Agenda Item: 12,

MEMORANDUM

TO THE BOARD:

SUBJECT:  General Manager Report

DATE: December 7, 2007
FROM: John Winkler, General Manager
A. INFORMATION/EDUCATION REPORT: A copy of the I&E Report detailing

Information and Education activities for the month of November, 2007, is attached for your
review,

MISCELLANEOUS/PERSONNEL ITEMS:

1.  P-MRNRD employee Adam Weimer has been selected to fill the position of Water
Supply Operator for the Washington County Rural Water Systems 1 and 2. He will be
working out of the Blair Field Office and will assume his new duties in late December.
Adam previously served as the District’s Surveyor. We are in the process of filling that
position.

REPORT ON_PURCHASES — CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES, PERSONAL PROPERTY: Pursuant to Board direction, attached is a report
indicating construction services, professional services and personal property purchases for the
month of November, 2007. Please review this report and contact me if you have any
questions.

CURRENT AND ON-GOING PROJECTS — P-MRNRD LEGAL COUNSEL: Attached
is a copy of the current and on-going projects for District Legal Counsel, Paul Peters, as of
November 13, 2007. I would ask each Director to review this listing. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me.

PAPILLION CREEK WATERSHED PARTNERSHIP REPORT: Attached is the
Papillion Creek Watershed Partnership Monthly Update for November, 2007. Please review
and if you have any questions, contact me. The next Partnership meeting will be held on
December 20, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. at the NRC.

SADDLE CREEK ROAD RELOCATION STUDY: An information meeting was held on
November 14, 2007 to inform the public of the findings of the Saddle Creek Road Relocation
Feasibility Study. The purpose of the study was to investigate alternates to the current
alignment of Saddle Creek Road. The study was sponsored by the City of Omaha and the
University of Nebraska Medical Center. A copy of the information distributed at the meeting
is attached.



G. TERN AND PLOVER CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIP: As you are aware, the
District is a member of the Term and Plover Conservation Partnership. I have attached a copy
of the Partnership’s newsletter, “As the Plover Terns,” for your review and information.

H. STEVE CHICK, NRCS STATE CONSERVATIONIST, INSPECTS PAPILLION
CREEK WATERSHED SITES S-27, 31 AND 32: On November 27‘1’, NRCS State
Conservationist Steve Chick visited the watershed rehabilitation construction site for Papillion
Creek watershed dams 27, 31 and 32. The dams are located 2 miles south of Highway 370
and west of 36™ Street near Papillion. The three dams were built as a result of a flood in 1964
that damaged cropland, pastureland, roads, railroads, bridges and utilities lines. Due to the
urban growth that has occurred downstream these three dams have been reclassified as high
hazard dams requiring the rehab of these structures. The NRCS Watershed Rehabilitation
Program is being utilized to rehab and extend the lifespan of these structures. A copy of an
article that appeared in the Friday Message, written by Steve Chick, is attached.

1.  NEWS CLIPS:

v" November 4, 2007, Grand Island Independent article — Private-sector effort helping to
restore Platte River

v" November 9, 2007, Omaha World Herald article — Papio-Missouri NRD will fight Platte
restrictions. The board votes 6-5 to join other groups challenging curbs on future water
uses in eastern Nebraska.

v November 11, 2007, Omaha World Herald article -- Bicycle maps

v" November 14, 2007, Omaha World Herald — Robert Nelson column — Don’t use voodoo
spell to kill messenger

v" November 14, 2007, Lincoln Journal Star editorial — A spectacular success for the Platte
River

v" November 16, 2007, Lincoln Journal Star editorial — Independent stance wise on Platte
River study

v November 19, 2007, Lincoln Journal Star article - $50 million for dry city. NRD lays
out the cost of correcting the flood threat along Dead Man’s Run.

v November 21, 2007, Omaha World Herald editorial — A liquid reality. The lower Platte
will soon be fully tapped. A legal fight over timing won’t alter it.

¥" November 26, 2007, Lincoln Journal Star editorial — Local View: Platte River coalition
benefits state, written by Dean Edson

v" November 27, 2007, Lincoln Journal Star article — Talks on Lower Platte solutions will
go forward

v" November 27, 2007, Lincoln Journal Star article — Lower Platte South NRD working on
disaster plan

v" November 27, 2007, Lincoln Journal Star article — Side to talk about water use.
Proponents of saving water for endangered species will meet with those who want it for
development

v November 27, 2007, Douglas County Post-Gazette article — New floodplain maps
available at open house

v" November 28, 2007, Omaha World Herald article ~ Platte River maxed out, state says

v' November 28, 2007, Lincoln Journal Star article — Lower Platte talks will move
forward. Groups will meet again Jan. 10 on balancing issues of habitat and water
development



v" December 3, 2007, Omaha World Herald article ~ Update of flood plain will affect
hundreds. Owners of homes that have been added may have to buy flood insurance but
could cut their costs if they act promptly.

v" December 4, 2007, Lincoln Journal Star article — Parts of Platte River targeted in water
study

v December 4, 2007, Lincoln Journal Star article — Farm Bureau looking for water
alternatives

v" December 6, 2007, Bellevue Leader article — Open house aims to inform residents about

new floodplain

December 6, 2007, Papillion Times article — Will you need flood insurance?

December 8, 2007, Omaha World Herald article — New floodplain maps to be costly for

some

NN

J.  CONSIDERATION OF ADDITIONAL HOLIDAY (Monday December 24, 2007) FOR
P-MRNRD EMPILOYEES: The P-MRNRD office has been notified that President Bush has
signed an executive order declaring Monday, December 24" 4 holiday for federal employees.
A similar situation occurred in previous years, most recently 2001, and; the Board of Directors
designated it as a holiday for P-MRNRD employees.

It is the GM’s recommendation that Monday, December 24, 2007, be
designated as a holiday for P-MRNRD employees.

/pt/Winkler/GM Reponts/2007/December



November 2007

Information & Education Report

Information
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Continued design of Chalco and Prairie View Rec Area signs.

Continued work on SPECTRUM and e-mail version of SPECTRUM possibilities
Photo files organization.

Updated NRD web site pages and added P-MRNRD info to NARD web site.
PCWP meetings and Forum planning

Gave presentation to “Leadership Sarpy County” group

Assisted in planning for FEMA Floodmaps meeting, invitations and media
contacts.

Finalized Yellow Pages advertising

Education
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Presented GPS program to Westside Middle School

Presented Enviroscape to all 3" graders at Trinity Christian School
Attended Water Works planning meeting

Met with adopt a school to plan programming for 2008

Met to discuss Education coverage in Winter Spectrum

Worked with Millard South group on a Park Clean up

Presented Carrying Capacity program to Millard South Group
Trained 11 preservice teachers at Creighton University in Project WET and Project
Learning Tree

Continued working on National Curriculum Writing Project
Updated LRIP cover

Started planning for LEP state coordinators meeting in January
Continued working on Outdoor Classroom Grant promotion
Continued working on Education Assistant Position Job Description



00°000°C% e dwy 1opuag | aa1330 P [[IUHEA 18 SourUajutetl 10aload - jeluey Iojoui], soueuAURlA 198fo1d | zo/0E/1T
00°056°61% S3IBID0SSY UOSSI() S22IAJDS "ISUDD) pUR USISa(] YURH PUBIAM 221D JOA[IS Supueg uolleEuIA PUBDDM LOILLL
00°L66°619 U] ‘Sunseursug YAH §901A19g SuLIAUISUY SNOSURI[DOSIIA SquL p Yearp uonpded | romrin
00°059°v§ "oU] ‘191§ swelfIM-oNelq | -dinba Aaray yum Suissols Usum e uo pasn sazefd [a91g snueudUIRiN 100[01g LO/SITT
180D Aveduio) yse ], / wajg AMBN e
SREILIRD |
LO0T “IDQUIDAON

Aprodoad 18108194 “SIDIAIIG [BUOISSIJOIJ ‘SIIIAIDG UOIIMLIISUO))

saseRIng uQ 30dayg




Updated: November 13, 2007
Project Managers Meeting

PAPIO-MISSOURI RIVER
NATURAL
\ RESOURCES
DISTRICT

8901 5. 154¢th Street
QOmahe, NE 68138-3621
402-344-6222

. papionrd.arg

Current and On-Going Projects

P-MRNRD Legal Counsel

@ = Top Priority
F = Future Work — No Assignment
N = New Assignment
O = Others Handling
W =Work in Progress
P = PFP’s Portion Completed
e Little Papio: (Cleveland)
@ Land transfer agreement w/Douglas County (W)
e Big Papio : (Cleveland)
e West Branch (Cleveland):
0 Land Exchange with Sarpy Co. (96" St.) (P)

e Western Sarpy Dike (Cleveland):

O Bundy and others ROW preparation (potentially modify ROW/offer) (N)
O Amended drainage ditch easements on Hickey (First National Property) (P)

@ Hansen ROW Condemnation settlement (W)
& Glasshoff levee easement (W)

¢ Floodway Purchase Program (Woodward):

O Floodway Property purchase agreements as needed (F)
O King Lake closing (W)

o Trail Projects (Bowen):

& Mopac Trail (Hwy 50 to Lied Bridge) —~Educational Land & Funds condemnation; closings

W)

e Missouri River Corridor Project (Becic):

& Missouri River Trail — Qwest Relocation Payment (P)



o USDA P.L. 566 Projects, Silver Creek and Pigeon/Jones Watershed (Puls/Cleveland):

O Pigeon/Jones Creek Site Easements — as needed (F)

& Silver Creek Site Easements— as needed (Site #11 and #9 ROW) (W)
O Release of Site S-7 Easement (W)

& S-31 — Handle Moore condemnation (W)

e Papio Watershed Dam Sites (Woodward/Petermann}):

© Amend Omaha/Elkhorn Agreement for DS-13 (W)

e Papio Creek Watershed Partnership (Stormwater) (Woodward):

¢ Rural Water Projects: (Sklenar)

o Elkhorn River Public Access Sites (Sklenar):

e Other:

© Kennard Wastewater Interlocal Agreement (Woodward) (P)
O Ft. Calhoun Wastewater Agreement (Bowen) (N)
& Dakota County FP Mapping contract with PBS&J (Woodward) (N)

/ptipeters/project//2007 - November



MONTHLY UPDATE

NOVEMBER 2007 i

The Partnership held Communication Team
meetings on November 16 and November 29th,
2007 to discuss the public outreach program and
plans for future public forums. In addition, a
Partnership meeting was held on November 15,
2007. Full meeting minutes and other materials
are updated regularly on the Partnership’s new

website: www.papiopartnership.org.

Stage 1V Watershed Evaluation
HDR presented an update on the hydrologic and

hydraulic analysis and explained how Low
Impact Development (LID) would be
incorporated in to the calculations. The LID
template and assumptions were discussed. The
schedule for the project has been revised:

DECEMBER

- Finalize results for modeling scenarios
including exiting conditions, future
conditions, LID, and regional detention

JANUARY 2008

- Review results and prepare remaining
public education materials.

- Plan for Public Forums in February.

FEBRUARY

- Hold 5 Public Forums at various locations
throughout the watershed to inform and
receive input on watershed planning.

MARCH

- Hold 2 Public Forums at several locations
throughout the watershed to inform and
receive input on watershed planning.

- Review public input.

APRIL

- Review public input and prepare final
watershed scenario as recommended by the
Partnership.

Public Outreach and Involvement

Partnership members are taking a more active
role to reach out to the public. A list of civic
organizations and homeowners group is being
updated for the watershed and a flyer will be
sent to these groups inquiring if they would like

™ Pepllfien Greelk

@ www.papicpartnership.org

a partnership member to come speak to their
group. Flyers will be mailed in early December.

Members of the Partnership are also meeting
with public officials to make sure they are aware
of the upcoming public forums aimed at
completing a comprehensive watershed plan.

IMS has completed the Stage I'V fact sheets and
boards. They will be working with the
Partnership to help coordinate plans for the
public forums in February and March 2008.

Remember, the ultimate goals of this public

involvement process are to:

1. Explain the urgency and need for a
watershed plan. Recent public opinion
surveys show that a large majority feel water
quality and flood prevention are “very
important™.

2. Receive public input on potential
stormwater solutions based on Stage IV
Study preliminary results

3. Result in a comprehensive watershed plan
that is 1) technically proven to improve
water quality and reduce flooding 2)
publically acceptable and 3) economical

Preliminary West Papillion Creek Floodplain
Maps Update

The public Open House was held on December
6, 2007 at the Papio Missouri NRD office. The
event was a success with over 120 people
attending. Thanks to all the partnership
members who helped out!

The next Partnership meeting will be held on
December 29" at 10:00 AM at the Papio
Missouri NRD office. The featured speaker will
be Pat O’Brien with the Nebraska Department
of Environmental Quality. He will present the
results of the Papillion Creek Total Maximum
Daily Load (TMDL) study.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!



Public Information Meeting November 14, 2007
Saddle Creek Road Relocation Feasibility Study

e T oy s &1 wiin s |46 The City of Omaha and the University of Nebraska Medical

B = fi Center (UNMC) are studying potential improvements to Saddle
Creek Road between Leavenworth Street and Cuming Street.
For purposes of evaluating the potential impacts of the im-
provements, a larger Study Area has been defined. The Study
Area is generally bounded by Cuming Street on the north,
Center Street on the south, 42nd Street on the east and 52nd
Street on the west.

What is the purpose of the study?

The purpose of the study is to investigate alternatives to the
current alignment of Saddle Creek Road as recommended in
the 2004 Destination Midtown Study. Destination Midtown
was one of the largest and most proactive planning studies in
the history of Omaha. This effort established an overall vi-
sion for the midtown area through a series of public meetings,
workshops and design charrettes attended by well over 800
people. The recommendations from the Destination Midtown
Study were adopted into the City of Omaha’s Master Plan in
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Why are improvements needed?
The proposed improvements address the following needs in the study area:
*  Improved transportation system that provides safe, reliable and efficient movement of vehicles and pedestrians to and through

the study area
>  Reduced roadway flooding of Saddle Creek Road.

What are the other potential benefits of the improvements?
Other potential benefits of the improvements include:

*  Opportunities for residential and commercial development

*  More contiguous property to support future expansion of UNMC campus

What improvements were considered during the study?

Many options were considered in the study, including various alignments for Saddle Creek Road. Many of these alignments were
found to impact neighborhoods too greatly or were not feasible for engineering reasons. Several options for the intersection of
Dodge Street and Saddle Creek Road were also considered, including an at-grade intersection, a grade-separated interchange

and an indirect interchange. Various alternatives for improving the flooding situation were considered as well. The alternatives
presented tonight represent the improvements best suited to meet needs of the study area.

What alternatives are being presented tonight?

Three alternatives are being presented at tonight’s public meeting. They include:
* No Build Alternative (Do Nothing)

* Rebuild on Existing (Offset) Alignment

*  Rebuild on New Alignment

Nefiiaska G2 Saddle (reek Road Relocation Study

Medical Center
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What is included in the alternatives?

The features of the three alternatives are summarized in the table below. The No-Build alternative is also sometimes called the
Do Nothing alternative. It serves as the baseline to compare the features and performance of the other two alternatives and is
required as part of the environmental study that will follow the current study. With this alternative there would be no improve-

ments constructed in the study area.

