Agenda Item: 11,

MEMORANDUM

TO THE BOARD:
SUBJECT:  General's Manager Report
DATE: April 6, 2005

FROM: Steve Oltmans, General Manager

A. INFORMATION/EDUCATION REPORT: A copy of the I&E Report detailing Information
and Education activities for the month of March, 2005, is attached for your review.

B. MISCELLANEOUS/PERSONNEL ITEMS:

1. On March 29, 2005 South Sioux City held a Signing Ceremony for Crystal Cove. This
project is the 1" in the nation by the Corps of Engineers under the Missouri and Middle
Mississippi Rivers Environmental Enhancement Project (Section 514). Gerry Bowen
represented the P-MRNRD at the ceremony.

2. Thank You's and Miscellaneous Letters:

a. Attached i1s an e-mail from Jeff Beals, Vice President, Coldwell Banker Commercial
World Group, and host of the KKAR radio program, “Grow Omaha,” thanking the GM
for being a guest on the March 12™ program. The radio program airs 8:00 — 9:00 a.m.
on Saturday mornings.

b. Attached is a “thank you” note from the Belford Family thanking the District for the use
of the Natural Resources Center for their son’s Eagle Scout ceremony. The note states,
"Your facilities and staft were just excellent for our needs.”

C. REPORT ON_ PURCHASES -~ CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES, PERSONAL PROPERTY: Pursuant to Board direction, attached is a report
indicating construction services, professional services and personal property purchases for the
month of March, 2005. Please review this report and contact me if you have any questions.

D. CURRENT AND ON-GOING PROJECTS — P-MRNRD LEGAL COUNSEL: Attached
is a copy of the current and on-going projects for District Legal Counsel, Paul Peters, as of
February 14, 2005. I would ask each Director to review this listing. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me.




E. PAPIO CREEK WATERSHED PARTNERSHIP UPDATE: Attached are the minutes

from the March 17, 2005 PCWP meeting. The meeting focused on the presentation for the
“Safe” Watershed Public Forum held on March 23, 2005. The next partnership meeting will
be held on April 28, 2005 at 10:00 a.m. at the NRC.

2004 WATER QUALITY REPORT: In March the District prepared and sent to ail rural

water customers the 2004 Water Quality Report. The report is different for each of the
District’s three rural water systems, inasmuch as the source of supply comes from three
different communities. A copy of the Thurston, Washington and Dakota County Rural Water
System Reports are attached for your review and information. This report, mandated by the
EPA, is revised and submitted annually.

G. NEWS CLIPS:
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March 3, 2005, Papillion Times Article — Mall Shadow Lake “big impact’ for Papillion
March 9, 2005, Bellevue Leader Editorial — Riverfront dreams

March 10, 2005, Ashland Gazette Article — Obstructions to be removed from Platte

March 11, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Interest in water system to be gauged
March 13, 2005, Sioux City Journal Article — New building will put farmers’ stops all in
one place

March 15, 2005, Douglas County Gazette Article — Washington County landowners file
suit against NRD

March 15, 2005, Blair Pilot-Tribune Article — Local folks sue to stop NRD dam

March 15, 2005, Blair Pilot Tribune Article — Subdivision may join rural water plan

March 15, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article - Bighorn painting selected for stamp

March 16, 2005, Omaha World Herald Editorial — Discover Boyer Chute. Look, linger,
hunt, fish, hike, observe birds, watch wildlife, enjoy nature.

March 16, 2005, Lincoln Journal Star Article — Program would cut irrigation. It will pay
farmers to not irrigate land along the Platte and Republican rivers.

March 16, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — More people appeal proposed — Gene
Leahy Mall master plan.

March 19, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Residents sue to stop dam project.

March 20, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Set-aside deal touted as wildlife
rejuvenator

March 21, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — The flood of possibilities they don’t want.
A proposal to build dams to help with flood control in Omaha could leave some homes in
Washington, Neb., under water.

March 22, 2005, Blair Pilot Tribune Article - Rural water work begins

March 24, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Judge says group’s bid to stop dam was
too late.

March 25, 2005, Blair Enterprise Article - Landowners’ lawsuit against NRD dam project
dismissed.

March 25, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Funding approved for Leigh dam



March 25, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Washington County talks of rural
crowding

March 28, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Cities speak up on water. Officials say
irrigators have too much say on policy.

March 28, 2005, Omaha World herald Editorial — New law no answer. Nebraska water
task force is the group to trust to fix competing water interests.

March 29, 2005, Lincoln Journal Star Editorial — Conservation program will aid transition
March 30, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Omaha-to-Fremont trail plan in doubt.
The Douglas County Board’s failure to approve the recreation project could result in the
loss of $5.5 million in federal funding.

March 31, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Trail vote could cost federal money. Rep.
Lee Terry says the funds may be spent elsewhere if the Douglas County Board doesn’t pay
its share.

March 31, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Osborne: Protect McConaughy for all
uses.

April 1, 2005, Blair Pilot Tribune Article — Landowners appeal NRD ruling.

April 5, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Water program a hit with farmers

April 6, 2005, Omaha World Herald Public Pulse Letter from Ralph Roza, Corps of
Engineers, Chief, Planning Branch — Corps’ work is vital

April 7, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Developer eyes I-80 site to build amusement
park

April 8, 2005, Omaha world Herald Article — Irrigators oppose groundwater plan [Note
from GM: This is serious business pursuant to the Kansas law suit settlement on the
Republican River Compact of 1943.)

4 &4 4 43

4 4 444 &

/p/SO/GM Reports/2005/April



March 2005

Information & Education Report

Information
* Continued work on prep for Earth Day celebration
e Began work on Spring 2005 SPECTRUM
* Prepared for General Manager appearance on Grow Omaha radio program
* Began work on mailing of Speakers Bureau mailing
¢ Began work on Back to the River video

Began prep for state Envirothon
Began work on National Trails Day ads
» Assisted GM on prep for Reservoirs story in Midlands Business Journal

Education

o Selected Schools to attend Water Works 2005
Delivered treats to school partners for Teacher Appreciation Day
Read for ‘Read Across America’ at Benson West Elementary
Attended training on InDesign software
Presented at King Science Magnet School’s Science Fun Night
Held Metro-Regional Envirothon

o Send out Winner Certificates

o Contacted State Representative about Registration
Presented Bird Program to Benson West Elementary 1% Grades
Met with the Omaha Raptor Team concerning Flight Cages
Presented at the Earth Wellness Festival
Met with the Metro YMCA concerning Corporate Programs
Scheduled and Managed 90 volunteer hours
Continued working on NGP Foundation Grant
Scheduled Spring Bird Banding Programs
Presented Geocaching program to Millard South Environmental Studies Class
Sent out Spring Program Confirmation Letters
Confirmed tree cooler and tree delivery
Continued working on revisions for P-MRNRD policies
Contacted local geocaching organizations for in-put on policies
Arranged for OWH Newspapers In the Classroom sponsorship
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Oltmans, Steve

From: Jeff Beals [JBeals@worldgrouplic.com]
Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 2:32 PM

To: Oltmans, Steve

Subject: Thank you

Steve,

KHKHR 1290 & oo = Fochr

Thank you for being our guest on Grow Omaha Saturday morning. We received quite a bit of positive feedback
about the show from several of our listeners. Apparently a ot of our regular listeners are heavy users of the trail
system and the various recreation areas. | researched your organization a great deal in preparing for the show,
and | now have new appreciatian for all that you do. | look forward to keeping in touch!

Qur intern will send you a C.D. recording of the show this week.
Thanks again,

Jeff Beals

Vice President of Qperations

Coldwell Banker Commercial World Group
362 North 114th Street

Omaha, NE 68154

(402) 697-8899 (Office)

(402) 510-7468 (Mobile)

{402) 697-8585 (Fax)

www worldgroupllc.com
www.growomaha.com

3/14/2005
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PAPIO -MISSOURI RIVER
NATURAL
RESOURCES
DISTRICT

8901 5. 154TH ST.
OMAHA. NE 68138-362t

Updated: March 11, 2005

Current and On-Going Projects
P-MRNRD Legal Counsel

@ = Top Priority

F = Future Work — No Assignment
N = New Assignment

O = Others Handling

W =Work in Progress

P = PFP’s Portion Completed

* Big Papio Channel Project - West Center Road to West Dodge Road (Woodward):

e Little Papio: (Cleveland)
¢ Big Papio : (Cleveland)
e West Branch (Cleveland):

o Land Exchange with Sarpy Co. (96" St.) (W)

o Purchase Agreements, deeds (90" to Giles) (P)

& Interlocal Agreement with Sarpy County and Bellino (N)
& Dittus ROW Condemnation (N)

o Western Sarpy Dike (Cleveland):

Closing with Bundy’s (potentially modify ROW/offer) (F)

Amended drainage ditch easements on Hickey (First National Property) (P)
Cabin ROW Documents, closing for Vosler & Grothe (W)

Hansen ROW Condemnation (W)

0000

¢ Floodway Purchase Program (Woodward):

o Floodway Property Purchase Agreements as needed (F)
e Trail Projects (Bowen):

* Missouri River Corridor Project (Becic):

o California Bend — Final settlement with tenant (Wright’s) (W)
o Lower Decatur Bend — Appraisal Review, ROW documents and habitat easements (P)



USDA P.L. 566 Projects, Silver Creek and Pigeon/Jones Watershed (Puls/Cleveland):

o Pigeon/Jones Creek Site Easements — as needed (P)
o Silver Creek Site Easements— as needed (W)
o Release of Site S-7 Easement (W)

& Papio Site $-27 (Fox Ridge Estates) Trail Easements (W)
Papio Watershed Dam Sites (Woodward/Petermann);

o Dam Site 19 agreement (F)

o DS 13 Closing with Lyman-Richey Corp (P)

@ DS 13 Agreement with Elkhomn and Omaha (W)

& DS 13 Easement with Metro Community College (W)
& Shadow Lakes Agreement with SIDs (N)

Papio Creek Watershed Partnership (Stormwater) (Woodward):

o Stage IlI Contract with HDR (N)

Rural Water Projects: (Sklenar)

Elkhorn River Public Access Sites (Sklenar):

Other:

/peters/project lists/2005 - March



PAPILLION CREEK Bapillien]Creel

WATERSHED PARTNERSHIP M Wpveralnad
MEETING MINUTES e Eancnership

.} www.papiopartnership.org

Subcommittee Meeting on Comprehensive Stormwater Management
March 17, 2005,9 AM to 10 AM - Board Room
Natural Resources Center, 8901 S. 154™ Street, Omaha, NE

Attendants

The following were in attendance: Laurie Carrette Zook (HDR), Lyle Christensen (HDR), Kent
Holm (Douglas County), Dan Freshman (Ralston), Sheri Larsen (Elkhom), Joe Soucie (LaVista),
Robert Hayes (Boys Town), Nina Cudahy (Omaha), Bob Sink (Omaha), Karen Klein (Omaha),
Pat Slaven (Omaha), and Marlin Petermann (P-MRNRD).

Purpose

A Partnership Subcommittee meeting was held on the above date in order to discuss topics stated
in the attached agenda. The meeting began at approximately 9:07 AM.

1. Introductions

» Marlin Petermann (P-MRNRD) opened the meeting and everyone introduced himself or
herself. An agenda and sign-up sheet were distributed.

2. Next Public Meeting: Safe Watershed, March 23, 2005.

» Lyle Christensen (HDR) reviewed the proposed presentation for the “Safe” Watershed
Public Form to be held Wednesday, March 23, 2005. Several items of note are
summarized.
= A typical cross section and plan view of the flooding were shown at three locations
within the Watershed. These graphics show how the floodplain handles the 10- and
100-year flood events, as defined in the most current Flood Insurance Study. The
floodplains shown need to be replotted to depict the current mapped floodplain. Bob
Sink (Omaha) suggested relating the floodplain to acres of land flooded per a unit of
length.

¢ The graphic used to define the floodway and floodplain is confusing and needs to be
revised and simplified.

o “Fully developed” land use conditions were based on the latest comprehensive land
use plans from the communities or counties within the Watershed.

® It was noted to describe the rationale for locating channelization and reservoirs
projects within a Watershed.

¢ Bob Sink (Omaha) suggested adding a slide to the beginning of the presentation to
alert the audience with a flooding statistics on number of lives lost and damages.
Within the Watershed, 10 deaths have occurred: 1964 =»7; 1999 =1 and
2004 = 2.



» A copy of the latest “Clean” Watershed Questions Posed by Attendees at the February
17th public meeting was distributed. Any comments are to be provided to Laurie
Carrette Zook (HDR) by March 21. The questions and responses will be then posted on
the PCWP website.

» In preparation for the “Safe” Watershed meeting a series of “Frequently Asked
Questions” (FAQ) on the multi-reservoir program has been prepared. Any comments are
to be provided to Laurie Carrette Zook (HDR) by March 21.

» The PCWP website will be updated by Nina Cudahy (Omaha) to reflect the past public
meetings including the presentations and survey results.

» The public invitation notice has been modified by Paul Woodward (P-MRNRD) and was
emailed the week of March 14. Sign-in sheet, comment card, nametags, and handout
materials will be coordimated between HDR and P-MRNRD.

