Agenda Item: 13.

MEMORANDUM

TO: THE BOARD

SUBJECT:  General Manager’s Report
DATE: September 10, 2012

FROM: John Winkler, General Manager

A. INFORMATION/EDUCATION REPORT: The I & E Report detailing Information and
Education activities for the month of August 2012, is attached for your review.

B. PERSONNEL/MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS:

1. The District received a report from Chartis in regards to their Loss Control Consultation
Visit from August 17, 2012. There were no formal recommendations or discrepancies
noted. I want to thanks District staff for their efforts to reduce job loss prevention. The
report is attached for your review.

2. The Nebraska Unicameral Legislature Schedule of Interim Committee Hearings is
attached for your review.

C. REPORT ON PURCHASES — CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES AND PERSONAL PROPERTY: Pursuant to Board direction, attached is a
report indicating construction services, professional services and personal property purchases
for the month of August 2012. Please review this report and contact me if you have any
questions.

D. PAPILLION CREEK WATERSHED PARTNERSHIP REPORT: The PCWP report for
the month of August, 2012 is attached for your review. The next Partnership meeting is
scheduled to be held on September 27, 2012, at 10:00 a.m. at the NRC.

E. NEWS CLIPS:

v August 7, 2012 Omaha World Herald article, Development around Werner Park offto a
slow start

v August 7, 2012 Douglas County Post-Gazette article, Elkhorn River Access Parks to see
increased law enforcement

August 10, 2012 Sioux City Journal article, Papio-Missouri tax levy to hold steady

August 13, 2012 Omaha World Herald article, No increase for Papio-Missouri River
NRD tax levy

v August 15, 2012 Papillion Times article, NRD expects flat tax levy next year

AN



v August 16, 2012 Dakota County Star article, Dam making progress
v" August 30, 2012 Dakota County Star article, No Increase for Papio-Missouri River NRD
Tax Levy

*F. Pigeon Jones Dam Site 15 Recreation Area: Attached is the resolution to name the Pigeon
Jones Recreation Area “Danish Alps Recreation Area” and to name the lake of the Pigeon
Jones Dam Site 15 Recreation Area “Kramper Lake.”



August, 2012 Information/Education Report

Information

e Began work on groundbreaking ceremony for Structure WP-5.

e Completed retooling of NRD web site to accommodate new editing software

e Continued work on digital archiving of slides and B&W photos

e Updated Facebook page

e Continued scheduling of Public Service Announcements

e Began work on Fall Spectrum

o Assisted with World O Water event

e Assisted with Manager’'s Meeting

Education

August Programming Schedule:
e  8/1- Girls in the Wild Camp- 20 kids (8-14 yrs. old)

e 8/13- Legacy Primary School- Incredible Insects Program- 32 kids (2-4 yrs. old)

e 8/25- World O! Water Festival- General Assistance/Facilitation of Children’s Area
e 8/27- Holy Name- Incredible Insects Program- 17 kids (5-13 yrs. old)

e 8/29- Sandoz Elementary—Outdoor Classroom Garden Planting

Meetings:
e 8/6-UNMC Capstone Presentation
o 8/8- WET Workshop planning
e 8/11- NAl Committee
e 8/15- MORE Nature
e 8/20- Girl Scout
e 8/28- World O! Water Feedback/Recap

Planning
e NRD Summer Day Camps 2014

e MORE Nature and Go! Play Adventure Calendar, FaceBook Page, website
« Fall Nature Nights—flyers to schools, presenter confirmations

e Camp pictures/bios to Omaha World-Herald

e Updated LRIP verbiage

e QR trail at Chalco Hills Rec. Area
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“We should be fine for a while,” County Administrator Mark Wayne said.

In time, the county is counting on using a portion of the new property taxes generated from the Pennant
Place development to help pay off the stadium debt.

The county envisioned that the future commercial development would increase the county's tax base
between $50 million and $225 million. — John Ferak

Wermner Park is a hit with Omaha Storm Chasers fans, but hopes for development around the stadium
remain a field of dreams.

