Agenda Item: 13,

MEMORANDUM

TO THE BOARD:

SUBJECT:  General's Manager Report

DATE; August 5, 2005

FROM: Steve Oltmans, General Manager

A. INFORMATION/EDUCATION REPORT: A copy of the I&E Report detailing Information

and Education activities for the month of July, 2005, is attached for your review.

. MISCELLANEOQUS/PERSONNEL ITEMS:

1. Attached is a “Thank You” note from Erin Tomaso, Director of Membership for the
Durham Western Heritage Museum thanking the District for providing wildflower seed
packets for a children’s program about the Lewis and Clark adventures, the importance of
clean air and water, saving animals and why we plant plants. Ms Tomaso states, “You were
and continue to be a part of education that put a smile on children’s faces while at the same
time enhanced their awareness and wisdom.”

. REPORT ON PURCHASES - CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES, PERSONAL PROPERTY: Pursuant to Board direction, attached is a report
indicating construction services, professional services and personal property purchases for the
month of July, 2005. Please review this report and contact me if you have any questions.

. CURRENT AND ON-GOING PROJECTS — P-MRNRD LEGAL COUNSEL: Attached
is a copy of the current and on-going projects for District Legal Counsel, Paul Peters, as of
July 18, 2005. I would ask each Director to review this listing. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact me,

NEWS CLIPS:

<> June 17, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — Omaha soon to be on town’s doorstep. A
1,062-home development would continue an advance on Bennington.

= July 7, 2005, Dakota County Star article — Lake proposal gets thumbs-up in Dakota
County

= July 7, 2005, Dakota County Star article — Lake project union of recreation and
conservation

= July 8, 2005, Washington County Enterprise article — ‘Bike to Boyer” set for July 16

2 July 10, 2005, Omaha World Herald editorial — Water ‘rights.” Will a senator with
courage and expertise please stand up for Nebraska?



= July 11, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Papio-Missouri NRD again plans special
dam levy. The proposed projects are two lakes in Sarpy County, one in western
Douglas County and one in the Bennington area.

=> July 11, 2005, Omaha World Herald editorial — Low-water mark, maybe. Spring rains,
late snows feed optimism that Mac will be Big once more.

=> July 12, 2005, Burt County Plaindealer article — Funding uncertain for Lower Decatur

= July 12, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — Funding OK’d for Earth Day event.

= July 12, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — Water law reaches eastward. Eastern
basins may join list.

= July 13, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — NRD panel bucks plan to let horses share
trail

= July 13, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — New landmark rises along road to Blair

= July 15, 2005, Omaha World Herald editorial — Spending priorities wise. Papio NRD
needs to extend tax to continue flood-control improvements,

= July 15, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — Horse trail to be added on Mo-Pac

= July 15, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — State regulators, cities closer to water
agreement. Guarantees of minimum amounts for communities are on the table during
negotiations.

=» Just 15, 2005, Blair Enterprise article — An instant landmark. Mail part of bowl for
water tower lifled into place.

= July 16, 2005, Omaha World Herald editorial — More water laws aren’t needed, written
by Roger Patterson

=> July 19, 2005, Lincoln Journal Star article — Group looks to extend popular trail.
Recommendation include a 9.3 mile extension to the MoPac East Trail

= July 22, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — Park service’s building rates gold

= July 23, 2005, Lincoln Journal Star article - NRD (Lower Platte South) give tentative
OK to budget. District will need more taxpayer money for projects.

=> July 25, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — Science lets nature aid in toxin cleanup.
Trees will “drink” the contaminated water, then “exhale” it into the air.

=> July 26, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — State’s biggest wind farm nears first
energy harvest

= July 26, 2005, Lincoln Journal Star article - $2.1 million in grants awarded for water,
wastewater projects.

=> July 28, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — Farmers from Missouri fault river flow
plan. They and others worry that a rise in the water level would flood farmland.

= July 29, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — Energy bill good for Midlands. A
provision requiring refiners to buy 7.5 billion gallons of ethanol or other biofuels
annually by 2012 should aid corn and soybean farmers.

= July 30, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — Congress gets projects going. Highway
bill steers millions to state for bridges, roads.

= July 30, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — Congress gets projects going. Two
Missouri River bridges south of Omaha get $25 million.

= August 1, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — Need for city forester is all around,
many say. “Anytime you have someone who by title pays attention to something, that
thing gets done.”



=> August 2, 2005, Omaha World Herald editorial — The coalition fights back. Terns,
plovers and sturgeons are doing much better, thank you.

> August 2, 2005, Douglas County Post Gazette article — August 10 meeting to focus on
water regulations. The District ran box ads in the papers listed below for this Public
Information Meeting:

July 28, 2005 Springfield Monitor

August 2, 2005 Douglas County Post Gazette
August 2, 2005 Blair Pilot-Tribune

August 3, 2005 Bellevue Leader

= August 3, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — Funding is sought for new water law.
Gov. Heineman says he’ll listen to all ideas on sources of money.
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July 2005

Information & Education Report

Information
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Distributed news releases on Budget, LB 962 meeting and Hazard Mitigation
meeting.

Ordered signs for Dakota County Office

Continued work on Back to the River Video.

Continued work on imaging of information materials

Continued work on new traveling display

Finalized Summer SPECTRUM

Produced article on Papio Partnership for Neighborhood Magazine

Began preparations for Sarpy County Fair

Education
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Met with Bob Bodnar on permanent display for Visitor’s Center

Held 3 day LEP facilitator workshop; trained 15 facilitators

Presented enviroscape to daycamp kids (~300)

Arranged for Bellevue University volunteer to cleanout plots behind NRC
Managed 78 volunteer hours

Sent Central City Middle School supplies for their Environmental Studies Class
Worked with NGPC and National PF to get NGPC staff to National LEP Workshop
Worked with Marr’s teacher to provide environmental ed presentations throughout
the 2005-2006 school year (6 presentations planned)

Met with Omaha Raptor Team and Prairie Construction about Flight Cages
Continued working with KOB on Watershed Festival

Continued working on signage for Flight Cages

Planned PLT/WET/WILD/LEP workshops for 2005-2006



DURHAM
WESTERN
HERITAGE
MUSEUM

July 11, 2005

Papio-Missouri River
Natural Resources District
8901 S 154" Street
Omaha, NE 68138-3621

To Whom It May Concern:

We recently hosted a program with the Sierra Club educating children about the Lewis
and Clark adventures, the importance of clean air and water, saving animals, and why we
plant plants. This program gave children the opportunity to plant seeds in a Dixie cup
and bring the seeds home to plant in their own gardens. Your organization made this
project possible. We would like to thank you for the generous donation of 200 packets of
wild flower seeds (o our organization. You were and continue to be a part of education
that put a smile on children’s faces while at the same time enhanced their awareness and
wisdom.

Thank you for your efforts.

Respectfully,

,
e T
Erin Tomaso
Director of Membership
Durham Western Heritage Museum
402.444.5071 ext 521
etomaso@dwhm.org

801 South Tenth Street
Omaha, NE 68108-3299
(402) 444-5071
FAX i402) 444-5397
www.dwhm.org
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PHPIOMISSOURI RIVER
NATURAL
\ RESOURCES
DISTRICT

8901 5. 154th Sireet
Omaha, NE 68138-3621
A02-444-6222
www.papionrd org

Updated: July 18, 2005

Current and On-Going Projects
P-MRNRD Legal Counsel

@ = Top Priority

F = Future Work — No Assignment
N = New Assignment

O = Others Handling

W = Work in Progress

P = PFP’s Portion Completed

e Little Papio: (Cleveland)
e Big Papie : (Cleveland)
o West Branch (Cleveland):
O Land Exchange with Sarpy Co. (96" St.) (P)
@ Purchase Agreements, deeds (90" to Giles) (Tr. 19 deed, Tr. 23 easement) (W)
O Interlocal Agreement with Sarpy County and Bellino (P)
& Trib Crossing Contract with EGA (W)

¢ Western Sarpy Dike (Cleveland):

o Closing with Bundy’s (potentially modify ROW/offer) (F)

o Amended drainage ditch easements on Hickey (First National Property) (P)
o Hansen ROW Condemnation (W)

o Sale of Vosler and Grothe cabins (W)

¢ Floodway Purchase Program (Woodward):
© Floodway Property Purchase Agreements as needed (F)
e Trail Projects (Bowen):
© Western Douglas County Trail — Ehrhart Griffin professional services contract (W)

o Missouri River Corridor Project (Becic):

o California Bend — Appeal District Court ruling on Wright’s tenant (Arp) (W)
o Lower Decatur Bend — Appraisal Review, ROW documents and habitat easements (P)



* USDA P.L. 566 Projects, Silver Creek and Pigeon/Jones Watershed (Puls/Cleveland):

© Pigeon/iones Creek Site Easements — as needed (F)

o Silver Creek Site Easements— as needed (F)

o Release of Site S-7 Easement (W)

& Papio Site $-27 (Fox Ridge Estates) Trail Easements (P)
& Amendment to Pigeon/Jones Site 15 contract w/Olsson (N)

e Papio Watershed Dam Sites (Woodward/Petermann):

o Dam Site 19 agreement (F)

o DS 13 Closing with Lyman-Richey Corp (P)

@ DS 13 Agreement with Elkhorn and Omaha (P)

© DS 13 Easement with Metro Community College (P)

& Shadow Lakes Agreement with SIDs (W)

& Shadow Lakes lawsuit (W)

@& Shadow Lakes Oversight/Review Agreement with HDR (N)

* Papio Creek Watershed Partnership (Stormwater) (Woodward):

* Rural Water Projects: (Sklenar)

¢ Elkhorn River Public Access Sites (Sklenar):

Other:

O Heron Haven Agreement with “Friends of Heron Haven™” (Becic) (W)

/peters/project lists/2005 - July



Omaha
soon to be
on town’s
doorstep

M A 1,062-home
development would
continue an advance
on Bennington.

By JerFREY RoBB
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

The wide open spaces between
suburban Omaha and Benning-
ton would shrink dramatically
with a proposed 1,062-home de-
velopment.

The subdivision, called the
Heritage, would be one of
Omaha’s largest housing devel-
opments, highlighting northwest
Omaha's rapid growth through
rolling hills and farmland.

