chickpeas, also known ds garba

, e

Upper Niobrarg white Natura
Water Conter of the University ¢

nzo beans.

| Resources District Genaral Man
1 Nebruska-Lincoln, discusg wat
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neger Lyndon Vogt, right, and Mike Joss, associate dirsctor of the -
er-15sues-on an Alllar!-c,e‘ti.rga:!qnn.- In the backgiound is a:field of
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By LORI POTTEH area, there was no LB962. Aditance farmer
Hub Staff Writer . General Manager ‘Lyndon . Mark Watson
Vogt said NRD officlals acted hands off o bag of
ALLIANCE — When the under an earlier water manage- ¢chickpoos while
Chadron-based  ment law, LB108. : Inlisg his
Upper  Nio- A year later, in 2004, the explalning his.ciap
brarta  White Lepislature passed LB962. tofations. Corn 13
‘Natural Re-  UNWNRD was one of the plartad Info Whedt
sources  Dis-- arens quickly 1demlﬁ§d:tby th tubbis, chitkpeas
trict  imple- ‘Nebraska wuDepariment = of <dite planed: Inte
mented a dis- Natural- Rbsources--as fully -3 cotristalks and
trictwide well appropriated: - The -problem; “wheat Is plonted
moratorivm Vogt sald, was enly the western Into bean stubble,
two years ago two-thirds of he distriot were o
- to stem dquifer  ineluded. © there lmd to be another pubhc to do that twice,” Vogt joked,
losses, mcluclmg declines of . In order to continue the dis- hearing, * DNR  Diredtor. Roger

.up to 50 feet in the Alhancc mcuwide well | momtorium, i makes you really popular Patterson has told Vogt that the

o ~ Upper Niobrara White is the

only area of Nebraska to have a

well moratorium inan area not
yet fully appropriated.

“We haven’t issued a new

New Irrlgation Wells per Year by Natural Raaources Dlatrlc.t

1993 1994 \1005 1996 1997 1908 1990 000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Vl—--zﬁc

1 oaph . i i . well permit for over two-years,”
” - ; + "Vopgt said. “To be honest ab
o8 Spikes In drilling new irrigation wells, start- ‘ n?i:?:c hmf i’:r;“.’ﬂfj;agr‘;ﬁ} .
L ‘Ing In 2002, refloct years when moratotins about it ... The botiom line is
© 280~~~ on welis and/or certified imgated acreg and - that everyone seems to know I
.opg.. L..| potiey changes that bacame L BPE2 were-on something needs to be done” . ™

the agendas for Hub Tarrtory niatural
resources distticts, the Nebraska Wafar
Polley Task Foree and the Legislatore, :
Source: Nebraska Deparlmem\ of Na!ural Resourcea o

A citizens’ advisory com-
mittee is working with  the
UNWNRD board on an
LB962-required  integrated
- water managcmcnt plan, Vogt
T said the NRD's own groundwa-

7 ter'management plan is so strict

", that the integrated plan may be
-, just an additional chapter.
© District officials -are looking
" gt possible irrlgation water allo-
. cations by the 2007 crop year

* Vogt said an amourt hasn't
- beeh discussed, but it will be

“based on pasture and. crop |
niceds, rainfall (e average is
14 to 16 inches annually) and
groundwater declnes.

“To stop the decline, we
"probably have to-be below the

: See # MANAGE, page 7A |

om i —

Number of New leigation Wells
TR EER
" m o

510 743 788

449 642 709
Number of New Irtigation Weﬂs in $tafs of Nebraska per Year

¥

1113 1073 866 1317 1747 1804

LA Al uouum—n ——i&nm » -y 2

Lower Loup Lower Republican

.Central Pl,attei:. , "ﬂ:!a_ﬁ'asin

. MANAGE

- Continued from paga 3A

need for some CLops grown in

{;b,ia A ?}m s8ige The- G1ops. .

include ‘tolh, Ehickpeas, faillet,
edible beans, sunflowers, pota-
toes, wheat and sugar beets, -

A process estimated to cost
$2.8 million has started to meter
all irrigation wells,

the NRD is offering 50-50
cost -shates for up to three
meters per landowner, thanks in
part to a three-year, $300,000
grant from the
Bavironimental Trust. But Vogt
said thefe isn’t enough money

Nebraska’

to help with afl ‘the meters and -

sotne may have to be lnstalled
without help from the district..
Hé .said the UNWNRD,
which in¢ludes all of Box Butte,
Dawes and Sheridan counties

~and.mpeh -of Sloupcﬂunty.. has g

2500 wells ovel’ 4.5~ mill
acres. More than half of txc
wells are in the Alliance area,

Well depths vary fron 50 to
80 feet in castern areas that are
part of the Sandhilis to 400 feet
drilled to shale afound Alliance.

The water sitnation also hag
genetated more interest in no-
till farming.

That was cleat two years ago
when, 65 farmers. and  ranchers

attonded, a-no-._til;l.mggt_h}g spon-

Aran

sored by the NRD and Natoral
Resources Conselvnuon
Service.

VYogt sald the one thing lack-
ing is University of Nebraska
conservation farming research
inthe \northern - Paphandle. “It
s@éms ke the. landowhers’ in
this arca are 1emning from each
other, and we! "r¢ {the NRD) just
thie inediator™

Vogt said that when fariners
go-inta a local coffee shop and
brag about how much money
they made instead of how much
crop they raised, he'l) know he's

done his job, “We're not there

yet.”

g-mall
lor.' poirerokeameyhub.com :
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EDITOR’S NOTE: Most of the informatlon for this
serles was gatherad by Hub .Stafl Writer Lor| Potter
Jung 28 to Thursday during the Nebraska Wator
Confarence Councit's annual water and najura!
rasources tour, .

By LORI POTTER
Hub Siaff eri:er

BRIDGEPORT — People who don’t irri-

- gaw crops, opetate hydropower plants or

manage city utilities may not know, or care,

how state laws; intetstate compacts, Jawsuits

or even drought affect them as long es water
 flows each tifte they tirn on a faucet;

+ “The average person living in-& munici-

- Unger Niobarz-Whits NAD fags samo moratriums, depltons, tter fssuss s in Hub Tertitory — Pag 3A

“Everything .-t'hat' could go wrong. did go
Wrong.. i,

Bi pality has no idea about
= water rights ... until you raise
¢ their water rates, ot their
moenthly bill, or jt doesn’t

4% work, which all happened in -

- Sidney,” said Sidney
. David Weiderspon,
" Murphy’s law has gov-
- emed water issues in Sidney
the. *.past few years.

Mayor

Sidriey was one of many Nebraska towns
that faced wter quality-issues in the 1980s

becausge of. ‘high - pitrates -in groundwater. . . .

-

O-year solution ta -,.'Wc’ilfefr, fro ubles

Weiderspon said Sidney was required by
state health officials to either treat water
from.existing wells or drill new wells.

. The solution was to mix high-nitrate
water from Brule formation wells with a lim-
ited source of lew-nitrate water from wells

“drilled into the alluvium noitheast of tpwn,

In 2002, the height of the multi-year
drought, Sidney's water crisis involved

quantity.. ‘ L
The main welifield started 10 go-dry,-and -

‘the alluvial wells couldn’t be used harder, In

July, water pressure declined for Inferstate

. See #SIDNEY, page 7A -

v
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Continued from page 1A

80 area businesses, including
Cabela’s. o

Weiderspon said city officlals
imposed water-use restrictions
and budgeted $100,000 for a
“50-year solution” engineering
study.