3. Next Meeting Dates

» At the Parinership meeting following this Subcommittee meeting, a smaller
subcommittee was formed to discuss the revised Stage III scope of work and includes:
Joe Soute (LaVista), Marty Grate (Omaha), Nina Cudahy (Omaha), Bob Sink (Omaha),
Robert Hayes (Boys Town) and Kent Holm (Douglas County). The next Sub-
Subcommittee meeting will be held on Thursday, March 24, 2005 at 10:00 AM in the
Board Room of the Natural Resources Center to review the Stage III scope of work
prepared by HDR. The next public forum is scheduled for Wednesday, March 23, 2005,
at 7:00 PM,

4. Adjourn

» The meeting adjourned at approximately 10:06 AM. An agenda, attendance list, and the
handouts passed out at the meeting are available to those members who were not present

at the meeting upon request.

Please contact Paul Woodward at 444-6222 or Laurie Carrette Zook at 399-1078 regarding any
questions or comments concerning these meeting minutes.

Zpwoodward\335\PCWP\Meetings\050317-SubPCWP meeting minutes.doc File: 535 “PCWP”



Thurston County Rural Water System

NATURAL
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2004 Water Quality Report |

Far the periad of Jan. 1 to Dec. 31. 2004

A word from your
water supplier

The District is presenting you
with this year’s annual Water
Quality Report. We want to keep
you informed about the quality of
water that has been delivered to
you over the past year. Our
constant goal is to provide you a
safe and dependable supply of
drinking water. Our water source is
derived and purchased from the
Village of Pender, which draws
groundwater from its wells.
Chlorine is added to your water
supply in precise amounts through
an automatic feeder. Chlorine
destroys bacteria and is a vital
step in ensuring the health of our
community. The Village of Pender
is taking steps to address the high
nitrate contamination in their water
supply. The construction of a new
water treatment plant (completion
by June 2005) is scheduled to
resolve the problem.

All NRD employees responsible for
operating and maintaining the
system are trained and certified by
the State. The NRD welcomes
your comments; the Board of
Directors meets at 8 PM on the
second Thursday of every month
at 8091 S. 154th Street, Omaha,
NE. For a copy of the agenda, call
the NRD at (402) 444-6222 or visit
the NRD’s web site at;

www.papionrd.org

About this Report

This report is meant to show
substances that were detected in
your water during the past
calendar year. The U.S. Congress
revised the Safe Drinking Water
Act in 1996, requiring public water
systems to send annual water
quality reports to all customers
served, or by advertising in a local
paper. This report is paid by water
customers through current water
rates. If you have any questions
about your water quality, contact
Dick Sklenar, Project Manager,
(402) 444-6222,

DISTRICT

B0 8. 154th St
Omaha, NE 68138-3621

What you should know: Contaminants
found in your drinking water

All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to
contain naturally eccurring minerals and at least small amounts of some
contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate
that the water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and
potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental
Protection Agency's Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.

Contaminants that may be present in the source water include:

A) Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come
from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock
operations and wildlife.

B) Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally
occurring or result from urban storm water runoff, industrial, or domestic
wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming.

C) Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such
as agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and residential uses.

D) Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic
chemicals, which are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum
production, and can also come from gas stations, urban storm water
runoff, and septic systems.

E) Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the
result of oil and gas production and mining activities.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the Environmental Protection
Agency prescribes regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in
water provided by public water systems.

Notice to immuno-compromised persons

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than
the general population. Immune-compromised persons, such as those with
cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ
transplants, those with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some
elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people
should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. The
EPA and Center for Disease Control guidelines on appropriate means to
lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbiological
contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800
426-4791.

Pender’s Source Water

Assessment Availability

The Nebraska Dept. of Environmental Quality (NDEQ) has completed the
Source Water Assessment. Included in the assessment is a Wellhead
Protection Area map, potential contaminant source inventory, vulnerability

rating, and source water protection information. For more information, please
contact the NDEQ at (402) 471-6988.

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to
contain at least small amounts of contaminants. The presence of contaminants
does not necessarily pose a health risk. More information about contaminants
and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe Drinking
Water Hotline at {800) 426-4791.



Thurston County Rural Water System
2004 Water Quality Report

Test Results (Collected in 2004 uniess noted)

Microbiological Contaminants

. _— Positive Total number | Maximum Contaminant Likely source of
¢
Contaminant Violation’ samples # MCLG of Samples Level {MCL) Contamination
Total (;ollfor*m NO 0 0
bacteria
Inorganic Contaminants
i Violation? | Lever | Unitof MCLG | MCL | Likel  Contaminati
Contaminant iolation? Dc:\tr:cm measurement Ikely source of Contamination
. Water additive which promotes strong teeth;
Fluoride (2003) NO 34 PPM 4 4 discharge from fertilizer; erosion of natural deposits
Nitrate-Nitrite YES 12 PPM 10 10 | e Gt o20hing from sewage: efosion
* Corrosion of household plumbing system; erosion of
Copper (2003} NO 298 PPB 1300 1300 natural deposits; leaching from wood preservatives
Lead ( 2003) * NO 29 PPB 0 15 S;:?;izg:;sr:gsehold plumbing system; erosicn of
Arsenic {2003} NO 357 PPB N/A 50 Erosion of natural deposits; runoff from orchards
. Discharge of drilling wastes, metal refineries.
Barium (2003) NO .596 PPM 2 2 Erosion of natural deposits.
Chromium (2003) | NO 3.15 PPB 100 100 | peerarge o, steet and pulp mils; Erosion of
Nickel {2001) NO 8.31 PPB N/A 100 Erosion of natural deposits; Leaching.
Selenium (2003) | NO 35.4 PPB 50 50 | pecharge f;g;grgfggg;gf;;;"d metal refineries;
Disinfectants & Disinfectant By-
Products
Total Haloacetic NO 11 PPB 60 By-product of drinking water chlorination
Acids (HAAB)* )
Total
Trihalomethanes NO 6.23 PPB N/A 80 By-product of drinking water chlorination
(TTHMs)*
Radioactive Contaminants
Alpha Emitiers NO 4.8 pCifl 0 15 Erosion of natural deposits
(2000)
Unregulated Contaminants
Contaminant H'%:ﬁ:;“' Unit of Measurement
Sulfate (2003) 77.0 FPPM

* = Collected by P-MRNRD. All others by City of Pender

Note: The state requires monitoring of certain cantaminants less than once per year because the cencentrations of these centaminants do not change frequently. Therefore, some of aur data may be more than one
year old. Also, Information about Radiolegical contaminants may be obtained from NE Health and Human Services by calling (402) 471-2541.

MCL (Maximum contaminant level): the highest level of a contaminant that s allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close 1o the MCLGS as feasible using the best available trealment technology. MCLG
{(Maximum contaminant level goal} The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expacted risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.  PPM (Parts per million) pne part
per millicn, or milligram per liter, corresponds to ane minute In 2 years or one penny in $10,000, PPB (Parts per billion) one part per billion, or ane microgram per liter, corresponds Lo ene minute in 2,000 years or
a single penny in $10,000,000.

Nitrate in drinking water at levels abave 10 ppr is a health risk for infants of less than 6 months of age. High nitrate levels in drinking water can cause blue baby syndrome. Nitrate levels may tise
quickly for short periods of time because of rainfall or agricultural activity, If you are caring for an infant, you should ask for advice from your health care provider. The Envirenmental Prolection Agency
(EPA) is currently reviewing the drinking water standard for arsenic because of special concerns that it may not be stringent enaugh. Arsenic is a naturally occurring mineral known to cause cancer in humans at high
concentrations.

Your Community Water system is required to test for the following contaminants: Colifarm Bacteriz, Antimony, Arsenic, Asbastos, Barium, Beryllium, Gadmium, Chromium, Copper, Cyanide, Fluoride, Lead, Mercury,
Nicket, Nitrate, Nitrite, Selenium, Sodium, Thaliium, Alachior, Atrazine, Benzo{a)pyrene, Carbofuran, Chiordane, Dalapon, Di(2-ethylhexyl)adipate, Dibromochlcrepropane, Dinoseb, Di2-ethylhexyfiphihalate, Diqual,
2,4-D, Endoinall, Endrin, Ethylene Dibromide, Glyphosate, Heptachlor, Heptachlor epoxide, Hexachlorobenzene, Hexachlorocyclopentadiene, Lindane, Methoxychlar, Oxamy! (Vydate), Pentachiorophendl, Picloram,
Poiychlorinated hiphenyls, Simazine, Toxaphene, Dioxin, Silvex, Benzena, Carben Tetrachloride, o-Dichlorabenzene, Para-Dichlorobenzene, 1,2-Dichlorethane, 1,1-Dichloroethylene, Cis-1,2,-Dichloroethyiene,
Trans-1,2-ichlorethylene, Dichloromethane, 1,2- Dichloromethane, Elhylbenzene, Manachlorobenzene, 1,2,4-Tricharobenzene, 1,1,1-Trichloraethane, 1-1,2- Trichlaroethane, Trichloroethylena, Yinyl Chioride,
Styrene, Tetrachloroethylene, Toluene, Xylenes (total) Gross Alpha (minus Uranium & Radium 226), Radkurn 226 plus Radium 228, Sulfate, Chloraform, Bremodichioromethane, Chlgrodibromomethane,
Bremoform, Chioroform, Bromodichloromethane, Chiorodibromomethane, Bromotorm, Chiorobenzene, m-Dichlorobenzene, 1,1-Dichloropropene, 1,1-Dichloroethane, 1,1,2,2-Tetrachioratharie, 1,2-Dichlorobenzene,
1,1-Dichioropropene, 1,1-Dichloroethane, 1,1,2,2-Tetrachlorethane, 1,2-Dichlorapropane, Chioromethane, Bromomethane, 1,23-Trichloroprapane, 1,1,1,2-Tetrachloroethane, Chioroathane, 2,2-Dichloroprooopane,
¢-Chlorotoluene, p-Chlorotoluene, Bromebenzene, 1,3-Dichloropropene, Aldrin, Butachlor, Carbarryl, Dicamba, Digldrin, 3-Hydroxycarbofuran, Methonyl, Metaiachlor, Metribuzin, Propachior.



Washington County Rural Water System

PAPIO -MISSOURI RIVER
NATURAL

RESOURCES

2004 Water Qualitv Report |

For the period of Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 2004

A word from your
water supplier

The District is providing you with this
year's annual Water Quality Report. We
want to keep you informed about the
excellent quality of water that has been
delivered to you over the past year. Cur
goal is, and always has been, to provide
you a safe and dependable supply of
drinking water. Our water comes from the
Metropolitan Utilities District, which draws
water from the Platte and Missouri Rivers.
Chloramine is added to your water supply
in precise amounts to destroy bacteria,
and is a vital step in ensuring the health of
aur community. Your Washington County
Rural Water System presently has about
35 miles of pipeline, providing service to
over 420 rural residences and to the City
of Ft. Calhcun.

Al NRD employees responsible for
operating and maintaining the system are
trained and certffied by the State. The
NRD welcomes your comments; the Board
of Directors meets at 8:00 p.m., on the
second Thursday of every month at 8091
S. 154th Street, Omaha, NE. For a copy of
the agenda, call the NRD at (402} 444-
6222 or visit the NRD's web site at;

www.papionrd.org

About this Report

This report is meant to show substances
that were detected in your water during the
past calendar year. The U.S. Congress
revised the Safe Drinking Water Act in
1998, requiring public water systems to
send annual water quality reports to all
customers served, or by advertising in a
local paper.

Este informe ¢antiene informacion muy
importante sobre el agua que usted bebe,
Traduzealo o hable con alguien que o
entienda bien.

What you should know: Contaminants
found in your drinking water

All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to
contain naturally occurring minerals and at least small amounts of some
contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate
that the water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and
potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental
Protection Agency’s Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.

Contaminants that may be present in the source water include:

A)  Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage
treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations and wildlife.

B) Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metafs, which can be naturally occurring or
result from urban storm water runoff, industrial, or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and
gas production, mining, or farming,

C) Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture,
urban storm water runoff, and residential uses.

D) Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which
are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come from
gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and septic systems.

E) Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas
production and mining activities.

in order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the Environmental Protection Agency
prescribes regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public
water systems.

Notice to immuno-compromised persons

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general
population. Immuno-compromised persons, such as those with cancer undergoing
chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, those with HIV/AIDS or other
immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections.
These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. The
EPA and Center for Disease Control guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of
infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbiological contaminants are available from the
Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800- 426-4791, or visit the web site at
www.epa.gov/safewater

Source Water Assessment Availability

At this time, Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality (NDEQ) has not completed a
source water assessment. However, NDEQ has prepared a wellhead protection area for
information contact NDEQ Groundwater Section at (402) 471-0098.

How to read the report

The table shows substances detected in your water from January 1 to December 31, 2004.
Maximum Contaminant Level {MCL) Righest level of a contaminant allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasibla using the best available treatment
technology. Maximum Contaminant Level Goal {MCLG) Level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for &

margin of safety.

N/A means not applicabe. NTU means nephelometric turkidity units.
PPN {parts per million means 1 part per million (or miliigram per Jiter} and corresponds to 1 minute in 2 years or 1 penny in $10 thousand.
PPB {parts per biflion) means 1 part per billion (or microgram per liter) and corresponds to 1 minute in 2,000

years or 1 penny in $10 million.
PCI/L means picocuries per [ier; a measure of radiation

Peaking wells produced .1 percent of the water consumed in 2004,

< means less than. > means more than.