Not only would the 550-acre de-
velopment bring Omaha to the
doorstep of the small town of
Bennington, it also would nearly
surround & 160-acre prairie pre-
serve,

The developers of the Heri-
tage, who include Omaha execu-
tive and philanthropist Allan Loz-
ier, are trying to get approval
from both the Cities of Benning-
ton and Omaha. In Omaha, the de-
velopers are working through is-
sues to protect the Allwine
Prairie Preserve, which is man-
aged by the University of Ne-

5 ,}7’(‘5

While the developers hope to
use the area’s scenic beauty to
seli their project to home buyers,
prairie supporters said the ad-
vance of the suburbs will forever
change their refuge of native tall
grasses.

“It will no longer feel like a
prairie,” said Tom Bragg, All-
wine's supervisor and a UNO bi-
ology professor. “It will feel like
a small parcel of prairieinaland-
scapeof houses.”

The Heritage is only one part
of a housing boom between Fort
Street and Bennington. It takes in

See Houses: Page 2

B Bennington city limits
Bennington School District
|| 3 Omaha clty limits
[1 Gmaha Public Schools

- -~

L I
THE WORLD-HEKALD

braska at Omaha.

Houses: Supporters of prairie preserve concerned

Continuedfrom Page 1

such developments as Water-
ford, Meadow Ridge and Stone
Creek. Directly south of the
prairie, grading is under way for
another housing development.

Omaha has rarely seen devel-
opment proposals as large as the
Heritage, with its 1,062 homes
northeast of 156th and State
Streets.

Hillsborough, firstproposedin
1991, is believed to be the last
subdivision as big—1,141 houses
and townhomes at 144th Street
and West Maple Road.,

The Heritage would nearly
link suburban Omaha and Ben-
nington. The proposal is the first
te span the line marking off zon-
ing areas between Omaha and
Bennington, which is why both
municipalities have to approve
the project.

Developer Mark Boyer, chief
executive of Boyer Young Devel-
opment, said the svhdivision
would be built in phases, with a
range of homes, all custom built,
from $175,000 to $500,000. It
would include a park and green
space near the Big Papio Creek,
four ponds, ball fields and trails.

A pioneer cemetery will be
preserved on one side, and the
historic red Ackerhurst Dairy
Barn will be on the other side,
outside the development’s prop-
erty.

Boyer said the hills even offer
aview of downtown Omaha,

“The ground itself is probably
the most scenic T have seen in
northwest Omaha,” Boyer said.

The proposal has taken its first
steps toward approval in Ben-
nington, Mayor Skip Wolff said
he foresess nothing on Benning-
ton’send to hold up the project.

The Omaha Planning Board
has discussed the proposal and
could vote on it in August or Sep-
tember.

The development has been in
the works for some time.

Jerry Banks, manager of the
group behind the project, New
Street LLC, said the family that
owned about 400 acres inthe area
approached the developers about
buying the property more than a
year ago. The group bought other
adjoining land from the Archdio-
cese of Omaha that was set aside
foracemetery.

Banks said he is an investor in
New Street, asis Lozier.

Lozier is chief exeecutive offi-
cer of Lozier Corp., 2 manufac-
turer of store fixtures. He and his
wife also are the benefactors be-
hind the Lozier Foundation.

New Street brought on Boyer
Young to develop and market the
Heritage. -

A major development as a
neighbor is exactly the opposite
of what prairie supporters had
heped for. Bragg and his col-
leagues tried unsuccessfully to
raise millions of dollars to buy
the neighboring land for expan-
sion and a buffer between the
prairieand development,

The developers are making a
good effort to protect the prairie,
said Steve Jensen, Omaha's act-
ing planning director.

Plans include 5¢ feet of open
space and trails along the edge of
the prairie. Three ponds will sit
immediately off the prairie and
collectrainwater,

Allwine officials have asked
developers to move a number of
heusing lots so visitors couldn't
see homes from the prairie. But
developers said they wouldn’t,

A& UNO civil engineering pro-
fessor also is reviewing plans for
the retention pends. But Boyer
said his goal is for zero runoff to
gointothe Allwine Prairie.

Banks said the developers are
doing everything they reasona-
biy can.

“Allwine Prairie is a wonder-
ful, wonderful project,” Banks
said.

John McCarty, director of
UNO’s environmental studies
program, said Allwine officials
don’t oppose the subdivision. But
he said a lot of things could go
wrong.

“We're just hoping we can do it
right,” McCarty said.

Mayor Wolff said the area’s de-
velopment is exciting, While he is
watching suburban Omaha ap-
proach his 900-person town, he
doesn't foresee annexation by
the City of Oniaha becoming an
issue because Bennington isn't a
threat. He said Bennington is a
long way from 10,000 people, the
point at which Omaha couldn’t
force annexation on the subur-
ban town.

“Why would Omaha really
wanttobother withus?”
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‘Bike
to Boyer’
set for

July 16 -

7_'f Ay

Bike riders of all ages
and abilities are invitpd
to take part in a special
event to mark Fort
Calhoun’s sesquicent_en-
nial. N

The “Bike to Boyer
ride will be held Satur-
day, July 16. Two sepa-
rate rides are planned:
one, a 26-mile tour which

will provide mnature-

viewingopportunities as
riders travel to Boyer
Chute, then follow a
ridge top country lane
back to Fort Calhoun;
and the second, a “farq-
ily fun ride” of approxi-
mately 7.5 miles to Boyer
Chute and back with just
onehill (asriders return
to Fort Calhoun). ‘
A pancake breakfas_t -
open to everyone - will
kick off the event and
will be served between 7
and 9:30 a.m. at St. John
the Baptist Catholic

Church in Fort Calhoun. .

Riders will depart from
the church between §:30
and 9:30 a.m. and will
travel the scenic route to
Boyer Chute National
Wildlife Refuge.

All riders who arrive
at the refuge by 10 a.m.
will be eligible for a free
drawing to win a boys or
girls bicyele. Conces-
sions will be available at
the refuge.

Registration formsare
available omnline at
boyerdesotoff'iends.org
or boyerchute.fws.gov
and at several area busi-
nesses.

Those who do not have
bikes are invited to have
breakfast and visit the
refuge. Binoculars areen-
couraged to help spot the
241 species of birds that
visit the refuge. ‘

‘This event is spon-
sored by the Friends of
Boyer Chute & DeSoto
NWR. Proceeds will sup-
port ongoing projects at
the refuge.

For more information,
call Lori Amberg , 426-
1353, or Larry Brooks,
896-0284.
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Water ‘ghts’

he depth of the Will n. genntor ﬁms . Lé in Nebras-
hole Nebraska i -Donrage ;thé Legislature has
has dug for it- “ﬁ il not...." This situa-
self can be discerned and expertise tion leaves surface-
from two Department pleaks stand #ip  water and groundwa-
of Natural Resources for Nehraskn? ter users to battle con-
statistics: Between - ' flicts but on their own.

1993 and 2004, 11,682 new ground- -

water irrigation welis were drilled
across the state. And between 1970
and today, the number of wells rose
from 39,660 tonearly 100,000.

Two State Supreme Court deci-
sions on grountiwater reguiation,
the latestmade publi¢ Friday, didn't
really méiké the hole any deeper

What the decisions did was make
crysta.l clesr whio'is Tesponsible for
getting “the state out. Not the De-
partment of Natural Resources,
which the court twice ruled had no
jurisdiction over groundwater. But
rather the Legislature, which has
slipped and shimmied anid slithered
around this politically cliarged land
mine for decades.

The problem, simply, is how
groundwater and surface water are
seen by state law. Thoughin reality

they are inextricébly entwined, the' "":that Spear T could sue well owners,

law trests them as separate e .

SOurees.-

Even Legidlative Bill 952, passed :
last year to begm addressing the sit-*

uation, maintains the division: The
DNR is responsible for surface wa-
ter and the system of seniorand jun-
ior irrigation rights. The state's 23
natural resources districts are re-
sponsible for groundwater.

The first ruling came in a suit
filed against the DNR by the Central
Nebraska Public Power and Irriga-
tion District in Holdrege, Neb. Dis-
trict officials claimed that ground-
water wells in the Platte River basin
above Lake McConaughy were tak-
ing up to 100,000 acre-feet of water
that r1ghtfully belonged inthe lake,
which Central mangges, The dis-
trict argued that state Jlaw and the
constitution gave the DNR authori-
ty to regulate groundwater as well
as surface water for the good of all
Nebraskans. The Supreme Court
disagreed. .

The court, in its written decision,
said it found “no statutory authority
or case law that supported appiying
surface-water appropriations to
groundwater.” The court also noted
that while “most legislatures in
western states had developed com-
prehensive appropriation sys-

But surface-water irrigators
don’t have the ammunition, 45 Cen-
tral recognized in its lawsuit. Their:
rigators it serves via releases from
Big Mac get water only when it is
there. As upstream underground
well irrigators suck water plit of
McConaughy, less water remiiis
for Central's surface irrigators:The
court’s ruling, in effect, makes sl
irrigators with uﬂdergrouhd wells;
even one dug yesterday, sehior in
water nghts to all surfaceswater us-
ers, no. matter how lengstafding
their waterrights.

The high court's Friday ruling
was against Spear T Ranch: near
Bridgeport, Neb., which had wantéd
the state to stop underg'ruund irfi-
gators from drying up Pumpkin
Creek, }eavmg the ranch no water,
While a previous.court decision said

his IngEincE the gourt found, as it
ditlin the Ceritrdl age, that the DNR

- hid oo muthority to regulate under-

g'round water wells. Suits are ex-
pensive and time-consuming. Hun-
dreds, perhaps more, could e filed
by Nebraska's surface irrigators
agamsttheu‘neighbors :

Burface-water senmr:ty mea.ns
first in time, first in right. i§ there
no way to mtegrate groundwater
rights into that system, so that how-
ever an irrigator gets his water, the
irrigater with the oldest rights —
well or surface — gets first call, and
soondowntheline?

Or perhapg there are better, but
still practical, itleas out there. Cer-
tamly, ideas and action are needed,
before 'irrigators *begin ﬂmglng
lawyers,or worse, ateach other,.

The finger pointed at the Legisld-
ture by the State Supreme Court i§
compeliing. Most other states have
long since managed to integrate
their laws regarding groundwater
and surface water. )

Is there no lawmaker with exper-
tise in agriculture or natural re-
sources, no knowledgeable and

courageous State senator, who will

step up and lead the way to do what’s
right for all of Nebraska?