The city water supply - also
depended on old Sidndy army

depot wells along Highway 30. §

On Dec. 27, 2003, the propetty
owner told city  officials they
could buy his property for $4

" million or hie'd turn off the water

to the Cabela’s distribution cen-

to haul water to-its facility in
tanker irucks for a year, B
‘City officials proceeded with
their 50-year plan, which result-
ed in a $12 million project that
started transporting water info
Sidney from a new welifield
northwest of the city on May 31,
2005... -

WEIDERSPON zaid the cost
is equivalent to $2,000 for every
man, womnan and child in Sidney,

The process raised conflicts
between the city, new. state inte-

grated water management legis- -

lation and the South Platte
Natural Resources District.
City Manager Gary Person
has been particularly outspoken
in saying there are too many

roadblocks for cities needing to-
expand water systems or provide-

water as & vital economic devel-
opment tool. '
Under 1.B962, the SPNRD.
and the rest of the Platte Basin
west of Elm Creek was designat-
ed Sept. 15; 2004, as overappro-
the
of

Department Natural

Resoutces. That meant well

" moratoriums, integrated water

management plans’ and offsets -

for new water ‘uses

required.

wele

SPNRD Board President,

Keith Rexroth of Sidney said

NRD officials weren’t opposed,

- Whar’s Nexx

Wednesday — A-wet spring and early summer has ralsed the
splrits of farmers and ranchers and ralsed the water levels at Lake
5| McCanaughy. Water supply problams aren't over In the Platte
& . Basin, but Nebraska's largest lake should be able to provide some
o Irrigation water in 2008. The wet.-weather also means that
I1- Nebraska Publlc Power District hasn't hiad to use the welis drilled
last year-ae a source of smergancy coolifig water for the Gerald

" On Dec, 31, 2003, he tarned
', off the water, and Cabela’s had

Nebraska

Gentlerman power plant,

gome lssues could take years.

-Panhandle.,

S T e T P At L A R b L P g R

to Sidney’s well project because
there was an emergency need,
but there were procedures that

had to be followed to-legally per-

mit water transport via pipeline

. the 18 miles from wellfield o

city. :
_-One difficulty was that state

laws are, “fuzzy” about moving

the water; Rexroth said, and
there wete other conflicts about
project jurisdiction issues.. .

CITY 'OFFICIALS became

" so frustrated that during the 2005

session of the Legislature they
promoted LB708, which was

indefinitely postponed in com-

mitiee.

‘Weiderspon said ‘city officials

argued that doinesiic users of

water in municipalities should be'

treated the same as domestic
users in rural areas:

- The statement of intent for
L.B708 “said it would exempt
public water supplicrs and others
in- fully appropriated or overap-
propriated basins from having to
offset increased groundwater
consumption for domestic uses.
Public water suppliers wouldn't

. néed to obtain a permit from an

NRD for such wells. = .

"~ Rexroth said ofe NRD'con-_
0. was that the exceptions’

- Thursday — Nebraska's unigue Sandhills act as a glant

- sponga to recharge the Ogallala Agulfer and savaral rlver sys-
tame. The hydrology system found In the reglon of grass-covered
B sand dunes Is reflected across tha 70 square miles of the
il Crescent l.ake National Wildlife Refuga In Garden County.
H. - Friday — Court rulings related fo Pumpkin Creeic and other
watetways in the North Platte Basin upstream from Lake
McConaughy could forever change laws governing the use of
groundwaler and surface water, However, the legal resolution of

‘Wseekend-— District Forester Doak Nickerson of the Nebraska
- Forast Service Is"pagslonate about spreading the word that the

% wopdlands In northwast Nebtaska’s Pine Ridge will ramain

healthy and safe from fire only with proper management. And that

requirgs regular timber harvests, Also, The Econamy page wil

toaturs a photo tour of parts of the Sandhllis and northarn

would remove protection for
other water users on issues such
as adequate well spacing.

The SPNRD  directors
recently approved setting aside
1,000 acre-feet of water annual-
ly for up to five years fof munic-
ipalities to use as offsets for
domestic water projects or eco-
nomic development. Rexroth

said the credits likely will come

from: conservation programs
that pay farmers to retire irrigat-

~ed acres. - -

. NEBRASKA Water Policy
Task Force members are meeting
with officials from several cities
to discuss possible legislation to

“better address municipalities’

CONCErns, )
_Other 'issues for all Platte
Basin water users include

Endangered Specics Act compli-
ance and the “no new deple-
tions”  plans  required of
Nebraska, Colorado  and
Wyoming ag part of the Platte

River Cooperative Agreement,

“Nebraska has been blessed
with a lot of watei,” Rexroth
said, “but not a lot of foresight in
what to do when that-resource is
Himited” - S
e-mall to: ’
forl polter @kearneyhub.com -

'
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Cyrt Johnson, laft, und
Blake Sutton of
Holdrega oy out
Irrigation plpe Tuesday
at Lioyd Erickaon's
cornfiald norh. of Funk.
Surfece water from
Lake MoConaughy
wotars 113,000 acres
in Gosper, Phefps and

grv farmers water they need_

wag gamered by Hub Stel! Wriler Lorl Potler Ju
"+ Thurgday during the Nebraska Water Con!arance :
“annual walsr and hatural resources tour 1

BV.-LDHI POTTER
Hub Staff Writer

1 impossible to find any good! Jrhirxgs
to say about lake McCoffpughy,

Piatte Basin.
However,

watet. will be provldecl in 2006 to
customers watering 113,000 acres (n éosper

MOTHER NATURB gets

. credit for maling the best of a bad

situation by providing the best

May and Juno ralnfal] seon in yeats
throughout mueh; of Nebraska,

“There's been very, very little

intigation up to this week,”.

Anderson sald Thursdey, *Thet's

what we sald all alosig, The best

thing to get the lake up was to need

- fimited irrigation in the irrgated
anch” - o

© Now, he sald; two or thtee vice

- ralng in July and August are nesd-

ed,

" Another boost came from high-
er-tha-expected June unoff into

alter five years of droughtti

Central
Publlc Power nnd [mgatmn

season, Central, enginears’ estimated in their water

" AwofJune 27, 2008

“We were able to pick up waley
there for about 12 days that we did-
n't plan on” Anderson said.
Although South Platte weter does-
't fow imto Lake McConaughy, it
was.used & help fill Central canals,

A SECONDARY hepefit was
that CNPPID storage water from
Lake McConavghy that already
was - in the ‘system could be
released into Blwood Reservolr for
a few days.

As part of Central's 2003 water -

conservation  plan, Blwood

Reseryoir isn’t being filled, It holds
1ol I nfdl water

irrigutots in Jparts of Gosper and
Phelps counties. "There is no sup-
plemcntal wader To hald becanse of
this year’s-small allocations.

* Long-term relief for Lake
Mchaughy must come from the
west in the ford of runoff from
gnow in the Rocky Mountalns,
relepses from federal” Bursan of
Reclamation, : reservoits  in
Wyoming and return flows from
upstrenm lrigation districts in the
Nebragka Panhandle.