Rebuild on | Rebuild on

Existing New
Feature No-Build | Alignment | Alignment

Flood Control v v
Green Space / Trail v v
Improved Traffic Flow \/ \/
Improved Pedestrian Safety v v
Catalyst for Redevelopment \/ \/
Expanded UNMC Campus v

The two “Rebuild” alternatives include the following common features:

» A drainage swale for conveying stormwater through the study area between Davenport Street and Leavenworth Street. The
swale would be located on the current alignment of Saddle Creek Road and convey the runoff from storms that the existing
storm sewer cannot accommodate. Detention areas for storing stormwater are also included.

»  An aftractive green space with an opportunity for a recreational trail through the study area with possible connections to other

trails within the Omaha area.
»  Areconstructed Saddle Creek Road. The new Saddle Creek Road would have a wider median, wider sidewalks and the po-

tential for on-street parking and bicycle lanes.
»  An indirect interchange at Dodge Street and Saddle Creek Road. Dodge Street and Saddle Creek Road would be grade
separated as they are today. Access between the two sireets would occur via other roadways such as 44th Street, 46th Street,

Davenport Street, Douglas Street and Farnam Street.
* A new Dodge Street bridge would span both the drainage swale and the new Saddle Creek Road. Other bridges over the

swale would be provided at Douglas Street, Farnam Street and Emile Sireet.

What is the difference between the two “Rebuild” alternatives?

Both “Rebuild™ alternatives address flooding issues, provide a green space and trail, improve traffic flow, improve pedestrian
safety, and could serve as a catalyst for community redevelopment. The Rebuild on Existing Alignment alternative would move
Saddle Creek Road to a location immediately west of and parallel to the swale. The Rebuild on New Alignment alternative would
move Saddle Creek Road farther to the west than the Rebuild on Existing Alignment aiternative and thus provide the opportunity
for an expanded contiguous campus for UNMC.

What is the schedule for the project?

The current study represents the first step in the overall timeline for the project. The focus of this effort has been on the feasibil-
ity of study alternatives. The next step will be an environmental study that will look more closely at the potential environmental
impacts of the alternatives and identify a preferred alternative. This effort will occur in 2008. Preliminary and final design are
anticipated in 2008-2009. If funding is identified, right-of~-way acquisition and construction would likely begin in 2010.

Saddle Creck Road Relocation Study




Swéle. Reﬁdering

Proposed Saddle Creek Road Cross Section

Dodge Street Bridge Rendering

Nebiaska

Medical Center

How much will the project cost?
The estimated cost of the project is summarized below.

Rebuild on | Rebuild on
Existing New
Cost Alignment | Alignment
Construction ($Millions) 18 19
Right-of Way & Relocation |
($Millions) 1720 ) 21-24
Potential Redevelopment
Investment ($Millions) 250-350

How will improvements be paid for?

Federal funds were used to fund the current study and the
environmental study that will follow. More federal funds are
anticipated this year that would fund preliminary and final de-
sign activities. Funding has not been identified for right-of-way
acquisition and construction. Funding options include federal
funds and possibly public-private partnerships. The project
could be constructed in phases as funding becomes available.

What are the conclasions and recommendations of
the Feasibility Study?

»  The project has merit.

» The project is feasible.

»  All 3 alternatives should be evaluated further as part of the
environmental study.

»  Public input is needed.

We want your input!

Completing a comment form is the best way to ensure that

your comments are recorded and available to us during the
remainder of this study and during future project phases. You
can e-mail us at saddlecreek@hdrinc.com or visit a project
information page that is linked to the Destination Midtown
website (www.destinationmidtown.org/saddlecreek) and the
City of Omaha website (www.ci.omaha.ne.us). There will also
be additional public meetings and opportunities for public input
during subsequent phases of the study. If you have questions or
would like additional information regarding the Saddle Creek
Road Relocation Feasibility Study, please contact Leanne
Ziettlow of HDR Engineering at (402) 926-7186.

Thank you for attending tonight’s meeting
and for providing your input!

addle Creek Road Relocation Study



Fall 2007

Tern and Plover Conservation Parinership

Conservation. Sensible Solutions.

A Newsletter by and for our Volunteers and Pariners
Changing of the Seasons—Fall is Here!

Greetings!

Signs of Fall are every-
where—from the col-
orful and falling leaves
to the crisp blue skies
and the skeins of snow
geese flying south as
fast as their wings can
carry them.

Partnership staff had a
busy summer! Some
of our outreach activi-
ties included: Sensory
Safari at the Lincoln
Children’s Zoo {for the
visually impaired),
World’s Largest Out-
door Classroom at the
State Fair, and a booth

at the Lower Platte
River Corridor Alli-
ance Water Quality
Open golf tournament.

The Tern and Plover
Conservation Partner-
ship celebrated the
ending of the field sea-
son and beginning of
Fall with their Annual
Appreciation Picnic
and Awards. See pages
I and 2 for details.

Fall is also a time for
cleaning, and as you'll
see on page 3, the
UNL Wildlife Club
helped with the dusty

Picnie on the Prairie

task of cleaning and
organizing our ware-
house.

On page 2 is an intro-
duction to our newest
member, Mary
Bomberger Brown, and
get reacquainted with a
past technician, Kari
Andresen, on page 3.

Watch for our new
and improved web
page—it’s coming
soon! Same address,
new look. http://
ternandplover.unl.edu
See you in the Spring!
Chris Thody—Editor

Saturday, September 22nd was the
date of our eighth annual Appre-
ciation Picnic. The picnic is the
culmination of our field season,
and it’s our way of giving back
just a little for all the hard work
and effort our volunteers and part-
ners have contributed.

Audubon Nebraska’s beautiful
Spring Creek Prairie was the set-
ting for the picnic. The weather
was superb, the food was plentiful,
and the accommodations were
first-rate.

This year the annual gathering gave
us an excuse to show off our new
logo, designed by Sarah Rehme.
And this logo was edible! Thanks,
Sarah, for the delicious design.

Our picnic is also a time to honor
those people who have gone above
and beyond what has been asked of
them. We have a fantastic group of
individuals that give their time and
expertise to our program. See the
Annual Awards article on page 2.

A special thank you goes out to
George Rezac for being our official
photographer for this event.

Special points of
interest:

& Annaal Awards An-
noaneed,

& New Program Coordi-
sator Mary Bomber-
ger Brown leaps into
position,

& See what former
Technicizs Kari An-
dreses hag been do-
ing.

s URL Wildlife Club
helps clean up a very
messy warehouse.

2 Consider a danation
1z the Tern and Plover
Conservation Exeel-
fence Fund, Details
included inside.




As the Plover Terns

Annual Awards

All who participate in the
Tern and Plover Conserva-
tion Partnership are win-
ners. Each individual has a
unique contribution to
make. We appreciate every
single minute each volun-
teer is able to afford to help
us reach our goal—
increasing the number of
least terns and piping plov-
ers, and someday to see
them off the endangered
species list.

Diane Prait

There are a few individuals
we would like to give spe-
cial thanks to. These indi-
viduals have gone above and
beyond what has been asked
of them, and our Partnership
is extremely grateful for
their extra effort.

Diane Pratt, a 6-year volun-
teer, logged 37.75 hours and
received the “Golden Bin-
ocular Award” for the most
hours volunteered this year.

Coordinator’s Corner

First, let me introduce my-
self, My name is Mary
Bomberger Brown and I am
the new Program Coordina-
tor. 1 joined the Parmership
this summer, on July 9.

I am a native Nebraskan,
growing up and going to
school in Lincoln, including
the University of Nebraska.
Life has taken me to univer-
sity positions in New Jersey,
Connecticut and most re-
cently, Oklahoma. Despite
living all across the country,
I’ve maintained a close con-
nection to the state, so Ne-
braska really is my home.
Every summer since 1982, I
was part of a large research
project studying CIiff Swal-
lows, Petrochelidon pyrrho-
nota, in western Nebraska.
We were based at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska’s Cedar
Point Biological Station
(CPBS) near Ogallala. Biol-
OgY SUMINer Courses are
taught at CPBS, so if you are
interested in learning biol-

Mary with volunteer Ruth Eig-
sti at the Appreciation Picnic,

Remaving old mylar from fi-

ogy the “right way”, mean-
berglass poles during shop ing out of doors, keep CPBS
cleaning, in mind (cpbs2@unl.edu).

My attentions were focused
on Cliff Swallows during
those years, but T spent a lot
of time simply watching
terns and plovers live their
lives. Over those 25 vears,
we learned a lot about Cliff
Swallows and the natural
history of Nebraska. With-
out doubt, the two most im-
portant things we learned are
what a remarkable place
Nebraska is and what re-
markable people live here.
We are fortunate to five in
this part of the world. After
the summer was over and [
was back in the city, sitting
at my desk, I'd often think
of the wide expanse of clear,
blue sky during the day and
the bright, crisp stars at
night. Truly, ‘there is no
place like Nebraska’, Those
memories and & desire to
help conserve and maintain
a Nebraska for everyone are
what brought me to the Part-
nership.

Thanks to Renae Held, our
former Program Coordina-
tor, for all she did for the
Partnership. She left us with

Additionally, Diane put in
another 121.5 hours as a
volunteer technician, a new
position created this year.

Elliott Bedows, a 2-year
volunteer, logged 27.5
hours and received the
“Silver Binocular Award”
for the second most hours
volunteered this year.

Congraiulations, Diane and
Eltioit!

a healthy, vibrant program
and Nebraska with a lot
more terns and plovers. We
all wish Renae good luck in
her new position with the
New Mexico Game and
Parks Department’s Threat-
ened and Endangered Spe-
cies program.

By working together, as
Partners, we can accomplish
great things. Join us by con-
tributing your time, energy
and enthusiasm to the Part-
nership. We could not do
what we do without our vol-
unteers. Thank you for your
tireless work and commit-
ment!

Please consider a financial
contribution to our efforts
with a donation to the Tern
and Plover Conservation
Excellence Fund (#10234),
through the University of
Nebraska Foundation
(www.nufoundation.org).
The terns and plovers will be
very grateful for your help.

More later, Mary
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Keeping in Touch

I have to admit I was a bit
unsure of what was in store
for me when T was offered a
position as a Conservation
Technician for the Tern and
Plover Conservation Partner-
ship. This was my first
“wildlife job™ as a fresh
graduate of the University of
Nebraska with a BS in Natu-
ral Resources and one of only
a handful of women who had
majored in Fisheries and
Wildlife. I would be conduct-
ing intensive field work,
studying these “little shore-
birds” (terns and plovers) |
had only read about, By the
end of the summer, | was
definitely sun burned from
longs days on the sand pits,
but I felt like an expert, 1
knew the calls of each bird,
how to spot a camouflaged
nest in the sand through a
spotting scope, how to age an

egg and a chick, and even how
to drive an airboat (even if it
was only for a few minutes)!
My passion for ALL bird spe-
cies was ignited and [ wanted
to learn everything I could and
I was hucky enough to have
had the best teachers: Renae
Held, former TPCP Coordina-
tor and John Dinan, former
Non-game Bird Program Man-
ager at the Nebraska Game
and Parks Commission. Both
were positive, challenging
educators that taught me what
I would like to emulate as a
supervisor. I was also fortu-
nate to have a fantastic co-
worker, Sam*, who was just as
eager to learn as me and taught
me a lot as well. My position
as a Conservation Technician
encouraged values and skills
that [ use everyday throughout
my career as a Bird Biologist
and more recently as an Envi-

Kari Andresen

ronmental Scientist. A posi-
tion with the Tern and Plover
Conservation Partnership as a
Conservation Technician
turned ouf to be one of my
most rewarding work and
personal experiences and
opened a door to & successiul
career in the matural sciences.

I continue my career working
as an Environmental Scientist
for a consulting and engineer-
ing firm in Kansas City, MO.
My position lets me be on the
front lines of environmental
protection, as I aid in provid-
ing environmentally con-
scious solutions for engineer-
ing projects of all sizes, 1
will also begin a Master pro-
gram in Ecology at the Uni-
versity of Kansas in January.

*Sam (Wilson) is currently the Non-
game Mammal and Furbearer Pro-
gram Manager at Nebraska Game
and Parks Commission.

UNL Wildlife Club Helps with Cleanup

It’s amazing what the promise of homemade
cookies can do. Six sturdy UNL Wildlife Club
students donned their gloves and pitched in to
help clean up years of accumulated equipment
and stuff in our warehouse.

The Tern and Plover Conservation Partnership
was able to make a small donation to the Wild-
life Club general fund in thanks for their ef-
forts.

As you can see from the pictures on the right,
this was no small task. The before picture was
actually shown to the Club during one of their
meetings and they still offered to help!

Thanks to the acrobatics and strong muscles of
these willing students, we got a jump start on
next season and know what we have and what

we may need to acquire in the coming
months.

Thanks to all the students that helped, and a
special thanks to Jason and Lars, who showed
up both evenings and did an excellent job of
organizing and inventorying.

Left toright: Angie, Jason, Lars, Ted, Colleen,
Aaron

Kari Andresen, Conserva-
tion Technician, 2003

before

after



Featured Colonies

The Partnership monitored terns and
plovers at two unusual sites this year.
The birds chose to nest at a lakeshore
housing development and on the top of
a huge manmade sand pile. They suc-
cessfully hatched and fledged young at
both sites,

Legacy

Legacy Resources, LLC, previously
associated with Harwest Industrial
Minerals Corp, recently began re-
claiming sand and gravel from the
Loup Public Power District (LPPD)
sand pile near the Genoa, NE Head-
works facility. The 315 acre sand pile
is the accumulated material from over
70 years of dredging and maintaining
the Loup Canal. When LPPD dredges
the canal, the outflow sand from the
slurry pipes makes great tern and
plover nesting habitat. That wide ex-
panse of sand must look like a terrific
sandbar to the birds. With the coopera-
tion of Legacy, Harwest, and LPPD,
we monitored least tern and piping
plover nests. Both species began lay-
ing eggs on approximately 20 May

and eggs began hatching around 15
June. Nearly all fledglings were inde-
pendent of their parents by 8 August
and no birds of either species were
seen after 13 August. It appears that
migrating least terns used this site in
2007. In this species, post-breeding
adults, non-breeding adults, and inde-
pendent fledglings form pre-migratory
loafing flocks in preparation for their
migration to the Gulf of Mexico. This
facility, with the pond, broad expanse
of sand and proximity to the Loup
Canal and River is important to terns
for more than just nesting activity.
There is no definitive evidence that
migrating plovers used the facility.
We appreciate all the assistance and
support we received from Legacy,
Harwest and LPPD personnel.

Riverview Shores

As sand and gravel mines age and are
taken out of production, the sand pit
lakes left behind are attractive to real
estate developers for conversion into
sandy beach housing communities.
One such community supported a

Satellite view of Loup Diversion Canal—2003
Courtesy of Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

As the Plover Terns

colony of least terns, piping plov-
ers and killdeer. We are grateful to
the homeowner’s association, the
real estate developers and contrac-
tors for their help and cooperation
during the 2007 nesting season.

There were essentially no high
elevation sandbars in the Platte
River for the birds to nest on this
year. High water levels kept nearly
all of the potential sandbars cov-
ered. Terns and plovers will only
build their nests on dry sand, which
is only found on high elevation
sandbars, The sandbars that were
available were too wet for the birds
to use. They cannot successfully
incubate a clutch of eggs or rear a
brood of chicks in a soggy nest. As
a result of the high water and lack
of high elevation sandbars, the
birds were forced to depend on
manmade sites for nesting. Sand
and gravel mines and sandy beach
housing developments provided
this habitat for the birds.