‘eansa] Av(] )IBY (BT
a3 10 SuIpunj a1 aonpay L[jued
-1Judis pinoam os[e 199png oy,

‘43N
‘puBpisY JIeau I3ALY AL a2y}
Huom siuswsacadioy azao] @l
POy
BoLO4 0} yIed a8por] "q'N WoIj
ISATY TINOSSIRY oy} Huoe pue
oHpLIg par] Ayl 61 (5 AemgsH
BjSelqaN Wolj MRl sed-Op
3yl U0 UONONOSuea [reil, W
Teu
-UE1D JOIIUCD POO[T B 0] (08 91¥)5
-%2JU] 01 12308 Y19 Wodf a1
o1ded 3sap 21 Sunileano) W
;}o8pnq s aeassmp
ut syoafoxd Tolew oY) Suowry
'PAINSBOUl aJe ST Juaddad gz

AAQ] urep 1eads

aIning gorym Sumede aseq mau
a1} saUI9q 198png ay] asnessq
8834 aInINY U JOLNISIP a1 sdjay
4013 31 “A{leuonippy “SuisLl
aTe 53500 98NBIA ‘PIES SUBINI[Q
‘pepssu ST a0 BIOIX3 Ay
‘s g Jrey jhoqe
smedd paeoq (TYN Ayl 1Byl auo
[enume ue s1 1sanbar sueumQ
‘050p 0} 8104
SEID1330 PO1da]a [eD0] AU} JO JUSD
~1ad g7 3 juaniad | Jaqjoue s
-13d g — Jusurdmba ‘2ouwinsar
‘salIe|es — sasuadya umR)I1a0 10]
faseainw eaad 57 0} sjusw
-UIBAOR [800[ SINUI[ ME[ 31815
‘JuRatad §'g Ag sU0IRLD
-do poainsat-slels uo Surpuads
as@3JIoUT 0] paeoq SIg Sunyse

§1 sueen(O ‘ised siead m sy

T Ay uedaq aeas [eosTy
OIL ‘198 priq #Y1 U0 204 USTJ} puR
Surresy TeuL1o] e ploy [[Is pIeoq
a1} ‘sndny uy “Aepsing] Joj
pammpayds moaq sy JeEpng ayy
O uorssas juswwod onand vy
"FRISASA0IIN0D 3ae A)Una)) uo3Fug
-gsep a0} pasodoad saye] ad1e|
0M ], ‘B3I BYEUND 91} HI STUEp O]

1S WPST 'S TOBR ‘'siauenbpeay
QHN aul1e Aepsinyy,

‘urd g ‘uoissnoas)p 198png
juoyuido

duos 5 3uYM

pring o1 sadoy 1010S1p JU L SIRad
Jo Jaqunu e Joj aoefd U uiew
-9 [{EM AAS] LIRP JUID-T B Je3
sajediofiue a3y piEsS SUBULD
‘saxR] Aldadoad (RN a0 4
B 51030 OZ'0F$ Aed pinom awoy
000'00T$ © JO JaUMD 313 “JunoWR
Mal BY) IV 'TAAS] Samak ise[
Mo1aq APYSiIs ST jey], ‘uorenfea
passasse Jo 007$ 1ad sjuas zob
moge aq o) A[@I[ S1 §orym ‘AAa]
XE) [[e18A0 311 01UT paplo] 3q (v
AAa] wmp [eoads Ay ‘peajsu]
“Iadenent
eiusd ([N ‘SUBUL) 24918
pres ‘AA9] J32-T a3 UG Afajed
-#as 3104 0) suR(d o0 3R 3J8k]
‘Iead ise[ aYIup] CSWEp p{mg
0] Juad 1 4q &a9f xel Auadoad

S11 PISEILIL PIR0q (LHN 1) Jet
Al 1841 9y sem IEah IsE]
"198pnq uorjw
9'7¢$ pasodoad a1 jo 3usdaad 77
INOQEe 0] JUNOJ0E sWed
‘eaJde uo)Buuusy At ursadels
Suruwerd ayy ur st 93] PUINOJ Y
‘£juno)) sepdno( w peoy 28pog
1SaM PUR 132418 PUZET Tesu axe|
Mau B pue Apumo) Adieg ul saye]
MOPRS PUB SPUBRPIA RSUMOU
-UB U33Q SABY I SWEP

JN0] U0 UOT[[IW /§ Inoqe puads 0)
sadoy 101HSIp a1y sayiadony
‘Bale
0419UI BUBLIQ 24l U UONONIS
-uoco wep punj o) xey Auadoad
A} U0 A]1avay smeIp 1RY] Jadpng
e asoxdde o) pasiod s1 391K
$O0MR0SIY [BANIBN JOAIY LINOS
-sIN-mded sy ‘eask sy wedy

HALIM AAVIS TTYHAH-QTHOM
BEAHVVD) ADNVN Af

“BaIE U0)SUTNUSY S} U} JUO pue AJunon)
se[dno(] ws)sam i ouo “Apmony Adwg
u1 m@v—m_ om) ae spoload pasodoxd oy m

suejd urege (py\ Lmossiy-oide |

B|E S00Z FLATAN CAVANOK

SARVIAIM

MIVETH-0404 VEVIO



o

-
/

ven though
Ethey lost in
court, Lake

MecConaughy’s owners
and neighbors are feel-
ing more upbeat these
days. The skies at last
have opened, both east and west.

Big Mac greeted an average of
more than 26,000 revelers each day
of the Fourth of July period with wa-
ter levels five feet higher than those
atthe same time a year ago.

Central Nebraska Public Power
and Irrigation District spokesman
Tim Anderson offered welcome re-
assurance when he said that unless
“it goes completely hot and dry,” the
lake should end the summer higher
than the puny 8 percent of capacity
forecast last fall.

Conservation measures by those
willing to take them have unques-
tionably played a role, starting with
Central’s decision to cap 2005 water
deliveries to irrigators in three cen-
tral Nebraska counties at 6.7 inches.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
also helped out by passing for a third
straight year on releasing water

Spring rains,
late snows
feed optimism
that Mac will be
Big once more.

S
- Low-water mark, maybe

from its Big Mac envi-
ronmental account to
aid Platte River habi-
tat.

As always, though,
Mother Nature plays
the biggest role. Late

" snowfalls and heavy rains in Wyo-

ming in April and May have started
at last to refill upstream reservoirs.
Inflows to McConaughy, while far
below average, are twice last year’s
levels.

Rain clouds have been generous
and timely also in Central’s irriga-
tion area, allowing the district to
avoid releasing water for irrigators
until June 28.

The last drought that drained
McConaughy this far lasted five
vears in the 1950s. The lake needed
six years to refill. While upstream
groundwater pumping could length-
en the recovery this time, the great
drought seems to be letting up just
about when it did a half-century ago.

Perhaps — knock on the side of
Kingsley Dam — Micro Mac will re-
main a theoretical nightmare only.
Bravotothe water-savers,



Funding uncertain
for Lower Decatur

it may mean everything and it
may mean nothing.

A 53.552 million line item in
the Senate Energy and Water
Appropriation bill for the 2006
fiscal year could mean the awak-
ening of the long dormant Lower
Decatur Bend project in north-
east Burt County; or it could be
another bump in the night for
three landowners in the area.

The U.S. Senate last week
passed the Water and Energy
Appropriations bill. It included
$3.552 million earmarked for the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineeers
for work on the environmental
and habitat renewal project.

A spokesman for Senator
Chuck Hagel said the money is
not sure to be delivered. A simi-
lar bill was passed June 20 in the
House of Representatives, but
the House bill didn’t contain the
same appropriation. The two
versions will be the subject of a
House-Senate conference com-
mittee where specific language
in each version of the bill is
addressed. Committee members
have the authority Lo strip por-
tions of the bill in order to create
legislatton upon which both
houses can agree. A date for the
conference has not been set.

A spokesman tor the Corps of
Engineers in Omaha, Dave Bran-
don, said he was optimistic the
project would proceed, but
whether the money would sur-
vive the conference was “any-
body’s guess.”

He said similar projects have
been very popular nationwide,
s0 popular that the Corps had
more projects than money.

“We didn’t do anything lasf
year that wasn't specifically

—— .

named by Congress or an ongos

ing project,” Brandon said. “The
sponsormg agent (Papjo Mis-
souri_River Natural Resources
District) did a good job in poing.
out and getting Congressional

suppoit.”

A “Back to the River” initia-
tive, Lower Decatur is designed
to restore some of the Missouri
River’s natural character sacri-
ficed when it was channelized
for barge navigation and flood
coatrol.

The project, which carries a
canstruction cost of up to $5 mil-
lton according to Corps esti-
mates, is a joint effort between
the Papio-Missouri River Natur-
al Resources District and the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
the body responsible for manag-
ing the river. Because it is the
sponsoring agency, the NRD
st provide the necessary right
of way and one-fourth of the
money, approximately $1.5 mil-
lion. The rest comes from federal
sources.

The NRD requires three
parcels to allow enough room for
the 745-acre project. The NRD
seeks the land because it is
among the few places along the
river where a restoration project
can be successful. The Lower
Decatur Bend area was identi-
fied as one of a dozen priority
areas whep over 40 Missourt

River Corrider project sites were
wdentified in 1989,

The project has been stalled
for more than four years, thanks
to loss of staff by either the
Corps, the NRD or the engineer-
ing companies involved. The
NRD also has been working to
ubtain property rights to 540

acres of land from three private
owners: Mike Williams, Mike
Qlson and Tob-Isle, Inc., some
of which has been held by the
same family for generations.

Project talks began in 1997.
Original projections had the
project complete by late 2000
but, to date, less than 200 acres
has been acquired. A purchase of
22 acres of private land made in
2001, was the first—and last—
made for the project. The rest of
the right of way is made up of
land the NRD owns or took in
trade from lowa.

The construction work also
has been shightly redesigned
over the years to save money.

An NRD spokesman told the
Plaindealer the district is taking
a “wait and see” approach ro the
news of possible tederal fund-
ing.

“If it happens, great,” said
Environmental Coordinator Jim
Becic. “If the Corps still has the
funds after the conference, we’ll
have to sit down with the various
agencies and see what we can
do.”

Becic said the project could
go several different directions,
regardless of the level of partici-
pation by the Corps. The Natural
Resources Conservation District
is considering a project in the
area similar to the NRD/Corps
joint venture,

Landowners have requested
granting an casement for their
respective property. instead of
selling it outright, in an attempt
to control future access to the
project site. Although the NRD
has no plans to develop the area
for public use, it could turn man-

{Continued on Page 3)

Senate
okays
funding

{Continued from Page 1)

agement of the property over to
another body, such as the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, which
would be free to do as it wished.