Kingsley Darn *Superintendent
Jerry Steinke said. the Wyoming
reservols aie at abowt 57 peroent of
the) 2.8

Kearney countles, and
olso helps racharge
groundwater used for
Irrigation,

year " gald CNPPID Pubhc Relations Manager Tim

THE SHR]NKING lake has
revealed luge white sand beaches
that “ have been . enjoyed by
campers, . but that creates chal-

lenges for Nebratka Gang and’

Parks Comumission’ staff trying to
maintaiyy boat access to the water,
Steinke said Nebraska Is one of
only & couple western states with
o recreationn] water rights. He
explained that
MeConaughy’s water Is for Centrat
ad Nebraska . Public  Power
Distiet irsigation and for an envi-
ronmeatal account managed by the
.S, Fish and Wildlife Service,
BngMiu: s;i]l is a big lake.
271

Lake -

held 648,000:0-4

acres.
A full lake is 22 miles long, The
current length is 12 miles. -
Although the lnke Is 47 feet
below maximum, Steinke said it
five feet higher than at this time Jast
yeat,

“IT'S STILL 88 feet to the
bottom,” he said. “There's ‘some

L20-foot water out there in front of

Phelps and Kearney counties, A supply report that Blg Mac could be just 8 percent of Anderson last Thursday.
That wasn’t certain lastNovember. { full by the ead of the 2005 rrigation season. ~, "Better” refets w th:s yent's delivery of just 6.7
After 8 record-low lakey volggﬁif‘ 3f 355, 00D acre-  “We're pretty certain, unless July 3Apgust are  tnches of ‘mgm“’“ waler pet acre planned. from
feet (20 percent full) mrheéﬂd &&20041 slganon Just awfol hot .. that wo'ti i {8 i ply next Ses & MAC, page 7A o Ke
.‘ - m———
‘MAG ' WuﬂsNExr .
e . ; d&urs&ayo-gai}l;f:riskatg Uniqére Sandml; acl a}s a glﬁr\! mh;érg? 10
; il rechargs the a Aquifer and severai river aystorns. The hydrold-
; %;tlr}::l:d '!er page 1A i { gg sysr?am 1;}ourg In ctgr?ﬂ rfg‘l%n I:;f r:;ls miredn?;nd dunes ls reflect-
June 28 through Aug, 22. ' A 80 acrpas the Creg atlo 8 Raluge,
Astderson %zl:ld ﬂui 2006 supply J 39 9@9 F ]38, {  Friday — Court rullngs related to PPunpkin Sreek and other water-
il W allow a1y |MER B¢ L S W £ ; H ways in the North Plaite Basin upatream irom Lake McConaughy
G e U g R | SRR |
T ‘ )  tace watar. However, al resolution of some lssuss could take
improv maj?r l%ﬂﬁ;s 2 Ba:ié_ EMIT g E;::%% ai yea‘r;mmd District I::esler Doak Nickarsor of the Nebraska
- O HAS
;@pﬁ‘;ﬁ?ﬂgﬁoﬁ GW LARE }3 ag: :‘ KD 1%:‘;;;’% B Forest Barvice s passionate about spreading the word that the wood-
I " »  [ELWNGBD 11 r 1 37 600 29‘ r I landg Jn nothwesl Nebraska's Pina Ridge willl remain healthy and safe
R K YEIT oH BUTLER 21,823 200 Bog%| ] " Iro anly wiln probe areeent stk four of parts of h 4
! b . 30, The nomy page wi aiure a photd lour arts -] A
Decisions for BA B%gé—u%ﬁ 36, 32 36,705 —.l—“’z O% | Sandhllls and ncrmerx Faghand 8. P A
| 2005 were made oy BiTTE 608" o :
b carly enough t0 IRRANGHED GAR 3, K3 o T ek
Ty Eve | itrgators % %%20 - ,:gm : :23.5: Dey conditions upstream have of wter and covered more than |
Anderson  Hme-to plan for  [LAKE ALGE 8,368 1038 | 4b 5| contibued to record low inflows 17,000 surface acres, according to
R limfted  water. [JEFFREY 8,732 6,500 24| to Lake McCenaughy the past CNPPID caloulations. That comn-
Many are using supplomental |LAKE'OGALLALA 2,301 2,500 8% three yems. One result was record  pares o general numbers uded to
groundwater andfor have consoli- TOTAL 770,634 11484587 9%| low hydropower productlon by indicate’ a full eapacity of
c:;u;ed mote than one allocauon on [AKE MCCONAUGHY - N TOY T RETET CNPPID in 2004 of 33 percent of 1,743,000 e-f and 30,600 sur face
the same acu;s ‘ ‘ L 1743, - normal,

the dam ... I think we're at the bot-. -

tom and we’re going to work our
wily. back up."

“We've been in this- dmught for
s0 long, “ Anderson said, “that It’s
ensy -to get pessimistic thinking
that it's never going (o rain again.”

a-mall lo: :
tori.potier§rkeameyhub som
e a



EINTOR'S NOTE: Most of the infor
mation for fis seres was gathered by

rM .N} \ .b
Crascen? Lake

fence” along the road _nmm.sn 1o

Refuge in mm_a_____m __mm ___==_=m o_ﬁmn_mm lots of wildlife

Hub Staff Wiiter Lori Potler June 28 to
Thussday during the Mebraska Waier
Conference Councifs annual water and
natural resources tour.

By LOBI POTTER
Fub Swaff Writer

GARDEN COUNTY — An
appreciation of solitude is required
ey W enjoy  the
JWALE i1 scenery zlong the
T *5 sandy, one-lane
4 HE &)y roads  through

- much of Garden
w304l County.
HpEad The journey
3 makes il easy t0
§  believe that
= Crescent Lake
National Wildlife Refuge tuly is
in the middle of aoéwna Tt does-
n't heip that maps distribined at

Hub photo by Lot Potter

refuge mnwancmnna tell visitors
that it’s 28 ‘miles back south to

- Oshkosh and just 2s far northeast

to Lakeside or norhwest to
Antioch. :

, Located betweén ‘ranches
recently sold to Ted Turner on the
east and the Church of Jesus Christ

Nationa! Wiidiite

Refuge Manoger
Neil Powers sfands

wetland that leads
fo Gimlef Lake.
The refuge covers
about 46,000
acres of the
Nebraska
Sendhills in .
Gurden -County.

of Latter-day Saints on the west,
the refuge is 46,000 lake-dotted
acres of the Nebraska Sandhills. It
s 17 miles cast to west and four
miles north to south.

The fisst sign of the refuge’s
value as a place of solitude and
wildlife research is E@ “turtle

in trent of a grossy |

the headquarters office. The fence
helps researchers catch, identify
and observe turtles.

The first Crescent Lake acres
were purchased in 1931, accord-
ing 1o Steve Knode of Scotishluff,
project leader for the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service’s North Platie
National Wildlife Refupes. The
goal was to provide breeding arcas

-+ . forbids — 273 species have been
- - -observed at the Garder County

refuge since 1936 — and other
animals. ]

Crescent Lake has five full-
time employees, pius sessonal
sumumier employees who concen-

-trite on a fire program that

includes prescribed burns of 1,100
to 1,200 acres a year for habitat

10& does the Ogallala aquifer an:ma% > big sponge called ﬁ:m mmsa::m — vmnm m>

& REFUGE

Continusd from page 1A

management and firefighting.
Knode said one refuge firefighter
currently is in Uiah with a wildfire
crew.