Aerial view of Riverview shores
Courtesy of Riverview shores
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KResearch

We are planning a full sum-
mer of least tern and piping
plover research in 2008, in
addition fo our continued
monitoring and management
program. Two recent Tern
and Plover Conservation
Partnership research publica-
tions are:

Marcus, Jeffrey F., John .

L. Lackey 2007. Directing nest
site selection of least terns and
piping plovers. Waterbirds 30
{2): 251-258.

Thody, Christine M., Renae I.
Held, Ron J. Johnson, and
Jeffrey F. Marcus in review.
Grassroots conservation: vol-
unteers contribute to projects
and foster a supportive public.

Marcus et al discusses the use
of our attractant-deterrent
techniques to direct nesting
birds away from potentially
problematic areas to safer
ones. Thody etal discusses
the contribution of volunteers
to conservation programs,
Volunteers who work with
and appreciate the TPCP mis-
sion hecome a supportive,

Dinan, Ron J. Johnson, Erin
E. Blankenship, and Jeanine

Least Terns, Piping Plovers and the Lewis and Clark Expedition

The 1804-1806 expedition lead by Captain
Meriwether Lewis and Lieutenant William
Clark encountered many least terns and piping
plovers on their epic journey across the conti-
nent. There are entries about both species in the
expedition journals.

They observed least terns nesting on sandbars
in the Missouri River on 5 August 1804 when
they were encamped near what is now Burt
County, Nebraska, Meriwether Lewis wrote:

“I have frequently observed an aquatic bird
(Sterna antillarum) in the cours of ascending
this river but have never been able to procure
one before today, this day I was so fortunate as
to kill two of them, they are here more plenty
than on the river below, they lay their eggs on
the sand bars without shelter or nest, and pro-
duce their young from the 15" to the last of
June, the young ones of which we caught sev-
eral are covered with down of a yellowish
white colour and on the back some small
specks of a dark brown. They bear a great re-
semblance to the young quale of ten days oald,
and appear like them to be able to runabout and

Journal of Extension.

valuable voice for grassroots,
common-sense conservation.

Top: Deterrent mylar flugging.
Left: Piping plaver

Right: Least tern

Bottont: Volunteers at
Schuyler

peck their food as soon as they are hatched. this
bird, lives on small fish, worms and bugs which
it takes on the virge of the water, It is seldom
seen fo light on trees an(d) qu(i)ie as seldom do
they lite in the water and swim tho’ the foot
would indicate that they did, it’s being
webbed” (from Mouklton, G. E. 1987 The Jour-
nals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. Vol. 2:
August 30, 1803—August 24, 1804, University
of Nebraska Press, Lincoln, NE; spelling,
grammar and punctuation as written in the jour-
nals).

Despite the fact that Lewis and Clark provided
a detailed description of least terns, they were
not identified as a separate species until 40
years later, in 1847.

Lewis and Clark found piping plovers as far
north as the Little Sioux River, near what are
now Burt and Washington counties in Ne-
braska. They referred to them as “small kildee”
in their journals, The 1804 Lewis and Clark
sighting and description of piping plovers pre-
dated their 1823 identification as a species by
nearly 20 years.
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Outreach Activities

We are excited about the new and different directions our
education and outreach programs are taking.

MNew Webpage Desion

The TPCP web page is undergoing a major renova-
tion. We are still at <ternandplover.unl.edu>, but, please be
patient with us, this is a “work in progress”. We plan to un-
veil the redesigned webpage in January 2008. We are adding
more interactive features. Video and audio clips of both spe-
cies will be available along with a montage of still photo-
graphs. We will keep you up to date on our research and out-
reach activities via an interactive blog page. Any sightings of
terns and plovers can be reported to us on an online report
form. Many of our educational programs will be available on
the web page, too. This includes programs designed for
groups that typically are not reached by conservation educa-
tion programs. We want to make practical, on-site, on-the-
job information available to real estate, construction, utility
and mine personnel. These folks are increasingly important
to us, considering the rapid development of sandy beach,
lakeshore housing developments.

Yallev Housing Development

Our efforts to prevent bird-people conflicts at resi-
dential housing developments is expanding, We recently met
with the City of Valley zoning board, mayor, city manager,
USFWS, mine personnel and representatives of Dial Devel-
opment Corp to discuss this issue. Dial is planning to convert
an ouf of production mine (previously owned by Mallard
Sand and Gravel) into a housing development in 2007-2008.
We want to work cooperatively with all these groups to in-
sure that the terns and plovers are able to nest successfully.

Pronaturg Moreste Sister Site

We have begun talks with Pronatura Noreste about
forming a sister site relationship with them, Pronatura
Noreste is a non-governmental,
non-profit organization based in
Monterrey, Nuevo Ledn, Mex-
ico. Their mission is to conserve
and protect the flora, fauna, and
ecasystems of northeastern Mex-
ico, including Tamaulipas,

Nuevo Leén, Coahuila, Chihua-
asociacidn civil hyg and San Luis Potosi. They
are recognized as a scientific and
educational organization by the National Council of Science
and Technology (CONACYT) in Mexico. CONACYT is
analogous to the National Science Foundation in the United
States. You can read more about them on their web page
<www.pronaturane.org>. Our terns and plovers migrate to
and overwinter along the Gulf of Mexico, including the

northeastern coast of Mexico. Pronatura Noreste has a pro-
gram focused on the Laguna Madre, including the large wet-
land area south of Brownsville, Texas. Terns and plovers are
only in Nebraska for 12-14 weeks, most of the year they are
migrating to or are on their wintering grounds. In order for us
to be complete and most effective, our conservation and
management programs need to include this important time of
the year, This is an opportunity for us to cooperate with con-
servation and management people in the geographic area
where our birds winter.

Curriculum Bevelopment

We are venturing into the realm of math and science
curriculum development. We recently began working with
the NIH-SEPA (National Institutes of Health-Science Educa-
tion Partnership Award) program. The program we are in-
volved with is administered by the University of Nebraska
Medical School. We are collaborating with them to develop
math and science programs for underserved schools in Ne-
braska and South Dakota, Specifically, we are working on
curricula for Native American K-16 (post-high school)
schools. Since birds are an important part of traditional Na-
tive American culture, this program is a great fit for us. By
the way, the Pawnee word for plover it fit,

Goliers Learn About Terns and Plovers

We have been involved with quite an assortment of
other activities. In September, we participated in the Water
Quality Open Golf Tournament at the Quarry Oaks Golf
Course near South Bend, NE. This educatlonal-sportmg
event aims to educate golfers :
about the Platie River and Ne-
braska’s water resources. The
Lower Platte River Corridor Alli-
ance hosts the tournament every
year. We had an information
booth at the 11™ hole tee box.
Most of the golfers hit their
drives into the rongh between
the sand trap and trees on the right side of the green, they just
didn’t believe us when we warned them that the wind was
pushing the balls into a slice. We hope that they did believe
us when we told them about the Partnership, least terns and
piping plovers,

Chris Thody and Mary Brewn

State Fair

We took our “Fill the Bill” program to the World’s
Biggest Outdoor Classroom event at the Nebraska State Fair,
This event is designed to excite elementary students about
Nebraska, biology, and our environment. We showed the
students the various ways that birds forage. They certainly
had fun pretending to be swallows, hummingbirds, terns, and
plovers. cont. page 7
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cont. firom page 6
Sensory Safari

Many people were involved with the planning and
operation of the Safari, and we were pleased to be a part of it.
We were even filmed and the video was featured on the Lin-

We spent a special day at the coln Journal Star’s web page!

Sensory Safari, hosted by the Nebraska
Safari Club and held at the Lincoln Chil- .
dren’s Zoo. The Safari is directed toward §
children who are visually impaired.
Helping children experience nature with
their other four senses is a fascinating
exercise, How do things smell? What do
they feel like? What shape and size are they? How do they
sound?

Left: Mary Brown with Jakob Solheim.
Above: Left 1o right: Mary Brown, Bryce McCuiston, Jordan Merviman

2008 Current Calendar of Events (Subject to Change)
January

Ist—New Year’s Day
21st—Martin Luther King Jr. Day
23rd—Service Learning Fair, UNL City Campus

February

2nd—Groundhog Day

14th—Valentine’s Day

18th—President’s Day

25th—Nebraska Tern and Plover Meeting; 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Hardin Hall, UNL East Campus
28th-29th—Nebraska Chapter of The Wildlife Society meeting

March

1st—Nebraska Statehood Day

9th—Daylight Savings Time begins

14th-16th—Rivers and Wildlife Celebration in Kearney. This annual celebration of Sandhill cranes, Nebraska and the Platte River is
shaping up to be quite an event. Robert Bateman and Donald Kroodsma are two of our featured speakers. Plan to attend the RWC,
500,000 Sandhill cranes is an unforgettable spectacle. Check out their website at www.nebraska.audubon.org/me-rwe.htm,

17th—5t. Patrick’s Day

23rd—Easter

April

Piping plovers start to arrive in Nebraska as early as the first week in April.
20th—Passover

22nd—Earth Day

25th—Arbor Day

Look for least terns in May.

Coming Soon!

T-shirts, hats and travel mugs adorned with least tern and piping plover illustrations by noted wildlife artist Julie Zickefoose will be
available for purchase soon. Watch our web page for details.

To see more artwork by Julie Zickefoose, go to www juliezickefoose.com

For other items available at the UUNL Maps and Publication Store, go to hitp://nebraskamaps.unl.edu/home.asp
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Healthy Families Play Outside by Mimi Wickless, Lincoln Children’s Zoo

Healthy Families Play Outside includes a year-long advertising campaign and nature safari supported by the Zoo and its
pariners, and a variety of individual activities, programs, and educational handouts created, sponsored and implemented by each of
the partners for their corresponding networks.

The Healthy Families Play Outside project has five components:
1. A city-wide advertising campaign that promotes outside active play and healthy physical activities and habits

2. A year-long, city-wide safari that involves outdoor sites, events, and activities coordinated and implemented by the Zoo and
supported by the partners

3. Several coordinated activities that are independently planned and promoted by the partners to support the advertising campaign
and the safari sites

4. A website that will provide ideas and information about healthy outside play, information about the safari sites, and a calendar
of events that support the project

5. Sales and coupons donated by local businesses that encourage outdoor activities.

The goals of the Healthy Families Play Qutside project are:

® To educate families about the importance of outdoor physical exercise and the benefits inherent in
this kind of activity

® To introduce Lincoln’s parks and outside spaces to low-income and immigrant families

® To provide an incentive for families to get outside and play in Lincoln’s parks and outside spaces

e To focus media attention on the need for active, physical, outdoor play and the resources available in Lincoln

Parfners: Nebraska Game and Parks; Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department and Pioneer Park Nature Center; Lincoln City Li-
braries, Lower Platte Natural Resource Disfrict; University of Nebraska Extension; Nebraska Center for Research on Children,
Youth, Families and Schools; Nebraska Children and Families Foundation, Nebraska Statewide Arboretum.

Partners will plan and implement individual activities, resources, and events that support the goals of the Healthy Families
Play Outside project. Each partner will participate In project meetings, distribute information about project activities through its
network, and maintain records of time and fiscal expenditures relating to the project so match can be met.

In addition to the partners, supporting entities and the services they provide include:

1} Dimensions Foundation and Groundwater Foundation - encourage network families to register to participate in the treas
ure hunt

2} UNL College of Education and Human Sciences — maintain the listserv that will provide consistent communication
among all partners and supporting entities

3) Lincoln Public Schools — allow use of school property as potential treasure chest locations

4} Lincoin/Lancaster Health Department (Jane Linsenmeyer) ~ distribute information about and encourage families to Regis
ter to participate in the treasure hunt.

The Zoo’s Role: The Lincoln Children’s Zoo will: 1) provide staff to coordinate the project and implement the city-wide, vear long
treasure hunt, and 2) act as the program’s fiscal agent.
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Health Families Play Gﬁésiéa, cont.

Evaluation: Success will be measured by:
1} The number of families that register to participate in the treasure hunt
2} The numtber of businesses and organizations that become supporting entities as the project matures
3) Attendance at partner functions
4) Media enthusiasm for the project
5) Website hits
6) Survey responses of those who register and those who finish.

Nebraska Center for Research on Children, Youth, Families and Schools will conduct the evaluation. Gwen Nugent will be
the primary evaluator for this grant. Throughout the year, the treasure hunt coordinator will gather opinions from participants and
partners and problems will be corrected as they occur.

The Healthy Families Play Outside safari will get families off the couch and take them to unstruc-
tured corners and hidden places within Lincoln thus encouraging a sense of exploration and discov-
ery. It will provide opportunities throughout the year to experience the natural environments in the
Lincoln community.

When a family registers to participate they will receive a safari duffle bag that contains: a map, a
journal/site-clue book and a package of crayons, Registrations will be taken at all public libraries, a
few schools, and at all pariner facilities.

There are 35 spots in our safari, identified in the site-clue book by a name and address. Many are
accessible by city bus — with a minimum of walking. Some are accessible from hiker biker trails,
some are right on our city streets. Families are encouraged to walk, skip, bike, roller skate, and skate-
board to these locations. All 35 sites will have a post, with an embossed symbol on it, placed some-
where on the site. These posts will be found using the clues in the safari journal. After the post is found, the participants will make a
rubbing of the symbol in their journal. In 12/35 cases, completing this rubbing entitles the family to a souvenir — something provided
by our sponsors that encourages healthy families to play outside or rewards their effort (a flashlight, a magnifying glass, a Frisbee, a
bottle of bubbles...).

In addition to the health benefits, the Healthy Families Play Outside project introduces Lincoln residents to the facilities in
the community that support and encourage outdoor activity and it provides incentive to participate for an entire vear. It is only over
time that habits are altered or created, We hope that if a family plays together outside for an entire year the activity may become a
habit and continue even after the incentive of “winning” is gone.

The program is slated to start in January, 2008, but requests for registration materials will be taken at
HE PO incolnzoo.org beginning immediately. When materials are available registration information will be sent.

A website will be created to support the safari at LincolnSafari.org. This website will contain a calendar of events for all the
partners and will be linked to all the partner websites and other sites that encourage outside play. The website www.MyYard.org is
an example of what information the LincolnSafari site will contain.




About the Partnership

Mission Statement
The Tern and Plover Conservation Partnership (Partuership) stndies and protects endangered Least Terns, threatened Piping Plovers
and other birds within the Platte River system, Nebraska, in a manner that nininiizes conflicts with private industry, and educates

and involves local commnuities in this effort.

History: The Partnership was founded in 1999 to prevent and resolve conflicts between nesting birds and sand and gravel min-
ing indusiry operations. Jeanine Lackey and Ron Johnson from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension, and John Dinan
of the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission initiated the program. The approach of the Partnership is to work with all inter-
ested parties to find sensible, proactive solutions to protecting terns, plovers, and other components of the Platte River ecosys-
tem, while ensuring that business, industry, and private interests are free to continue to operate with minimal interference,

Partnership Activities Partpership Impacts by the Numbers

- Protect colonies from predation and human disturbance 43—Number of conflicts resolved since 1999,
using electric fences, exclosure cages, and signage.

- Create strong working relationships between sand and
gravel mining companies, homeowner's associations, local
governments, conservation organizations, and the public,

- Prevent and mitigate conflicts between nesting birds and
business’ interests.

- Increase awareness and appreciation of conservation is-

60—Number of Volunteers per year.

130—The minimum number of additional pip-
ing plovers estimated to have been produced
because of Partnership management techniques.

430—The minimum number of

sues by participating in events that educate the public, busi- additional least terns estimated
ness, and government. to have been produced because of Partner-
- Involve students through our “Job Shadowing™ program, ship management techniques.