The Natural Resources and
Conservation Service (NRCS)
proposal offers different ease-
ment language which, Becic
said, may be “more palatable,”
to the landowners. Both the
NRCS and the NRD have fund-
ing available for their portion of
the job, Becic said, but he esti-
mated the $3.5 million the Corps
could receive from the appropri-
ations bill is short of the amount
needed for construction.

Brandon said the Corps is
ready to proceed with the project
regardless of which agency
secures the necessary land.

“We're trying to make it as
good for the landowners as it can
get,” Brandon said, “and as good
for the project.”

Becic said a meeting with
landowners also will be a part of
the project moving forward,
regardiess of which direction the
project takes, if any.
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< Funding OK’d

for Earth Day event

Omaha's Earth Day festival
has gotten afinancial reprieve,

On a 6-5 vote, the Papio-Mis-
souri River Natural Resources
District recently decided to
continue its support of the festi-
val.

The NRD has been the festi-
val’slargest donor.

Last month, a board commit-
tee voted to cut the district’s
$5,000 donation by $4,000. Some
board members objected to the
political nature of some booths
and flyers; others didn’t like
spending tax dollars on festi-
vals.

The full board subsequently
rejected the committee recom-
mendation.

Voting to continue with full
funding were Fred Conley,
Rick Kolowski, Dorothy Lan-
phier, Joe Neary, John
Schwope and Jim Thompson.
Voting against full funding:
John Conley, Tim Fowler, Rich
Tesar, Dick Connealy and Rich
Jansen.

Festival organizer Cammy
Watkins said the organization
will work to address the NRD’s
concerns while not infringing
on freedom of speech.

The board will discuss its
proposed budget Thursday.
The meeting begins at 8 p.m. at
district headquarters, 8901 S.
154th§t. — Nancy Gaarder



Water law reaches eastward

By Davip HENDEE
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

Eastern Nebraska soon will
feel theimpact of a state law de-
signed to keep water-flowing in
house faucets, farm irrigation
pipes, streams and rivers.

The State Natural Resources
Department published a draft
Monday of the proposed rules it
will use later this year to de-
termine whether water flowing
in streams or found in under-
ground aquifers in eastern Ne-
braska is fully appropriated.

panded use would erode avail-
able supplies for existing users.

A total of about 70 percent of
the state’s land mass could be
considered fully appropriated
or overappropriated after the
state acts this winter, said Don
Blankenau, a Lincoln water at-
torney. )

Only a strip along the Mis-
souri River in far eastern Ne-
braska might be mostly unaf-
fected.

“Tt means o new net devel-
opment,” said Blankenau, who
sat on the committee that

Changes on tap?

Rules governing the use of
water could affect
development in huge sections
of Nebraska, possibly
inciuding these towns:

Hyannis, Thedford, Mullen,
Burwell, Ord, Petersburg,
Greeley, Columbus, Atkinson,
O'Neill, Neligh, Pierce, Beemer,
Norfolk, Battle Creek, Wayne,
Plainview, Oakiand, Madison,
Wisner, Fremont, Nerth Bend,
Schuyler, David City, Wahoo
and Yutan.

That designation means ‘ex-

Water:
Eastern basins
may join list
Continuedfrom Page 1

, drafted the proposed rules.
Thé Loup, Elkhorn and Lower

Platie River Basins could be

added to the list of watersheds
designated as either fuily appro-
priated or overappropriated,
said Ann Bleed, deputy director
of the State Natural Resources
Department.

The watersheds already desig-
nated are in western Nebraska
and partsof central Nebraska.

% In all cases the designations

trigger a process for local natu-
Fal resources districts and the

ate Department of Natural Re-

sources to develop a plan jointfy
f0-manage surface water ang

w extreme cases,
irrigators are allocated a limited
amount of water for crops and
must put meterson their wells.
“The concept here is to catch a
basin at a point where it is not
overappropriated,” Bleed said.
“If we can do that, then we
shouldn’t have to ask people to
cutbackontheirexisting uses.”

The proposed rules are the re-
sult of Et!ﬁe state'’s vear-old water
Taw, passed last vear as Lepisla-
five Bill 962. The Department of
Natural Resources must de-
termine by January which new

areas of Nebraska are fully ap-
propriatfad. :

See Water: Page 2

With few exceptions, one im-
mediate effect of bel eclare
full

voroverappropriatedisaban
onnew well permi COm-
structiog. A farmer also cannot

ifcrease the acres of cropland
underirrigation.

New water uses in areas desig-
nated as fully appropriated are
permitted only if an existing wa-
teruser gives up an equal supply.

“It will be new to a lot of peo-
ple,” Bleed said. “But the plan
isn’t something that has to be put
into place all at once. It's not set
in concrete. It canchange.”

For example, some NRDs
exempt domestic wells on farms

and acreages from regulations.

Still, small towns that need wa-
ter for new businesses must deal
with regulations requiring that
new uses be offset by retiring
existing uses, and it puts NRDs in
the middle of water conflicts,
Blankenau said.

To learn more

Public hearing: 2 a.m., Aug. 11,
Holiday Inn Convention Center in

Kearney.

ON OMAHA.COM

‘The rules, a PowerPoint
presentation on the
proposal and the
complete hearing notice.




NRD panel
bucks plan
to let horses
share trail

/-L3-03
By Nancy GAARDER
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

More than 450 people signed
petitions and about 35 sent let-
ters or e-mails asking the Papio-
Missouri River Natural Re-
sources District to open a portion
of the Mo-Pac Trail to horse rid-
ing.
But the efforts appear to have
been unsuccessful in convincing
NRD board members that horse
riders can safely coexist with bi-
cyclists and other trail users be-
tween Springfield and the Platte
River.

Vicki and Kirk Fraser, who led
the effort, said the five-mile sec-
tion, with its rural setting and
crushed limestone surface, is
ideal for horse riding. The exist-
ing trail could be adapied for less
than $9,000, they said.

The NRD management is rec-
ommending that a new trail be
built alongside the existing one at
a cost of $66,000 — contingent
upon the horseriding commu-
nity contributing half the money.

Vicki Fraser said a second trail
would destroy the beauty of the
existing one, making that option
unpalatable.

When it became clear that the
board committee would not con-
sider allowing the trail to be
shared, an emotional Fraser
asked to speakagain.

The district spends hundreds
of thousands of dollars a year on
hiking-biking trails, she said, but
almost nothing on horse trails.

“We're the ones who need it,”
she said. “Why the discrepancy?”

Board chairman Rich Jansen,
who alsois a farmer, said the trail
doesn’t provide encughroom.

The Frasers said other com-
munities have allowed horses on
hiking-biking trails without seri-
ousincident.

After Fraser rejected the idea
of a costly second trail, the com-
mittee voted 4-2 against manage-
ment’s recommendation that the
second one be built. The full
board will vote on the idea Thurs-
da




New landmark rises

along rpgd toB

By Marion Raopss
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

BLAIR, Neb. — Drivers now
have a highly visible sign that
they’re about to enter the city of
Blair

Logos for the city, the public
schools and a private college greet
motorists from & water tank that
was raised Tuesday about 12
miles sputhof town.

With the 1 million gallon tank in
place, it won't be long before some
residents in southeast Washington
County will get water through a
new, roughly 40-mile rural water
distributionsysterm.

The $3.5 million system, which
alsoincludes a pump station under
construction in Blair, is being
built by the Papio-Missouri River
Natural Resources District.

The system is expected to play
an important role in the area's
growth.

‘Tower: Logos identify city

dil

Promises of more and cleaner
water, ah emergency backup sys-
tem and improved fire protection
in some areas are expected to
draw more homeowners inte the
countryside.

Motorists on Nebraska High.
way 133 had been seeing signs of
the coming tower for weeks as the
welded steel water tank was built
arcund the base of a concrete ped-
estalat the site.

‘Workers printed on the green
tree of the Blair city logo, the pur-
ple paw print of the Blair Bears
and the red letter “D” for Dana
College.

Tuesday they used a hydraulic
jack to raise the tank into position.
At a speed of about 16 inches per
minute, sieel cables Lifted the tank
to the top of the 140-foot tower.
After about two hours, the bowl
was in place.

The tower is Blair's first ele-

See Tower: Page2

KILEYCRUSE/THE WOQRLD-HEHALD
Landmark Construction workers operate hydraullc Iifts Tueaday to raise into poaition the large tank of a new water tower south of Bialr.

. N
KILEYCRUSE/THEWORLD-HERALD

The Bialr Bears team symbol Is one of thres local
logos that adom the new water tower's tank.

Continued from Page 1 disabled.

vated water tank. The city's
current water supply comes
from three ground reservoirs.

Dick Sklenar, special proj-
ects coordinator for the natural
resgurces district, said the dis-
rict expects the rural water
system to be running in late
fall.

The Blair tower will be its
main seurce of water, Sklenar
said. The pipelines also connect
to the Metropolitan Utilities
District for emergency water

cent.

backup should Blair’s plant be  room.

The NRD and Blair shared
the $1.4 million construction
cost for the tower. Blair, which
will assume ownership, took
over 80 percent of the cost,
while the district paid 20 per- «+

Contractors will continue to
work on the tower for the next
5ix weeks. They atill have to
finish the inside of the pedes-
tal, which will house a mainte-
nance shop and electronics

. F
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Spending priorities wise

oard members
of the Papio-

Papio NRD
needs to extend

ic. As more develop-
ment results in more

Missouri River streets, buildings and
Natural Resources tAX to continue parking lots, rain fall-
District again are look- flood-control ing in the watershed
ing at a 1-cent addition improvemenits.  runsoff quickerandin

to the district’s proper-

ty tax to continue planning and
building flood-control dams in the
Omaha metropolitan area. The work
is vital to the area’s continued
growthand safety.,

The penny would not increase the
district’s property-tax levy; it is
merely an extension of last year’s
appropriation. The proposed levy of
4.02 cents per $100 of taxable value,
to be considered at a public hearing
and voted on by the board next
month, is slightly lower than this
year’samount.

However, Steve Oltmans, general
manager of the NRD, said that be-
cause of increased valuations, the
district actually would be collecting
slightly more money.

The district’s new budget contem-
pblates more of the private-public
partnerships it has used in the past
to stretch public money to cover
necessary improvements to the
flood-control system. In Benning-
ton, for instance, Prairie View Lake
and Recreation Area was developed
by a private company, which con-
tributed to construction of a dam
and lake needed to help protect
downstream Papioc Creek from
flooding.

Flood protection on the Papio is
becoming increasingly problemat-

greater quantities be-
cause there is less open land for it to
soak into. That means the creek car-
ries more water that moves faster.
The threat of flooding grows as de-
velopment spreads.