The refuge headquarters site
has an office, several residences, a
3-year-old bunkhouse for firefight-
ers, and several equipment storage

* - and shop buildiogs. The vehicles

include an airboat, ditt-moving
anits, a truck with a front-end
loader and vniquely modified fire-
fighting equipment.

“We gotta fight light and fast”
Knode said about controliing wild-
{ires over so many actes of grass
growing on sand dunes.

‘Controlling vehicle weight is a
major concern, and the ability to
haul an ample supply of water is a
niecessity. Diesel engines on tacks
used to fight fires are replaced with
lighier gas engines.

vistiors 2 year, Knode said.

- Deer season is a major draw, -
and hunters regulatly come from &
Wisconsin, mﬁmonm. Minnesota &

and Colorado.
The USFWS's gorcﬁ outkin-

ing vmvmo.umm regulations says

hunting is permitted from Sept. 1

through Jan. 31, Knode said only
5,000 acres south of refuge head- J

Guarters are off limits to humters.

About 40 deer are taken each
yeal. When he was asked about
chronic wasting disease, Knode ™

1

said, “We've been very fortunate
1ot to have had any positives, but
Pm afraid it's just a matter of
time.”

Twenty-seven deer on the
refuge wear radio collars, and 20
more will get them this vear
Knode said that aliows Nebraska
Game and Parks Commission offi-
cials to do aerial surveys of the
herds. - .

Boating and float tubes are per-
maited only on Island Lake, which

There are about 5,000 refuge

See # REFUGE, page 5A ,.

III..|||L“ M Thursday, July 7, 2005

some issues could iake years.

Whar’s zmﬁ ,_

Friday — Court ruiings related to-Pumpkin Creek and other
waterways in the North Platte Basin upstream from Lake
& McConaughy could forever Q._mamm lfaws governing the use of -
n_.oczaémﬁmq and surface water, However, the legal resolution of

Weekend — District Forester Doak Nickerson of the Nebraska
Forest Service is passionate about spreading the word that the
woodlands in norihwest Nebraska's Pine Ridge will rermain
healthy and safe from fire only with proper managsment. And that
requires regular timber harvests.

Also, The Economy page will feature a photo tour of parts of

the Sanchills and northermn Panhandie.

is open to fishing yearroend. -

Knode said USFWS officials
are working with the state on plans
o renovate the lake by pumping
out the water, poisoning all the fish
— carp now dominate — and start-
ing over to create a better bass lake.

The other two public access
lakes are Crane and Smith, where
ice fishing only is allowed from
Nov. 1 through Feb. 15. Knode
szid ice fishing is the No. 1 public
use of the refuge.

“As pational wildlife refuges
£0, it’s little used,” be said about
Crescent Lake. “You don’t just
pass through” One reason is that
Garden is the only Nebraska conn-

‘ty withont a paved north-south

road. .

Knode said the refuge has about
4,700 acres of wetlands and only
nine of the many lakes are man-
aged.

Kyie Hoagland, director of the
University of Nebraska Lincoln

Water Center, said the lakes vary
dramatically from fresh water to
twice the salinity of seawater.

Some lakes have fish, and some
don’t. Others have mostly brine.
shrimp brine flies and simdarly -
unusuzl plants“things yow'd see
along the coast,” Hoagland said,

Four-wheel drive véhicles are
allowed on soree designated refupe
trails, Knode said. Howeéver, much
of Crescent Lake is managed as'a
wilderness arca, with access
denied or allowed only on foot or -
horse.

_Nn».cma gwmmu Neil Powers
said grazing is a habiat mapage--
ment tool, with the mumber of acres
offered 10 ranchers varying from
year 10 year. There were 13,776
acres up for grazmng bids this year.

Hoagland said the ammmm also
offers many opportunities for stu-
dent and mmﬂmi esearch. “T can
bring  class out here and see 75
species of birds in one day.”

emal ir

lori. pofter @ keameyhub.com
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mcw Hmwmﬁow%
mm:%___m ma Neb.’s ‘crown jewel of émﬁm:mmo:amm

v m_m._nﬁ
whealgrass |
and other |

native |

1 Sandhills atlas mxn\msm SE%& wmmawmm of hemisphere’s largest Esm area

By LOR! POTTER " Agricolome  and [iGEH

’ grasses | Hub Staff Writer - Napural Resources. A | & South Dakota.. . Resources. :
fhrive this | Eomwmmvmwaom‘w., ¥ In Nebraska, they stretch for 265 She explained that the large sand
b - - GARDEN, COUNTY — ¥t would text, photos, maps |[.%e e miles across the central and west- - masses now-held in place by grasses -
stmmer in | take volumes to describe all the qual- and  graphs  were J o central.parts of the state, covering were formed by blowing sand, most-~
the wnasa- L ities that make the' Nebraska required to- describe nearly, 13 million acres. The southern 1y’ during the past 8,000 years. .
o allywet g Sandhills special, éven unique.  ~  the wgion's climate, [ edge is9n northerr Keith and Lincoln  “Although the grass can immobilize -
. Nebraskg In fact, the region has been the geology, hydmology, B counties, and they roll north across large dones and support the pumer-
. Sondhilis. B topic of many books, ranging from the  soils, streams, piants, &2 the South Dakota state line froms ous caitle ranches that are the eco-

novels by the Sandhills’ prominent wildlife, anthiopolo- 7 .. Cherry Comty. " pomic base of the region, the grass’

storyteller, Mari Sapdoz, to. cultural; gy, land management and history. - - It’s the largest sand dune area in  cover is extremely - fragile and sus-.

historical mbmmcomgmﬁ&gr. Kyle-Hoagland, cument director the Western Hemisphere and one of - ceptible 10 wind- onomHoF Bided -

33 Among the latter is “An Adas of of TINL’s Water Ceziter, cap describe  the largest grass-stabilized dune’ wrote:

48  the Sand Hills” published in 1989 by the Sapdhills in just a few words. “T -regions in the world, mhoo&uamno the She also wrote the m_.oﬁnﬂuﬁ.
the. Conservation and Survey call it 2 crown ungi of water atlas introduction written by Ann moonouﬁﬁomm& Bleed describes a

Division of the University of resources in the state” Bleed, who was state hydrologist in :

Hub u:osmcw_b riPotter  Nebraska-Lincoln’s - Institute of Ommoﬁmw the Sandhills® Ghoe Gmm_ and pow is a&EQ director of - . See # ATLAS, page SA

mu_.meu»noﬂbﬂwu&aamwammm»n% EoZn?BWuUnEE%ZE



o ' considered full at sbowt 1.7 mil-  lakes are fresh water and soma’,
¢ h—.—.—-h e e tics s Wl
. o Bleed said e 1 sorne Takes

Continued from page 3A . adox”. £
hydrology cycle that afreeks Eighly permieable soils i i

Streams and  gromndwater SUP-  rioft and: ep hanee infiltratig
plies  throughout much of q&cﬁ«aﬁﬁoﬂm gemth

which accerding 1o the chimate . South Dakotal- Aboit two: 5. from ‘s systeq;: 38 %5
. Section in the .atlas cap TANES - of the wequiferis in N sagiited by