- Monitor tern and plover colonies through our community
based “Adopt-a-Colony™ volunteer program.

- Produce publications such as the poster “A Tale of Twe
Birds” and companion educator’s packet/CD, as well as
research publications, our biannual newsletier, brochures,
fact sheets, and web page. Pariners

ZERO—The number of prosecutions and fines participating
industry partners received since 1999,

Mary Bomberger Brown,
i Program Coordinator

3310 Holdrege Street
133C Hardin HalH
Lincoln, NE 68583-0931
Office: (402) 472-8878
Fax: (402) 472-3461
mbrown9 AT unl.edu

& Girl Scouts,

Whers Ginls Grow $tronge

The Nebraska
Environmental Trust

PAPIO-MIISSOURI RIVER
HATURAL

Overl an&

Chris Thody, Volunteer Coordinator . Sand & Crovel
g Cumpany
3310 Holdrege Street 7 - e =
153D Hardin Hall -
Lincoln, NE 68583-0931 UHIVERSITY FOF
Office: (402) 472-8741 NebIaSka BY vs T
Fax: {402) 472-3461 Lincoln ‘ A )))ﬁ

Email: cthody2 AT unl.edu

Partners: Arps Gravel and Concrete, Girl Scouts-Grear Plains Council, Lawer Platte South Natural Resources
District, Lyman-Richey Corportation, Mallard Sand and Gravel Company, Harwest Coerporation,, The Nebraskao
Environmental Trust, Nebraska Game and Parks Commissian, Nongame Conservation Fund, Overland Sand and Gravel
Company, Papie-Missouri River Natural Resources District, United States Fish and Wildlife Service, University of
Nebraska-Linceln, and Wesrern Sand and Gravel.

Please consider a donation to the Tern and Plover Conservation Excellence Fund. Contaet Ann Bruntz at 402-458-1176
for abruntz AT nufoundation.org for more information.
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Consider Donating to the Tern and Plover Conservation Excellence Fund

Tern & Plover Conservation Excellence Fund #10234

] Enclosed is my check for §
OVISA  DOMasterCard

payable 10 the University of Nebraska Foundation.

ODiscover  DAmerican Express

0 My matching gift form is
eaclosed, (If your emiployer or

O3 Please charpe § 0 my
Cand Nunher Exp Dt
O1/we pledge § payable over years, beginning

your spouse’s employer has a
matching gift program, your pift
could be increased! To fuarn
mare, contact your employer's
persnnnel office or use the
mutching gift campany search

{mignthf year),

Sigretare {for credin card payment or w establish a pledge)

O Give unline ar wwwenafoundation.org

under “About Giving” on our
website, wwwaufoundation.ong)

O T have already included
the Foundation in my estate

plans through my will, trust or
life insurance.

Name

Address

City State Zip Code
Email Phone

(4 Please send informadion about
making a planned gift. You may
call 1-402-438-1160 to speak with
a planned giving professional.

I e —— ———— ke o — — —— —f— —————— — W — g DA WW NP0 S PR PO SUE DU NN M M SN S N S N SN S SN S M

Since 1936, the University of Nebraska Foundation has played
a significant role in the success of the University of Nebraska.
A nonprofit, independent corporation, the University of
Nebraska Board of Regents designated the Foundation as

the primary fundraiser and manager of private gifts to the
university. The Foundation exists to raise and manage gifts to
further advance all campuses of the University of Nebraska,

University of Nebraska Foundation
1010 Lincoln Mall, Suite 300
Lincoln, NE 68508

for more information, call 402-458-1 (00 or
1-800-432-3216 or visit our website
hopdiwww.nufoundation.org

Campaign: LAGTPCIEXO7

L e b L T T T —

The University of Nebrasta Foundation is a 501{c}{3) tax-exempt organization
soficiting tax number deductible private contributions for the banefic of the
University of Nebraska. The Foundation is registered to solici charitble
contributians with the appropriate goveraing authorities in ail states requiring
registration. A copy of the eurrent financial statement is available by writing to
B.0. Box B2555, Lincoln, NE 68501-2555, by calfing (402} 458-1190 or if you
are a resident of the following states, you may obtin registration and financial
infarmation directy by contacting:

CALIFORNIA: Artorney General's web site at hetp:/icangstate.co.us/charities/

MARYLAND: For the cost of postage and captes from the Maryland Secrotary
of State, Stace House, Annapolis, MD 21401, (410} 974-5534, 1-800-825-4510.

NEW JIERSEY: Information filed with the Attorney Genersl concerning this
charitable solicitation and the percentge of contributions received by the
charity during the last reporting period that were dedicated to this charitable
purposs may be obeained from the attorney general of the state of New jersey
by calling (973) 504-6215 and is available on the internet ar hrep:ffwww.state.
njusflpsfealocpicharides.him.

NEW YORH: Office of the Attorney General, Department of Law, Charities
Bureay, 120 Brozdway, New York, NY 10271,

WASHINGTON: Sceretary of State st [-800-332-GIVE.

REGISTRATION WITH A STATE AGENCY DOES NOT
CONSTITUTE OR IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR
RECOMMENDATION BY THAT STATE.

Thank vou for your support!



1. Watershed Rehabilitation is an Important Program for Nebraska — Tuesday afternoon | visited the watershed
rehabilitation construction site for Dams 27, 31 and 32 within the Papillion Creek watershed, which is about 2 miles south
of Highway 370 and just west of 36" Street near Papillion. Flooding in the Papillion Creek Watershed in 1964 resulted in
7 people losing their lives. Those floodwaters damaged cropland, pastureland, roads, railroads, bridges and utility lines.
In the early 1900’s Papillion Creek had been straightened, which of course sped up runoff of exacerbating the damages
that would occur in the 1964 flood.

Following that flood, SCS provided watershed planning assistance to the watershed sponsor (local conservation district,
which later became the Papio-Missouri River NRD) by developing a watershed plan that resulted in the installation of 27
grade stabilization structures. Those 27 dams were originally designed to pass a 100-year storm event and had a lifespan
of 50 years. The tremendous urban growth that has occurred downstream from these dams has rightfully resulted in
reclassifying them as high hazard dams. A high hazard dam possesses the potential for loss of human life in the event of
dam failure. So, as these dams approached their original 50-year lifespan they became excellent candidates for the
NRCS Watershed Rehabilitation Program. Using the authorities of this program we contracted with HDR to design dam
rehabilitations that will allow for passage of the probable maximum precipitation storm event of 32.5 inches of rainfall in 24
hours. These dams are designed to avoid overtopping in the event of such a storm and they contain an intricate set of
seepage drains to eliminate dam piping concerns. The restored dams will extend the lifespan of each structure for 100
years.

This recent slide of Papillion Creek area shows the
urban development that has occurred downstream from
Papio Dams 27, 31 and 32. These dams are now
providing flood protection for millions of dollars of property,
which makes it extremely important to utilize the Watershed
Rehabilitation Program to rebuild these dams to meet
high hazard requirements.



NRCS Engineer Jason Sall is standing beside one section of the
36-inch diameter concrete pipe being installed in Dam 27. 185 feet
of this pipe will be buried as the principal spillway. The earthen
dam, once constructed over the pipe, will stand 54 feet tall from outlet
to top of dam. Over 6000 yards of sediment will be removed from
the original storage area to help create the 100-year storage design.
This dam is being constructed within an existing subdivision that has
grown around the watershed dams in recent years.

The team above is providing leadership for the design and
construction inspection of Site 27 dam rehabilitation. From left to
right are Cory Heitman (HDR Project Inspector), John Cambridge
(HDR Project Manager), Martin Cleveland (PMNRD), Jascn Sall

(NRCS Government Representative), Chuck Leinen (NRCS
Alternate Government Representative) and Kelly Thompson
{Contractor and owner of Thompson Construction). Again note
the close proximity of the homes fo this dam site.

2. A Few Hours in the Field with Bill Best — On my way to Omaha on Tuesday | shared a couple of chilly hours in the
field with Weeping Water Resource Conservationist Bill Best. Below is a summary of the two terrace projects we visited.
Bill shared that the Weeping Water staff (Bill, Ed Chmelka, Jeremiah Schutz and NRD Technician Cindy Spillinek) are
pushing hard to complete 88 terrace jobs this fall. They have 33 EQIP contracts with terraces scheduled for this fall plus
55 NRD cost share projects for terraces. Overall the Weeping Water office is administering 49 active EQIP contracts for
about $1.25 million. [ also want to recognize NRD Secretary Jean Ulrich, who has been an integral part of the
conservation team in Weeping Water for a long time.
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Teer, Pat

From: Cleveland, Martin

Sent: Friday, November 30, 2007 11:03 AM

To: Teer, Pat; Winkler, John; Petermann, Marlin
Subject: FW: NRCS Friday Message

November 30, 2007

Pat/lohn/Marlin:

| don't know if you typically pass on the NRCS friday message to the Board, but in this case the NRD's 5-27 project is
featured with great text and photos and it might be a good update for NRD Directors. See below article.

Martin

From: Puls, Ralph

Sent: Friday, November 30, 2007 10:25 AM

To: Winkler, John

Cc: Cleveland, Martin; Petermann, Marlin
Subject: FW: Friday Message November 30, 2007

John,
Kelly and Linda sent me Steve Chick's Friday message. The P-MRNRD/NRCS cooperation in the rehabilitation of Papio
Watershed structures is item no. 1. He included a couple of photos.

Ralph Puls

Land and Water Programs Coordinator
Papio-Missouri River NRD

8901 S. 184th Street

Omaha, NE. 68138

402-444-6222

rpuls@papionrd.org

From: Fravel, Kelly - Dakota City, NE [mailto:Kelly.Fravel@NE.nacdnet.net]
Sent: Friday, November 30, 2007 8:25 AM

To: Puls, Raiph

Subject: FW: Friday Message November 30, 2007

Ralph,

Fyi...P-MRNRD made the first paragraph under watershed rehab.

From: Chick, Steve - Lincoln, NE

Sent: Friday, November 30, 2007 8:12 AM

To: ( alan.feyerherm@mail.house.gov); ( ben_nelson@bennelson.senate.gov); ( bmore7875@aol.com); (

cacek@npnrd.org); ( churkhar@uninotes.unl.edu}; ( cburling@unicam.state.ne.us); ( chudkins@unicam.state.ne.us}; (
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clabaugh@Ibbnrd.org); ( cpnrd@cpnrd.org); ( craigh@nefb.com); ( cweaver@swnebr.net); ( dedson@nrdnet.org); (
dianewags@yahoo.com); ( dkraus@cnppid.com); ( dpreister@unicam.state.ne.us); { dschimek@unicam.state.ne.us); (
dschueth@uenrd.org); { dsmith@mrnrd.org); ( duanehovorka@alitel.net); ( ghergenr@unlinotes.unl.edu); (
gibach@agr.ne.gov); ( glenn@Ipsnrd.org); ( JEFFREY.CONNOR@MAIL.HOUSE.GOV); ( jmaddux@chase3000.com); (
john_cochnar@fws.gov); ( jthorburn@tribasinnrd.org); ( jturnbull@upperbigblue.org); ( Ibare@notes.state.ne.us); (
lchoughton@yahoo.com); { lenrd@hartel.net); ( hill@pro.state.ne.us); ( lkruse@unicam.state.ne.us); ( Innrd@nntc.net);
( mkuzila@uninotes.unl.edu); { mmassengalel@unl.edu); ( mnnrd@shwisp.com); ( nebraska@audubon.org); (
pdsmith55@aol.com); ( pengel@unicam.state.ne.us); ( perdman@unicam.state.ne.us); ( rchesley@gpcom.net); (
rjanssen@unicam.state.ne.us); { rleonard@unicam.state.ne.us); { rihorn@hamilton.net); ( robertai@sso.org); (
rraikes@unicam.state.ne.us); ( rirudell@santeedakota.org); ( sstaab@lenrd.org); ( steelechris@earthiink.net); (
susan@groundwater.org); ( tanderson@cnppid.com); ( ulnrd@nebnet.net); ( urnrd@urnrd.org); (
WW1lenkins@AQOL.com); Smith, Bav; Alicia Toczek; Anna Baum; Arlene Chick; bhnwtf@hotmail.com;
bigbyron@gpcom.net; black531@charter.net; Brandi McCaslin; butchk@nctc.net; bwickham@agr.ne.gov; C3@gpcom.net;
Suarez, Carlos - Davis, CA; chancenutter@yahoo.com; Chris Henry ; Chris Keetle; cjhiggins@inebraska.com;
coyotepp@gpcom.net; Craig Smith; Sanders, Craig - Homer, AK; craigh@nefh.org; davidendorf@hotmail.com;
davidlj@alltel.net; detay@inetnebr.com; dfilsinger@nntc.net; Dickleitschuck@aol.com; dmccabe@farmprogress.com;
Emily Munter; Erickson, John; Eugene Glock; flthomp@nppd.com; gardnerfarms@bwtelcom.net; gene_mack@fws.gov;
gmstarr@inebraska.com; Heidi Hughes; Horchem.Brad@epamail.epa.gov; j.c.olson@earthlink.net; j414@charter.net;
Jacque Trumbull; Jacque Trumbull; James Nygren; Jason Skold ; jcampbell@agp.com; Jerry Wilhoft; jespersen@bbc.net;
jill@grasslandfoundation.org; Jim Barr; jl-enter@gpcom.net; jmargheiml@unl.edy; jmiyoshi@lpnnrd.org; John Winkler;
john@nebraskafarmersunion.org; jonathan_coppess@bennelson.senate.gov; josh.moenning@mail.house.gov; Justin Apel
; karenott@prairieweb.com; Ken Quandt ; kenny_dinan@fws.gov; kfrasier@bwtelcom.net; kirk_schroeder@fws.gov;
komiller@tpnrd.org; kpolly@nwra.org; Kris Reed ; kyle_graham@fws.gov; Laux, Kirk; Loetta F. Korensky;
mark_lindvall@fws.gov; markep@kci.net; Maureen Moseman; Merlyn Carlson ; mhack@tnc.org; mhare@tnc.org, Mike
Clements; Mike Onnen; mike@AGPMC.com; mike_happold@fws.gov; mindy_meade@fws.gov; mlbatterman@msn.com;
mtrompke@cnppid.com; nhanson@co.douglas.ne.us; nnrd@nemahanrd.org; nwga@charterinternet.com;
orv.gigstad@alitel.net; Pam Cooper; pbarney@fs.fed.us; Pete@NebraskaPF.com; Petermann Marlin
(mpetermann@papionrd.org); phasianus@aol.com; pm31648@alltel.net; princess2zcowboy@gpcom.net; Ray Ward ;
rexrothk@msn.com; rheiniger@ducks.org; ro01743@alltel.net; Robert Anderson; robert.pore@theindependent.com;
robr@nefb.org; Rod Johnson; Romary, Craig; rstraight@fs.fed.us; rverhoeff@Ipsnrd.org; rwilke2@unl.edu;
rwilke2@unlnotes.unl.edu; scot.blehm@usda.gov; Scott.Wessel@ngpc.ne.gov; sdonovan@ducks.org; Shawn Riley;
Sitzman, Larry; sr84445@alltel.net; steve vanriper@fws.gov; tfranti@unl.edu; thayden@dnr.ne.gov; Horst, Tim - Geneva,
NE; ug-NE-nres; vanwinkle@gpcom.net; vogt@unwnrd.org; vpieningl@unl.edu; vw21929@alltel.net; Wayne Madsen;
Adkins, Virgina; Barb Cooksley; Bergman, Gary ; Bettger, Bob; Bienhoff, Joan; Charles Isom; Chick, Steve; Chopp, Joan;
Coffin, Mitch; Ehrman, Dick; Fulton, Misy; Garwood, Ross; Goodwin, Craig ; Hansen, Eric; Hayes, Richard; Hruza, Dan;
Jeffrey Shapiro; Edwards, Jesse - Lincoln, NE; Jones, Dave; Josiah, Scott; Knuth, Bud; Kudnra, Scott; Kudrna, Scott; Lee
Morse; Marlene VanMatre ; Mary Crawford; McCammon, Sara; McDonald, Dave; Miller, Jim; Monica Jirik; Nelson, Zachary;
Oliver, Christy; Owen Kvittem; Phillips, Twila; Pinkelman, Cy; Prough, Nick ; Robert Weaver; Rogers, Milton - Lincoln, NE;
Rohan, Ann ; Schwarz, Tom ; Steffl, Matt; Sugden, Duane and Rosie; Thieman, Ted ; Watson, Mark; Welsh, Ciiff; Welte,
Carroll; Wilson, Lynne; Winkelman, Harold

Subject: Friday Message November 30, 2007

To: All Employees and Conservation Partners November 30,
2007

The weather person said 48 degrees, sunny and light breeze for Tuesday morning, so | took donned my light jacket and
headed for the field. The 31 degrees, stiff breeze, cloudy sky and dampness in the air made me recall that weather
people represent the only profession | know that can be wrong more than 50% of the time and still get paid. Here is my
message for this week.