The Pennant Place development has yet to break ground, although more than three years have passed since
Sarpy County selected the site near 126th Street and Nebraska Highway 370 for the new ballpark.

Developer Roger Langpaul donated his family's land for Werner Park and pitched plans for an ice arena, a
water park, a fitness center, hotels, shops, restaurants, a grocery store, executive offices and new homes.

County officials touted the stadium as Sarpy County's next big development project and planned to tap its
tax revenue to help pay for the publicly funded ballpark. The County Board chairwoman at the time
proclaimed the development to be the county's economic stimulus package.

As the Storm Chasers play to strong crowds in the team's second season at Wemer Park, roughly 300 acres
of farmland remain the ballpark's neighbor.

The slow development is a financial matter for local governments, and so far, they have gone without a key
source of revenue they envisioned.

But Langpaul said his proposed project is building momentum.

He said he is working on two separate deals for Pennant Place and anticipates that construction will start by
next year. He said he expects to make an announcement in about 60 days.

In addition, Langpaul has sold a 20-acre parcel east of the ballpark to the Evangelical Lutheran Good
Samaritan Society for a senior housing community.

Sarpy County Administrator Mark Wayne said that organization wants to start construction next spring.
County officials say the absence of commercial development surrounding the ballpark is not unexpected.
“We never expected much development to occur in the first two to three years due to the slow economic
climate for new developments, not just in Sarpy but the whole region and across the United States,” Wayne

said.

Sarpy County is counting on property and sales taxes generated by the development to help pay off the debt
for the 25-year stadium construction bonds.

The City of Papillion spent about $815,000 bringing water and sewer lines to the ballpark site and expects
to recoup those costs as the area develops.
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Elkhorn River Access Parks to
see increased law enforcement

Three NRD Elkhorn River
access parks in Douglas County
will see heightened law
enforcement presence the
remainder of this summer.

“We are thrilled that so many
people are enjoying the sites,” said
John Winkler, Papio-Missouri
River NRD general manager.
“However, there are those who
choose to break the recreation area
rules and spoil the outdoor
experience for others. Additional
law enforcement will enhance
enjoyment for everyone.”

No alcohol consumption or glass
containers are permitted at these
parks. Littering in the parks and
river has been a concern along with
the failure to possess or wear life
jackets (personal floatation

devices) required for all tubes, rafis
and other inflatable vessels.
Violators of these rules are subject
to being cited.

The three parks are Elkhorn
Crossing, near 252nd and
Bennington Road, Graske
Crossing, near West Dodge Road,
and the West Maple Road River
Access site. All three public parks
are open from 6 aam. to 10 p.m. The
hours are strictly enforced.

“These river access sites have
created ever-expanding oppor-
tunities for our water-based
recreation enthusiasts in the metro
area,” said Winker. “Safe and
conscientious users will appreciate
the need for greater law
enforcement.”
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Sioux City Journal
Papio-Missouri tax levy to hold steady

August 10, 2012 5:30 pm
OMAHA | The Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District's proposed fiscal year 2013 budget calls for

no tax levy increase.

If approved, it would be the sixth consecutive year the NRD's Board of Directors has passed a budget with no

tax levy increase.

The board will conduct a public hearing and vote on the final budget at its Sept. 13 meeting in Dakota City.
The Papio-Missouri River NRD includes Dakota, Sarpy, Douglas and Washington counties and parts of Burt

and Thurston counties.

The proposed budget calls for a levy of .032753, the same as the current year's levy. The budget outlines total
spending estimated at $87.4 million, of which $17.2 million will be raised through the property tax levy. Other
NRD revenue comes from bonds, federal and state cost sharing for specific projects and income from

improvement project areas.

-- Nick Hytrek
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NRD expects flat tax levy next year

The Papio-Missouri River
Natural Resources District is
not anticipating a tax increase
next year.

Atits Aug. 9 Board of Direc-
tors meeting, the NRD's fiscal
year 2013 was introduced. The
proposal calls for a tax levy of
3.2753 cents per $100 assessed
valuation, the same as the cur-
rent levy, assuming a 1 percent
increase in valuations across
the entire district. The district
expects a 1.24 percent increase
in Sarpy County.