ﬁﬁmﬁ &mﬁ 15 sufficient water g goﬂom ‘the: Sandkifls 5 ke recharges very mmhn.w.mommwwh‘ i -
. i [ i , s il L m..,.\. ,“.v._., .,m

the dunes, supply g e - of the groundwater -
lakes, marshes agd subfrrHgated -aquifer,” he said. Sore of. the -
meadows, provide a peardy con-t. 0 . L
m&u;gmossgowmoﬁ ’
major rivers {(inchnding the Loup. .
ahd Platte Systerns), and £l t .
overflowing 2 Eroundwater ¢
FeseTvoir that holds abour half of
all the groundwater found in
Nebraska,” Bleed wrote, . B
She_referred to a mid-1960s N
estimate thar the grommdwarer -
réservom held 700 miltion to 860 ,

: o e -+ - ¢ milion acre-feet of water, Thar
B T A T .. v Compares  with  Nebrasks's -

»largest sutface water TeServoir,
Lake gnOcanwum_ which is




By LORI POTTER
Hub Staff Writer

HOLDREGE — Some of
Nebraska’s 23 natural resources’
districts are “totally frustrated”
with the state Department of
Natural Resources Districts,
according to the president of the
Nebraska  Association
Resources Districts,

Tri-Basin. NRD Director and
NARD President David Nelson of
Upland said Tuesday at the Tri-
Basin board meeting that the fros-
tration - comes. from changes in
how DINR will determine bound-
aries for fully appropriated basins.

“People ... feel they just.got
blindsided,” Nelson said.

DNR is required under LB962,
the imegrated water management

of

law passed by the Nebraska

Legislature in 2004, to annuaily
determine which undesignated #
basins, subbasins and river reach-:

s are fully appropriated.

All or part of eight napmal
resources districts already are
considered fully appropriated:
Upper Niobrara White, North
Platte, South Platte, Twin ‘Platte,
Central Platte, Upper Republican,
Middle Republican and Lower
Republican.

The Platte Basin upsiream of
Elm Creek has-been identified as &

overappropriated.
The controversy involves the

formula that will be used to set the
fuliy mﬁ@womamﬂna boundaries.
DNR is proposing 10/50, which
would include areas where parmp-
ing a well for 50 years will depleie

f HUB TERRITORY .
Allocation formula unclear

Page 3k  Keamey Hub

Yiednesday, Jaly 13, 2005

Many More Warer-ReLATED MEETINGS
1 Several water-related mestings  Force Executive Committee from @ boundaries at 9 am. Aug. 11 at
|~ are scheduled in the next few am. o 11:45am. Aig. 2 al the the Kearney Holiday inn. Witken
i weeks: Phelps County Ag Center in testimony received on or before
; - Nebraska Republican River Holdrege. The agenda includes Aug. 11 also.will be entered into
Management Districts Association reviewing rules to deterrine fully  the hearing record. The maifing
at 10 am. Tuesday at the Tri-Basin  appropriated basins. address is DNR, PO. Box 94676,
| Natural Resources District office at The committee will our the Lincoin, NE 68500-4676. :
| the Phalps County Ag Center in Republican Valley Aug. 2 ard 3, For a copy of the proposed
- Holdregs. The agenda indudes 2 . including stops in McCook, rules, visit the Web site at
| Department of Natural Resources  Trenton, Cambridge and Alma. www.dnr.state ne.us. Click on
report on Republican River B A public hearing on pro- “negotiated rufernaldng” on the
Compact accounting for 2004, - posed DNR rules to defermiine - home page. Or, call 402471~
W Nebraska Water Policy Task  fully appropriated basins and their . 2363.
R R R R R T T T B B O R o S N O O TP U p R
the tiver or a base flow tributary ' LB962, a 28 percent/40 vears for- the Hub this moming, with the
by at least 10 percent of the mula was discussed. - rules left up to DNR. -
amount pumped. . "1 frankiv don’t rernernber that On Jupe 20, NARD leaders
Nelson said that when the the task force set any boundary, passed a resolution that says the’
Nebraska Waier Policy Task Force  only that one would be set.” DNR o
worked on proposals that became Deputy Director Ann Bleed told See ¢ NRDs, page 9A

¢ NRDs

Coniinued from page 3A

28/40 formula has been used many
times in settling water issues and
should be used to designate fully
appropriated areas.

Bleed said the 28/40 formulads
used for different purposes within

the three-state Platte River

Cooperative Agreement. It was
used as part of the Nebraska v.
Wyoming North Platte River law-
suit, she said, but Wyoring's geol-
ogy is very different than
Nebraska's.

Bleed explained that wells

causing 2 significant effect to a
stream are DNR’s concem.
. The. NARD resolution con-
ctudes that if DNR doesn’t use the
28/40 “original standard,” the
NARD will consider legislative
and/or legal remedies,

The Tri-Basin board voted
Taesday to support the resolution.

A key issue for NRDs, accord-
ing to Nelson, is that the 10/50 line
would cause overlapping jurisdic-
tions. “Sowe people say it’s going
1o creaie a rightmare to epforce.”
he said.

Tri-Basin General Manager
John Thorburm said i#’s not practi-

cal to implement the 10/50 line
because the boundaries would
affect the next basin in many cases.
:>bw of these lines will be arhi-
trary,” he said, “but the 28/40 line
does follow prefty closely ihe basin
boundaries.”

Bleed agrees that no one wanis
to live under rules from three dif-
ferent NRDs, but she believes the
districts can cooperate to make the
boundaries work, “I think it is a
problem,” she said, “but I don’t
think it’s unfixable”

Some comments Tuesday con-
cemed Central Nebraska Public
Power and Irigation District.
Director Larry Reynolds of

Lexington said Central officials
have pushed for an even stricter
boundary rule, at 1 percent loss
over 100 vears, so DNR saw 10/50
as & COIpPromise.

CNPPID Public Relations
Manager Tim Anderson told the

Hub this morning that Central offi--

cials have looked at options. “We'd
obviousty like the strongest, but we
haven’t come down on one yet,” he
said.

Anderson understands why
some NRD officials are frustrated.
“Those were the numbers dis-
cussed” he said about the 28/40
formula. “... But it was never cast
in concrete.”

The boundary issue iikely will :
be discussed Aug. ! at a Central '
and Tr-Basin joint planping meet-
ing.

Anderson said Ceniral will tes-
tify at DNR’s Aug. 11 public.heat- -
ing in Keamey on the proposed -
fully appropriated rules, hut district
officials haven't settled on their
message.