The district’s flood protection
plan was devised nearly 40 years
ago. Portions of it, such as Cunning-
ham Lake, have existed for decades.
Now, the NRD is trying to complete
enough of the rest of the system to
protect the city well into the future.
At least three projects in Sarpy and
Douglas Counties and a larger ven-
ture in Washington County are in the
planning stages. Others will be con-
sidered as time and funds are avail-
able,

Public-private partnerships are
often good deals for citizens, who
pay less for an important flood-con-
trol structure while gaining a park
or recreational opportunity.

The NRD has proved to be a wise
conservator of the taxpayer’s mon-
ey in the past, and this latest budget
broposal seems to continue that
trend. Planning for the area’s future
safety from floods is important to
sustaining continued growth and the
quality of life in the Omaha area.

The NRD’s spending priorities de-
serveitsboard’s support.



Horse trail to be added on Mo-Pac

v-i5-c8
By Nancy GAARDER
WORLD-HERALDSTAFFWRITER

Horse enthusiasts will get a
new riding trail after all. Now
the question is whether cyclists
and walkers will end up with a
less attractive one.

The Papio-Missouri River
Natural Resources District
board on Thursday approved
building a five-mile horse trail
alongside the Mo-Pac hiking-
biking trail from Springfield to
the Platte River.

The board did so at the re-
quest of Vicki and Kirk Fraser,
who represent more than 450
people seeking the horse trail.

The Frasers previously had
asked that horses share the
existing trail with cyclists and
walkers. Adapting the trail
would have saved more than 85
percent of the cost of adding a

horse trail, and it would have re-
duced theneed to cut down trees
and otherwise damage the
trail’s aesthetics.

On Tuesday, an NRD board
committee rejected a shared
trail, prompting Fraser to say
that she'd rather have no trail
than damage the existing one.
The committee obliged and
voted down a separate trail,

At Thursday’s full board
meeting, Fraser reversed her-
self.

“My husband told me I may
have fallen on my sword too
quickly,” she said, adding that
she trusted the NRD to mini-
mize damage to the trail.

Fraser said the Nebraska
Game and Parks Commission
appears able to provide a
$33,000 grant that would cover
the horseriders’ share of the

$66,000 trail. The NRD will pay
the other haif.

The board overrode the com-
mittee’s decision and approved
the separate trail.

Also on Thursday, the board
gave tentative approval to a
$31.5 million budget that takes
the district a step closer to
building two controversial
flocd-control lakes in Washing-
ton County. The board voted 7-3
toinclude $625,000 in the budget
todesign the twolakes.

Washington County resident
Jennifer Andersen objected to
the budget item, saying it was
premature given opposition to
the lake, Two men representing
area bass fishermen endorsed
it.



State regulators, cities closer to water agreement

By Davip HENDEE/N KCS oy il

WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

YORK, Nebh.— Nebraska cities
and state regulators moved
closer to.agreement Thursday on
establishing minimum levels of
water guaranteed to communi-
ties, regardless of whether they
are suffering from drought or
other shortages.

The progress comes one year
after anew state water law — de-
signed to anticipate and prevent
conflicts between groundwater
and surface-water users — came
intoeffect July 16, 2004,

At that time, the City of Sidney
and other western Nebraska
communities warned that the law
was skewed in favor of agricul-
tural interests and limited a com-
munity’s ability to grow and at-
tractnew business.

Progress was made Thursday
at a State Water Policy Task
Force subcommittee meeting,
said Don Blankenau, a Lincoln at-
torney who represents the
League of Nebraska Municipali-

Guarantees of
minimum amounts
for communities are
on the table during
negotiations.

ties.

The group discussed a two-
pronged solution, although spe-
cifics werenotresolved,

“Details are the difference be-
tween noise and music,” Blanke-
nau said. “We've got to get the de-
tailsright.”

Part of the proposed solution
calls for the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Natural Resources to
adopt rules and regulations to re-
serve a minimum amount of wa-
ter for communities not in basins
whose water supply is desig-
nated by the state as fully or
overappropriated.

The baseline would be the
greater of the amount of water
the community is permitted to
pump or its projected uses for at

least20 years.

For example, the City of Fre-
mont may have a permit to use 20
percent more water than it now
uses, Growth trends may suggest
that the city will increase its wa-
ter use by 25 percent in the next
20 years.

The city’s baseline use will be
the greater of the two totals. Any
future restrictions on groundwa-
ter pumping or.farm use, for ex-
ample, couldnot reduce the city’s
water ration.

The other half of the solution
— which generated the most dis-
cussion — would recommend es-
tablishing in state law a min-
imum allocation of water to cities
in areas whose supply of surface
or underground water has been
designated as fully or overappro-
priated. The allocation would
give cities an amount of water at
least equal to a simiiar tract of ir-
rigated farmland, but not less
than 13 inches per acre.

For example, Ogallala les in
the overappropriated portion of
the Platte River Basin. The city

may cover 1,000 acres and have
two groundwater transfer per-
mits. It would receive a min-
imum annual allocation that is
the greater of 13,000 acre-inches
(353 millien gallons) or the cumu-
lative amount of its two ground-
water permits.

York City Administrator Jack
Vavra said he supported the idea
of allocating cities at least as
much water per acre as farmers
puton corn because he said many
cities have been frugal with wa-
ter. Establishing a statewide av-
erage allocation per person
would penalize cities that have
been conserving water, he said.

Roger Patterson, the state’s
natural resources director, said
he liked the Big Blue Natural Re-
sources District’s rules for allo-
cations: a blend of allocating gal-
lons per person per day, plus
inches per acre on certain land
within the cities.

Committee members ap-
proved the solution’s concept.
Details will be considered at an
Aug. 11 meeting in Kearney.



‘Main part of bow!
for water tower
lifted into place

It's going to be easy to
know when you're getting
close to Blair from now on.

Themainpart ofthe howl
of the city’s new water
tower was lifted into place
on. Tuesday morning. The
tower can be heen from
Nebraska Highway 133 and

| U.S. Highway 30.

Ittook about2.5hours, to
lift the structure into place.
Waork is scheduled to begin
next week to put the top on

. the bow], which will hold 1

. million gallons (8.5 million

‘ pounds) of water, said Roy

Reynolds, superintendent
| of the projectfor Landmark
| Structures, which is build-
ing the$1.38 million tower.

First, a crew from Land-
mark will weld and paint
the inside of the bowl. The

Texas-based company is

building the tower as the

centerpiece of the rural
| water system goinginsouth
~ of Blair in Washington
County.

The tower, which sports
., thelogosofthe city of Blair,
"the Blair Community
Schools and Dana College,
isscheduled tobefilled with
water beginningon Aug. 22,
Thewatertower willser-
vice participating rural
" water customers in anarea
f between Highway 133, U.S,
Highway 75 and County
| Road P32. The water will be
supplied from Blair as part
of a 25-year agreement be-
tween the Papio-Missouri
River Natura! Resources

District and the city.

As the water tower work

" nears completion, work

! progresses on the sysem of

; pipes that will carry the

i water to participating ru-

; ral customers south of

{ Blair.

; Project manager Dick
Sklenar of the NRD told the
Washington County Board

:; on Tuesday that construc-

‘ tion crews have taken ad-

' vantage of dry weather to

catch up on the project and

may even make the Aug, 15

deadlinetohave the pipe in

! place,

Wet weather and other

“factors had pushed the

project behind schedule

earlier in the year.

Thenew rural water sys-
tem will include about 15
fire hydrants, which three
volunteerfire departments
in the area paid to have in-
stalled to increase fire

An inst;nt I

andmark

The new water towar will watch over
traffic onHighway 133 south of Blalr.
Right, the bowd islifted Into piace on
Tussduy. It took about 2.5 hours to
ralse it up,

safety in that area of the
county, Sklenar said.

In addition, the system
will have 20 to 30 “poor
man’s hydrants,” as
Sklenar cailed them. They
are simpler structures that
will be used toflush the sys-
temperiodically. Firehoses
canalsoheattachedtothem
in an emergency, Sklenar
said.

Sklenar said the city of
Blair will operatethe water
tower. The NRD will own it
for 10 years, while the city
paysoff its part of the costs,
then the NRD will deed the
tower to the city. The city,
the NRD and Washington
County are partners in the
projects.

‘Sklenar said the rural . |

water project is picking up
two or three new hookups
each month.




More water laws aren't needed

BY ROGER K. PATTERSON

7-16-0°5

The writer,of Lincoln, is director of the Nebraska -
Department of Natural Resou_rces. C

While I have found World-Her-..
ald editorials on water issues to
be generally well thought ocut and
factually correct, I believe that
the July 10 editorial, “Water
‘rights,” ” missed the mark in
calling for additional legistation.

The two recent decisions by
the Nebraska Supreme Court
should come as no surprise. The
court simply upheld our current
system of regulation in Nebras-
ka. :

o ; l o
0 3 3
ﬁe Tocal level bg the natural re-

so:uEEEE d -
ative- s doctrine, or “share
gng sﬁare%ii@."

The real question should be: Is
this the best approach to manag-
ing Nebraska'’s water?

.Forty-nine citizens from
across the state worked for 18
months as part of the Water Pol-
iey Task Force and, after review-
ing the actual implementation of
integrated management laws in
other western states, concluded
it was,

This decigion of the task force
subsequently was enacted by the
Legislature as Legislative Bill
962. The recent decisions by the
Nebraska Supreme Court make
it clear that 1.B 962 is the tool we
have with which to deal with Ne-
braska waterissues.

Is LB 962 up to the task? I be-
lieve it is. I also believe it meets

challenge of being a “better, but
still practical” approach that is
superior to simply integrating
groundwater rights into the prior
appropriation system and saying
the problemis solved.

Under the prior-appropriation
system, if a senior water-rights

-holder on the stream is not re-

ceiving his or her water, the most
junior water rights upstream are
shut off until the senior rights
holder receives his or her sup-
ply. This works for surface-wa-
ter rights.

Now, let’s look at how a system
with groundwater integrated in-
to a strictly regulated prior-ap-
propriation system would work.
When the same senior surface-
water-rights holder is not receiv-
ing his full right, the most junior
user, now a groundwater user,
would be shut off. The result
would be two people with no wa-
ter.

Why? Because in Nebraska,
groundwater pumping does nat
affect stream flow immediately.
So while the groundwater use
will affect stream flows over
time, it cannot be regulated in
real time in a prior-appropriation
system and have the desired out-
come.