1. Watershed Rehabilitation is an Important Program for Nebraska

2. A Few Hours in the Field with Bill Best

3. Ted Tietjen Very Thankful to NRCS

4. Ken Noonan Is State Office Employee of the Month/Last 2 Decades
5. Milton Rogers Officially Named State Director of FSA

6. Merle lllian Retiring

7. Karen Ott's Update



« John Ranney Terraces — Qur first stop was at an impressive EQIP terracing contract where the Ranney'’s are
installing 17,500 feet of tile outlet terraces, 24 risers and 5037 feet of tile. The contractor for both of the jobs we
visited is Hauschild Construction.

Bill Best is standing by a riser on Ranney’s recently constructed
terraces. Bill is a very well respected Resource Conservationist
who has been in Weeping Water for nearly 24 years. Anyone with experience
in building terraces would agree that these on Ranney's farm are
extremely well constructed.

i

The picture above is Lloyd Ranney (John's father) in March of 1845 talking to
Soil Conservation Service Conservationist F.J. Chase. One on one
technical assistance was and is the strength of SCS/NRCS. However
today we are challenged to obligate and administer about $50 million
annually in cost sharing funds, which makes one on one time like this
a little more chalienging. You will note that F.J. Chase was a little
smarter than me in his choice of coats.

e Clayton Miller Terraces — It was at the Clayton Miller farm, 2 mites west of Elmwood, where we caught up with
Harry Hauschild and his crew laying the tile lines. Miller is adding 5200 feet of terraces, 5 risers and 11 feet of tile
through a Lower Platte South NRD cost share project.
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keeps a close eye on the progress. The risers are offset 4 feet off
the tile line in each terrace channel.

Bill Best and Harry Hauschild are pictured next to the filing
maching and a pile of the plastic tile. Harry Hauschild has heen a
long-time leader of the Nebraska Land Improvement Contractors Association
and has served as the National President of the National Land

Improvement Contractors Association.

3. Ted Tietien Very Thankful to NRCS — | received a very nice phone call this week from Southwest Nebraska RC&D
Council Member Ted Tietjen thanking me for allowing Gary Wells and Dave Griffith to travel to McCook this week for the
Republican River Riparian Partnership meeting titled “The Republican River YR2037 & Beyond.” Ted reported that NRCS
Landscape Architect Gary Wells provided a very professional presentation on how a stream corridor functions, while Dave
Griffith presented an outstanding overview of NRCS's vision for 30 years and beyond. Ted went on to comment that,
“Your people really care.” | appreciate very much Ted recognizing Gary and Dave specifically, but all of our employees
for being passionate and committed to improving the natural resources. Ted also shared that the more he gets around
the more he realizes how SCS/NRCS, NRDs and many other partners have made such a difference on the landscape.
The meeting in McCook was a huge success with 80 atiendees including 20 landowners. We appreciate Ted's
commitment and passion, too!!

4. Ken Noonan Is State Office Employee of the Month/Last 2 Decades — | have selected Ken Noonan as the
December “State Office Employee of the Month,” but in reality he has been our "Employee of the Past 2 Decades.” Ken
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has held many positions within Nebraska in SCS and NRCS including Range Conservationist and District Conservationist
in the field followed by several leadership positions in the State Office. 1 have known Ken since 1992 when | came to
Nebraska as the Deputy State Conservationist. | have watched him expand and strengthen the RC&D Program from 2
RC&D areas to statewide coverage with 12 RC&D areas. | have observed him use his great leadership skills to provide
strong and supportive leadership to our field offices. While | greedily wish Ken would continue working until | retire, | feel
very fortunate that he has continued his career to nearly the 40-year mark. For these reasons and many more | am
pleased to share that Ken is the December “State Office Employee of the Month/Last 2 Decades.”

5. Milton Rogers Officially Named State Director of FSA — | am very pleased to share that Milton Rogers was recently
confirmed as the State Director for FSA. | have enjoyed very much working with Milton for several years in his capacity as
Chairperson of the FSA State Committee. Milton owns and operates a 1550 acre dryland wheat and millet farm in the
Nebraska Panhandle. | have very much appreciated his practical experience advice in the past and | certainly look
forward to a continued strong relationship with Milton and FSA in the future. Congratulations Miltoni!

6. Merle illian Retiring — Today, Ken Noonan and | are traveling to Red Cloud to celebrate the retirement of RC&D
Coordinator Merle illian. | am not sure celebrate is the best word to use as neither Ken or | are too excited about losing
Merle to retirement, but he is certainly deserving of this next step in his life. Merle lllian actually began his career with the
Corps of Engineers working at the Harlan County Dam in the early 1970s. He briefly worked for the Bureau of
Reclamation on the Snake River Irrigation Praject in Boise, 1D before jeining the Soil Conservation Service as & Soil
Conservationist in Alma in 1974. From Alma, Merle moved to St. Paul as a Soil Conservationist and then to Butte as a
District Conservationist. He later fransferred to Creighton as a District Conservationist and then in 1983 he moved to Red
Cloud as the District Conservationist. In 2000 he was selected fo serve as the RC&D Coordinator for the newly
authorized Trailblazer RC&D where he has done an outstanding job providing leadership and support to the Trailblazer
RC&D Council. A couple of years ago | participated in a tour hosted by the State RC&D Association, which included a
visit to Republican City's American West Theater, which was formerly the Republican City High School. [ recall that high
school sports record holders were still listed on the wall inside the old high school. Merle illian was siill listed on the wall
as holding the record for low hurdles, which he achieved in 1967. That was probably a pretty good sign that Merle had a
bright future ahead of him as he has been successfully clearing hurdles in his SCS/NRCS career ever since. Merle
shared with me that he was working at the Snake River Canyon when Evil Knievel made his famous failed attempt to jump
the canyon on his jet propelled motorcycle. Evil would have been wise to have consulted with the hurdles champion
before making his Infamous leap. Congratulations to Merle Hian on his retirement and best wishes for the futurel!

7. Karen Ott's Update — You can feel Karen's exhaustion in her written words. It is great that the expanded tire business
is booming, but like all stewards of the land Karen's real desire is to be on the farm. As an NRCS employee | can
certainly understand Karen's commitment to the land. Here is Karen's message for the week.

“It's done. After a Herculean effort Thanksgiving weekend Horse Creek Tire reopened for business Monday morning to an
avalanche of customers. At closing time we breathed a sigh of relief and said, "Well, we've survived our first day,” chalking
up the increase in traffic not to the new building, but to the fact that the business had been closed since the Thursday
before.

When Tuesday rolled around we were just as busy...or busier; Wednesday was the same....and today (Thursday) we
hegan scheduling customers instead of just taking them as they came.....there weren't enough hours in the day fo
accommodate them all.

We had expected some growth...but nothing like this. | guess it's true what they say....location is everything.

Excuse my brief report this week but I'm bone tired, and for the first time since | was a little girl I'm suffering from growing
pains, the sort aspirin, and a few soothing words, can't touch.

As grateful as | am the business is thriving my heart yearns to be here...at home...on the land, | belong to it body and soul
and nothing will ever change that.”

The anticipation of the naming of a new head coach has everyone speculating this week. There is cerfainly no place like
Nebraska. Go Husker Volleyball Team!! Have a great weekendt!

Steve Chick
State Conservationist






Private-sector effort helping to restore Platte River (G.I. Independent, 11-04-07)

By Robert Pore
robert.pore(@theindependent.com

As Nebraska begins its efforts to restore wildlife habitats along the Platte River under the Platte River Compact,
what role The Nature Conservancy will play is still up in the air, according to Chris Helzer of Aurora.

Helzer, program director for The Nature Conservancy's Eastern Nebraska Project Office, spoke before members
of Grand Isiand's Rotary Club Tuesday about the conservancy's Platte River restoration efforts.

The Nature Conservancy is a nonprofit, private sector effort to restore biodiversity around the world.

Since 1951, the conservancy has protected more than 117 million acres of land and 5,000 miles of rivers
worldwide. The organization has more than 1 million members who are involved in conservation projects in all
50 states, along with 30 countries.

The Platte River Recovery Implementation Program is designed to develop and implement a program to
maintain, improve and conserve habitat for four threatened and endangered species that use the Platte River in
Nebraska: whooping cranes, piping plovers, interior least terns and pallid sturgeons.

Nebraska, Colorado, Wyoming and the U.S. Department of the Interior are partners in the compact, which went
into effect at the beginning of this year.

"That is still sort of in flux," Helzer said. "We have been involved in discussions about this from the beginning."
He said compact partners are "getting down to the brass tacks" in beginning to implement the restoration plan.

"It's a big question about how much of this (the conservancy's restoration efforts) is going to be involved,"
Helzer said. "The restoration is certainly a big thing that they would like to do. It's my hope, if nothing else, to
provide the research and development of how to do that well."

Helzer has worked for the conservancy for 10 years and is in charge of the management of 6 OOO acres of
conservancy land along the Platte River and in southeast Nebraska.

He said the conservancy has been working to restore biodiversity along the Platte River in Nebraska since the
mid-1990s.

One of the programs Helzer said the conservancy is using to help conservation efforts along the Platte Riveris a
high-diversity prairie restoration strategy.

Under that strategy, the conservancy is trying to link 1solated areas of grassland together to increase the land's
biodiversity health.

"We can easily get seed mixtures of the 220 to 230 plant species that we plant to show up on these grasslands,"
Helzer said. "We can take what was a very fragmented area of grassland and build it into something that is
. Inuch more contiguous.”

Helzer said the fragmented prairie program and other conservation programs to restore biodiversity along the
Platte River are showing results in helping to restore a biological balance along the river, along with being
compatible with sustainable crop and livestock practices.

Along with restoring fragmented areas of grassland into a contiguous prairie, Helzer said the conservancy has
also been successful in restoring commercial sandpits along the river into areas of biological diversity.

"I would like to say that a lot of what we are doing is going to be implemented, but it's not our say," Helzer said.
"All we can do is 'be part of the process and help out where we can help out.”



By Nancy GAARDER
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

The water wars have come to
eastern Nebraska.

The Papio-Missouri River
Natural Resources District on
Thursday narrowly voted to
challenge the right of the Ne-
braska Game and Parks Com-
mission to seek restrictions on
future water uses along the
lower Platte River.

The NRD board voted 6-5 to
join with seven other natural
resources districts; three pub-
lic power, irrigation and recla-
mation districts; and the Ci?}f of
Papillion in forming a coalition
to challenge Game and Parks’
conclusion that further deple-
tion of the Platte River would
jeopardize the survival of en-
dangered and threatened spe-

fight Platte restrictions

The board votes
6-5 to join other
groups challenging
curbs on future
water uses in
eastern Nebraska.

NRD General Manager John
Winkier teld the board that it
was the first entity to formally
vote to join the coalition and
that decisions by other boards
would foliow.

Several citizens and board
members tried unsuccessfully
to persuade the district not 10
join the coalition, saying the ef-
fort would be a misuse of tax
dollars.

The coalition is expected to
cost at least $42,000 and could
lead toa court challenge.
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See NRD: Page2

NRD: Board votes to fight Platte water restrictions

Continued from Page 1
NRD Assistant General Man-

ager Marlin Petermann said
Game and Parks did not follow
proper procedures in asking the
Nebraska Department of Natu-
ral Resources to declare the
lower Platte fully appropriated.
Instead of issuing a “biological
opinion,” which is essentially a
scientific analysis, the commis-
sion should have filed for rights
toriver water, he said,

NRD board member Rich Te-
sar questioned the commission’s
science.

“Do I think there is some voo-
doo science out there?” Tesar

asked. “... Yes, I do, but I can't
proveit. I'mnot a scientist.”

Game and Parks Assistant Di-
rector Kirk Nelson said before
the meeting that the NRD's oppo-
sition is mystifying. The district,
he said, helped fund the study
that it's now challenging. The
study took years to complete, he
said, and the science is the best
available.

The study was done by the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Linceln and
was peer-reviewed, Nelson said,
which means that cutside ex-
perts analyzed it for scientific
soundness.

“This should be an easy one for

pecpletosay, ‘Yes, weagree with
saving the river,” ” Nelson said.
“My comment on all of this is:
What audience out there is in fa-
vor of less water in the Platte
River? Stand up, let me see you.”

Lynn Moorer, an environ-
mental attorney, told the board
she believes that the fight is a
fundamental one over who con-
trols waterin the state.

“This coalition is about a
power struggle — not science,”
Moorer said. “This coalition,
comprised primarily of NRDs,
wanis to wage a very large, ex-
pensive and prolonged battle
with state agencies over who
controls waterin Nebraska.”

Other opponents of the NRD's
decision said the Game and
Parks proposal was the best way
to preserve the river because it
would prevent additional, future
withdrawals of water.

That, said Moorer and others,
would protect the Platte River
aguifer that supplies water to
Omaha, the integrity of a cleanup
of polluted groundwater and
habitat for wildlife.

Voting for the measure were:
Tesar, Jim Thompson, Rick Ko-
lowski, Tim Fowler, John Conley
and David Klug. Voting against it
were: Richard Patterson, Doro-
thy Lanphier, Fred Conley, John
Schwope and Dick Connealy.
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Bicyole maps

Omaha-area bicyclists will
soon have a variety of maps to
chart their way across the metro
areaand beyond.

‘The Papio-Missouri River Nat-
ural Resources District recently
revised ifs. popular Meiro Area
Trails Map., The map features
trails, parks and recreation areas
in Douglas, Sarpy and Pottawat-
tamie Counties.

Within weeks, the Omaha/
Council Bluffs Metro Area Bicy-
cle Map willbereleased asacom-
pliment tothé NRD map.

Tt ig designed as atool to help
you find routes to take you
through the city by bicycle,” said
Marty Shukert of RDG Planning
and Design. “Trails don't go ev-
erywhere and people often have
to use the street system for com-
muting. That's where this map
will come in handy.”