Tri-Basin Director David Nick- -
el of Keamney wondered if anything

wil awmbm,w DNR officials’ 10/5
proposal. “What good does it do to
hold hearings if they've already
made up their minds?” :

e-mafl io:

lori potler@keameyhub.com



Kearney Ganal
water rights
are oldest on
Platte — and
that makes
regulation
‘complicated”

Conference Council's water and natural
resouroge tour, i

By LORI POTTER
Hub Staff Writer

KEARNEY — The Kearney
- Canal isn’t valuable because it's
a large diversion, )
The water removed from the
Plaite River southeast of Elm
C Creek irrigates a -
modest  4,000-
1 plus acres as it
makes its way
16 .miles down
| the canal to the
~ city of Kedrney, -
‘where it flows .
through a round
~brick - power |
oo plant on the
_north edge of the University of
Nebragka at Kearney camipus..
The hydre's generation of 1,6 .
megaWwatis of electricity is tiny .
compared with Nebraska Public
Power District's largest power
plantl.. The “coal-fired Gerald
Gentleman.  Station - near - ; 2 ! i .
Suthérland can gencrate 1,365 . o e e o Fub ..Qibsw ?ot'
megawalts of electricity, . -~ - When a gate. ot the Keamey-Oandt mul_ttln_t:ﬂnnedrruesduy.mo‘mlng during the
The Kearncy Canal's most - 1irst siop -on the 2008 ‘Woter- Tour, ‘Nebraska Publle Power Distriol Water
valuable quality is that it has Resolirces Adviser Frank Kwapnioskl of Noith Platte used his cell phone fo report:
 senior water rights on the Platie - the _rrgblo_;'n. AV Fight Is Randy Zaeh-of. Colymbus, another NPPD water rasources
River, That means its” vater - advisg ST SR CE . e
rights must be fulfilléd before™ = - o
all other junior rights, even if
that means othér surface water
users get Jess than a full supply.. . ]
Those rights likely will grow
Jn valué to NPPD -as water
demand increases. for agricul-
ture, wildlife habitat, municipal *
and industrial needs, No new-
sutface rights are being'issued in
the Platte Basin and areas of |
groundwater well moratoriums
are expanding. - - o “H
-Under ELB962, Nebraska's

_ 'See  CANAL, page 11A

B,

- At the dlyerslon for
the Kearney Canal
.southeast of Elm

Creek, water runs
paratlel to the Platte
River for a short dis-
tance on its woy
foward Nebraska's
oldest hydropower
plant In Kearnay. The
conal Is the diversian
tarthes? downsiratm
on.the river,




ey

& CANAL

. Contlnued from page 1A

new integrated water management
law, and proposed interstate aglee- .

ments, new .water uses must be

offset by retiring current uses in -
overappropriated and fully appro--

priated parts of the Platte Basin,

* That has generated discus-
sions about the potential for
water- banking, government or
private compensation for retired
water uses or rights, and other
water colmmerce topics.

MIKE JESS, associate divec-
tor of the: University of
' Nebraska-Lincoln Water Center
and former director of the state
‘Department of Water Resourees,
said the main purpose of canal
construction in 1882 was to
bring hydropower to a growing
city of Keamney,

" NPPD Water Resources
Adviser Frank Kwapnioski of
North Platie said the canal’s earli-
est water right is for a diversion of
22 cubic feet per second for irrl-

gation.and 160 cfs for hydropow-

er. An-additional right in 1929

- brought those totals to 45 cfs for

ungatlon and 350 for the hydro,
“The .project  made ‘Kearney

one of the rare prairie cities to

have electrical power before the
turn of the century. The electric-
ity was used to operate street
cars, electtic I1ghts and indus-
tries such as the short-hved cot-
ton mill.
In the year since LB962 was
passed . by the Nebraska
- Legislature, the Kearney Canal
has been identified as the place
wheré the overapproptiated part

of the Platte Basin begins, run

ning west to the state lines with
Colorado and Wyoming, .
“Jess recalled that “during his

«en a5 DWR director, the canal
‘was a regulatory issue because of

Nebraska g first-in-time, first-in-

right system for surface water-
and its position as the canal far-' &

thest downstream, -
Engineers tried 10 determine
how much regulation = was

required upstream (0 provide just 4
enough waler at the Keaney 7
Canal to fulfill its senior water &
#. Refuge In the middle of the

tights without overregulating, he

said. Adding to that difficulty; |
were constant flow variations ¥

created by weather events. and

- channel lrregularltles

- JESS SAID THAT over the
years, measuring devices have
been installed on the river and its
channels,

travel times spart,” he said, list-

ing as oxamples measuring sta-
tions at North -Platte, .Erad-y;

Cozad and Overton,

managers to track water for sur-
face irrigation districts using nat-
ural-flow water rights with vari-
ous seniority dates and amounts,
There also is storagc water from
IBSEIVOirs.

Kwapnioski said more gaug-
ing equipment has been installed
at Kearpey Canal to measure
river chianges and monitor flows
in years when water is released

from an eénvironmental .acount- &
managed by the U.8. Fish and
Wildlife Service. The water is &
stored in Lake McConaughy and -
released to benefit habitat in. §

Kearney-Grand Island area..
Jess. said one tool for water
managers is a daily “River and

- Canal Bulletin” issued by the state

fiom May until the final diver-
sions - of each irrigation “season,
usually at the end of: September.

Kearney Canal diversions can

continue later into the fall because

of its-hydropower water tight.
e-mall to;

o

S—

“They arc what is §
hoped to be. one-day (water)

“THAT’S PRET’I‘Y cump]i |
-cated,” Jess said, ' ‘

I.BQBZ nms Yean I.ATEH

The 2005 Nebraska Water
Coenference’Council's annual-
weter and natural resources
tour this weak started at the
Kearnsy Canal, stopped at
Laks McConaughy, visited :
Crescent Lake Natlona] Wlldlife

Sandhills, and then traveled to

" Chadron and-Alliance to study
-fimber, farming, mining and
water managoment fssues In _

the:Ranhandle. ,
Tour co-sponsors were

!l Central Nebraska Publlc Power
. . and Irrigation District, Gateway

Farm Expo, Kearnay ‘Area

:. Chambar of Commarce,
‘Nebrasks Assoclation of .

Resaurces Districts, Nebraska
Water Conference Council,
Nebraska Public Power Distnct,

“and the University of Nebraska-

Linooln's School of Natural -

I's stll difficult for- water . " Resources; Water Center angd

Canservatlon and Survey -

i Division.

Following Is & schedule of
story toplos for the water tour

- sories, L8962 One Year Later.
Monday Mebraska Watar

Policy Task Force member,

5 Qerie Glock, Nabraska
: Department of Natyral -

Resorces Dirgotor Roger

‘ Patterson and others review

L.B962, the state Integrated
water management law a year
after it's passage.

Also, the Laglslature proba
bly wlll consider bills in 2006
related lo LES62, especlaliy

2 how to fund It

Tuesday — Sldney Mayor
David Wisderspon and South
Platte-NRD Chairman Kelth
Rexroth desorlba the circum-

s stances that led the southern
l- Panhandis city and other

munilclpalities to be among the

- strongest oritics of LBY62.

Alsg, the Upper Niobrara-

- White NRD -experlances o
groundwater dépletion Issias,

wall moratoriums and other
water use lssués simllar to
those seen In the Republican -
and Pla(ta baglns

‘Wetineaday -— A.wet spring.
and early summier raised the
gpirits of farmers and ranchers
and the water levels at Lake
Mcconaughy Water supply
problems
arern't over in
the Platie
Basin, but
| Nebraska’s
I largest lake
should be able
to provide.. -
sorie Irrigation
- water-In 2006,

The wet
weather also

lmeans thiat Nebraska Publle - -

Power District hasn’t had to usé.
the wells drillad |ast yoaras a -
gource of emargency cooling

“water for the Gerald Gentleman

power plant. ‘
Thiraday — Nobraska's

- unigue Sandhills act as a glant -

spongs 1o recharge tha
Ogallala Aquifer and several
river systems. The hydrology
systam foungl In the reglon of
grass-covared sand dunes ls
reflected across the 70 square
miles of the-Crescent Lake
Natlonal Witdiife Refuge In
Garden-County.