Washington County Rural Water System » 2004 Water Quality Report

Max. Florence Platte Millard/Elkhorn

Tested and Detected” Unit Allowed Goal Plant Plant Peaking Wells Likely source(s) Violation

Arsenic ppb 50 N/A <20 6.0 43-<20 Runoff from orchards; natural deposits; No
runoff from glass and electronic production wastes.

Atrazine ppb 3 3 4-<.08 9-<0.08 .6-<0.08 Runoff from herbicide used on row crops. No

Barium ppm 2 2 03 10 0.25-0.14 Discharge of drilling wastes; discharge from No
metal refineries; erosion of natural deposits,

Chromium ppb 100 100 <1.0 49 135-9.4 Discharge from steet & pulp mills; natural deposits  No

Fluoride ppm 4 4 1.1-1.0 11-1.0 03-02 Water additive to promote strong teeth; erosionof  No
naiural deposits; disch.from aluminum & fert. factory

Diguat ppb 20 20 <0.6 9 <0.6

Selenium ppb 50 50 <5.0 54 <5.0 Discharge from petroleum and metal refineries;  No
Erosion of natural deposits

Nitrale & Nitrite total jas nivogeny ppm 10 10 0.8 1.5 38-03 Runoft from fertilizer use; leaching from No
sepic tanks, sewage; erosion of natural deposits.

Sodium ppm 500 N/A 92-57 203-41 21-18 An glement of the alkali metal group found No
in nature, scil, rocks and other deposits.

Turbidity NTU 1 N/A 0.33-<0.08 N/A N/A Soil runoff. No

Diguat ppb 20 20 <0.6 0.9 <0.6 Runoff from Herbicide use. No

Di{2-elthylhexyl)Adipate ppb 400 400 <0.5 48 <05 Discharge from Chemical Factories. No

* = Colllected by Metropolitan Utilities District

Tested and Not Detected: 1,1,1-Trichloroethane, 1,1,2-Trichioroethane, 1,1-Dichlorosthylens, 1,2,4-Trichlorobenzene, 1,2-Dichlorosthane, 1,2-Dichlorcpropane, 2,3,7,8-TCOD {Dioxin), 2,4,5-TP,
2,4-D, Acrylamide, Alachlor, Aldicarb Sulfone, Aldicarb Sulfoxide, Aldicarb, Antimony, Asbestos, Benzene, Banzo {a} pyrene, Berylium, Cadmium, Carbofuran, Carbon, Carbon Tetrachloride,
Chicrdane, Chromium, ¢is-1,2-Dichloroethylene, Cyanide (as free cyanide}, Dalapon, DBCP, Di (2-ethylhexyl) adipate, Di {2-ethylhexyl) phathalate, Dichloromethane, Dinoseb, Diquat, E. Coli, EDB,
Endothall, Endrin, Epichicrohydrin, Ethylbenzene, Giardia Lamblia, Glyphosate, Gross alpha and Gross beta ({radioactivity), Heptachlor epoxide, Heptachlor, Hexachlorobenzene,
Hexachlorocyclopentadiens, Legicnella, Lindane, Mercury, Methoxychlor, Monochlarobenzene, Nickel, o-Dichlorcbenzene, Oxamy! (vydate), p-Dichlorobenzene, PCBs, Pentachiorophenol, Picioram,
Radium-226 & 228 combined, Sefenium, Simazine, Strontium-80 (e), Styrene, Tetrachloroethylene, Thallium, Tolulene, Toxaphene, trans-1,2 Dichloroethylene, Trichlorosthylene, Tritum (2), Vinyl
chloride, Viruses, O-Xylene, Trifluralin.

Inorganic_Contaminants (collacted by P-MRNRD)

Contaminant Viclation Unit 90th % MCLG  Action Level Contamination Source
Copper (2003) NC ppm .0354 1.3 1.3 Corrosion of household plumbing system, erosion of natural deposits;
leaching from wood preservatives

Lead (2003) NO PRo 1 0 15 Corrosion of househeld plumbing system; erosion of natural deposits.
Violation Highestlevel ~ Rangeoflevels Unit ~ MCLG MCL  Contamination Source

Gross Alpha (2000) NO 3 N/A pCiiL 0 15 Erosion of natural deposits.

Disinfectants & Disinfection By-Products (collecied by P-MRNRD)

Total Trihalomethanes (2004) NO  88.3 22.7—88.3 ppb ¢ 80 By-product of drinking water chlorination

Total Haloacetic Acids (2004} NO 415 347—-415 ppb 60 By-product of drinking water chlorination

Unrequlated Contaminants Tested and Detected (collected by M.U.D. or P-MRNRD)
Belween January 1 - December 31, 2004, we conducled special monitoring tests for organic chemicals on the following unregulated contaminants.

Tested & Detected Unit Goal Highest Level Detected Range of Levels
Bromochloroacetic acid ppb N/A 7.9 7.9-11
Bromodichloromethane ppb 0 18.0 18.0-<05
Bromoform ppb 0 08 08-<05
Chloroform pRb NA 49 49.0- <05
Chloromethane ppb N/A 28 2B8-<05
Dibromochlaromethane ppb €0 8.3 8.3-<05
Dichloroacetic acid ppb H 30 300-29
Nickel pob N/A 48 46-<0.1
Metolachlor ppb N/A 20 2.0-<01
Sulfate ppm N/A 170 11170
Total Qrganic Carbon ppm N/A 36 36-21
Trichloroacetic Acid ppm 300 7.2 7.2-086
Mineral Analysis (averages for 2004)
Unit Florence Plant Platte Plant Peaking Wells
pH (in pH Lnits) 3295 Bﬁ? 1;22
Alkalinit - - . -
Al s 098 ©03 o8 Microbiological Contaminants
Sﬁléi?é”e ggm g‘g *51; gﬂs (collected by P-MRNRD})
Color {in coball piatinum ) ppm 2 5 1 Contaminant Violation ~ MCLG
Cissoived S0lids ow, cauawd ppm 425 40 574 Total Coliform Bacteria NO 0
Hardness fowascacos  grains per gallon 10 10 17
Iron ppm <0.02 <002 <0.03
Magnesium ppm 17 12 20
Manganase ppm «0.02 <0.02 <0.02
Phosphate ppm 0.05 064 0.56
Siiica ppm 76 23.1 2.1
Spec. Gonduclanceumies & 25 Deg s ppm 567 561 560
Temperalure degrees Celsiug 14.3 14.5

Zing ppm Q.02 <0.01 <0.01
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For the period of Jan. 1 to Dec. 31. 2004

A word from your
water supplier

The District is again pleased to
provide you with this year's annual
Water Quality Report. We want to
keep you informed about the
excellent quality of water that has
been delivered to you over the
past year. Our goal is, and always
has been, to provide you a safe
and dependable supply of drinking
water. Our water source is derived
and purchased from Dakota City
which draws groundwater from its
wells. Chlorine is added to your
water supply in precise amounts
through an automatic feeder.
Chlorine destroys bacteria and is a
vital step in ensuring the health of
our community.

Your Dakota County Rural
Water system presently has
about 126 miles of pipeline,
providing service to over 700 rural
households. All NRD employees
responsible for operating and
maintaining the system are trained
and certified by the State. The
NRD welcomes your comments;
the Board of Directors meets at 8
PM en the second Thursday of
every month at 8091 S. 154th
Street, Omaha, NE. For a copy of
the agenda, call the NRD at {402)
444-6222 or visit the NRD's web
site at; www.papionrd.org

Este informe contiene informacion
muy importante sobre el aqua que
usted bebe.

About this Report

This report is meant to show
substances that were detected in
your water during the past
calendar year. The U.S. Congress
revised the Safe Drinking Water
Act in 1996, requiring public water
systems to send annual water
quality reports to all customers
served, or by advertising in a local
paper. This report is paid by water
customers through current water
rates. If you have any guestions
about your water quality, contact
Randy Hummel, Superintendent,
{402) 987-3402,

DISTRICT

89071 §. 154th St.
Omaha, NE $8138-3621

What you should know: Contaminants
found in your drinking water

All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to
contain naturally occurring minerals and at least small amounts of some
contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate
that the water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and
potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental
Protection Agency's Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.

Contaminants that may be present in the source water include:

A) Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come
from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock
operations and wildlife.

B) Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally
oceurring or result from urban storm water runoff, industrial, or domestic
wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming.

C) Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such
as agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and residential uses.

D) Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic
chemicals, which are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum
production, and can also come from gas stations, urban storm water
runoff, and septic systems.

E) Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the
result of oil and gas production and mining activities.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the Environmental Protection
Agency prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain contaminants
in water provided by public water systems.

Notice to immuno-compromised persons

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than
the general population. Immuno-compromised persons, such as those with
cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ
transplants, those with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some
elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people
should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. The
EPA and Center for Disease Control guidelines on appropriate means to
lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbiological
contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800 426-
4791,

Dakota City’s Source Water
Assessment Availability

The Nebraska Dept. of Environmental Quality (NDEQ) has completed the
Source Water Assessment. Included in the assessment is a Wellhead
protection Area map, potential contaminant source inventory, vulnerability
rating and source water protection information. To view the Source Water
assessment or for more information please contact NDEQ at 402-471-6988.
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Test Results {Collected in 2004 unless noted)

Microbiological Contaminants

Contaminant Violation? Positive MCLG | Total#PositiveE. |  Maximum Contaminant Level Likely source of

Coli or Fecal {MCL) P
Samples # Colform Samples Contamination

Any routine and a repeat

Total Coliform . Naturally present in the
sample that are coliform .
bacteria * NO 0 0 0 positli)ve environment
Regulated Inorganic Contaminants ‘
. -. L oo Un&it — L . — .
i ? Lik tion
Contaminant Violation detected | measurement MCLG MCL ely source of Contamina
Arsenic Erosion of natural deposits; Runoff from orchards;
{01/14/2003) NO 242 ppb n/a 50 Runoff from electronics production wastes
Chromium Erosion of natural deposits; Discharge from steel
2. 1 -
(01/14/2003) NO 61 ppb 00| 100 | and pulp mlls
Nitrate-Nitrite Runoff from fertilizer; Leaching from sewage;
NO 85 ppm 10 10 Erosion of natural deposits
Nickel NO 1.65 ppb n/a 100
Copper * 6/17/2002 | No/0 sites Corrosion of houschold plumbing ;Erosion of
(90" percentile) over AL 334 ppb 1300 1300 natural deposits; Leaching from wood preservatives
Lead * 6/17/2002 No/1site Corrosion of household plumbing system; Erosion
ih 12.5 ppb 0 15 .

(90" percentile) over AL ) of natural deposits.

. Additive promoting strong teeth; discharge
Fluoride (01/14/2003) NO pPPM 4 4 from fertilizer; Erosion of natural deposits

Srrggﬁjf}:pha' Radium & NO 16 pCilL 0 15 —J Erosion of natural deposits
Disinfectants & Disinf¢ :6_n By-Products o ey e W g | e %
Total Trihalomethanes* NO 13.1 n/a 80 By-product of drinking water chlorination
Tolal Haloacetic Acids (HAASY* [ NO 2.82 nfa 60 By-product of drinking water chlorination
Total Haloacetic Acids (HAAS)* | NO .06 n/a 60 By-product of drinking water chlorination
Unregulated Contaminants = )

Contaminant ngll:te:ct:tlt;‘:jvel Range of levels detected Meagzl:e?;ent

Sulfate 152 N/A ppm

* = Collected by P-MRNRD. All others by Dakota City

Note: The state requires monitoring of certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these contamirants do not change fraguently.
Therefore, some of our data may he mare than one year old. Also, Information about Radiological contaminants may be obtained from NE Health and Human
Services by calling {402) 471-2541.

MCL (Maximum contaminant level): the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLSs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the

best available treatment technology. MCLG (Maximum contaminant level goal) The level of & contaminant in drinking water below which there is no knawn or

expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. PPM (Parts per million) one part per million, or milligram per liter, corresponds to one minute in 2 years

gr one penny in $10,000. PPB (Parts per billion) one part per billion, or one microgram per liter, corresponds to one minute in 2,000 years or a single penny in
10,000,000.