A peek at the map is available
atwww.activateomaha.org. -

Alsa, public libraries, bicycle
clubs and bike shops in Omaha
and other towns &lorg the
4,675-mile route of the Lewis and
Clark Trail are receiving bike
maps of the route from the Ad-
venture Cycling Association.’

The updated maps steer cy-
clists to new off-road bike paths,
paved rural roads and new grav-
el-road options. The maps list
restaurants, hotels, camp-
grounds and publiclibraries.

The maps lead cyclists in the
footsteps of the Corps of Discov-
ery’s 1804-1806 journey from IlHi-
nois to Oregon. The National
Park Service funded the maps.
For more information, visit
www.adventurecycling.org/
routesflewisandclark.cfm.




Don’t use
“voodoo

spell to kill

W-H jj-14-07 g

. The other day, I engaged in 24
minutes of voodoo exercising
_(Level 1 on the exercise bike)
after which I took a voodoo nap
(eyes closed, snoring sounds) fo
avoid household jobs that I was
ot -actually doing, & process 1
call“voodoo honey-dos.™

' As you cansee, I've embraced

thetrend of using the word “voo-
doo™ as an adjective to discount
the viability -of whatever noun
thatfollows. =~ "= -

This- use of the word voadoo
was popularized in 1980 by
George H.W. Bush fo describe
fellow presidential candidate
Ronald Reapanw's supply-side
economices. It took on new life
with the publication of Robert

— Park's 2000 book
‘“Voodoo Sci-
ence: The Road
from Fool-
ishness to
Fraud.”

‘Good read.

.meaning has
morphed info a
nasty - little
- ¢liché of the po-
litically stanted
S anti-intellec-
ma}- T . R .
Generally, when you hear
someone. call something “yoo-
deo,” particularly “yoodoo sci-
ence,” it's very often describing
credible work that comes 10 a
conclusion somebody doesn’t
wantiohear. _
X This all came to mind last
week, when the Papio-Missouri
River Natural Rescurces Dis-
trict voted to challenge the right
of the Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission to séek restrictions

 on future water uses along the .

lowerPlatte River.

" Game and Parks' assessment
that further depletion of the
lowerPlatte River -would -dam-
age endangered species was
hased on a peer-reviewed study
by University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln researchers. The study was
partially funded by the NRD
board that then voted to chal-
lengeit, :

But the term's.

NRD board member Rich Te-
sar questioned the commission’s
science.

“Do, I think there is sume voo-
doo science out there?” Tesar
asked. “Yes, I do, but I can't
proveit. 'mnotascientist.”

This is a funny comment on
many levels of voodoo.

Here is a nonscientist callinga
piece of science “voodoo sci-
ence” while explaining that he is
not a scientist and would be un-
able to prove through the scien-
tific method his hypothesis that
the UNL researchers are en-
gaged in “voodoo science.” '

As Game and Parks Assistant
Director Kirk Nelson noted, the
study, by two respected ecology
and hydrology experts,  took
eight years to complete, using
the best methods available af,
you know, our best research uni-
versity. Also, the UNL study was
analyzed by outside experts to
verify its scientific soundness.

‘Nelson' said the NRD board's
opposition was “mystifying.”

You know, like voodoo.

What'is going on is simple. As
environmental attorney Lynn
Moorer said: Many irrigators,
utilities and other water users in
leastern Nebraska don’t want the
river’s use conirolled by state
environmental researchers and

regulators. -
| 'OK, fine: It's a political/
‘economicargument.

Just say that. But please, don't
use taxpayer money for a bunch
of good science, then call it bad
‘when the science might getin the
‘way of growth and economic op-
bortunity. T

Here'sasimplerule:

If you're not a scientist with
expertise in the field of science
at issue, you should avoid using
the term “voodoo” or any simi-
larly diminishing word to de-
scribe the science. -

Otherwise, ‘you're guilty of
“yoodoo ‘argument,” ‘which is
pretty much what the Greeks
called sophistry. :

“It is deeply frustrating,” Nel-
son told me. “The science clearly
says we're heading for the same
problems in the eastern part of
the state ‘that have already
gripped the westefn part of the
state.”

Meaning, basically, if we do
nothing to check our water use,
the Platte River and its basin will




A spectacular success for the Platte River

Wednesday, Nov 14, 2007 - 12:13:28 am CST

Wildlife lovers in Nebraska have good reason to celebrate these days.

Efforts to restore habitat on the Platte River have provided an immediate and spectacular payoff,

Last year a 200-acre, mile-long stretch of the Platte River next to the Audubon Society’s Rowe
Sanctuary near Gibbon was restored to its pre-dam condition.

Trees and other invasive plants were removed, river channels were reshaped and several bare
nesting islands were created.

The work had been completed for only several weeks when three migrating whooping cranes roosted
at the site, according to the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies.

This summer the stretch scored another important success when 10 pairs of least terns and two pairs
of piping plovers nested on the islands. Least terns are an endangered species. Piping plovers are
listed as threatened.

The two species had been squeezed out of their natural nesting grounds when low water flow allowed
trees and vegetation to take root on the sand islands where they previously nested.

Wildlife officials said the nesting was the first in the central Platte in the past decade.

Another cause for elation this fall was the sighting of five whooping cranes on the Niobrara River. The
group is one of the 250 whoopers that migrate from their breeding grounds in Canada to wintering
grounds on the Texas Gulf Coast.

Whooping cranes are part of one of the world's most spectacular wildlife events, the seasonal
migration of hundreds of thousands of sandhill cranes and other water fowl that draws thousands of
tourists to Nebraska in the spring and fall.

One of the key stops on this journey is the central Platte River. A map of the central flyway migratory
route looks like an hour glass, with the Platte River at the narrow part of the hour glass.

The restoration project used by the whoopers, least terns and piping plovers was part of the
Nebraska Natural Legacy Project, which draws together a diverse group including farmers, hunters,
birdwatchers in support of preserving the Platte River as a biclogically unique landscape.

The project is funded by both private and public money, and covers last owned by nonprofit wildlife
groups and private landowners.

“There's not many examples nationally where you can take this federal money, match it with state
and private money and boom, you've got a measurable result,” said Mark Humpert of the Game and
Parks Commission.

Nebraskans can take pride at the recent victories in preserving the crucial Platte River stopping point
for migrating birds. The success will be appreciated internationally.



Independent stance wise on Platte River study

Lincoln Journal Star Editorial, Friday, Nov 16, 2007

Credit the Lower Platte South Natural Resource District for having the good sense not to unthinkingly
pick a side in a brewing battle over the future of the Platte River.

The district's board of directors decided by a lopsided 18-3 vote not o join a coalition that is
challenging a preliminary biological opinion that the lower Platte River in eastern Nebraska would be
harmed by further depletions.

The opinion was issued last month by the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.

“We have been studying the river since the 1980s — more than 25 years — and feel the evidence is
conclusive that the river can stand no further depletions,” Kirk Nelson, assistant director of the
commission said in a news release.

The commission said that further diversions of water from the river would “jeopardize the continued
existence of the pallid sturgeons, interior least terns and piping plover that depend on the river for
survival.”

Almost simultaneously the state Department of Natural Resources issued a preliminary finding that
would allow more water fo be taken out of the river.

Among the users that would be interested in claiming more water from the Platte are irrigators, city
governments and other users. The city of Lincoln, for example, gets its drinking water from a well field
in the Platte River.

Joining the coalition would have put the lower Platte South in bed with a disparate contingent whose
members in other circumstances might be vying with each other for rights to the Platte.

Other natural resource districts didn’t take much time to think before they jumped about the
coalition’s bandwagon. Earlier this month the L.ower Platte North NRD and the Papio-Missouri
NRD voted to join the group. So has the city of Papillion.

it's disturbing that the coalition has jumped fo contest the Game and Parks Commission
scientific study in such knee jerk fashion. The coalition seems single-mindedly focused on
taking more water from the Platte for irrigation and watering city lawns, rather than finding a
way to balance its members’ desire for more water with the goal of protecting the river as a

resource for wildlife and recreation.

Also worrisome was the proposed governance of the coalition. As Lower Platte South general
manager Glenn Johnson pointed out, a recent change in the proposed interlocal agreeme_nt would
have allowed a five-member executive committee to operate on behalf of the coalition. This
arrangement seemed designed to give the executive committee free rein without little input from
coalition members.

There's little doubt that there is strength in numbers when it comes to arguing public po!icy. Qut
elected officials should be leery of making hasty alliances, especially when their erstwhile allies
include profit-minded irrigators, their oppanents are publicly funded scientists and the future of the
Piatte River is at stake.



NRD lays out the cost
of correcting the
flood threat along
Dead Man's Run.

BY ALGIS 1. LAUKAITIS
Lincoln Jousmal Star

Correcting the flood problems in
the heavily urbanized Dead Man’s
Run watershed in north-central
Lincoln could cost $50 million.

“It's by far the largest cost thatwe
have identified in a master plan
study,” said Devin Biesecker, an en-
gineer with the watershed manage-
ment division of the city's Public
Works & Utilities Department.

Dead Man’s Run is the fifth wa-
tershed studied by the city and the
Lower Platte South Natural Re-
sources Distict. Earlier watershed
master plans focused on Beal
Slough, Southeast Upper Salt Creek,
Stevens Creek and Cardwell
Branch.

The primary goal of the Dead
Marr's Run study is to develop proj-
ects to reduce the potental for
flooding, address existing erosion
probiems and improve water quali-
1y

Right now, there are 982 build-

ings in the 100-year flood plain of
Dead Man’s Run. Implemeniing all
of the recommendations in the
study would reduce that to 172.

The Dead Man's Run watershed
covers about nine square miles.

“With Dead Mans Run we're
dealing with a watershed that is 100
percent built out already,” said Paul
Zillig, assistant manager of the
NERD. “There's not much open space
left.”

Because the watershed is al-
ready developed, there is more
stormwater runoff, officials say.
That's also the reason for the high
price tag.

Dead Man’s Run has experi-
enced steet flooding in recent
decades but no major floods, Zillig
said. The last major flood may have
occwired in 1957,

So why spend $50 million on
such a project?

Flood insurance is one big rea-
son. Hundreds of homeowners and
businesses within. the 100-year
flood plain must have it, Not all, but
many, Biesecker said. msurance
premiums can be $800 or more a
year. : "

“If they are removed from a flood
plain, we would not have the
mandatory flood insurance re-
quiremert,” he said.

Watershed improvements —
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like dry detention basins for tempo-
rary storage and sloping channels
to give flood waters more space —
also could protect homes and busi-
nesses from floods.

“If we ever did get a 100-year
storm on Dead Man’s Run, there
would be a significant amount of
damage — in the millions,” he said.

CHAD GILLILAND/Lincoln Jounal Star

A 20-mernber citizens advisory
committee assisted city and NRD
officials with the study and provid-
ed feedbacle Information about the
watershed and potental improve-
menis was shared at three open
houses and several stakeholder-
landowner meetings.

Part of the $610,000 for the study

included the cost of developing
new flood plain maps for Dead
Mans Rur, Biesecker said,

Some private property may have
to be acquired on the lower end of
the watershed toward Salt Creek.

“We don't want to buy improve-
ments or buildings,” Zillig said.
“Were trying to work the open
space we got there.”

Also, because of the high cost,
the city and the NRD will be looking
to federal and state funding
sources, he said.

The master plan study, which
hasbeen in the works for more than
a year, will be presented to the NRD
board on Dec. 19. The Planning
Commission and City.Council also
may schedule public hearings in
January and February.

Ornce a watershed master plan
study has been adopted by the city,
it becomes part of the Comprehen-
sive Plan, a massive document that
guides the city’s growth,

The 13 projects proposed in the
master plan study aiso can be incor-
porated into the city’s capital im-
proverment program.

City and NRD officials do not
have a timeline for building the
projects. “It’s a faitly long process,”
Biesecker said,

Reach Algis J, Laukaitis at 402-473-7243
or alavkaitis@jeurnalstar.com.
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lithe clements, 'The lower Platte |
it would seem, will soon be
(#@ H@are in place for PN
Nebraska’s water fully tapped.
wars toreach Omaha: A legal fight
A stretch of river . ~over timing

nearly spoken for. Ur-
ban developersandri-
ral irrigators casting hungry eyes
on what's left. And, inevitably, the
future of endangered species.

This time, however, the outcome
seems preordained. Whether it hap-
pens in a month or a year or two
down the road, state water regula-
tors say, the Platte River from Co-
lumbus to Plattsmouth is going tobe
declared “fully appropriated.”

Interested: state and local agen-
cies could go to court, as some inti-
mate, over whether that happens
now. But by the time a judge ruled, it |
probably would happen anyway.

It is, far better, then, for those
agencies to work together — as they
have on other issues — to prepar
for theinevitable. :

. T

The flash point of this discussion
is a draft “biological opinion,” done
for the Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission. The document calls on
the State Department of Natural Re-
sources to declare the lower Platte
fully appropriated in the depart-
ment’s annual review on the state of
Nebraska'srivers, duenextmonth.
) The Platte’s home stretch, accord-
ing to University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln faculty who did the study, is
just about the last place on the river
where three troubled species — in-
terior least tern, piping plover and
pallid sturgeon — can reproduce as
they always have. Take out any
more water, and those species could
allbut disappear from thePlatte.

“won't alter it.

- . Aiding the survavai or endangered
and threatened species along Mid-

. lands rivers:is an acceptable socie-

tal goal — as long as human needs
remain in first place. Further, the
long-established principle of West-
ern water law — “first in time, first -
in right” — should govern conflicts
among human users of ‘Nebraska
water. ..t L

-As long as metropolitan Omaha
keeps growing; it will need water
from the rivers and the wells they
feed, (Ditto for Lincoln, which also
draws its water from the Platte, and
for other towns upstream.)

Concerns thatthe Game andParks

opinion could hinder future supplies
have prompted the City of Papillion
and. two natural Tesources districts
(thus far) to form a self-defense co-
alition, The Metropolitan Utilities
District has not joined, but agency
President. Tom Wurtz says MUD
naturally wants to preserve itsabili-
ty to tap the Platte beyond one water
plant that alréady is online and a sec-
ond set to start up next sumimer.

- Many ‘Midlanders will remember
‘how federal officials inthe 1990s es-
sentially gave terns, ‘plovers and
whooping . cranes a senior . water

- right in another section of the river

— the central Platte. That set the

stage for a three-state agreement
that otherwise applies “firstin time,
first in right™ to human water users
from the Rockies to GrandIsland.
“The current situation isn't quite

. the - same - scenario; - though. The

Game and Parks Commission has
rarely displayed the tin ear of .its
federal counterparts. More critical-
ly; the Department of Natural Re-
sources thus far says the lower

- Platteisnot yet fully appropriated.

"And Aftorney General Jon Brun- .
ing’s office is telling both agencies
that, under federal and state laws, .
Game and Parks’ study cannot af-
fect the DNR's ruling (because the

. ruling isn’tanew water use).



The biclogical opinion must be
taken into account from now on as
individuals and entities ask the

DNR for more surface water from
the lower Platte. The document also-

will affect requests for groundwa-
ter after the basin is fully appropri-
ated — which either is almost upon
us or not mnch farther down the
road.