Here’s more on why LB 962 is
likely up to the task. LB 962 was
structured to do two things: be
proactive in preventing future
problems and provide the tools to
deal with existing problems.

I believe most peopie agree

r'o:;;ems eriencmg.
€Vﬁat we need from the Tepmla
tyams_mummum,m,
ﬂr‘ﬂlﬂmﬂmdin&mamwz
osucceed,
A ———

that LB 962 will prevent future
probiems by having the state an-
nually review and declare basins

. “fully appropriated” before they

The World:Herald’s editorial *‘are “bverdeveloped. - Régarding

the second goal, LB 962 provides
tools and statutory responsibil-
ities for areas where demand ex-
ceeds supply (primarily the
Platte River Basin upstream of
Eim Creek and the Republican
River Basin).

In the Republican Basin, Ne-
braska must comply with the
compact, which means our use
cannot be more than our alloca-
tion (supply). This will be accom-
plished through the integrated
management plans that will in-
clude both regulation and incen-
tive programs authorized by LB
962. ‘
LB 962 requires that the plans
be develaped jointly by the NRDs
and the Nebraska DNR with sig-
nificant input from local stake-
holders. Because these plans will
be developed at the local level,
they will be tailored to suit local
conditions, as opposed to being
forced intc a one-size-fits-all
rule.

For the Platte River Basin, LB
962 requires that uses bereduced
in a stepwise manner to re-
balance supply and demand to a
sustainable level. Again, this will
be accomplished through inte-
grated management plans devel-
oped pursuantto LB 962,

Solet's allow LB 962 to work. It
wascraitedto £ EXac




Group

looks

to extend
pular trail

Recommendations
include a 9.3-mile
extension to the
MoPac East Trail.

P
ALGIS ). LAUKAITIS
Lincoln

LOUISVILLE — A natural re-
sources disaict is considering ex-
tending the popular MoPac East
Trail from the town of Wabash
north to the Lied Platte River
Bridge near South Bend.

The MoPac East Trail already
extends about 25 miles from just
south of 84th and O streets in Lin-
coln to Wabash, a small town in
western Cass County.

However, the Lower Platte
South Natural Resources District
would like to extend the trail and
link it with a trail that is being built
from Omaha by the Papio-
Missouri River Natural Resources
District.

Monday night, Lower Platte
South NRD officials held a public
informational meeting ai the
Louisville Senior Center to discuss
apossible route recommended by
their consujtant, Big Muddy
Workshop, based in Omaha.

After an hourlong presentation
on four possible choices, John
Royster, a landscape architect
with Big Muddy, recommended a
9.3-mile extension from Wabash
to South Bend.

The preferred route would be
9.3 miles long and would follow

334th Street, a gravel road that is
being used as ainterim trail. It also
would connect with Camp Kitaki
and possibly Platte River State
Park.

Royster told about 50 people at
the meeting that 334th Street was
the most direct route and would
have the least effect on natural re-
sources. His firm also looked at
358th, 322nd and 310th streets.

Royster said the 334th Street
route would use one mile of exist-
ing right of way owned by the
Lower Platte South NRD but
would need 8.3 miles of new right
of way from farmers and other
landowners.

Audience members peppered
Royster and Glenn Johnson, gen-
eral manager of the Lower Platte
South NRD, with questions about
the proposed route and its effect
on their land, safety and privacy.

Bernie Glaser of Elmwood
wanted to know what the cost
would be for building the trail ex-
tension. However, Johnson said,
he would not know the amount
until the trail is designed and engi-
neeted. At this point, the district
has anly identified a possible cor-
ridor, he said, and it will be up to
the district’s 21-member board to
chart a possible course for the
trail.

Board member Marsha Bab-
cock, who lives near Wabash, said
there is interest among other

board members for building the
extension but she doesn't plan to
support it. She said it's not a high

See TRAIL, Page 38

o Trail

Continued from Page 1B
priority project for her, and she
doesn't believe it's the best use of
tax dollars.

Mark Meyer and several oth-
er audience members ques-
tioned how many people will
use the trail extension, if it is
built. They suggested that the
district do a study on current use
of the existing MoPac East Trail
and the projected use of the ex-
tension before proceeding with
the project.

Sadie Nicholson, who lives
near Wabash, said she hasn't
seen more than a dozen bicy-
clists use the interim traif along
334th Street since June. She said
maost trail users who come to the
area first park at Wabash and
then head west toward Elm-
wood.

Brad Johnson, who Ilives
along 334th Street, wondered
who would take care of the trail
extension, if it were built. "I mow
my lawn once a week, who is go-
ing to maintain it?” he asked.

Other audience members
were concerned about how
much money they would receive
if the district decided to take the
land by eminent domain.

Johnson said the district
would hire an appraiser and pay
fair market value for any land
that was purchased from a
landowner or if the district ob-
tained an easement.

Reach Algis 1. Laukaitis at 473-7243
or alaukaitis@journaistar.com.

Proposed MoPac
East Trail Extension

A consultant, hired by the Lower Platte
South Natural Resources District, has
recommended a route along 334th
Street as part of an extension of the
popular MoPac East Recreationat Trail.
The extension would connect Wabash,
where the trail now ends, to a bridge
over the Piatte River near South Bend.
The extension is seen as an impartant
piece of a trail between Lincoln and
Omaha.

Source; Lower Platte South NRD
MATT VAN DRIEST/Lincoln Journal Star
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Park service’s

7" building rates gold

The directive was to give the
National Park Service in
Omaha a riverfront building
worthy of a silver rating for en-
vironmental friendliness.

Instead, project coordinators
aimed for the U.S. Green Build-
ing Courncil’s most prestigious
rating. And Thursday, the park
service’s Midwest headquar-
ters received the building coun-
cil’s gold-rated medallion.

Fewer than 60 buildings
worldwide have earned the
building council’s gold rating.

Jay Noddle, president and
CEO of Noddle Cos., accepted
the medallion on behalf of ail
those involved in designing and
constructing the headquarters,
including federal employees,
Pacific Realty Development
Services, Leo A. Daly and Kie-
wit Construction Co,

The gold rating is based on
several criteria. The building,
for example, was designed to
conserve energy and water.
Carpets and furnishings are
made from recycled or renewa-
ble products. Most building ma-
terials came from within 300
miles of Omaha, limiting the
number of resources involved
in transporting them. And
space was designed to give

workers light-filled offices that

maximize the riverfront view.
—JudithNygren



NRD gives tentative OK to

District will need

more taxpayer

money for projects,
BY ALGIS J. LAUKAITIS

Liscoln Journal Star
Taxpayers will have to pay more
to the Lower Platte South Natural
Resources District so it can contin-
ue work on the Antelope Valley and
Stevens Creek Watershed projects.
The Lincoln-based district re-

cently tentatively approved a -

2 .
- District officials say the budget
is 5 percent less than last years
$22.4 million, but it will require a
tax levy rate of about 4.2 cents per
$100 valvation, an increase of

trict to go higher.

The Lancaster County asses-
sor’s office will determine the final
tax levy in August based on proper-

"ty valuations.

A 4.2-cent levy is projected to
raise about $7.59 million, assistant
general manager Paul Zillig said.
Additionai money will come from
local, state and federal funds as
well as cash and investments, he
said. . '

Most of the 1-cent increase i
du€ ﬁk—;]f
a 5240 million floo L ans-
portation and urban revitalization
project near downtown, The dis-
trict is responsible for the flood
control portion along Antelope
Creek.

Zillig explained the district is
spending large amounts now but
will be partially reimbursed when

district’s finance and planning
committee and a director for 15
years, said the Antelope Valley and
Stevens Creek Watershed projects
have streiched the districts fi-

budget

Here are the proposed major
budget items and amounts:

- B Antelope Valley Project,
$4.28 million. i

W Urban stormwater/flood
control, $3.73 million.

n Regional water
supply/wastewater project near
South Bend, $2.95 million.

M Recreation trails/conserva-
ton corridors, $1.45 million

. Flood control structures,

$1.16 million.

M Soil and water conservation,
$1.07 million.

W, Wetlands, conservation,

easements, forestry, recreation and
wildlife, $1.05 million.

B Stevens Creek watershed,
$1.03 miilion.

B Groundwater management,
$575,000.

The Lower Platte South NRD is
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State’s biggest wind tarm
nears first energy harvest

By Nancy GAARDER
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

AINSWORTH, Neb. — Alien
yet striking in appearance, wind
turbines standing more than 30
stories tall have faid claim to the
unbroken horizon of the Sand
Hillsseuthof here.

Nebraska's largest wind farm
is three-fourths finished. Early
next month, it will begin
generating electricity and could
be fully operational by the end
of August, supplying enough
electricity to power 19,000
homes.

Already, the $81.3 million
project's impact is apparent —
not just on the aesthetics of the
hills seuth of Ainsworth but on
Main Streets of the nearby
towns.

Diane Huston, manager of
Bomgaars Supply in Ainsworth,
sees it. Crews have stopped in
for boots, raingear, gates, fenc-
ing and degreaser. The extra
business is helping make a good
year better, shesaid.

“It sure doesn't hurt,” she
said.“Any extradollars help.”

No one claims a major eco-
nomic boom from the wind
farm. Most of the dollars flow
vverseas to manufacturers such
as Vestas of Denmark. Fluctuat-
ing U.S. tax policy contributes
ta a boom-an<-bust cycle of con-
struction, slowing development
of a strong U.S. wind turbine

manufacturing base.

But in Ainsworth, population
1,900, it doesn't take millions of
dollars to make adifference.

Nebraska Public Power Dis-
trict, which is building the wind
farm, has encouraged contrac-
tors to buy locally when possi-

JEFFREILRMANN/THEWORLD - HERALD

It will help
kesp dur
enrollment
up and bring
in more state
ald. And it
gives us a
chanoe to
educate more
children.”

Ainsworth
superintendent
Darrell Peterson

Turblries at NPPD'a
wind farm south of
Alnswarth, Neb,, add
a new slihouette to
the plaing horizon.

ble. At its peak, construction has
brought almost 90 jobs ta the
area.

Just as important are fthe
handful of good-paying perma-
nent jobs that will accompany
the project, said Jerry Schaefer,

See Wind: Page 2

Wind: Ainsworth welcomes project

Continuedfrom Page 1

president of First National
Bank.
Those families will need

homes, and their children will
need schooling, something Su-
perintendent Darrell Peterson
describesas“excellent” news,

“It will help keep our. enroll-
ment up and bring in more state
aid. And it gives us a chance to
educate more children,” he said.