Your Community Water system is required to test for the following contaminants: Coliform Bactarla, Antimony, Arsenic, Asbestos, Barium, Beryllium, Cadmium, Chromium, Gopper,
Cyanide, Fluoride, Lead, Mercury, Nickel, Nitrate, Nitrite, Selenium, Sodium, Thallium, Alachlor, Atrazing, Benzo{a)pyrene, Carbofuran, Chiordane, Dalapon, Di2-ethylhexyl)adipate,
Dibromochloropropane, Dinoseb, Dif2-ethythexyljphthalate, Diguat, 2,4-D, Endcthall, Endrin, Ethylene Dibromide, Glyphosate, Heptachler, Heptachior epoxide, Hexachlorobenzene,
Hexachlorocyclopentadiene, Lindane, Methxychlor, Gxamyl (Vydate), Pentachlorophenol, Picloram, Polychlorinated biphenyls, Simazine, Toxaphene, Dioxin, Silvex, Benzene, Carbon
Tetrachioride, o-Dichlorobenzene, Para-Dichlorobenzene, 1,2-Dichlorethane, 1,1-Dichicroathylene, Cis-1,2,-Dichlorcethylene, Trans-1,2-Dichlorethylene, Dichloromethans, 1,2-
Dichloromethane, Ethylbenzene, Monachiorobenzene, 1,2,4-Trichorcbanzene, 1,1,1-Trichlorasthane, -1,2- Trichlorcethane, Trichlercethylene, Vinyl Chioride, Styrene,
Tetrachloroethylene, Toluene, Xylenes (total) Gross Alpha {minus Uranium & Radium 226), Radkum 225 plus Radium 228, Sulfate, Chioraform, Bromodichloromethane,
Chloredibromamethane, Bromoform, Chloroform, Bromodichloromethane, Chicrodibromomethane, Bromoform, Chiorebenzene, m-Dichlorcbenzene, 1,1-Dichioropropens, 1,1+
Dichloroethane, 1,1,2,2-Tetrachlorethane, 1,2-Dichiorobenzene, 1,1-Dichloropropens, 1,1-Dichloroethane, 1,1,2 2-Tetrachlorethane, 1,2-Dichloropropane, Chloromethane, Bromomethane,
1,23-Trichloropropane, 1,1,1,2-Tetrachlorosthane, Chioroethane, 2,2-Dichloraprooopane, o-Chlorotoluene, p-Chlorotoluene, Bromobenzene, 1,3-Dichlorcprepene, Aldrin, Butachlor,
Carbarryl, Dicamba, Dieldrin, 3-Hydroxycarbofuran, Methenyl, Metolachlor, Metribuzin, Propachilar.
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Riverfront dreams

A L T R i' —_vpﬁ}‘j

It’s time to put the dreaming caps on once again: What
do you want on your riverfront?

The City of Bellevue has announced its intentions for
Haworth Park North, and an artist’s rendering of the now-
demolished Kramer Power Plant site has been shown to the
City Council and made public through various media out-
lets.

Nothing is set in paving stones, but this is the first step
to the riverfront’s future. Now it’s time for the public to get
involyed and voice its opinion on the proposal, to offer its
ideas to best use the 100-acre tract, to determine where:
Bellevue goes from here.

According to the first drawing of Haworth Park North,
space is mcluded for sports, music events, barbeques and
educational purposes — all musts for this picturesque
venue. A Frisbee golf course is included in the initial plan,
and would certainly be unique and add a touch of charac-
ter.

Let the dreaming begin.

Perhaps Bellevue University can be included in plan,
working with the city to build a state-of-the-art baseball
complex that would be home to the Bruins, as well as high
school state tournaments and visiting College World Series
teams.

If a four-field complex is part of the dream — as indicat-
ed in the initial drawing — it should be usable for softball
teams, teams that would visit Bellevue for weekend tourna-
ments and fill up our motels registries.

If a performance area is part of the dream — as indicated
 in the initial drawing — outdoor concerts and plays could be

the norm on summer nights and autumn days. -

If a former water intake building is converted to a dra-
matic Missouri River overlook — as indicated in the initial
drawing — the building could contain an area for lovebirds
to grab a bite to eat or enjoy a glass of wine.

If an outdoor water playground is part of the dream — as
indicated in the initial drawing — it could be the grandest
and dandiest water park in the metro area.

Let the dreaming begin.

As discussions of Hawerth Park North move forward,
now is not the time for city officials and civic leaders to get
conservative.

Now is the time for the dreaming begin.

Now is the time to dream big.
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Obstructions to be

g

removed from Platte'

By Kelley Gaughan
Staff Reporrer

LINCOLN — Obstructions in
the Platte River are causing
danger to boaters and swim-
mers.

The Lower Platte River Cor-
ridor  Alliance  (LPRCA)
deemed two pilings in the Platte
River dangerous and/or visually
unpleasant and is working to rid
the problem,

-- The LPRCA will begin re-
moving the pilings around Au-
gust, The pilings consist of a va-

north of Louisville, just west of
the Highway 50 Bridge.

According to Verhoeff, the
pilings located north of Cedar
Blufts were blown up in 1998,
but have resurfaced.

He said the NRD is working
on planning with the Union Pa-
cific Railroad to remove the
pieces. Most likely they will use
heavy equipment to remove it,
Verhoeff said.

An assessment has been
completed on the pilings near
Louisville and the LPRCA is
submitting the plans to the U.S.

tiety 0f materials cluding con=—"Cofps~6f Engineeis, Verhoss

crete, wood, rebar and unidenti-
fied material. Many times they
are a result of an old bridge or
road.

“We had to prioritize the
most important pilings to re-
move,” LPRCA Coordinator
Rodney Verhoeff said.

The safety of people is the
main purpose for the removal,
although aesthetic value is im-
portant too, VerhoeiT said.

The pilings aren’t always vis-
ible and boaters can run into
them, damaging their boat or
even Kkilling them. Also, swim-
mers can get caught on them
and drowned.

One set of pilings is located
on the Platte River north of
Cedar Bluffs and the other is

T

said they have to get a permit
from the Corps to work on the
river. '

In order to remove the pil-
ings near Louisville, Verhoeff
said they plan to remove it via a
causeway. A causeway is a
peninsula or levy made of mate-
rial or out of sand in the river,
he said. This allows for the
heavy equipment to gain access
to the material for removal.

Verhoeff said the causeway
technique was used when the
Lied Bridge by South Bend had
pilings removed in 2000,

According to Verhoeff, ihe
piling concemns were brought to
the attention of the LPRCA over
the last several years by air
boaters.

Members of the Nebraska |
Air Boaters Association assisted |
the LPRCA with locating the :
pilings between Columbus and |
Plattsmouth on the Platte River. |

Verhoeff said during the last
two summers they canoed the |
entire  stretch with the air’
boaters and located the pilings !
and mapped them by GPS loca- |
tion. He said that some had been
previously located in 2002,

After the map was made, the
LPRCA, along with the air
boaters’ assistance, chose the
two most important pilings to,

“Terfove. T

The piling removal project
near Cedar Bluffs is funded by
the Lower Platte North NRD
and the Union Pacific Railroad
and the project near Louisville
is funded by the Lower Platte
South and  Papio-Missouri
NRDs.

Ten other pilings were identi-
fied in the study.

“We haven’t prioritized the
rest of the pilings,” Verhoeff
said. “We have to budget based
on what we find on prices for
the current projects.”

VerhoefY said they are trying
to find other partners to help
fund the removal of the other
pilings.

F
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Interest in iva.ter
system to be gauged

Some residents of rural Wash-
ington County will soon receive
surveys intended to gauge inter-
est in connecting to a central wa-
ter system.

The Papio-Missouri River Nat-
ural Resources District on
Thursday voted to conduct a fea-
sibility study for an extension of
the rural water system that the
district is building in the south-
eastern part of the county.

The City.of Blair had asked the
NRD to expand distribution lines
to the northeast and connect to
the city’s existing water line. -

The connection would in-
crease water pressure for €ity
residents and- could provide wa-
ter to 33 homes along County
Roads P35, P28, and P37 west of
Fort Calhoun.

Under the current plans, 36
miles of pipeline will supply wa-
ter to about 270 households south
of Blair and north of the Douglas
County line, between U.S. High-
way 75 and Nebraska Highway
133.

The $3.5 mllhon project, which
includes a water tower and pump
station in Blair, is expected to be
running by the fall.

Dick Sklenar, special projects
coordinator for the NRD, said at
least 20 house¢holds would have to
connect to the extended system
tomake it economically feasible.

The four-mile extension would
increase the total project by
slightly more than $300, 000
—MarionRhodes p~ H
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Washington
|County
landowners file
suit against NRD

On Friday, March 11, a lawsuit
was filed against the Papio
Missourt River Natural Resources
District (P-MRNRD) in Washing-
ton County District Court in Blair.

The plaintiffs, several Wash-
ington County landowners, allege
that the P~-MRNRD has violated its
own competitive bidding standards
in conjunction with a project
commonly known as Dam Site 13,
located between Omaha and
Elkhorn. - '

The P-MRNRD’s actions in
creating financial benefits to
private real estate developers are
also attacked in the lawsuit, based
on the theory that the P-MRNRD
has exceeded the authority given
to it by Nebraska statutes.

The landowners ask the court
to put a halt to further P-MRNRD
activity on Dam Site 13 until the
legal issues raised in the suit have
been answered by the court.
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 tiomg 45 listed in the-
_ distriet's policy mantial. In
8 spo ion which lists how
the should conduct
compptgwe bidding, the
plainitiffs maintain the
ynamyal ‘states that if the
price iof an item is antici-
patedito be $20,000 or m.ore,
NED. |management is re-
quire{i to prepare detailed
writtan specifications for
the iterns and must- -allow”
. Brop et hidding, Wign the-
t distriet's board pfdirectors
approved the agreemerit
. with Dial, the plaintiffs
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End to dam work s ought

has failed to follow the pre-

scribed procedures of .the
manual and take bids on
anyexpensestobeinourred
by the P-MRNED in the

-project proposed by the
‘agreement for Dam Site13,”

the lawslt states.

The second cause of ac-
tion requests the court de-
termine the NRD did not
have the authority to enter
into an agreement with a
privateentity:-also, thelaw-

Suitmaintainsthe NRDvio:

Iated state statutes andthe

Nebrasks constitution hy,

using public funds for pri-

vate purposes in its con- .

u'act with I)ial.
The third cajise ofaction

itiffs will

be subjected to “extreme
hardship by the illegal ex-
penditure of thetr taxpayer
meney” for Dam Site 13's
development and requests
thecourt granta permanent
injunctionagainstthe NRD

-regardingthe development

of Dam Site 13. The plain-
tiffs also maintain there
would be “little dr no ben-
efit” to landowners living
within the NRD's hound-
aries if Dam Site 13 is built
Bitt-that fhers f-ab-cthey
remedy of law to prevert
tha agreement from moy-
ingahead.

Along with I‘equestmg
the court rules in their fa-
vor regarding the three

causes of action, the plain-

tiffs are algo asking for an
order in which the NRD

would be required to ag-

count for all public funds
alrsady spent or schednled
to be spent as pa:c't of the
agreement.
Oltmanssaidhe was “dis-
appointed” swhen he

learned of the lawsuit and :

that, regardless of the -

dict, the lawsuit will ﬂé'mse l

‘the Dam Site 13 project to -
be delayed,

I don’t belleve thoze
s‘tatgments to ‘be, true.”
Oltmans said “Ag far ah
theucommentthatta:gnay-
ers will have little or no
benefit, that is their opin-
ion ana they are certam.ly
entitled to their opinion.”
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By K Rydberg
Reporte:

Rebldents in the Shan-
nonE states subdivisionbe-
tweed Blair ‘and Fort

; 1CaJh¢unwm soon be asked
Wt ﬂetermme where they

" want thelr water to come

from i fhie futuire.

1 their ‘Thursday,
h10,.-meeting, the
‘mﬁﬁaunRiverNam-

roads P35 P28 and P37 west

- | andmorth of Fart Calhoun.

The suiveys wﬂélh serve 10

. dentngtihe .
‘ mtereéteﬂ in having thelr

hnuses Cotinected to the

later ﬂh;s raonth. -

Dick Sklenar, mnmager
watér project,
sal&ﬂmaurreys willbe sert
lmrnedlﬂtely to the resi-
dents, whoare asked to re-
tuirn Thém to the NRD by

April E'1f at least 20 of the

ATRED 'giraanal witer: Bystem
once mmstruchon starts .

homeowners in the subdi-

vigion express an interest
in joining the rural water
aystem, a forr-mile exten-
sion will be aflded tothe s
miles of pipeline that will
beused inthe main portion

of the system.Sklenar said.

the costoftheextensmnhas
been estimatéd @t $308,000
with the ‘city of Blair and
the NRD already agreeing
to share the cost of extend-
ing and oversisz the wa.
tor line if enbugh interest
can be fourid'to make the

extensionfeasible. The city:

Has elready reached an
agreement With ihe NRD to
provide witer io the 270
housgholds:that will be on

themain portlcm of thé sys- :

tern.
‘Blair City Adrmmsu'ator
RodBtorm: *explamad -the

“matter- -regarditg the sub-

division starfed ‘approxi-
mately two weeksago whien
the city, which currenﬂy
supplies water in-bulk to
the subdivision, was in-
formedﬂxesubdstmnWas
in violaton of state water
regulations. Because there

areimore than 15 water con- |

e e ————— gy o
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ecmms in the suhdivision,
the subdivision is required
1o meet the'standards of a

: _pﬁblic watér system and
“myusthave a certified water

operator and conduet chlo-
ripation tests at least fiye
times a week similat.dora
‘eity erailiage. I the subli-
‘visionwere tojdin the NRD
system, such requirements
would not be necessary be-
canse ‘the NRDY would be
responsible for maintsih-
mgwater quality.
“Sténrin also said thecity of
Blair -would 4lso -benefit if
the homeowners choose to
jolnthe NRD systambecause
thie extension would allow
the water distribution sys-
tem from the city to connect
thesoithérninostwaterline
with the waterinain on U.S.
Hig"hw v7ethat: would cre-
ate"d Joopirather than hav-
'ing “deadﬁnds" along the

At
0 H: ~

|
|
|

‘Subd1v1510n may join rural waer plan

dlstributlon Bystem that
would increase the chances
for gmundwatercontamma
tion.