So, Game and Parks opinion will
matter butnot quite yet,

® kK

Thus it matters little, for either
thirsty urban residents or the three
troubied species, whether the lower
Platte is declared fully appropri-
ated now or a year or fwo from now.
The birds and fish will neither die
off nor flourish anew in‘that t1me
And the timing of a “fully appropri-

ated” designation
wouldn't greatly af-

fect water suppliesfor

Omaha — either at
present or for the fu-
ture :

Here’s why

I MUD. alreédy°
holds water rights for both its Platte.

water :plants. By state law, only
Mother Nature:can keep ‘MUDfrom

fully utilizing those plants until at

least 2026. If MUD'says it isn’t get-
ting enough water to recharge its
wells, any new users ‘could be:shut
off.Lincolnisina similar sﬂ:uatlon
B Once. the lower Platte is fully
appropnated MUD would: have to

buy out existing water users when: -

Omaha needs more water. A faster
designation might make that task
cheaper (since there would be few-
erusers to deal with). )

But Nebraskans use less than 5
percent of their water for everyday
needs. Trrigators, who- use .much
more water more quickly, account
for about three-fourths. State offi-

cials say MUD should have no trou-

ble finding water “offsets” for
future growth without 'seriously
denting agricultural water supplies.

- 8 Terns, plovers and.sturgeons
won't drink the Platte dry. They
merely need its water to be there, in
its historic patterns, to provide opti-
mal conditions for reproduction.
The water should be there — with-
out disrupting urban supplies — as
long as humans don’t ignore the ani-
mals'needs.

The coalition concerned about the
Game and Parks opinion is suggest-
ing the:commission should seek an
instream flow right, not an immedi-
ate fully appropriated designation. -
But the agency already has such
rights on the lower Platte for the
benefit of a dozen fish species,
though not the pallid sturgeon.

Game and Parks ‘officials say
their rights already are as large as
state law allows,  but they aren’t .
enough to help: the three. species.
The Legislature would have to make' - -
a larger instream flow: right posm—- .
ble. Thatcould takea yearortwo. v -

B So would a lawsuit if, say, the
DNR were to declirie to cleclare the -
lower Platte tapped outand environ-
mentalist groups (with or without
Game and Parks as a partner) tried
to force an immediate designation.

" By the time the courts could rule,
development on the lower Platte al-
most . certainly. would have trig-
gered the designation. And if Game
and Parks got an increased flow
right, state officials say, that in it-
self might be enough to push the

‘lower Platte toits limits.

Tt would be surprising if the DNR
could claim- the authority to clamp
down onnew uses of thelower Platte
if the evidence shows there’s still-
water to be used. If it tried, that, too,
couldforcelengthy iawsuits_.

No matter what happens; thedays -
when Nebraskans could freely draw
water from ‘the home: stretch of
their most prominent river are
nearly at an end. There would be
little gained — - and lots of taxpayer
money transferred to lawyers — in

-fighting over thatinevitability. -

Members of theé coalition and
Game and: Parks offamals pian to
meet next week to review the situa-
tion. Several of the invited parties
have a record of cooperating o wa-
ter and wildlife issues, including the
instream flow rights that Game and
Parksalreadyholds. 5

“Fhe'public interest WOlﬁd best be
served. if these organizations pull
together again for the greater good.
They need to take this latest painful
step toward a system in which all* - |
Nebraskans not only appreciate the
life force of water but also share it =
for the equitable betterment of all.
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Local View: Platte River coalition benefits state

By DEAN E. EDSON
Monday, Nov 26, 2007 - 12:13:52 am CST

Cn Nov. 16, 2007, the Lincoln Journal Star published an editorial entitied
“Independent stance wise on Platte River study,” wherein the Journal Star gave
credit to the Lower Platte South NRD for choosing not io join the Lower Platte Basin
Coalition.

Unfortunately, the editorial did not stop there; it went on to opine (based entirely on
misunderstandings of the coalition) that the coalition is a *bandwagoen ... single-
mindedly focused on taking more water from the Platte for irrigation and watering
city lawns" in fieu of “protecting the river as a resvurce for wildlife and recreation,”
Had the Journal Star contacted the coalition, it would have found the coalition's
purposes to be good for Nebraskans and the Platte River.

The coalition should be commended for forming an alliance to promote sound
management of water resources in the Lower Platte River Basin (Basin) — which
encompasses almost 2/3 of the State of Nebraska, including the Elkhorin, Loup and
Platte River watersheds.

The coalition, consisting of several Natural Resources Districts and other palitical
subdivisions, is aimed at protecting available water in the basin for current and future
uses, while also providing adequate and reasonable in-stream flows for the pallid
sturgeon, interior least tern, piping plover {Protected Species) and their habitat.

The members of the coalition have been working with Game & Parks to support
Protected Species in the Basin for at least 10 years, Initially, when Game & Parks
applied for its current in-stream flow right for the Platte River, two members of the
coalition joined that application and several other members worked with Game &
Parks to achieve a sensible flow rate that protects wildlife and their habitat while
aliowing for responsible use of the water resource,

For the past eight years, the coalition's members have worked with Game & Parks to
fund a multi-million dollar scientific study to examine pallid sturgeon habitat use in
the Platte River. This study report was subject o extensive review by a team of
independent peer reviewers, including leading federal and academic scientists, who
raised concerns over the scientific methodology and assumptions of that study.
Various peer reviewers found the study's recommendations were not supported by
the data, while others noted the conclusions could not be endorsed or refuted due to
insufficient analysis and flawed assumptions. They also identified serious statistical
and hydrological problems.

For some unknown reason, Game & Parks simultaneously contracted with the same
scientists to perform its own separate second study on the Platte River that,
although still in draft form, is now the basis for Game & Parks' draft biological
opinion on the habital needs of the Protected Species in the Basin. No one has yet
seen this second study that Game & Parks has done.

The coalition hias concerns about the draft biological opinion and the soundness of
the underlying second study. Whether the second study contains problems similar to
those identified by the independent peer reviewers is unknown at this time as it has
not been released to the public, The coalition hopes its continued dialogue with
Game & Parks will answer some of these difficult questions.

The Nebraska Association of Resources Districts is not a member of the coalition,
but has been actively involved with all parties for the last 10 years on the Lower
Platte River study activities. We encourage sound water management for all users
and uses based upon sound scientific data that has been peer-reviewed by external

parties. We commend the coalition for seeking to ensure future management of the
basin is rooted in sound science. If flawed science serves as the foundation for all
future water management decisions in the Basin, all users — domestic, municipal,
agricultural, wildlife and recreation — will suffer in the long run.



Talks on Lower Platte solutions will go forward

BY ART HOVEY / Lincoln Journal Star
Tuesday, Nov 27, 2007 - 08:20:54 pm CST

By Nebraska standards, getting natural resources district officials to sit in the same room with the
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission to talk about threatened and endangered species might be
almost as big a deal as Arab-israeli talks in Annapolis, Md.

Both face-to-face exchanges occurred Tuesday, and both began and ended with expectations for
quick results very much in check.

At Game and Park headquarters in Lincoln, the focus was on protecting Platte River habitat for the
pallid sturgeon and two rare birds, the least tern and the piping plover, without shutting down the
potential for more water development.

There were no major breakthroughs, but nobody ran screaming from the room either. And the fwo
groups did agree to sit down again Jan. 10 with Ann Bleed, director of the Department of Natural
Resources.

Kirk Nelson of Game and Parks and Stan Staab, Norfolk-based manager of the Lower Elkhorn NRD,
seemed satisfied that something was accomplished over 2% hours.

“| think it was progress, because Game and Parks was able to more clearly articulate our position,”
Nelson said afterward.

Staab didn't dispute that the Platte River basin east of Columbus doesn't have a lot of options to oifer
that could benefit one side without harming the other. However, he added, "] think there’s some room
to maneuver.

“There’s a lot of technical information that both sides have to provide and both sides have to
understand. And we're a long way from being able to do that.”

Beyond that, Staab added, “I think it was quite an interesting day just to get us in the room, quite
frankiy, to talk about these issues.”

There seemed to be abundant possibilities for that not to happen over the last few weeks.

As the year draws rapidly to a close, Bleed is preparing to make her final ruling on whether to shut
down the lower reaches of the Platte to more irrigation development.

Adding to the tension is a pending report from Game and Parks on how much water needs to stay in
the river to give rare birds and fish a chance at survival.

Complicating matters further is a decision by the Lower Elkhorn and other NRDs to form their own
coalition to safeguard the potential for water development, building flood-control structures and other
people priorities.

Co g i.‘m uec(



In taking stock Tuesday, Gene Zuerlein of Game and Parks called attention o an increase in the
number of irrigation wells in the state from about 1,700 in 1940 to more than 103,000 in 2007.

Some of those wells are close enough o the Lower Platte to deplete its flows.
“If we don't protect it,” Zuerlein said, “it will have a lot more impact in a lot of different realms.”

That could inciude the pumping capacity of the wells along the river near Ashland that provide Lincoln
with its drinking water.

Beemer farmer Lloyd Nellor said there was at least one more side to that story for him and other NRD
members. “| think the last thing we want to do is destroy wildlife and fish . . .,” Nellor said.

“But we've got to have some growth. We've got to have some water to play with.”

Bleed later pointed out that vested interests should work on an integrated management plan for the
Lower Platte without waiting for the day when her department might put a moratorium on irrigation
expansion.

And if, for example, potential partners in a plan for the river and its tributaries agree that there can be
no more depletions in surface flows, that plan might have to address resirictions on users of both
surface and ground water.

“The surface guys aren’t going to be happy,” Bleed said, “if they're restricted and other people arent.”



Lower Platte South NRD working on disaster plan

By the Lincoln Journal Star
Tuesday, Nov 27, 2007 - 02:49:36 pm CST

- The Lower Platte South Natural Resources District is undertaking a planning effort to develop a multi-
jurisdictional hazard mitigation plan for the district.

The plan will be a community-guided document that will identify each participating community's vulnerability
to such natural disasters as flood, drought, earthquake, wildfire, winter storm, tornado/high wind storm and dam
failure, the district said in a news release.

The district is working with the state Department of Natural Resources, the Nebraska Emergency Management
Agency and the Federal Emergency Management Agency on the plan. Each community and county in the
district is eligible and encouraged to participate in the planning process.

The Lincoln-based NRD includes most of Lancaster and Cass and parts of Otoe, Saunders, Butler and Seward
counties,

The plan will set goals for each community, establish mitigation alternatives and prioritize projects that can
alleviate potential damages to property and life in the event of disaster. Proactive hazard mitigation planning
allows a community to take action to reduce or eliminate these threats,

The Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 requires a FEMA-approved pre-disaster hazard mitigation program be in
place before funding is granted for post-disaster mitigation projects.

Once a hazard mitigation plan is developed and adopted, a given jurisdiction is eligible for pre~disas_ter
mitigation project grants to implement the mitigation solutions identified in the plan. After the plan is adopted
by each local participating community, it must be approved by both NEMA and FEMA.

The Lower Platte South NRD has hired JEO Consulting Group Inc. to help develop the plan over the next two
years. This project is being funded by a grant from NEMA/FEMA and the Lower Platte South NRD.
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Jown to its last morsels,

That includes Kirk Nelson of the
Game and Parks Commission, who
will host today’s discussion at the
commissions headquarters  on
North 33rd Street.

“We're always willing to talk”
Nelson said, “and that's what we're
doing now, We're exploring alterna-
tives — but there aren't too many.”

Mike Jess, of the University of
Nebraska Water Center, can relate
to Bleed's dilemma.

A decade ago, when he headed
what was then known as the De-
partment of Water Resources, Jess
ended lengthy controversy by giv-
ing Game and Parks its first in-
sream flow on the Platie.

“They didn't get the last drops,”
Jess said, “hut it was pretty close to
lt,"

Nelson was quick to point out
that there’s really no safe alternative
for Bleed, if the objective is to stay
out of court.

“She can pet sued either way. She
can get sued from the coalition, and
she can get sued from the enviros.”

It should be noted that Bleed al-
ready has made a preliminary deci-
sion not to close the lower Platte
basin to more irrigation develop-
ment based on an annual review
and a Jan. 1 deadline.

But she also has made it clear
that she wants to see a draft report
from Game and Parks on the water
needs of one species of fish, the pal-
lid sturgeon, and two bird species,
the least tem and the piping plover.

And she has reserved the right 1o
change her mind. .

Shie announced Monday that
she has scheduled a Dec. 19 hearing
to take testimony on her prelimi-
nary ruling that the lower Platte is
not fully appropriated — that mat-
ters have not reached a point where
water use has placed unsustainable
demand on water supply.

From there, “It has to be within
30 days after the hearing that I have
to make a decision,” she said.

Natural resources districts,
which preside over groundwater
use at the local level, figure promi-

nently in the coalition drawn to-
gether to defend water develop-
ment,

john Miyoshi, general manager
of the Lower Platte North NRD at
Wahoo, said a state law adopted
several years ago gives Bleed the
right to declare river basins off-lim-
its to more irrigation development.

But, according to Miyoshi and

others, fish and birds aren't sup-
posed to be part of the radonale.
“The coalition is meeting with

~ Game and Parks tomorrow,” he said

Monday, “and the main topic is 1©
talk about an in-stream flow. And
since the outset, partmers in the
coalition felt that gxe right way to
preserve water for endangered
species is to get an in-stream fow
rigitt,

“1 guess we'll know alot more af-
ter tomorrow,” he said.

Stan Staab, Miyoshi's counter-
partwith the Lower Elkhorn NRD in
Naorfolk, said the impact of whatev-
er happens will reach across much
of the state to other rivers that fiow
toward the Platte,

“It does affect all of the Elkhorn
basin and all of the Loup basin that
stretches clear into the Panthandle,”
Staab said.

Even though coalition members
might favor the option of an in-
stream flow, Staab said that de-
pends on how much water Game
and Parks wants.

And, as of now, “the amounts of
water Gamne and Parks is asking for
are too high.”

Nelson wasri't especially fond of

the in-stream option. He said "it |

costs a lot of money, it takes a long
time, and we don't think we'll end
up with anything.”

Jess suggested that the NRDs
might be pushing in-stream flows,
as a concept, just to buy time.

Over the years that decision
might take, “applications for new
uses could be inttated, and there’s
kind of an extended period before
tiere would be a formal declara-
tion.”

As the Legislature adopted
LB962 in 2004, giving Bleed morato-
ritm authority, well driliing took off
at a frenzied pace as irrigators react-
ed to fears about what might hap-
pen in their areas.

That included what Staab de-
scribed as “historic highs” in the
Lower Elkhorn.

Int 2007, the NRD has received
about 175 permit requests for new
trrigation wells, more than last year
but fewer than in 2004 and 2005.

Bleed noted that, even though
she could act swiftly to cut off more
water development there and else-
where, that wouldn't be the last
word either.

Her department or the NRDs
could still grant variances “and the
final decision of whas happens in
the basin is up to the development
of an integrated management
plan.”
fteach Ast Hovey at (402) 5234843 or
ahovey@alliel.net,
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latte River
maxed out,
state says

By Davip HenNDEE
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — The Platte River
in eastern Nebraska is so fragile
that it's important to protect the
historically meager amount of
water flowing in the stream,
according to the Nebraska Game
and Parks Commission.

“If we don't protect the flows,
then there'll be a lot more im-
pacts from (theriver’srolein) re-
charging well fields to the natu-
ral system of wetlands absorbing
chemicals coming down the
river,” said Gene Zuerlein, the
commission's assistant fisheries
manager.

Zverlein made his remarks
during a meeting at Game and
Parks headguarters with mem-
bers of the Lower Platte Basin
Coalition, a group of irrigators,
cities and natural resources dis-
tricts,

The coalition is challenging a
preliminary Game and Parks
study that additional degrada-
tion of the lower Platte and its
tributaries by new water uses
would jeopardize the existence
of pallid sturgeons, interior least
terns and piping plovers. Those
species depend on the river for
survival,

Coalition members fear that
designating the river off-limits
io new users could hinder future
developmentin the region.