NPPDselected theares for its
reliably strong winds and exjst-
ing trausmission lines.

The blates need 8 mph to 9
mph of windto produce electric-
ity. The winds above the site
have been clocked at an average
speed of 19.5 mph. The turbines
are expected to generate
electricity five to six days a
weele

Generating 60 megawatts,
the wind farm is moderately
sized compared to others across
the country. The steady and
strong winds, however, are con-
sidered excellent and should al-
low these urbines to generate
moreelectricity thanaverage.

Nebraska — the country’s
sixth-windiest state, according
to the American Wind Energy
Association — remains far be-
hind neighboring  states
terms of wind energy
generation.

That largely reflects the fact

Potential
powerhouses

Tha top 10 states for wind energy
potential, as measured by annual
energy patential in the billlons of
kilowatthours, factoring in
emvironmental and land use
exclusions.
1. Nortih Dakota 1,210
2. Texas 1,190
3. Kansas 1,070
4_South Dakota 1,030
5. Montana 1,020
6. Nebraska 868
7. Wyomning 747
8. Oklahoma 725
9. Minnesota 657
10. lowa 551
11, Colorado 481
20. Missouri 52

v 30

that Nebraska is an all-public-
power state. As such, its utilities
don’t pay income taxes and can't
benefit from the tax credits that
are fueling most U.8. wind farm
construction,

The size of the Ainsworth
wind farm has largely been
driven by the available capacity
of nearby transmission lines.

Linda O'Hare, executive sec-
retary of the Ainsworth Area
Chamber of Commerce, already
is getting inquiries from people
wanting to tour the wind farm.
She and others see tourism po-
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NPPD wind farm
Project cost: $81.3 million

Size: 36 windmills spread over
11.000 acres

Power: Generates 60 megawatts,
enough to power 19,000 homes

Partners: Nebraska Public Power
DBistrict, Omaha Public Power
District, Municipal Energy Agency
af Nebraska, Grand Island
Utilities and JEA of Jacksonville,
fla.

Height: 364 feet from top of blade
to ground

Btades: Can turn up to 140 mph

Lecatlon: About six miles south of
Ainsworth on Highway 7

tential. "This is a good fit for
us,” she said.

Opinion varies about how the
turbines leok,

Joe McBride lives so close to
themn he can “pretty near touch
them.”

Sunsets will never te the
same, but “it’s a livable situa-
tion™ because it's a step forward
for the town, he said. “If T had
my choice, they wouldn't he
there. But they're not like a big
old ugly wart on the Sand I1ills.
They've done a nice job with
them.”
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$2.1

on in grants awarded

SO e

for water, wastewater projects

Lincoln Journai Star

Ten Nebraska communities will
receive more than $2.1 million in
Comriumity Development Block
Grants to repair or update water
and wastewater systems. _

The state Department of Eco-
nomic Development administers
the program, which is financed by
the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development,

The communities are:

MBartley and Indianola:
$393,000 to build a well field and
transmission mains as part of a re-
gional water system, providing water
for residents in Bartley, Cambridge
and Indianola. The 1J.S. Department
of Agriculture Rural Development
has awarded additional loan and

grant funding of $231,000 for Bartley
and $2.1 million for Indianola.

B Boelus/Howard City: $250,000
to build a well and 100,000-gallon
storage reservoir, as well as instail
water mains, distribution lines and
meters. The USDA-RD has awarded
additional funding of $485,000.

M Colon: $250,000 to link to Wa-
hocs water systern and replace water
mains in high-use areas to solve the
problem of elevated levels of con-
taminants in supplywells. The Lower
Platte North Natural Resources Dis-
et own and operae e new
systern. The USDA-RD awarded ad-
ditional funding of $564,000.

_ W Cordova: $250,000 to instail
water mains, water meters and oth-
er components to link to Friends
water system. Cordova will buy wa-

ter, from Friend but will own and
operate its water system. An addi-
tional $782,000 in funding is pend-
ing from the USDA-RD, and an ad-
ditional $8,400 from local funds will
help complete the project.

W Holbrook: $250,000 to install a
water transmission line to link with
the Arapahoe water system, where
the village also will begin buying
water. The project also will teplace a
cast-iron water main, install meters
for all users and renovate.a water
tower. The UUSDA-RD awarded ad-
ditional funding of $886,000:

B Plainview: $250,000 to replace
its wastewater system with a four-
lagoon treatment systern and lift
station. The state Department of
Environmental Quality approved a
%1 million loan from the Clean Wa-

ter State Revolving Fund.

M Talmage: $8,300 to evaluate the
condition, capacity and reliability of
its 1950 water system. The village will
contribute an additional $2,500.

B Western: $250,000 for con-
struction of a supply well, 100,000-
gallon elevated water storage reser-
voir, and fnaintenance - and

" installation of a transmission main,

water meters and distribution lines,
USDA-RD  awarded additional
funding of $950,000.

B Wilcox: $250,600 to build a
well field, install watexr meters and
transmission mains and renovate a
75,000-gallonn  storage  facility.
Wilcox and the village of Ragan will
use the system. An additional
$918,000 in funding is pending
from the USDA-RD.
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armers from
Missourt fault
river flow plan

B They and others worry that a rise in the
water level would flood farmland.

By NaNCY GAARDER
WORLD-HERALDSTAFFWRITER

Farmers and officials from
along the Missouri River made
a last-ditch plea Wednesday to
prevent what appears inevita-
ble: a spring increase in the riv-
er’s level, designed to prevent
an ancient species of fish from
goihg éxtrict. I

Conditions permittifig, the-

Army Corps of Engiiteers-in-
tends next spring, for the first
time ever, to increase rlmﬁg-
els to encourage the endan-
gered pallid sturgeon to spawn,
said spokesman Paul Johnston.

The question no longer is
whether to do so but how to do
50, he said, because the corps
must comply with the Endan-
gered Species Act. |

Years of studies, contro-
versy and lawsuits have led to
this point.

Still, the people who filled
two buses, mostly from Mis-
souri, some leaving their homes
as early as 3 a.m. to attend a
Wednesday hearing in Omaha,
were not conceding defeat.

“As you debate this, it is not
just an economic or scientific
issue, it is a moral issue,” said
Tom Waters of the Missouri
T.evee and Drainage District
Association. “It is morally
wrong to flood people.”

Waters’ comments brought
loud applause and a standing
ovaticn from those gathered at
the National Park Service's re-
gional headquarters —a stone’s
throw from the river.

Mindy Larsen Poldberg of
the fowa Corn Growers Associ-
ation said it is a mistake to think
of farmland as vacant land that
the government can flood. No
one would think of floodirg a
department stofe or insurance
office to protect an endangered
species, she said, Farmland, she.
said, is no different.

Most of the more than 200
peaple who attended the hear-
ing were from Missouri, the
state with the greatest amount
of bottomland along the river.

They were skeptical that the
planned effort to save the pallid
sturgeon would work. An ex-
periment, they said, shouldn’t
be done at the risk of their live-
lihoods. Several asked if the
government would compensate
them if their fields floed.

Others said they think the
“spring rise,” as itis called, isa
ruse to flood farmland to the
point that farmers will give up
and sellout.

“When you send down your
spring rise and Mother Nature
sends hers, then us Missouri

See River: Page2

River: Higher spring level aims to he

Continued from Page 1

farme1s — we're going to be the
endangered species,” Carol
Stupdebeck said to more ap-
plause and whoops.

Their comments were ' ad-
dressed to about 50 people who
make up the Missouri River
Spring Rise Plenary Group. The
group consists:of representa-
tives of federal, tribal, state and

municipal governments and in-
terest groups froth the Missouri
River Basin, A mediation com-
pany is working with the group to
help the members reach a con-
sensusonaplan.

Thursday, the plenary group
was expected to produce a rec-
ommendzation to the corps on how
to handle the spring rise. It will
focus en how long river levels
will stay up, how much water will

be released and whather levels
should be adjusted to account for
droughtand heavy rains.

The groupis considering a pro-
posal that would call for two
short, sharp spikes in riverlevels
-— one in March and the other in
May,

If the group canriot agree on a
recommendation, then the corps
will fall back on & previoug-rec-
ommendation from the U.S. Fish

Ip sturgeon

and Wildlife Service that calls
fortwolongerincreases.

The Fish and Wildlife Service.
recommehndation would result in
more water traveling down-
stream for substantially fonger .
periods of time. That would drain
more water from reservoirs,
something upstream states op-

- pose, while making it harder to

prevent flooding downstream.
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Need for city forester is al

By NaNncy GaArRDER
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Driving through north Omaha
the other day, retired Citv VFor-
ester Phil Pierce saw a reminder
of why he believes it matters that
his old job has gone vacant for
more than five years.

In a vacant fot, neglected and
forgotten, a more than
50-foot-tall dead tree stood as a
silent hazard to the neighbor-
hood.

“"Anytime you have someone
who by title pays attention to
something, that thing gets done,”
Piercesaid.

The position of ¢ity forester-
would return to Omaha’s payroll
under the 2006 budget Mavar
Mike Fahey hasproposed.

State Forester Scott JIpsiah
praised the decision. Declining
maintenance of landscaping
projects in Omaha has prompted
his staff to piace the city toward
the Dottom of the list when hang-

“Anytime you have someone who by title
pays attention %o something, that thing
gets done.”

refired Cily Forester Phil Picree

ing o ¥ ; W free plant-
ings, he said.

Omaha hasn’t been shorted
any money, but the state is con-
cerned enough thatit sentaletter
to Fahey in fune urging the ity

Ebdon, city finance director. Be-
fore the position can become are-
ality, the City Council must vote
on the budget, scheduled to hap-
pen later this month,

(Jmaha is one of the few cities

to restore_the position of for-

of its size to not have a foresier.

&ster,

Larry Foster, head of the
Omaha parks department, said
the city has wanted to fill the va-
cancy but didn't have the money,

“Every yvear we've looked for
the ability to put it back in the
hudget,” he said. “This is an indi-
cation that the financial climate
is getting alittle bit better.”

Next vear’s budget includes
$67,500 in salary and benefits for
the forestry position, said Carol

Josiah said, and the return of the

position has the potential to

create long-term benefits.
Properly selected and main-

tained, trees improve guality of

life in a city, he said. They add
shade, beauty and wildlife habi-
tat, increase property values and
lower energy costs. A forester
also weeds out hazardous trees,
something rhat can lessen a city's
lighility, he said.