-Alen, the looping will al-
low for more constant wa-
ter pressure and increassd

‘Hlow near the southenst

edie ofthe watermain near -
the Omahy Public Powet
District’s Fort Calhoun sta:
tibn on U.5. Highway 76.
“Somethingneeded to e
done at Shaxmun Estates .
apd we wanted thincressé
thepressute inthatarea by

‘eliminatingthe dead ands,”

Stormsaid. “Ttmalkes sense
if we can work together
with the NRD4omakea tie-
in across the ares Hacanse

‘we canessentla]lykﬂl‘three :

orfourbirds withone stone:
Working together, we can
de this rmerfe £conomically

‘fhan If mﬂier 0f 118 were to

do’ thls Separatel‘y "
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Deb Gengler-Coppie of Hubbard, Neh,, won the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission habitat stamp contest

for the third time. Her painting of two bighomn sheep will appear on the 2006 stamp.

Bighorn painting selected for stamp

By LARRY PORTER
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — A painting of two
bighorn sheep Gengler-
0 H €b., has
been selected to adorn the Ne-
braska Game and Parks Commis-
sion’s 2006 habitat stamp.

It was the third habitat stamp
competition won by Gengler-
Copple. Her painting of a
white-tailed deer was used onthe
1997 stamp, and her painting of a
bull elk appeared on the 2004
stamp.

Tammy Crosby, who oversees
the competition, reached Gen-
gler-Copple on her cell phone to
inform her that the commission-
ers had selected her painting.

“Deb was driving home from
Sioux City,” Crosby said. “She

was so excited that she had to pull
offtheroad.”

Gengler-Copple knew last fall
that she would submit a painting
of bighorns for the stamp com-
petition. She and her son, Kyle,
12, went to Fort Robinson State
Park to learn more about the
sheep and their habitat from biol-
ogists Lon Lemmon and Dean
Studnicka.

“Lon and Dean took us out and
spent a whole day talking about
the bighorn and the reintroduc-
tion program,” Gengler-Copple
said. “I learned a lot from them.
Lon told me he would like nothing
better than to have a bighorn
sheep on a habitat stamp.”

Gengler-Copple had four
stamp designs in mind, She
sketched all four and laid them
on the floor. Then she asked Kyle

topick his favorite. Her husband,
Stan, alsopicked out a favorite,

“T went with Kyle’s pick,” Gen-
gler-Copple said. “That’s one rea-
son I'm so excited. Kyle went
with me last fall, and he feels that
he is a part of this. We went
hiking together over some of that
rough terrain, and it really
makes this special forme.”

Paintings of two whooping
cranes by David Dorsey of New-
port, Neb,, and a bobeat by Julie
Crocker of Chapman, Neb., were
theother finalists.

Honorable mention was
earned for paintings of wood
ducks by Loren Goedeken of He-
bron, Neb., a mountain lion by
Jack Vitito of South Sioux City,
Neb., and a green heron by Amy
Jackson of Wayne, Neb,
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oyer Chute Na-
Btional Wildlife
Refuge is nei-

ther the biggest draw
nor the fanciest tourist
attraction around the
Midlands. But this
project, one of the most peaceful
natural spots along the Missouri
River, holdsits owmn,

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice, which manages the refuge, re-
ported the results of a survey indica-
ting that 95 percent of visitors to its
wildlife refuge system are satisfied
or very satisfied with their experi-
ence. And, according to Fish and
Wildlife’s Mike Ellis, the numbers at
Bover Chute track closely with that
excellent average.

The survey also indicated that vis-
itors strongly support Fish and

Wildlife’s efforts to conserve fish, .

wildlife and plant species, some of
them endangered, at this and other
refuges.

The chute, originally restored by
the Papio-Mj LR

istrict and t

to the federal government to man-
age, is a 2.5-mile backwater of the

Look, linger,
hunt, fish, hike,
observe birds,
watch wildlife,
enjoy nature.

P |
<+ Discover Boyer Chute

Missouri found north
of Omaha near Fort
Calhoun. The habitat
includes riparian
woodlands, tall-grass
prairie and wetlands
and is teeming with
birds, animals and other creatures
that once overran this part of Ne-
braska.

Visitors to the chute can fish, hunt
and hike. They can bird-watch or
wildlife-watch. Photography is en-
couraged. Andthere’s always alittle
environmental education goingon.

Ellis reported that, in the past, the
refuge has received between 16,000
and 20,000 visitors a year. He said
last vear’s Lewis and Clark celebra-
tion, however, drew thousands more
to the sometimes underrated facili-
ty. “1 think we’ve been discovered,”
he said, noting that numbers this
vear already are on track to hit
25,000 visitors or more.

Now that spring is on its way, the
refugeisbecoming an even more en-
ticing place tolinger, look and enjoy.
And thousands of Midlanders are
finding that out.



Program
would cut

irrigation

3Slle/os™

1t will pay farmers to
not irrigate land
along the Platte and
Republican rivers.

BY ART HOVEY

Lincoln Journat Star

Gov. Dave Heineman, 3rd Dis-
trict Rep. Tom Osborne and other
Nebraska officials plan to make
Holdrege the Saturday setting for an
announcement of a $168 million
program that would pay farmers to
take land out of irrigation along the
Platte and Republican rivers and
their tributaries.

The program is a major depar-
ture from events of the past half-
century that have made Nebraska
the nation's leading groundwater ir-
rigating state and the second-lead-
ing state in total irrigated acres.

Roger Patterson, state director of
the Department of Natural Re-
sources, said Tuesday the state was
“almost there” with a 2004 funding
request to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture meant to take pressure
off Lake McConaughy, Harlan
County and other depleted reser-
VOoirs.

Under the terms of the Conser-
vation Reserve Enhancement Pro-
gram, the federal government
would cover B0 percent of the
$158 million meant to convert irri-

ated cropland to grass and other
orms of conservation cover for up
to 15 years.

The other $10 million would go
mostly to the cost of grass seed.

“The total from the Platte and
the Republican could be up to
100,000 acres,” Patterson said.

This will be the first time a re-
serve program put in place in 1997
has been used to conserve river and
stream flows,

Milt Moravek of the Central Plat-
te Natural Resources District in
Grand Island called the USDA help
“agodsend.”

That's because it comes at a time
when water officials in central and
westem areas of the state are trying
to resolve a situation in which heavy
§mundwater irrigation is blamed

or depleting rivers, streams and
reservoirs.

Good news arrives as Patterson's
department, municipalities, the
state’s 23 natwral resources districts
and other vested interests work out
the controversial details of sweep-
ing new water policy put in place

last year.

LB962 allows the state to declare
river basins overappropriated for
the first time and to stop new irriga-
tion development.

Moravek said Tuesday’s news
should not be regarded as a direct
response to drought that has
plagued some parts of the state for
as long as six years.

“Even in normal vears, the state
is telling people that the Republican
River basins are overappropriated
and that parts of the Platte are over-
appropriated,” he sald, “and that
those ‘acres have to be cut back to
where we have a balanced system.”

Moravek also tried to squelch
the notion a request pressed at
USDA last summer by then-Gov
Mike Johanns was granted largely
because Johanns moved behind the
agriculture secretary’s desk.

“This whole thing was in the
works prior to that ever happen-
ing,"” he said.

Moravek said Osborne deserves
much of the credit for the imrigation
roliback incentives.

Two farmers who farm near the
Republican River said Tuesday that
payments of as much as $125 per
acre maynotbe enough to bring the
100,000-acre goal within reach.

Robert Ambrosek of Haigler said
another $25 might make a bigger
impact. At $125, he predicted
farmer interest would be lirnited to
“some of the area that's in small
pieces and hard to farm along
strearns. If it was more in the $150
area, it would probably attract a lit-
tle more interest.”

Randy Peters of McCook said
$200 might be more realistic. “T
think they'll get some acres and 1
think what theyte doing is the right
thing,” Peters said. “But to get to
enough acres to make a difference,
they need to make the bid higher.”

Moravec also suggested the best
response would come on acres that
rent for less than prime irrigated
rates.

An example of an incentive can-
didate might be a farmer who’s
ready 1o retire and rent out his hold-
ings.

“If he would like to guarantee
thathewill have income off the land
for the next 15 years, and he’s also
concerned about wildlife habitat,
he may be very willing to sign up his
land, turn it back to grass and geta
15-year payment.”

Reach Art Hovey at (402) 523-4949 ar
ahovey@alitel.net.
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'The flood of
possibilities =
they don't want

HA proposal to build dams to help with
flood control in Omaha could leave some
homes in Washington, Neb., under water.

By MarioN RHODES
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

WASHINGTON, Neb, — Pat-
ricia Campbell watches a horse
ride by her living room window.

Less than a block away, Jenn-
ifer Welchert yells for her dog,
and the black lab comes run-
ning out of the bushes, acToss
the town’s guiet main street
backtohishome.

In front of Knudsen Oil and
Feed, a mail delivery man asks
LeMara Eicke how to get to
Bernie’s house and promptly
receives directions.

It's a typical morning in the
village of Washington, a bed-
room community of about 130
people that lies 22 miles north-
west of downtown Omaha.

Residents go about their day,
seemingly oblivious fo the
looming threat to the town
where many of them were born.

Within a decade or so, nearly
half of Washington could be un-
der water. The Papio-Missouri
River Natural Resources Dis-
trict has proposed two massive
lakes in the areato reduce flood
potential in west-central
Omaha and easiern Sarpy
County.

The larger, nearly 1,900-acre
lake would inundate 26 proper-
ties in town. Seventeen more
could be affected in case of
heavy rainfall that would make
the water level rise, possihly
flooding yards and basements.

Washington residents are
certain the large lake would
ruin the village — valued for its
closeness to Omaha and its
easy access 10 nearby farm
fields. Both commuters amd
farmers enjoy the town’s coun-
try atmosphere.

3,.24~08%
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They fear that they wouldn’t
be getting a nice lake but a
muddy arm of shallow water in
front of their doors. Many
farmers would be cut off from
their land to the east, forcing
them to drive miles to get to
their fields. Those conditions
would not make the area attrac-
tive for people torebuild.

“They've pretty much taken
our houses and left us nothing,”
Campbell said. “They left us
the mosquito patch.”

Marlin Petermann, the
NRD's assistant general man-
ager, tries to ease those wor-
ries, saying the resulting lake
would be as deep as other
metro-arealakes.

“That seems to be aftrac-
tive,” he said.

Peterman said the district
would have preferred to build
the dams without affecting any
homes but said the current pro-
posal would allow the most
flood control.

He said the district would
meet with arearesidents if
plans move forward. For now,
he said, the district is focusing
onother dam sites.

Washington started as a rail-

road town in 1887, a stop o1 a
shortcut route from Arlington
to the South Omaha stock
yards. Its population has fluc-
tuated greatly over the years.

Businesses have come and
gone, the railroad depot has
left, and the town has lost its so-
cial gathering places, most re-
cently its post office. Only a
farm store, an antiques store
and a few home-based busi-
nessesremain,

Residents have struggled to
keep a sense of community, es-
pecially after the town’s school
closed in 1999.

“It used to be we knew every
child in town and every dog,”
said Eicke, who was born in
Washington in 1935.

“Now I don't know my neigh-
bor,” said Campbell, who has
lived here 35 years.

§till, people here believe
their town is worth fighting fov.
Many have joined the Papio
Valley Preservation Associa-
tion, a nonprofit group that in
the 1980s successfully de-
feated plans for a similar dam
project.

The association held an in-
formational meeting Saturday
in Kennard, four miles to the
north, where 26 properties
could be affected by high wa-
ter. Several members have
filed suit against the NRD totry
and stop the building of a simi-
lar dam in Douglas County,
which would be the first of the
district’s 10 proposed dams,

“We're not the Norman Rock-
well life we used to be, but
we're still pretty calm and
peaceful,” Campbell said. “You
have tolive here to feelit.”

Welchert, a hair stylist who
grew up in Washington, said the
town is the perfect place to
raise children. Her 19-month-
old son, Josh, is the fourth
generation of her family cur-
rently living in town.

“It’s laid back. We don’t have
any problems. Every once in &
while, we have problems with
neighbors —‘The dog’sbarking
too mucl’ — but nothing too
big,” she said.

Lorene Andersen, whose
home might have to be bought
out or moved should the dams
be approved, remains opti-
mistic.

“We're hoping we can 5iujr
it,” she said of the project.
“We've doneitonce befove.”



Rural
water
work

begms

By Keith Rydberg ar
Reportér - ,\qj; . b

With the official arrival
of spring and improved
weather conditions, work
has begun on constructing
a36-milerural water distri-
bution system in the
county. .

Work on the $2.54 mil-
lion project, which is being
developed through the
Papio-MissouriRiver Natu-
ral Resources District, be-
gan March 15 with crews
from BRB Contractors in
Topeka, Kan., working ap-
proximately onemilesouth
of Blair on Nebraska High-
way 133. Two BRB crews
are presently boring into
the ground and installing

pipeline that willbe used to -

distribute water from Blair
to "240° ‘resmences Tocated
between nghway 133 and
Us. nghway 75. Utility
companies ‘are also work-
ingtostayone stepaheadof
the pipeline installation by
marking and, if necessary,
relocating telephone, elec-
trical and gas lines that
could be affected by the
pipelines.

Red Sparks, superinten-
dent of BRB Contractors
Inc., said while weather
conditions were the pri-
mary factor indetermining
when work could begin on
theproject, work isproceed-
ing on schedule and should
becompleted intimefor the
July 31 construction dead-
line.