Lloyd Nellor of Beemer, a
Lower Elkhorn Natural Re-
sources District director, said he
was concerned that the commis-
sion’s attempt to keep a certain
atnount of water in the river for
habifat and wildlife would hobble
the ability to control floods and
provide underground water for
economic development.

The Elkhorn River is a major
tributary of the lower Platte.
Flows from the Elkhorn, the Loup
rivers and Salt Creek near Lin-
coln are imporiant in creating
the lower Platte’s ecosystem
from Columbus to its mouth at
Plattsmouth.

Construction of flood-control
dams and other structures would
keep water from flowing down
the Ellkhorn and into the Platte,

IKirkNelson, aGame and Parks
assistant director, said the
agency would work with the coa-
lition on accommodating water
needed for public safety and eco-
nomic development.

{('29107
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Groups will meet again Jan. 10 on balancing
issues of habitat and water development,

BY ART HOVEY

Lincotn Journat Star
By Nebraska standards, getting
natural resources district officials
“to sit in the same room with the
Nebraska- Game and Parks Com-
mission to talk about threatened
and endangered species might be
almost as big a deal as Arab-Israeli

talks in Annapoelis, Md.

_ Both face-tn-face exchanges
occurred Tuesday, and both began
and ended with expectations. for

quick results verymitch in check.

AtGame and Park headquarters
in Lincaln, the focus was on pro-
tecting Platte River-habitat for the
pallid sturgeon and two rare birds,
the least tern and the piping plover,
without shutting down the poten-
tial for more water development.

There were no major break-
throughs, but nobody ran scream-
ing from the room either. And the
two groups did agree to sit down

- again Jan. 10 with Anm Bleed, direc-
tor of the Department of Natural

Resources.

Kirk Nelson of Game and Parks
and Stan Staab, Norfolk-based
manager of the Lower Elkhorn
NRID, seemed satisfied that some-
thing was accomplished over 214
hours, - - -

“Ithink it was progress, because
Game and Parks was able to more
clearly articulate our. position,”
Nelson said afterward.

Staab didn't dispute that the
Platte River basin east of Colum-

bus doesn't have alot of options to -

offer that could benefit one side
without harming the other. How-
ever, he added, “I think there's
SOIME roIN {0 INaneuver.

“There’s a lot of technical infor-
mation that both sides have to pro-
vide and both sides have to under-
stand. And we're a long way from
being able to do that.”

Beyond that, Staab added, "I
think it was quite an interesting
day just to get us in the room, quite
frankly, to tatk about these issues.”

Therg seemed to be abundant
possibilities for that not to happen
over the past few weeks,

As'the year draws rapidly to a
close, Bleed is preparing to make
her final ruling on whether to shut
down the lower reaches of the Plat-
te to more irri&;iﬁon development,

Adding to the tension is a pend-

‘ingreport from Game and Parks on

how much water needs to stay. in

the rivet to give rare birds and fish a -

chance at survival,

Cormplicating matters further is

a decision by the Lower Elkhorn

- and ather NRDs to form their own

coalition to safeguard the potential

for water development, building.

flood-control structures and other

_ people priorities: .

In taking stock Tuesday, Gene
Zuerlein of Game and Parks called
attentions fo an increase in the
number of irrigation wells in the
state from about 1,700 in 1940 to
more than 103,000 in 2007,

Sume of those wells are close
enough to the Lower Platte to de-
plete its flows.

“If we don't protect it,” Zuerlein
said, “it will have a lot more impact
in a lot of different malms.”

That could include the pump-
ing capacity of the wells along the
river near Ashland that provide
Lincoln with ity drinking water,

Beemer farmer Lloyd Nellor
said there was at least one more
side to that story for him and other

NRD members, "I think the-last

thing we want to do is” destroy
wildlife and fish .., ," Nellor said. -
“But we've got to-have some
growth. We've got to have some wa-
tertoplaywith,” .- - . s
Bleed later pointed out that
vested interests should work on an
integrated management plan for: -
the Lower Platte without waiting
for the day when her department
might put a moratorium omn irriga-
tion expansion. R
And if, for' example, potential

. parmers in a plan for the river and

its tributaries agree that there can
be no more depletions in surface .
flows, that plan might have to.ad-
dress restrictions on users of both
surface and rgound watet.

“Fhe surface guys aren't going
to be happy,” Bleed said, “if they're
restricted and other people arent.”
Reach Art Hovey at (402) 523-4949 ar
ahovey@alitel.net.




Uate of flood plam

atlect

Owners of homes that have been added

may have to buy flood insurance but could
cut their costs if they act promptly.

By Nancy GAARDER
WORLD-HERALDSTAFF WRITER

Hundreds of Omaha-area
property owners who received
the bad news in the mail about
their properties’ changing flood
risk will have a chance Thursday
tolearnmore in person.

The Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency and local flood
officials will meet with people
whose properties have been af-
fected by the first sysiematic up-
dating of flood potential in the
metropolitan area in about 30
years.

About 2,600 properties are af-
fected by the remapping of the
West Papillion Creek and ifs trib-
utaries.

Of those, between about 700
and 900 properties were newly
added to the 100-year flood plain,
said Paul Woodward, water re-
sources engineer for the Papio-
Missouri River Natural Re-
sources District,

The rest were already in the
flood plain. Woodward said an es-
timate isn't available of the num-
ber of properties being taken out
of the flood plain.

A 100-year flood plain is an
area that has about a 1 perceat
riskof flooding in any given year.

NRD officials say they hope
that Realtors, insurance agents,
public officials and local emer-
gency management officials at-
tend the meeting to learn more
aboutthe changing maps.

Those being placed in the flood
plain are learning not only that
their property is at greater risk
than previously thought, but that
they may have to buy flood insur-
ance — properties with a feder-
ally insured mortgage must have
the insurance if they'rein a flood
plain.

Additionally, being in the flood
plain can make it harder for an
owner to further develop prop-

To lcaris More

Open house; 4 p.m. o 8 p.m.
Thursday, Papio-Missouri River
Natural Resources District, 8901
3. 154th 5t. (Chalco Hills
Recreation Area)

Online: Douglas Couniy map:
www.dogis.org

Sarpy County map:
www.sarpy.com/ gisviewer/

erty.

Mike Glaser, a partner with
Marcotte Insurance Agency,
said a fully-insured $200,000
home with contents valued at
$100,000 would cost about $2,000
a year to insure in a 100-year
{lood plain.

Glaser said these property
owners have a window of appor-
tunity to reduce their costs. If
they buy flood insurance before
the maps become official, they'll
be grandfathered in at the price
given to property owners outside
the 100-vear flood plain.

The hardest hit by insurance
costs, Glaser said, will be com-
mercial property owners be-
cause of the high value of their
properties.

The existing maps date to the

1970s and have become outdated
gither because of improved map-
ping technology or because de-
velopment has changed the
amount of runoffin anarea.

Thursday's meeting will trig-
gera 90-day public comment and
appealsprocess.

Brian Bowman, spokesman for
FEMA, said property owners will
have to demonstrate with techni-
cal data that the maps are in er-
rorif they want fobe exempted.

Officials will review the ap-
peals and finalize the maps in late
2008.

aDuGLAs COUNTY
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Parts of Platte River targeted in water study

By the Lincoln Journal Star
Tuesday, Dec 04, 2007 - 05:16:16 pm CST

The state’s largest irrigation district has voted to join an ongoing management study of Platte River water
resources in western and central Nebraska.

The study area will extend from the west end of Lake McConaughy and the Colorado state line in Deuel County
to the Duncan river gauge in Platte County.

The Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District’s participation in the study will add Gosper, Phelps
and Kearney counties -— areas where the Holdrege-based district delivers water.

-----

Central said in a news release that it is joining the study to develop modeling tools and identify and evaluate
conjunctive management scenarios that could improve overall management and sustainability of water
resources.

Conjunctive management refers to the recognition of the hydrologic relationship between surface water and
groundwater and the efficient, sustainable use of both natural resources.

The estimated cost to Central for joining the study is $224,518. The district has asked the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation for $107,100 to help defray study expenses.

Total cost of the study throughout the entire area is estimated at §768,248.

Study sponsors include: Central Platte Natural Resources District, Nebraska Public Power District and the state
Department of Natural Resources.

The Twin Platte Natural Resources District based in North Plaite also has joined the study, adding portions of
the South Platte River watershed to the study area,



Farm Bureau looking for water alternatives

By ART HOVEY / Lincoin Journal Star
Tuesday, Dec 04, 2007 - 11:54:10 pm CST

KEARNEY — The Nebraska Farm Bureau Federation has until 2012 to eliminate what its members view as an
unfair burden on agriculture in resolving state water issues.

But the state’s largest farm organization will waste no time in trying to weed out a 2012 corn checkoff fee from
a funding package approved by the Legislature is 2007.

Urged on by dozens of county delegates attending the state convention here, the Farm Bureau leadership will
take aim at the checkoff fee in the 2008 legislative session.

If the Farm Bureau is successful, some $44 million would be subtracted from the combined revenue solution to
problems with water supply in the Republican River Basin and the rest of the state from 2012 to 2019.

Rob Robertson, part of the staff at the state office in Lincoln, said action by delegates Tuesday conveyed a
larger message.

“Agriculture is picking up way more of the burden than it should in solving state water problems,” Robertson
said during a break in the delegates’ resolution session.

“Irrigation is a huge economic benefit,” he added, “and solving problems and finding solutions ought to be very
broad-based.”

Without irrigation powering their economies, many of the communities in central and western Nebraska
wouldn’t exist, he said.

The Farm Bureau’s first choice for an alternative is more spending from the state’s general fund. If that won’t
fly, the organization sees annual fees on wells as a better answer than fees on corn.

And those fees should apply not only to irrigation wells, but also to municipal, commercial and industrial water
users.

Stratton farmer Kent Lorens, a convention delegate from Hitchcock County, said his experiences as a resident
of the Republican River Valley have convinced him all taxpayers need to do more to resolve a river compact
dispute with Kansas.

Lorens noted that details in LB701, which was adopted by lawmakers earlier this year, saddled him and other
residents of the three Republican River natural resources districts with new property tax obligations and

trrigation fees.

He’s not saying that’s excessive, but he pointed to the state’s involvement in a low-level nuclear waste compact
in the 1980s as an example of responding to a statewide responsibility.

The Republican River compact is a similar situation, he said, because it was the state that entered into the
Republican River Compact with Kansas and Colorado.

Cantinune o



“We all had to throw in on that as a state,” he said of the nuclear waste agreement. “And since the state was the
one that signed the agreement and the compact for the Republican River basin, that’s why I feel the state should
kick in and help with the water flow situation.”

Turning to more general fund spending, or to well fees, would also address a situation in which Lorens and
other Nebraska farmers who don’t irrigate are being asked to pay a corn checkoff fee to address an irrigation-
related shortage.

But more importantly, he said, “I feel we are a state and we should take care of our problems as a state as a
whole.”

In other action in Kearney Tuesday, Farm Bureau members voted to strongly oppose using threatened and
endangered species concerns as a reason to close the Lower Platte River Basin to more water development.

The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission is completing a study expected to show that further depletions in
flows in the river would threaten the survival of the pallid sturgeon and two birds, the interior least tern and the
piping plover.
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By JasoN GLENN
LEADER STAFF WRITER

The Papio-Missouri River
Natural Resources District will
hold an open house Thursday to
offer information to 2,300 Sarpy
and Douglas County residents
and businesses affected by pro-
posed changes to flood maps.

Paul Woodward, NRD water
resources engineer, said the

cevent will give the public a
chance to learn and comment on
how the new maps may change
their status in the West Papillion
Cresk Watershed’s 100-year
fioodplain.

Approximately 900 proper-
ties may be added to the flood-

plain, Woodward said. Resi- -

dents and business owners, in-
cluding 365 in Papillion, 100 in
La Vista, 58 in Bellevue and
five in Grelna, received letters
this summer informing them of
the changes.

The 100-year floodplain in-
dicates a I percent chance that
an area will fleod in a given
year.

The Federal Emergency
Management Agency prepared
the new maps based on recent
data compiled by the NRD. The
maps are preliminary and won’t
be officially adopted until 2009.

Woodward said the current
maps are based on studies done
in the early 1970s and don’t ac-
curately reflect how develop-
ment and growth in the water-
shed have changed flood risks.

The changes mean those
added to the floodplain may
have to get flood insurance if
they don’t already have it. Any-

+
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one is able to purchase flood in-
surance, but the federal govern-
ment requires morigage holders
in high-risk areas to carry it.

Flood insurance is adminis-
tered by FEMA and can be pur-
chased through insurance
agents.

Because the maps won't be
officially adopted until 2009,
property owners can save
money by getting insurance
prior to then and being “grand-
Tathered™ in at a lower risk level
pretm.

After the letters were sent
out, Woodward said his office
received between 50 and 60
calls from people concerned
with the changes. He pointed
out that the open house will in-

clude information on how prop-
erty owners can protest and ap-
peal being added to the flood-
plain,

Woodward said he hopes real
estate agents, insurance agents
and engineers will also attend
the event.

The open house will be held
at the Natural Resources Center
at Chalco Hills Recreation Area,
8901 §. 154th St., from 4 to 8
p.m. and will feature booths on
how the maps are made, the ap-
peal process and how to get
flood insurance, among others.

Sarpy County property own-
ers can go io www.sarpy.com/
gisviewet/ and enter an address
to see if it is within the new
floadplain boundaries.
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Remapped West Pa;n!!m
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.. By JAsoN GLENN
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New floodplam maps
to be costly for some

/L5077
By Nancy GAARDER
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

The frustration was written
on the faces of Ron and Sara
Devries.

“Lower prnperty values and
higher insurance” was how
Sara Devries summed up the
effect of new federal maps that
place the couple’s home within
the 100-year flocd plain of the
Wesat Papillion Creek system.

More than 120 metropolitan-
area property owners attended
an open house Thursday at the
Papm-stsoun River Natural
Resources District tolearn how
new federal flood insurance
maps of the West Papio might
affect their homes and busi-
nesses. '

The maps placed the Devries
property  near 168th and
Harrison Streets inside the
100-year flood plain, whereas
previous maps had indicated it
was outside thatzone.

The maps were commis-
sioned by the NRD and the Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency.

The open house triggered a
90-day public comment period.
The maps aren’t expected to be
official until spmetime in 2009.

The rub for the Devrieses is
that only their deckis inside the

flood plain, but they stili must
buy flood insurance for the en-
tire house.

The couple say they aren't
sure how much the value of
their $260,000 home has
dropped, between the changein
flood plain status and the gen-
erally slumping housing mar-
ket. -

“Needless to say we're not
happy about it,” she said.

Like the Devrieses, Arlyn
‘Slaghter bought his home, near
158th and Josephine Streets
and valued at about $225,000,
because it backed up to the
green space along the creek.

“ think I even paid alittle ex-
tra for the lot,” he said. “It's a
little bit frustrating. When 1
bought the house, there was 1o
indication the flood plain status
could change.”

About 2,600 properties were
affected by the flood plain re-
mapping. Many already were in
the flood plain and simply had

\that statusreconfirmed.

An estimated 700 to 900 prop-
erties were like the Devrieses’
and Slaghter's, newly desig-
nated as in the flood plain.

Those property owners will
have to buy floed insurance if
they have a federally backed
mortgage.