Omaha has had problems with

around, m

any say

decayed trees before. {n 1946,
1 3-vear-old Alois Holts Jr. died
after 4 decaved tree fell on him
while he was playing outdoors, A
Douglas County District Court
Jjudge found the city ilable lor the
death and awarded Alois’ family
$410,000.

Removal of dving trees ziso
will get u boost with the city’ s im-
proving financial picture. Fosier
said next year's hudger includes
an additional $90,000 to remove
trees, roughly doubling current
efforts.

The forestry position, Foster
said, also is an opportunity to
raise the level of professinnalism
the city brings to tree mainte-
nance. "This sends a message
that the city is committed o
ramping up its concern  for
trees,” he said.

Josiuh sees a certain symbod-
ism, tou. “{t's great to think that
in the Arhor Dav state, the state's
largest city will again have a for-
ester,” he said.
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- 2-22 The coalition ights hack

spokesman for
A the U.S. Army
Corps of Engi-

Terns, plovers
and sturgeons

souri, part of a long-
term effort to restore
populations of the en-

neers said dry condi- are doing dangered fish. Gov-
tions along the Mis- much better, .ernment officials and
souri River was the thank you. citizens are wrestling

main reason for a big
increase in the populations of
threatened and endangered birds.

Piping plovers were 11 percent
more numerous than a year earlier,
and the population of the interior
least tern was up 25 percent. The
plover is officially classified by the
federal government as threatened;
the ternis endangered.

Federal and state wildlife people,
operating under the Endangered
Species Act, have taken steps to
save these birds. In the case of the
plover, the steps extend far beyond
the Midlands to the Great Lakes and
the Atlantic Seaboard. One means of

protecting the birds is to keep dogs -

and vehicles away from the sandy
areas where theynest.

Another is to lower the level of riv-
ers at certain times to provide more
such nesting areas. That has been
the natural result of dry conditions
in the last year, officials said. Lower
water levels exposed more sandy
areas, away from vegetation, that
encouraged nesting and breeding.

Meanwhile, wildlife specialists
earlier set free about 5,000 young
pallid sturgeons in the Nebraska-
Missouri-Kansas portion of the Mis-
HiEe i

with the problem of
engineering a surge of water in the
Missouri next spring en the idea that
it would encourage more sturgeons
tobreed in the wild.

Pallid sturgeons, along with the
terns and plovers, have their admir-
ers among people impressed by
their struggle against extinction in
the modern world.

But their status is of more general
interest as well. These three crea-
tures make up a potent coalition that
rules a number of decisions that hu-
mans make over river management
and the disposition. The gains they
are making in their struggle, espe-
cially when the natural accident of a
dreught is part of the reason, ought
tobe widely welcomed.
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Funding 1s sought
for new water law

B Gov. Heineman says he’ll listen to all
ideas on sources of money.

Bv Davip HENDEE
WORLD-HERALDSTAFFWRITER

McCOOK, Neb. — Gov. Dave
Heineman said Tuesday that he
will listen to all options on how to
fund a year-old state law de-
signed to ensure that Nebraska
has enough water for urban and
ruraluses in coming decades.

Heineman met at the Red
Willow County Fairgrounds in
McCook with members of the
State Water Policy Task Force
who were touring the Republican
Riverbasin.

“There’s no question that fund-
ing is important,” Heineman said
in an interview. “Let’s under-
stand ali the alternatives.”

Although the Legislature ap-
proved the new water law, known
as Legislative Bill 962, in 2004, it
has not provided funding beyond
the current fiscal year. Current
funding totals about $7.5 million
annually.

members will consider options
= -

sources. Those include increas-
ing the taxing autheori

taxing authority of nati.
Elﬁrwdiﬂdﬂm a $10 per

C i s of wat
pumped d i

Dick Mercer of Kearney, a
task force member, said he was
shocked to hear-a proposal to tax
farmers on the number of acres
they irrigate.

Among the suggestions pre-
sented for the state’s share of the
@m@fr
_‘:;limmmum%_ﬁ_mt

drinks, a $5 fee on each of the
Jproperty tax records, or g per
capitaor per acre water fee,

The task force will refine the
proposals before they are pre-
sented to the Legislature in Janu-
ary.

The task force’s tour coincides
with some of the hottest weather
of the summer in southwestern
Nebraska. Grasslands and pas-
tures are tinder-dry and under a
fire watch. Thermometers regis-
tered 107 degrees Tuesday in
McCook.

The tour continues today with
stops at Medicine Creek Reser-
voir, the Cambridge diversion
dam and Harlan County Dam.

Many irrigators in the western
half of Nebraska are limited. on
how much water they can take
from rivers and wells because of
six years of drought and recent
legislative, legal and regulatory
developments,




August 10 meeting to focus on water regulanons_

Surface and groundwater users in
the Lower Platte, Loup, and Elkhorn
river basins can find out more about
possible new water regulations at a
two-hour public meeting in Fremont
on Wednesday, August 10, at 7 p.m.
atthe Fremont City Auditorium, 925
N. Broadway.

Roger Patterson, dlrector of the
Nebraska Department of Natural Re-
sources, and Dave Cookson, assis-
tant Attorney General, will be at the
meeting to provide an overview of
LB962, a major dverhaul to Ne-
braska water law that went into ef-
fectin 2004. Patterson and Cookson
will discuss the potential impacts of

LB962 and take questions from the:

public.
Water use in the Lower Platte
basin, stretching east from Colum-

bus to the mouth of the Platte Rlver
is currently under review by The
Department of Natural Resources.
If the basin is designated as “fully-
appropriated” (at the maximum level
of sustainable water development),
an integrated management plan will
be developed that will jointly regu-
late surface and groundwater users.
The department. will announce its
decision in January 2006,

Because the Lower Platie gets
two-thirds of its water from the Loup
and Elkhorn rivers, those basins also
could be affected by any new regu-
lations.

‘Surface and groundwater users in
these three basins, particuiarly irri-
gators, are urged to attend the public
meeting for moré information, The
meeting is being sponsored by the

Papio-Missouri River, Lower Platte
South and Lower Platte North Naiu-

'ral Resources Districts.

The NRDs can be contacted at:

» Papio-Missouri- River NRD,
8901 S. 154th Street, Omaha, NE
68138; (402) 444-6222;
www.papionrd.org; ‘

* Lower Platte North NRD, 511
Commercial Park Road, Wahoo, NE
68066; (402) 443-4675;
www.ipnnrd.org;.

* Lower Platte South NRD, PO

‘Box 83581, Lincoln, NE 68501;

(402) 476-2729; www Ipsard.org.

More information on LB962 is
available on the Department of Natu-
ral  Resource’s website at
www.dnr.state.ne.us or call (402)
471-2363.

oo/ .

ATTENTION

“SURFACE AND GROUND WATER USERS"”
Public Information Meeting

A review of possible water use regulations which may impact.ground and surface water
use within the Lower Platte River Basin { Columbus, Nebraska to mouth of the Platte River)
will take place at this important meeting. Surface and ground users in the Lower _Platte,
Elkhorn and Loup River basins are encouraged to attend. Possible future regulgtlons may .
be forthcoming pursuant to the implementation of Legislative Bill 962 (2004 Unicameral.)

Two-thirds of water in Lower Platte River is provided by the Loup and Elkhorn Hiver
basins, thus these two basins are included in the pubtic review of possible regulation of
ground and surface water use for the Lower Platte River Basin.

When: 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, August 10, 2005
Where: Fremont City Auditorium, 925 N. Broadway, Fremont, NE 68025

Sponsored by:.Lower Platte North, Lower Platte South, and Papio-Missouri River Natural
Resources Districts (NRDs)

For more information: NE Department of Natural Resources  402-471-2363 « www.dnr.state.ne.us
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ATTENTION

“Surface and Ground Water Users”
Public Information Meeting

A review of possible water use regulations which may impact ground and suvrfa.ce water use W'lthlll"lstl’!: Lowe;
Platte River Basin (Columbus, Nebraska to mouth of the Platte River) will take place ut this |mp0rtant. meeting. L:[" a;iﬂn
ground water users in the Lower Platte, Elkchorn und Loup River basin.s are cncouragcd_to attend, Possible future regulations
may be forthcoming pursuant to the implementalion of Legislz.ltjve Bill 962 (2004 Umcamerai).. i s these e

Two-thirds of water in Lower Platte River is provided by the Loup apd Elkhorn River basins, t usl’t es; :
basins are included in the public review of possible regulation of ground and surface water use for the Lower Platte River

basin.

When: 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, August 10, 20035

Where: Fremont City Auditorium, 925 N. Broadway, Fremont, NE 68_025 .

Sponsored by: Lower Platte North, Lower Platte South, and Papio-Missouri
River Natural Resources Districts (NRDs)

For more information:

NE Department of Natural Resources
402-471-2363
waw.dnr.state.ne.us

——

ATTENTION

Surface and Ground Water Users
Public Information Meeting

hin the Lower Platte River Basin {Columbus, Nebraska to mouth of the Platte River)
his important: meeting. Surface and groundwater users in the Lower Platte. Elkh

he implementation of Legislative Bill 962 (2004 Unicameral),

thus these two Basins are included in the public review of possihle regulation of gragn
water.use forthe Lower Platte River basin. P
" When: Z00p.m Weanesday, August 10 2005
Where: Fremont City Audiitorium, 825 M. Broadway. Fremont NE 85025
Sponsared by: /ower Piarte North, Lower Platte Souh, and Fapiohdiss
Hiver Natural Resources Lisincts (NRDs)

For more information: NE Department of Natural Resources
402-471-2362  or www.dnr.state ne s

A review of possible water use regutations which may impact greund and surface water use

will take place
orn and Loup

iver basins are encouraged to attend. Possible future regulations may be forthcoming purswant to

Two-thirds of water in Lower Platte River is previded by tha Loup and Elkhorn";ﬁiver basins,

o and sur:f_ace
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“SURFACE AND

Public Information Meeting
A review of possible water use regulations which ma

water use within the

the Platte River} will take place at this importan
in the Lower Platte, Elkhorn and Loup River ha,
Possible futurg requlations may be forthcoming
Legislative Bilt 962 (2004 Unicameral‘.)

ITwo-thirds of water in Lower Platte River is
River basins, thus these two basins are inclyd

regulation of ground and

When: 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, August 10, 2005
Where: Fremant City Auditorium, 925 N Bro
Sponsored by: Lower Platte North, Lower Platt
Natural Resources Districts (NRDs)

F

surface water uge for the Lower Platte River Basin,

Or more information: NE Department of Natyra HResources » 402-471-2363
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