Friday ~- ourt rullngs

relatad to Pumpkin Gresk and

other waterways in the North
Platte Basin upstream from
Lake MeCoriaughy could forev-
er change laws governing the -

_use of groundivater-and surface

water. However, the Jegal reso-
lution of some issues could
take yoars.

Next weskend ~ District
Forester Doak Nickerson of the
Nebraska Forest Service Is
passlonatq about spreading the
word that the woodlands In
northwest-Nebraska's Pine
Ridge wiil remaln healthy and
safe from flra only with proper
managefent — ahd that-
requlres regular timber har-
vests. )

"Also, The Egonomy page
will faature a,photo tour of

. paris of tha Sandhills and
. _._northern Panhandle
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Groups
find

common
ground
on river

Gonservatlomsts

miners. strike deal

ASHLAND (AP} -~ It's

enough to turn the head of a least

‘tern; ‘Conservationists and sand
and gravcl companies working
. together on the Platte River,

" -Sand and gravel coimpanics
have been accused of being bad
guys, They mine the aggregate
beneath the topsoil and-sell it to

compdnies that mix. 1t with asphalt

or cement. In the process, they scar
the land with sand pits and piles of
dirt and rock.

Conservationists have been
considered the good guys. They
want to save what's left of lhe
_Platte RlVer :

ETR A P

’ TURNS OUT ‘there Wete o
'good guys or bad guys. Just two

. groups that didn’t understand each

o _;-other ‘ :
{7 A“The: first meeting was like a
: *sopbomdre ‘tarice, but we eveniu-

ally got to tallcmg and ‘foudd out

- wehadalotin éotnmoh,” seid Carl

' Robeﬂs, a self-proclaimed “‘dirt
- guy” for Lyman-Richey Sand and

Gravel Co

Sald .© - .- The - Nature

Ckmsewancy s John Heaston; “We-

always thought mining guys were

digging holes to plant houses.”

" What they discovered was both
gloups ‘had the same public rela-
tions problem,

. Roberfs said that nobody want-
ed a sand pit in their backyard,
But if you want good roads,
you need plenty of aggregate and
the way to get il in Nebragka is to

rite? itajid crisaite Satid i

Tt wds much the' sin‘ﬂc Story for
The Nature Conservancy.
- People want wildlife, parks and
_other green spaces, Heaston said,
but they. don’t wanf to see the
group come into an area, buy huge
tracts of land and take them out of
farming ot ranching production,
That first uneasy. meeting in

2003 led to further discussions and

the creation of a group called
PACE — . Planning, Aggregates
Conu-numty and Environment,

. HERE’S HOW it works:
Before a compamy opens up a new

- sand pit, PACE members develop
& long-term use: plan, which

includes provisions foi' reclaiming
the. pit and turaing it itto a sustain-
" able landscape,

Hoaston and Robetts recently
showed off a mining operanon and
restored wettand project on the
Platte River near Ashland,

amﬁ it ttamant et or

. “WHat niakes this pit different is .

X3



diversion southeast of -Elm Creek,

Nebraska Waler Policy Task Forco -
member Gene Glock of Rising Clly

describes the work of the task force,

the history of LB962 and waisr Issues

sml 1o he resoived,

0ff|c|als
looking
beyond
LB962

EDITOFI’S NO1E' Hub Staff Writer Lod
Potter gatharad most of the information for this
-E%r:lig rg[l]me 52—30 Itliurlng the ‘Nebraska Water
. e uncils annual.walar:and.nat
- -:rsa@l«il‘& ¢ el

. Hub photos. by Lor Ptér
Standing a! the Kearney. Canal '

&

Rasiyg Ciey "

ble “for 49' Nebraskans representing
water 193]]68 &ICI‘OSS: i',he Staté to agrec o
drhmmequy ehange state water poli-

- cids.

Yet nearly Iwo years ago. CONSENsus
was reached by the governor-appointed
Nebraska Watér Policy Task Force. Its

. recommengations for integrated man- -
. agement Df groundwater and surface

water became LB962,

the - Nebraska
Legislature in 2004,
“{ think it was suc-
cessful because: most
people went away mad
as hell ... " Glock said
-as he stood Tuesday at
" the Kearney Canal
diversion southeast of

Elm Cleek “Nobody was really happy‘
-with what we came up with, but it was |

the bcst we could come up with.”

. THE URGENCY o do sameihmg
leglslatively was driven by the Pumnpkin

Creek lawsuit, A Morrill County ranch’
famﬂy claimed that upstream irrigafors .

“took” their priority surface water
rights by pumping {rom hydrologically

- connegled groundwater and causing the

creck to go dry. -
Under LB962, the Platte Basm

o upstredm Trom the XKearhey Canal

immediately ‘was” declared overappro-

priated by the Nebraska Department of

Natural Resouzces.

. Glock "said the same hydrologlcal
circwmmstances . existed in  the
- ‘Refhiblicaly Basin. St4t offfcials didn’t
want o use the “overappropriated”
label as long as the Kansas v. Nebraska
lawauit was pending, believing that

Kansas would wast, even mote water, .

hé said, -
DNR officials now are preparcing for

See ¢ LB962, page 6A

Water has always been a
contentious issue, even befora

- @rought and LBI62— Page 3A_

A look ahead: See what's next in

“the water tour series — Page 6A

' ﬁ&iﬁ?féf Wiy pogti=—

which wis passed by'

S,
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Continued fram page 1A

their first LB962-required anou- .
al ‘evaluation of all Nebraske |

basing. In those determined to be
fully appropriated, there will be
well and new water use morato-
tiums, DNR, the . natural

-resources districts and stake-

" holders will have three to five
- years to write mtegmted watcr
management plana, .

One coniroversial issue is the

criteria DNR will use to set fully |

" appropriated bounclqnes

DNR  Directer - - Roger’ &

Patterson’ said that, in part, they

must reflect the condyetivity of ’

-groundwater ang
smface  watet

ranged  from
Colorado’s strict
0.1 percent loss
of stteamflow
§ from. groundwa-
Roger ter use in. 100

Patterson.  yoars to the 28
percent-40 years §

favored by such water manage-

ment, entlties as the. Central §

Platte NRD at Grand-Island,

“Where I am is 10 (percemj i

and 50 (years),” Patterson told
the Hub. “I'm faitly confident
that will be in the draft” which
could be issued within the next
weel. A hearlng en the proposed
triteria may be the wcck of Aug.
B in Kcamey, he-said..

ALTHOUGH he d:sagreas
with some of DNR's technical
work, Glock still. belleves.action
was required to halt or reverse

water resources depletions for'

the benefit of future generations

— “unless we're going to be - 3

selfish,” he added,

‘The task force continues to
look at water banking, transfers
and selling water rlghts “Tt’s
really & touchy issue” Glock
said; * ... Undar certain condi-
tions, it can be done.”