“The weather played a
factor with us earlier this
year as to what we could
and could not do,” Sparks
said. “We spent most of the
winterreceivingmaterials.
Hopefully, the weather will
remain good and we won't
have any delays.” :

While Sparks said BRB
workers have sometimes
had to wait for utility com-
paniestomarkand relocate

_lines before:they can pro-
ceed, he planstohave work-
ers install .pipelines
throughout the entire
length of the distribution
system once work beginsin

_earnest ,fsprll 1. After April
1,Sparkssaid the construc-
tion may require short-
term road closings in cer-
tain areas near the distri-
bution system and, said he
W1]l he meeting with. Wash-

ington County Road Super
intendent Alan Doll in the
future to discuss. the pos-
sible closures. If the work
requires county roads to be
closed, Sparkssaid affected
homeowners will be noti-
fied as soon as possible.

Sparks also. said while
work remains on a pump
station located on 17th Av-
enueinBlairthat will pump
water from Blair to a 1 mil-
lion gallon watertower
which is being constructed
on Highway 133, those un-
completed projects should
not interfere with the pipe-
line installation.

“The status of those
projects is not really a con-

SEE WATER PAGE 3A X
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cernforushecausethe plpe-
line willhavetobeinstalled
before water can flow to the
watertower and the pump
station anyway,” Sparks
said.

While work proceeds on
the pipeline instatlation, a
representative from HGM
Associates, a consulting
firm hired by the NRD, is
supervising the work and
reporting back to the NRD
on a regular basis.

Chris Koenig, project
manager for HGM Associ-
ates, said the HGM inspec-
tor is primarily concerned
with making sure BRB is
compliant with
project’s guidelinesregard-

the

ing the pipelines and the
installation offirehydrants
on the branch lines. Bit
other HGM representatives
will stay in touch with
nearby landowners to en-
sure they are not unduly
affected by the construc-

- tion.

The NRD will also send
landowners quarterly
newsletters informing
them of the construction
progress.

“We are keeping them
informed about the project
because they are the ones
who will be most impacted
by this,” Koenig said.

- Koenigalsosaid workon
both the pump station and
watertower is proceeding

ahead of schedule with both
projects tentatively sched-
uled tobe completed within
the next month. Construc-
tion of the pump station is
beingdone by workerswith
Pospichal Construction of
Waterloo. At the
watertower site, located
approximately one mile
south of Blair on Highway
133, workers from Land-
mark Construction of San
Antonio, Texas, are ex-
pected to complete work on
the dome of the tower in
April,

This winter, workers
were fabricating sfeel and
conducting preliminary
work on the dome at its San
Antonio headgquarters.

Much of their work at the
site will involve attaching
the dome to the base of the
tower, which is already
completed.

Dick Sklenar, project
manager for the NRD, said,
like Sparks, he is confident
the entire project will be
completed by theend of July
and that the possibility of
weather delays were taken
into consideration when
the construction schedule
was set.

“We are still planning to
have substantial comple-
tion of the project by July
31,” Sklenar said. “This is
about the time we envi-
sioned work would begin
on the project.”



Judge says group’s bid
to stop gam was too late

~an-03
By ToM Snaw
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

A judge on Tuesday denied a
temporary restraining order
sought by landowners fighting to
stop a dam from being built on
the western edge of Omaha.

Douglas County District Judge
Richard Spethman ruled that
several Washington County land-
owners and a Douglas County
landowner were tog late in seek-
ing the restraining order. They
did not file within the required 30
days after a development agree-
ment was finalized Nov. 18.

The landowners contend that
the Papio-Missouri River Natu-
rai Resources District should not
be allowed to form a partnership
with a private firm to build a dam
near 192nd Street and West
Dodge Road. The dam would
form a 58-acre lake as part of a
signature park for the city.

NRD General Manager Steve
Oltmans said he was pleased with
the ruling.

The NRD plans to create addi-
tional dams and lakes, including
two large lakes in Washington
County, The landowners’ attor-
ney, LeRoy Sievers, has said a
ruling against the NRD would set
aprecedent that could help land-
owners fightother dams.,

Sievers could not be reached
Wednesday for comment,

The landowners sought a re-
straining order to stop planning
and development while the is-
sues raised in the lawsuit were
argued in court. The NRD said
stopping all progress would put
land purchases in jeopardy.

The west Omaha project would
cost an estimated $6.1 million for
the NRID} to obtain land and build
the dam. Dial Realty Develop-
ment Corp. of Omaha would con-
tribute $1.4 million. The firm
would develop much of the land
overlooking the lake's north side.

Woarld-Herald staff writer
Marion Rhodes contributed to
thisreport. .
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Funding approved for Leigh dam

By Davip HENDEE
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

COLUMBUS, Neb. — Boost-
ers of a proposed recreational
reservoir near Leigh in north-
eastern Nebraska won a victory
Thursday when a state agency
approved $3;5 million for the
project. .

Nebraska Natural Resources
Commission approval came de-
spite organized opposition and
questions about the project’s
economic feasibility.

“We plan to see it through,”
said Stan Staab, general man-
ager of the Lower Elkhorn Natu-
ralResources District.

The district is co-sponsoring
the project with the Village of
Leigh, which asked the NRD
five years ago to study the feasi-
bility of resurrecting an old plan
forareservoir.

The $6.4 million project

would create a 150-acre recrea-
tional and flood-control reser-
voir on the West Branch of Ma-
pleCreek.

Opponents are not giving up.
About 150 turned out Wednes-
day night at a commission com-
mittee meeting in Columbus
and about 40 returned Thursday
to witness the vote. They wore

“Leigh Dam” stickers withared

slash through the words.

Attorney Stephen Mossman
of Lineoln, representing oppo-
nents, said he will watch tosee if
the Nebraska Department of
Natural Resources holds the
NRD accountable for recalcu-
lating the economic feasibility
of the project. _

“Pardon the pun, but that
could put this thing under wa-
ter,” Mossman said. '

The department requires that -

a project have at least a 3 per-
cent rate of return based on the
economic value of recreation
and flood control,

Mossman said the project ap-
plication shows a 3.54 percent
rate of return. More accurate
costs for land and construction
expenses lower thie figure to
3.018percent, he said.

“It’s voodeo,” Mossman said.

Mossman said 'a recommen-
dation from Roger Patterson,
director of the State Natural Re-
sources Department, was so
tepid that it would read the same
if Patterson substituted the
word “denied” for “approved.”

Mossman said there also is a
chance that Platte County couid
refuse to allow the NRD to raise
the elevation of a road along the
lake.

Opponent Robert Callies of
Leigh, who lives about a mile
downstream from the proposed
dam, said a study indicating the
lake would attract an average of
292 recreational activities ev-
ery day of the year is not believ-
able.

Shawn Heitz of Leigh, whose
father would lose about 200
acres of farmland to the project,
said it is an abuse of power to
take private property for recre-
ational projects.

Staab, the NRD general man-
ager, said final design of the
project should be done at the
end of summer. He said he has
1,600 letters on file in support of
the project.

Nearby Maskentine Lake at
Stanton and Willow Creek Lake
at Pierce are significant eco-
nomic development attractions
for those communities, Staab
said. “These kinds of prajects
have that potential if people will
have some vision,” he said.

A The commission alse author-

ized NRDs to prepare feasibility
reports and applications for two
other lake projects in eastern
Nebraska — one on Kezan
Creek near Garrison in Butler
County and another og Joneg

and Pigeon Creeks near Hub-
ard in Dakota County.




Washington County talks of rural crowding

J-a35-03

By MarioN RHODES

What’s

WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER next

BLAIR, Neb. — Mark Newstrom always Washington
dreamedof living in the country. coun;yms

Ten years ago, he and his wife, Vicki, ex- schedu o
changed their Omaha home for about 10 proip(i:se it
acres in Washington County overlooking revis onr.:. oits ‘
scattered houses and miles of fields to the cpmprle e¥- ‘
north, east and west, SW;E; an. Two

But the view is changing to the south of Egarin sore
their home, about five miles south of Blair on : Iannegd e
Nebraska Highway 133. Subdivisions are 24 befor.e tFr}we
closing inon their acreage. banning

More people are discovering Washington o on
County as a rural hideaway with easy access and April 26
to Omaha. The widening of Highway 133 be- e the
tween Omaha and Blair from two to four Coumty Board,

lanes and the installation of a central water
system are expected to increase the attrac-
tiveness of the county’s southeast corner to
commuters.’

The county’s new comprehensive and zon-

. REBEA,GRTZ/THE‘VOBLD-HERAL.D
Mark Newstrom and his wife, Vicki, beught 32 acres adjacent to their
10-acre lot on Nebraska Highway 133 in Washing‘_ton County to keep

See Acreages: Page2

_some control over d

evelopment.
e

k)

Acreages: County revising comprehensive plan

Continuedfrom Page 1

ing plan, which couldbe adopted
in April after a five-year pro-
cess, contains measures to pre-
serve some of the country at-
mosphere that draws people
tiorth of the Douglas County
line.

While land-use - regulations
for the county’s north and west
basically would remain the
same, the plan would provide a
compromise in the southeast be-
tween accommodating growth
and preserving the area’s rural

-character.

Proposed zoning and subdivi-
sion regulations would require
subdivisions to connect to acen-
tral water system if lots are
smaller than five acres. But
with the new water distribution
system expected to be running
by fall, the Newstroms knew

that weuldn’t keep a developer
from putting “a bunch of houses
on two-acre lots” in front of
their windows. Two acres is the
minimum lot size required for
subdivisions with a central wa-
ter connection.

Developers’ increasing inter-
est in nearby property
prompted the Newstroms to
take action.

They bought the 32 acres next
to their house and drew up their
own subdivision. The develop-
ment, tentatively called Rich-
jand Estates, will be broken into
fivelotsof five acres each.

Commercial developers, on
the other hand, would like to see
smaller lots. Ron Henn, who is
building his fourth subdivision
in the area, said two acresis still
more than many rural dwellers
want.

The new zoning regulations

also would create aretail zone at
the Lakeland corner at Highway
133 and County Road 34, an area
sometimes referred to as the
county’s third-largest town be-
cause of the nearly 450 homesin
areasubdivisions.

The district would allow busi-
nesses such as convenience
stores, retail and videc stores,
banks and restaurants.

Henn said a survey in 2000
showed that 80 percent of area
residents were in favor of com-
mercial development.

A business park near the
Blair airport would allow
airport-related enterprise, such
as hotels, restaurants and office
buildings for firms that require
airportaccess.

An industrial commercial
center near Nashville along
Highway 75 would allow mainly

agricultural, manufacturing

and wholesale operations.

The county has tried to pre-
serve its agricultural roots.
Acreages in the southeast have
tobelargerthan 10 acres.

But farmers such as Martin
Hoer question whether the
10-acre limit is preferable to al-
lowing smaller acreages. Hoer
raises cattle on 38 acres nearthe
Blair Airport.

“Ten acres isn’t big enough to
farm, but it's too big to mow,” he
said. “If you got 10 acres, you
got nine acres of weeds grow-
mg‘”

Hoer said he has learned to
accept that his neighborhood
won’t look like it did when he
bought hisland 26 years ago.

‘“We're just starting to crowd
each other more than anygne
wanted it to be,” he said. "I
guess within five years, it's
goingtolook like Maple Street.”



Cities speak up on water

Officials say irrigators have too much s

By Davip Henpee
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER
3-dg-05
A push for Gov. Dave Heine-
man to reduce the influence of ir-
rigators on the State Water Pol-

icy Task Force is spreading to -

more Nebraska communities.
“The deck is stacked,” said
McCook City Manager John
Bingham, “Cities, towns and vil-
lages must absolutely have rep-
resentationon that task force.”
Sidney's City Council started

the campaign two weeks ago, ap-
proving a resolution that called
on Heineman to restructure the
board by allowing proportional
representation for people who
live in municipalities.

Kimball's City Council ap-
proved a similar resclution last
week. Gering’s City Council is to
vote ontheissue tonight.

Governing boards in Bridge-
port, Gordon, McCook and Ogal-
lala also are expected to consider
the question in coming weeks,

according to city officials.

Irrigators or those with irriga-
tion interests control 38 of the 49
seats on the task force that devel-
oped Nebraska’s new water law,
the city officials say. That in-
cludes two of the five seats that
represent municipalities, the of-
ficials said.

Irrigators represent less than
1 percent of the state’s popula-
tion, and 80 percent of all Nebras-
kans live in a municipality, the
cities say. Nebraska irrigators

ay on policy

use about 97 percent of the .
state’s groundwater.

The communities raise legiti-
mate concerns, said Aaron Sand-
erford, the governor’s spokes-
man.

“But atthis point,” he said, “the
governor thinks those issues are
better resolved between the De-
partment of Natural Resources
and the League of Nebraska Mu-
nicipalities,” )

The water task force was cre-

See Water: Page 2

Water: Communities want greater say on policy

Continued from Page 1

ated by the Legislature to gather
information and develop poli-
cies that last year became Legis-
lative Bill 962, the state’s new
water law. The makeup of the
panel was determined by the
Legislature, and its members
were appointed by then-Gov.
Mike Johanns.

Kimball’s resolution asked
Heineman to grant proportional
representation on the task force
for city dwellers, especially
those from areas that face water
shortages or contamination.

“We want to keep Nebraska
strong as an agricultural state,
but we need room for municipai-
ities to grow,” said Kimball City
Adininistrator John Goodéll.

Gering’s resolution asks Hei-
neman to remove appointees
who occupy seats on the task
force. reserved for city repre-
sentatives but who have “an
overwhelming conflict of inter-
est” in farmirrigation.