At that rate, the owner of a
typical $150,000 home would

pay $49.13 next year to support
the NRD. The district provides
services to Sarpy, Douglas,
Washington and Dakota coun-
ties as well as most of Burt and
Thurston counties.

“Following final review and
adoption in September, this
will be the sixth consecutive
year that the NRD has held
steady or reduced its property
tax levy,” NRD General Man-
ager John Winkler said in a
news release. “It is extremely
challenging to hold the line on
property taxes considering the
recent elimination of state aid

and the constant reduction of
federal funding and programs
supporting natural resources
management.”

The district’s budget esti-
mates total spending at $87.4
million, of which $17.2 million
in revenue is raised through
property taxes. Other sources
of income are bonds, income
from improvement project ar-
eas and federal and state cost-
sharing for specific projects.

A public hearing will be
held on the budget at the
board’s Sept. 13 meeting in Da-
kota City, Neb.
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Photos by Eike Renning/Dakota County Ster
The Site 15 Pigeon/Jones Creek Dam Project is progressing along nicely. The project, which began in
June, is expected to be completed in 2015. The work on the grade of the dam, picture inset, should
be completed this fall. The area surrounding the 226-acre lake, including day-use areas and avernight
camping, should be completed in the falt of 2015.

Universal information Services , Inc. http://news.universal-info.com Page: 1/1



Dakota County Star
8-30-2012

No Increase for
Papio-Missouri River
NRD TaxLlevy

The Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District's 2013 budget contains no increase in
the tax levy for the sixth consecutive year, but holding the line is becoming“harder, the general
manager warned.

John Winkler said the elimination of state aid and a reduction in federal fundin%are squeezing the
NR.D... The board will hold a public hearing and vote on a final budget at its September
13 meeting in Dakota City.

“If the district is to continue to construct projects which protect life and property and enhance

the quality of life of
our constituents, the district will find it necessary to seek additional revenues, delay critical flood control
improvements or eliminate vital infrastructure," Winkler said.

he proposed budget calls for a properté tax levy of .032753 for the 2013 fiscal year. That means

that the owner of pro;la_ert% valued at $100,000 would again pay $32.75 in annual property taxes to
sugport NR.D projects. The budget identifies an estimated _
$87.4 million in spending. f that amount, $17.2 million in revenue would be generated by
Broperty taxes in Sarpy, Douglas, Washington, and Dakota Counties, plus the eastern 60 percent of

urt and Thurston County.

A public hearing to set the property tax levy and adoption of the proposed fiscal
year 2013 budget will be addressed at the meeting starting at 7 p.m., followed by a regular Board of
Director's meeting at 7:30 p.m. The meeting is opento the public and interested individuals
are encouraged to afttend.



Whereas, the Pigeon-Jones Dam Site 15 Project is being constructed by
the Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District on lands in Dakota
County, Nebraska, that resemble the terrain of Denmark and which evoke the
proud heritage and homeland of the Danish immigrants who settled such
lands; and,

Whereas, Vince Kramper has been a long-standing advocate for and
protector of the natural environment, having served as a Natural Resources
District Director, as a Member of the Nebraska Natural Resources
Commission, and as a Member of the Nebraska Environmental Trust Board,
always working tirelessly and effectively for the betterment of the natural
resources of Nebraska,

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Board of Directors of the Papio-
Missouri River Natural Resources District that the recreation area being
constructed by the District as a principal feature of its Pigeon-Jones Dam Site
15 Project, should be named and henceforth shall be referred to as the
"Danish Alps Recreation Area."

Be it further resolved that, in recognition of and sincere appreciation
for Vince Kramper‘s support and advocacy for environmentally valuable
programs and projects such as the Pigeon-Jones Dam Site 15 Project, the
flood control reservoir located in the Danish Alps Recreation Area should be
named and henceforth shall be referred to as "Kramper Lake.”