- A lot about LB962 has boen

“touchy,” Glook ‘said he knows

of some NRD directors who

were voted off their boards for
. supporting the work of the task
force and LBY62, -

" wpi, ‘Ataipatiya Wil b ‘,;0;,"

0o 2 L

"(LB962) has bcen very gtlc-
cousful for what we've dons, 80
far ...,” Glock said. “It's going to
take & 1ot of education to keep
people from trying to tear LB962

apart. If given the chance, jt-can X

be very succchfL;l hd

“T think we're .in a good
place,” Patterson said, ] think
some realitlgs are settling in”

The quality. of Nebraska’s
natural resources .1emains ‘clear
to Glock, Standing along the
Kearney Cnnal, he extended his
arms to point east and then west
‘when saying, “It’s wonderful to
see the 1asourccs weo' ]\ave i We

Proposals have ¢

MR BB ES o wweea s

Tuesda - Sleingy Mayor
Davld Wiederspon and South
Platte NRD- Ghalrman Kaith
Rexoth describa the clreum-
gtrihcos that lad the southern -
Panhandie city and other

- municipall-
7 tfles to be
among the
strongest
crities of
LBo62.

Also,
the Upper .
Nlobrarg-
White NRD
shares
groundwa-
ter depletlon fssuss, wall
moraigriums and other -
| waler use |ssues also seen

: Ivihe Republican and Platte
basins.

Wednesday — A wet
apring and early summer
has ralsed the spirits of
farmerg and ranchars, and.
the water levels at Lake
McGonaughy, Water supﬁry
b problems aren't over In
t- Platta Bagtn, but Nebragka's
i largest lake should be able.
to-provide some Irrigation
water In 2006,

The wet weather also
means thet Nebraska Public
Power Distriet hasn't had to
usé the wells drilled last
yoar ag. & source of emer-

ency cooling water for the
i Gerald Gentlenian power

plant,

b Thursday — Nebraska’s .
.unlque Sandhils act as a
%am sponga to recharge
. the Ogallala Aquifer and

~ soveral rivars sysfome. The
hydrology: systém found In -
the raglon of grass-covered
sand dunes Is reflected
¥ acrose the 70 square miles

" of the Grescent Lake
Natlonal Wildlife Haiuga In’
Qarden Coungj

Friday -— Court rulings
relgtad to Purnpkin Cresk
bl and other waterways In the

‘North Platte Bagln upsiream
§ from Lake McConaughy -

i could forever change laws
govarning the use of

y - groundwater and surface )
§ water. Howevar, the legal

8 resclution of some lssues
could take yaars., |

Veakend — District
& Forestar Doak Nlckerson of
| the Nebraska Forest Servica
. ls passlonate about spread-
Ing the word that the waod-
lands In northwast
Nelirasks's Pine Ridge WIII

. ..rqmqjg .healthy and safe .

i

8 only with proper.
- 1, And that
Itrr‘éﬂaﬁ‘ g?eegﬁlar Imwgl‘ﬂar. "o

Aiso The Eoonomy paga
wli featuro-a pheto tour of
parts of the Sandhlils and
rotthern Panhandle,

- On e NET:

" www.dnr.state:ns, Us

have more diversity from that
corner to that corner than any -

other state in the nauon."
" g=mal o
Iorl pqtfarﬂ!rearpeyhuhcom
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Water -- It’s Hard to Share

Drought blamed,
but water fight
outdates shortage

By LORI POTTER .
Huh Staff Writer

ALLIANCE - The drought has been
cursed as the force leading to well mora-
toriums, sllocations, integrated water
management plans and other lasting
chonges in how Nebragkans use water,
Yet the fonmer director of the state water
resources department remembers when
there were cqually blg water fights in
times of plenty. .

Mike Jess, now associate director of
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Water Center, said some of his biggest-
arguments with the Wyoming state engi-
ueer’s office occurred “when there was
150 percent snowfall in the Rockies and
all the reservoirs were full”

WATER ALWAYS will be a con-
tentious issue, he said, snd difficult 10
regulate in years of surplus or dyought.
“It’s hard for us to share, 1 guess”

Some debates about the integrated
management of surface water and
groundwater were setiled in 2004 when
the Nebraska Legislatare
passed LBSE2, Jess said
mearly everyone now
- ackrowletdgds: ' that
pumping sorme ground-
- water-wells -can’ impact
streamflows.

Inplementing LB962
involves  declermining
when, how and who is
impacted. “We've sort of
reached that point where you draw the
line. Is your well included? ... I think
that’s still contentious,” Jess said.

He occasionally raiscd integrated
water issues oy state water director by
talking about how other states managed
their water. “But when [ would talk about
it, it was very unpopulas,” Jess said.

He said it ook drought and settlement
of the Kansas v. Nebraska Republican
River lawsuit to get people to agknowl-
edge that there ate limits on using water
[esouLes., '

A KEY MOMENT in the lawsuit
came when the special master (judge)
ruled and the U.S. Supreme Court agreed
that groundwater use that affects stream-
flows cowms toward interstate cormpact
compliance,

Nebraska Department of Natural
Resomrces Director Roger Patterson said
the first big step for Nebraska actually
was in the mid-1990s, with passage of
. LB108.-It was the first legislative recog-
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nition of groundwater-surface water rela-
tionships. N

Then, LB962 tock the next step by
requiring DNR to annually evalunate
‘basing 1o determine if they're fully
appropriated, Such designatons trigger
moratoriums on new usss and develop-
ment of integrated water management
plans by DNR, nawral
resources <listricts and
local stakeholders,

“THAT’S SAYING,
‘If the supply has been
developed, stop,”
Patterson said. “..Then
you don’t have o back up
the train (a8 in overappro-
priated basins), That's
hard. We did that in the Republican
Basin.”

Jess said “watershed™ is the new oper-
ative term.

Science on the ground is still catching

Mike
Jess

up with the politics of water. Jess said the:
basic hydrotogy is known, but not specif-

ic locations and water relationships.

Tim Andetscn of Holdrege, who is
public relations manager and lobbyist for
Central Nebraska Public Power and
Imigation District, expects

sy
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two LBOS2

issues to e on the agenda for the 2006
session of the Nebraska Legislature:
future funding and more flexible water
us¢ by municipalities.

One goal is having a dedicated source
of funding, “s0 every year we don't have
to go lo the Legisluture and beg for
money.” Anderson said.

. The Nebragka Water
Policy Task ¥orce had
suggested  dedicating
1/50th of 1 cent of state
sales tax, but legislators
didn't want to carmark
general sales taxes for
specitic purposes, Other

Roger
Patterson

studied by the 1ask force
include increasing NREY

levies or charging well or water use fees.

PATTERSON said thut §7.5 million,
or about twice the amount asked for, was
approved for 1.B962 this fiscal year, so
some of that will carcy into the future.

Nebraska Public Power District
Water Resources Adviser Frank
Kwapnioski of North Platte said it’s vitak
that the state allocates the necessary
funds far programs that pay ierigators to
retire water use in ovesappropriated

~ funding ideas sill being .

basins or to pravide offsets for new
water uses. “Someone is going 10 have to
give the water up and it's not fair to ask
them to do that without compensation,”.
he said. . !

Anderson said municipalities -in
moratorium aréas want the abilities to -
expand city water sys-
tems ond quickly offer,
water as an incentive for
new industries or other
economic development.
Municipalities use only
3 percent to 4 percent of
the water, he sgid, “s0
we ought (¢ be able to
find them more flexibii-
ty, especially for eco-
nomic development.”

Anderson

WATER ISSUES wili compete with
other contentious topics, including
school consolidation, in the short 2006 -
législative session, Anderson said 20 of
the 49 senators will be “lame ducks,”
because of term kinits. T

Add to the mix the 2006 elections, ke
said, “and the whole year is going to be
interesting with politics.”

o-malf to: .

Jori, potter @ kearnayhib.com