Gordon City Manager Fred
Hlava said the task force should
equally represent all business
sectors of the state.

“If the state is going to have
economic stability and growth,”
he said, “it will be based on the
success of business and eco-
nomic development in the rural
and urban centers'— and this
growth will be based on the
availability and use of water.”

Hlava said agricultural manu-
facturing and Main Street busi-
ness jobs would help stop the
population deécline in rural parts
of the Great Plains.

“Ag-related manufacturing
and business can be part of this
growth, but . . . they're going to
need water,” he said.

Finley deGraffenried, city ad-
ministrator in Bridgeport, said
he is not convinced that munici-
palities can rely on the current
task force to help communities
solve water problems.

“We're out here screaming at
the top of our lungs, and no-
body’s listening,” he said.

DeGraffenried said his com-
munity has a good relationship
with its natural resources dis-
trict, which regulates ground-
water, the source of Bridge-
port's water. “But it's an
untested relationship.”

A City Council committee in
South Sioux City decided
against asking at today’s council
meeting for a task force
shake-up, but it will vote on a
resolution in support of LB 708.
That bill would exempt commus-
nities from well-drilling regula-
tions for domestic water.

Lance Hedquist, the city ad-
ministrator of South Sioux City,
said city leaders don’t want to
create conflict with the local
natural resources district,

Bingham, the McCook city
manager, said he hears some
colleagues say that the task
force question is a “Sidney is-

sue” without wider concern.

“Their time is coming,” he
said. “If the makeup of the task
force doesn’t change, a lot of
people in this state will learn
thatthisisnota Sidnevissue.”

Sidney has wrestled with a
combination of water quantity
and water quality problems, in-
cluding public disputes with its
natural resources district.

Sidney led an unsuccessful ef-
fort to win approval of LB 708
this vear. Legislators didn’t ad-
vance the bill, saying the issue
should be taken up with the.wa-
ter policy task force.

“It makes us nervous to take it
tothetask force,” Bingham said.
“We'd like to have some repre-
sentation. We have peopleonthe
task force who sell (irrigation)
pivots or raise irrigated corn for
aliving.

“That’s wonderful, but how
about a McDonald’s or Wal-Mart
manager, or a baker or, heaven
forbid, acity manager?”
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New law no answer

ebraska law-
Nmakers should
at [east tempo-

Nebraska water
task force is

The water debate is
most acute in fully ap-
propriated and over-

rarily suspend debate the group appropriated water
over a proposed law to to trust basins, where every
exempt cities and to fix competing dropofwaterhasbeen
towns from regula- eweater interests. claimed. Under those
tions on drilling wells circumstances, any

for domestic uses. The problems it
aims to fix can and should be re-
solved without a quickie change in
water law.

The State Water Policy Task
Force is meeting with the League of
Nebraska Municipalities and cities
tofind an answer. The task force has
worked effectively in the past and

deserves a chance to address this

latest challenge too.

First, a side issue: Sidney, Neb of-
ficials have claimed that the task
force is packed withirrigation inter-
ests to the detriment of municipal
concerns. Indeed, many members of
the 43-member task force areirriga-
tors, answer to boards or agencies
involved with irrigation in some way
or have family members in those sit-
uations. Two of the five members
who represent municipalities also
areirrigation farmers.

However, the task force does not
operate on a majority vote. Its deci-
sions are governed by consensus.
All 49 members must agree in order
for a decision or récommendation to
become official. One member can,
for any reason, stop the process un-
tilhisor her concernis addressed.

Itisclear from the reports of some
task force members and decisions
reached that the group did operate
fairly and equitably. Many mem-
bers (including municipal represen-
tatives) used the consensus mech-
anism toresolve differences. Sidney
officials’ charge of bias or undue in-
fluence is without foundation.

The municipalities’ problem with
the water iaw produced by the task
force and approved by the Legisla-
ture last yvear is fairly simple. Com-
munities want a sure supply of
water for domestic use that is not

subject to being taken away by an- ~

other user — say, irrigated agricul-

ture. Thisisareasonable request.
However, Legislative Bill 708 un-

wisely overbalances the interests of

municipalities at the expense of oth-

er water users around the state.

water user that wants to grow —
whether it be a municipality with a
proposed new subdivision or an irri-
gator wanting to put in 300 more
acres of corn-— finds itself in the un-
comfortable position of having to
take water from someone else.

There are better ways. A toe-to-
toe battle between communities and
other water users is not inevitable.
Let the task force, working with mu-
nicipalities and other interests,
specify those ways, or at least some
of them. Few specifics are on the ta-
ble yet, but seme of the ideas float-
ing around include:

M The establishment of baseline
water use for each municipality that
sets a minimum to which it is enti-
tled. Water-conservation efforts
would give a community extra water
for new uses.

B Annexation of irrigated water
acres. The water consumed by those
acres could be added to the munici-
pality’s base. The water used toirri-
gate one acre of ground yearly with
one foot of water would provide four
people per vear with water for do-
mestic use.

M Purchase. A commumty could
decide to pay a farmer, say, not to
irrigate some acres. Or it could con-
tribute to installation of a more effi-
cient, water-conserving irrigation
system and get in return the water -
saved.

W Embrace a water bank. A water
bank is often supported by users
such as irrigators, who contribute a
few cents per acre into a fund to buy
blocks of water to be used when
needed. ‘ .

The Water ‘Policy Task Force
should be the court of first resort
when concerns such as those raised
by Sidney surface. Its policy of con-
sensus will ensure a sound balance
of interests, and its resp0n51b111ty is
tothe entire state.
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Conservation
program will
aid transition

T he new incentive program that will pay farmers to stop
irrigating along the Platte and Republican rivers is a rea-
sonable tactic to support and speed a necessary transi-
tion away from unsustainable practices, ‘

Nebraska has more Irrigation than 1t can handle.

That was true even before Mother Nature turned off the
rain a few years ago. The drought made irrigation excess as
obvious as a beac%-ed fish stinking on the dry Platte River bot-
tom.

Nebraska leads the nation in groundwater irrigation. It's
the second-leading state in total irigated acres. During the
past few vears hundreds more irrigation wells have been
drilled in vain hope that more center pivots could solve the
water shortage. '

Now, however, Lake McConaughy is a puddle of its former
self. The Platte River is one of the nation’s most endangered.
At the Harlan County Reservoir, four-wheelers raise dust
where boats floated a few years ago. Traditional events such as
the Franklin Canoe Race and Red Cloud tank float were can-
celed last year — not enough water. -

It's time to switch to sustainabile practices and a different
way of life,

. The program unveiled earlier this month by Gov. Dave
Heineman and U.S. Rep. Tom Osborne, R-3rd District, has the
goal of retiring 100,000 acres of irrigated cropland.

Officials hope the program will provide up to 85,000 addi-
tional acres of native grassland habitat and increase the pop-
ulations of pheasants and other ground-nesting birds by 25
percent.

That change is imperative.

We Rope 1%%'\'11[ be Fermanent.

e Republican River Basin and parts of other river basins
in Nebraska simply are overappropriated, There's not enough
water to go around. Lawsuits won't solyve the problem. The
state already has spent ion on lawsuits over the Platie
and Republican rivers.

The $168 million Conservation Reserve Enhancement Pro-
gram, including 20 percent in state matching funds, is an ap-
propriate way to restore balance to the stressed river basins.

The program, which takes land out of production for a
decade, should be viewed as a short-term, transition program
— not another subsidy with no end in sight.

The program may not be the answer for all eligible farm-
ers, but it offers an option that can help farming in the basins
return to a sustainable level,

It certainly makes more sense than paying subsidies to irri-
gators to grow crops that wither in the midsummer sun when
the water dries up.
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Trail vote
could cost
federal
money

B Rep. Lee Terry
says the funds may
be spent elsewhere if
the Douglas County
Board doesn’t pay its
share.

By ToM SHAW
anND Curis OLsoN

WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITERS

U.S. Rep. Lee Terry warned
Wednesday that millions of fed-
eral dollars for the expansionofa

- trail system between Omaha and
Fremont could be lost if the
Douglas County Board does not
pay its share.

Terry, the Republican con-
gressman from Omaha, said he
was “confused and frustrated”
by the board’s rejection Tuesday
of a proposal ta pay $550,000 over
six years toward the $6.9 million
cost of the first portion of the
Douglas County trail project.

“This dramatic turn could
have the effect of killing the proj-
ect,” Terry said atapress confer-
ence Wednesday afternoon at the
Twin Rivers YMCA in Valley, a
stop on the proposed trail sys-
tem. '

Most of the cost for this por-

tion of the project would be paid-

by $5.5 million in federal fund-
ing, but that funding is contin-
gent on local money going to the
project.

Terry said Wednesday thatan-
other $1.5 million is now avail-
able in federal funding, bringing
the federal support up to $7 mil-
lion for the overall $13 miilion in
plannedtrails.

S R

Elkhorn, Waterloo, Valley, the
Papio-Missouri Natural Re-
sources District and the Douglas
County Board aiready com-
mitted money to developing a
trail plan after signing an agree-
ment in March 2003, Terry said.

But some County Board mem-
bers said Tuesday that they
couldn’t support the high cost of
the county’s share te- actually
build the trail. They said it would
be betterif the resources district
paid all or most of the local
match, rather than the same por-
tionasthe county.

Board member Mike Bayle, in
voting against the plan, said the
county can't afford its share. He
questioned why the county
would spend money on trails at a
time when it is trying to save
money by merging park opera-
tions with Omaha.

The other no votes were cast
by Kyle Hutchings and Kathleen
McCallister. McCallister said
the resources district should pay
a greater share of the local fund-
ing.

She said that with the county
involved, Omaha taxpayers
would be tapped twice for the
broject — once as county resi-
dents and again as resources dis-
trict members — and the trail
wouldn'teven be in Omaha.

Douglas County Board mem-
bers Clare Duda, Mary Ann Bor-
gesan and Chris Rodgers voted
forthe project.

Board member Chip Maxwell
abstained from voting, leaving
the tally at 3 to 3. Maxwell said
he’s not against a trail system,
but he agreed with Boyle that the
county has other budget priori-
ties,

The cost of the trail expansion
wasn't too much for Waterloo,
said Village Clerk Nancy Hert.

Hert said village officials de-
cided that its portion of the trail
project, up to about $30,000, was

See Trail: Page?

+ Proposed trails,
phase one

IEAN WEINLAUKSTHE WORLD-HERALL

Trail: Federal funds in doubt

Continuedfrom Page 1

worth paying despite a tight
village budget. The trail, she
said, would bring joggers and
bike riders from Omaha to the
towns.

Borgeson, who represents
western Douglas County, was
among others at Wednesday’s
press conference, including
Elkhorn Mayor Phil Klein, Val-
ley Mayor Mary Caffey, Steve
Oltmans, general manager of
the Papio-Missouri Natural Re-
sources District, and Rich Te:-

- sar, a member of the district

board.

“Pm still keeping hope for
this project,” said Borgeson,
who vowed to bring the
trail-funding vote back to the
County Board.

“[ would like to see this proj-
ect supported by the entire
board, but we only neced one
more vote,” she said.

Klein and Caffey said the
board needed torealize that the
trail expansion would benefit
the entire county, not just the
western portion.

Terry said if the earmarked
federal funds aren’t used by
Nebraska, they would become
part of a “slush fund” to be
given to projects inother states
by the chairman of the House
Transpertation Committee.

“The only other option I
would have would be to re-ear-
mark the funds for another Ne-
braska project, like maybe a
Papillion/Sarpy County trail
system,” Terry said.
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Oshorne: Protect McConaughy for all uses

By Davip HENDEE
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

OGALLALA, Neb. —Rep. Tom
Osborne said Wednesday that he
knows irrigators don't like the
idea, but he wants to see a min-
imum pool of water established
in drought-plagued Lake McCo-
naughy.

Osborne said his goal is to help
preserve the lake’s status as a
recreational attraction and an
economic development magnet
for the region.

Lake McConaughy, an irriga-
tion reservoir on the North Platte
River north of Ogallala, is Ne-
braska’s largestlake.

1t shrank to a historic low last
year and is expected to fall lower
when water is released to south-
central Nebraska irrigators this
summer. The lake was at 34.3
percentof capacity Wednesday.

“Irrigators are very uncom-
fortable with this. I understand

their discomfort,” Osborne tolda
water seminar sponsored by the
Lincoln-based Groundwater
Foundation.

However, Osborne said, his job
is to look at the big picture for the
lake.

“We have to do what we can to
protect that resource,” he said.

] gertainly care about irriga-
tors. I care very much aboutagri-
culture, But I also have to care
about the overall economy. The
question is, how do we get more
people in the 3rd District? How
do we reverse out-migration?”

People move to places not only
for jobs but also for recreational
opportunities, such as lakes and
hunting, he said.

Osborne, a trout fisherman,
said Lake Ogallala, a fishery at
the foot of McConaughy's Kings-
ley Dam, provides the state’s
best trout fishing because of the
cold water provided by the big

 adjacentlake.

Such tail water fisheries in the
West are major sources of eco-
nomic opportunity. “We've got
one here we're starting 1o appre-
ciate more,” Osborne said.

He said Scotts Bluff County in
the Panhandle and Keith County,
where Ogallala and Lake McCo-
naughy are located, are the only
western Nebraska counties to
have gained population since the
1930s.

