraska Extension Service and Forestry Service personnel presented a Woodland Workshop at the Dakota City Natural Resources Center on April 4.  
TRAINING/MEETINGS
· NRCS FO staff attended training on NRCS programs.
· Terry Schumacher, NRD Field Rep at Blair, attended the Silver Creek meeting at Omaha.  
· NRCS and NRD FO staff attended a NRCS/NRD All-Employees meeting in Tekamah.
Reported by: Robert Hall, Resource Conservationist, NRCS, Omaha, May 16, 2006