“You take Lake McConaughy
out of the mix, Keith County
doesn't gain population,” Os-
borne said. “Lake McConaughy
is a huge benefit, irrigation-wise,
but it is in many ways the hub of
what we're trying to doin central
and western Nebraska.”

Osborne said he is concerned
about McConaughy’s ability to
refill once the drought ends be-
cause similarly empty reser-
voirs upriver in Wyoming must

fill first, and the development of
center-pivof irrigation upstream
is draining the North Platte and
itstributaries.

“Will it ever refill under the
current system?” he asked.

He said he hopes the recently
announced U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Conservation Re-
serve Enhancement Program to
take irrigated Nebraska land out
of crop production will save
130,000 acre feet to 150,000 acre
feet per decade in McConaughy.
The reservoir held 597,200
acre-feet of water Wednesday.

In a later interview, Osborne
said the challenge of allocating
McConaughy’s water is to de-
termine how it can benefit “the
most pecple the most.”

“We have a limited resource
here,” he said. “It's an abundant
resource, yet there’s only s0
much of it. We hope that recrea;
tion willbeTiguredin.”




Landowners appeal NRD ruling

By Keith Rydberg '

Reporter - )OS |
While a Douglas County

District Court Judge re-

cently ruled Washington

County landowners waited
 too long to file a lawsuit
agamstthePaplo-Mlssourl
River Natural Resources

Districtand the DialRealty

‘Development Corporation,
the. plaintiffs are Working
to get-a second op1n10n 1n.
the matter.

Thecase, Whlch wasfiled
by geveéral Kennard and
Bennington landowners,
requested the court’s assis-
tance in preventing the de-
velopment of a dam and an
adjoining park on 192nd
Street in Omaha. Although
the case wasoriginallyfiled
March 11.in Washington
County District Court, at-
torneys with Dial success-
fquy requested a change of

., venue to Douglas County
because that is-where the

dam is located On March
22,Douglas County District
Court Judge Richard

Spethman ruled the case

should be dismissed be-

cause the plaintiffs took too

long to file the lawsuit. De-
termining: the dam con-
struction to be a reservoir
1mprovement ‘project;

‘Spethman’s ruling stated

the plaintiffs ‘only had 30
days to file their lawsuit
after the district’s board.of
directors approved the

agreement. between the.
NRDandDial atthe board’

November 18 meeting.
LeRoy Sievers, one of the
attorneys representing the
landowners in the.case, ex-
plains the:appeal focuses
primarily on Spethman’s
determination the dam con-
struction is an improve:
ment project. If the gourt of
appeals rules‘the dam con-

_struction and park devel
‘ opment 1s somethlng other

T L R SR DR L O RN N e 3 8 P

than a reg ervoir 1rnprove - dam site was a violg

ment prOJect Sievers said
Spethman’ srulmg could be
considered invalid' which
would, in turn, allow the
casetobe heard by a judge.
“The Judge § order dis-
missing the lawsuit basi-
cally just restated the argu-
ments made by Dial and the
NRD with the decision eon-
trolled by the statute re-
garding improvement
projects,” Sievers. said.
“The case itself still hasn’t
heen ruled -upon by.any
court because of the stat-
ute:”
 Sievers added that re-
gardlessof therulingby the
court of appeals, the argu-
ments made by the land-
owners in the orlgmal law-
suitare still relevant The
JTawsuit mamtalns the pub-
lic/private: agreement the
NRD entered into with Dial
to create a park and hous
1ng subd1v1s1on near the

5n of
‘the state statute regarding
improvement projects.

Also, Sievers. said if the
NRD considersthe dam con-
struction and the dévelep-

ment of the adjacentlandto
bean ]mprovement prOJect

the district should not. be
allowed to use pubhc funds
such.as tax money for the

: development of whatheand

the landowners malntaln
are private purposes. .

* “The arrangement the
NRD made with' Dial isnot
pursuant to the state stat-
utes and there is no indica-

“tionthis isan improvement

project,” Sievers said. “We
are making the argument
that the statute is not valid
because the.dam construc-
tion is notan nnprovement
project.” .

While Paul Peters the
attomey representmg the

SEE LAWSUIT PAGE 3A

LAWSUIT: Wor:t be heard soon

FrOM PAGE 1

NRD in the case, declined
commenton thematter, Jeff
Farnham, whoisrepresent-

; ing Dial, said neither the
. appealorthelawsuifshould.
have any. effect-on Dial’s .

plansregardingland devel-
opment around the dam.
Although Farnham-would
not comment specifically
on the arguments made-in
the landowners’ appeal, he
did say he and Dial support
Judge Spethman'’s ruling.

“Theappealissomething
the landowners had the
right to do,” Farnham said.
“Tt is not unexpected and it
shouldn’t cause any de-
lays.”

Even though the appeal
on the lawsuit was filed
March 25, court reporters
are still in the process of
typing the testimonies and

arguments made by attor-
neys on both sides of the
case March. 22 when
Spethman ruled the case
should be dismissed. Once ..
the process is completed,
copies -of. the testimonies,
arguments and any exhib-
its will then be presented to
the clerk of courts for Dou-
glas County and, ulti-
mately, to the clerk of the
Nebraska Court of Appeals.

Because of the work that
remains tobe done, Sievers
said no hearing date has
been set regarding the ap-
peal with-a decision on the
matter not expected for
some time.

“It won't be done any-
time soon,” Sievers said.
“Thisisaveryslowprocess
and it will likely be months
and months before the case
will be heard.”



Water program
a hit with farmers

H-5-0f
By Davinp HENDEE
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

Western Nebraska farmers
led the charge in signing up
Monday for a new federal and
state program to take irrigated
land out of production to help
save water.

Producers from at least two
farms spent Sunday night in
campers parked outside the of-
fices of the U.S8. Agriculture
Department’s Farm Service
Agency office in Scottsbluff so
they would be first in line for
the new Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program.

“People got out a card table
and lawn chairs and were play-
ing cards. It looked like they
were inline for concert tickets.
It was scary,” said Brenda
Brown, a program technician at
the office.

She said a steady stream of
producers kept the office busy
allday.

About 6,000 acres of land
were offered for enrollment by
midafternoon, Brown said, put-
ting Scotts Bluff County pro-

Not getting better

Spring snowmett runoff for the
North Platte Basin is expected
o be 69 percent of the 30-year
average, according to the latest
forecast from the federal
Bureau of Reclamation.

The forecast continues a
pattern of alternating “high”
and “low’’ snowmelt runoff
totals, all far less than needad
to refill shrunken resenvoirs.

ducers on track to sign up for
virtually all of the 10,000 acres
allocated for western Ne-
braska.

The new program, popularly
known as CREP, envisions tak-
ing 100,000 acres of irrigated
farmland out of production
along the Platte and Republican
Riverbasins.

The program pays farmers
the average of the irrigated
cash rental rates in their coun-
ties. The average producer
would receive about $125 an
acre to turn his cropland back
to grassland for 10to 15 years.



Corps’ work is vital

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Omaha district, appreciated the
March 16 editorial, “Discover Bover
Chute.”

The corps congratulates the Papio-
Missouri River Natural Resources
District for initiating the project and
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for
transforming it into a national wild-
life refuge. What the editorial didn’t
mention was the role the corps played
intheproject. .

The corps designed and con-
structed Boyer Chute in a partner-
ship with the NRD. It provided the en-
gineering and $2.2 million for the
chute’srestoration in 1993.

The corps has shared costs with the
NRD for other habitat projects, in-
cluding. California Bend near Blair,
Nathan'’s Lake south of Boyer Chute
and Hidden Lake/Great Marsh inside
Fontenelle Forest.

The corps hopes to complete the
Lower Decatur Bend project with the
NRD south of Decatur. The corps also
has built several similar projects on
the river with 100 percent federal -
funding and anticipates building
" more in the future.

The corps feels it is important to
highlight its role in projects such as
the Boyer Chute development so the
public can recognize its tax dollars at
work.

\W].«%OS
H’b

Ralph R. Roza, Omaha
Chief, Planning Branch



Developer eyes [-80 site
to build amusement park

By IerFrEY ROEB

AND JouHN FERAK
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITERS

Cy-7-03

"An announcement is planned
for Friday involving an amuse-
ment park that developers hope
to build near the Mahoney State
Park interchange along Inter-
state 80.

The developer, who failed in an
attempt to build an amusement
park in Council Bluffs, has been
looking at 1-80’s exit 426, the Ma-
honey Park exit in Cass County.
But-several people familiar with
the theme park idea said the de-
veloper also is looking across the

Platte River into Sarpy County.

What specifically will be an-
nounced Fridayisn tclear

Steve Min :

etro Omaha Theme Park LLC.,
said in a press release that he
would announce a project “that
will excite people across the
state.”

The press release includes a
statement from U.5. Rep. Lee
Terry of Omaha: “This is an ex-
citing announcement that will
add to the quality of life for Ne-
braskans by adding family-
friendly year-round entertain-
ment.” -

' See Amusement: Page?2

Amugément. Park had been pfoposed for Bluffs

Continued from Page I

© Terry was unavailable for
comment Wednesday. A spokes-
woman, Jen Rae Hein, said
Terry has been “loosely in-
volved” in the project for about
ayear. She said he likes the proj-
ect because it would encourage
econemic development.

Minard‘earlier proposed - the
%70 million Wild Escape parkfor

ounci Bluffs but couldn't se-
cure l[nancing.

He said Wednesday that he’

has seeured financing to make
the current proposal a reality.

He also said he has picked a site
but did not plan to reveal it Fri-
day.

Toby Churchill, executive di-
rector of the Sarpy County Eco-
nomic Development Corp., said
the developers have looked at
sites in both Cass and Sarpy
Counties. Randy Lenhoff, presi-
dent of the Seldin Co. of Omaha,
said he has talked with:Minard
about land the firm owns in
western Sarpy. Others who
would speak only on the condi-
tion of anonymity also ‘con-

firmed the interest in a -Sarpy

County site.

In recent weeks, the develop-
ers have worked to move their
project forward.

Metro Omaha Theme Park
registered last month as alobby-
ist before the Nebraska Legisla-
ture, giving its address as the
outlet shoppmg mall outside
Gretna :

“Abill on the floor of the Legls-
lature could boost such a proj-
ect. Legislative Bill 500 would
allow for creation of special en-
tertainment and tourism dis-
tricts, where projects could

qualify for sales and lodging tax
incentives to help fund con-"
struction. Sidney, Neb.-based
retailer Cabela’s originally
sought the bill, hoping to build in
Sarpy County.

State Sen. Abbie Cornett of;
Bellevue, who sits on the Reves,
nue Committee, said the devel:

opers talked with her about the
bill and possibly using it to build
an amusement park between
Omahaand Lincolnalong I-80.

Cornett said the project is un-
related toCabela’s.
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[rrigators oppose
sroundwater plan

y-g-0k
By Davip HENDEE
WORLD-HERALDSTAFFWRITER

ALMA, Neb. — Irrigaters op-
posed to a plan to cut into their
use of groundwater urged the
Lower Republican Natural Re-
sources District on Thursday to
reject the proposal, setting up a
possible confrontation with the
State of Nebraska.

~ “Wewere sold out to solve ale-
gal problem,” said irrigator Bill
Bunger of Hildreth. “We've been
misled. That's just a nice word
for being lied to.”

Bunger’s testimony was typi-
cal of many of the 14 people who
testified here on a groundwater
and surface water management
plan jointly developed by the re-
sources district and the Ne-
braska Department of Natural
Resources.

The board plans to vote on the

lanatits April 12 CeLg.

The issue, which has attracted
crowds of 700 at other, conten-
tious hearings in the past year,
drew about 150 people at Alma's
community center.

The boards of the Upper, Mid-
dle and Lower Republican Natu-
ral Resources Districts have ne-
gotiated with state officials over
the districts’ individual water
management plans to control
groundwater irrigation.

The plans are needed to com-
ply with a court settlement be-
tween Nebraska and Kansas,
which sued Nebraska in 1998,
claiming that its residents took
too much water out of the Repub-
lican River in violaticn of a 1943
compact betweenthe two states.

Nebraska agreed to increase
and maintain flows in the Repub-
lican River south into Kansas.
The settlement requires irriga-

tion districts to impose restric-
tions on the amount of water
farmers canpump.

Lower Republican district
board members and district
farmers have said that state offi-
cials are making local farmers
bear the brunt of the settlement.

Don Adams of Lincoln, execu-
tive director of the pro-irrigation
Nebraskans First organization,
encouraged the board to reject
the plan and let the responsibility
and accountability for its impact
on farmers and communities be
borne by Gov. Dave Heineman
and the State Natural Resources
Department.

“I'm sure that the governor
and the DNR would prefer for
you board members to be the
ones in the line of fire as this plan
goes forward,” Adams said.

The management plan divides
the resources district into areas
east and west of U.S. Highway
183.

West of the highway, wells
drilled before Jan. 1,2001, would
receive an average annual alloca-
tion of 12 inches per acre, Newer
wells would be limited to 10
inches.

The allocation east of the high-
way would be 11 inches for old
wells and 9inches for new wells.

To compare with other re-
sources districts in the basin, the
Upper Republican’s current allo-
cation in the southwest corner of
Nebraskais 14.5 inches. The Mid-
dle Republican has approved an
average allocation of 13 inches.

The Lower Republican district
oversees more than 4,300 irriga-
tion wells pumping groundwater
in all or parts of Furnas, Harlan,
Franklin, Webster and Nuckolls
Counties.



