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ABSTRACT

In, 2002, the Nebraska Legislature found that significant issues exist concerning Nebraska’s laws
governing the integrated management of surface water and groundwater. To examine these
issues, the Legislature passed LB 1003. LB1003 created a Water Policy Task Force, to be
appointed by the Governor. Governor Mike Johanns appointed 49 members to the Water Policy
Task Force to discuss these issues, identify options for resolution of these issues, and, by
December 2003, make recommendations to the Nebraska legislature and the Governor relating to
any water policy changes deemed desirable. Specifically the task force was asked to:

e Review existing laws related to the integrated management of hydrologically connected
surface water and groundwater (LB 108) and determine if any changes are needed to
adequately address Nebraska’s conjunctive use and integrated management of these
resources;

o Evaluate the utility of allowing permanent and temporary transfers and leasing of water
rights and creating a water banking system and

e Determine what issues related to inequities between surface water and groundwater users
need to be addressed and what actions need to be taken

The Task Force, its Executive Committee and various sub-committees met on a regular basis
over the last 18 months. As a result of their deliberations the Task Force recommends that the
basic components of existing surface water and groundwater law remain intact; the Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) will still administer surface water rights under the priority system
and the Natural Resources Districts (NRD) will still administer groundwater uses at the local
level. The Task Force also recommends the basic components of integrated management of
surface water and groundwater, adopted by LB 108, remain intact. The Task Force, however,
believes that a more proactive approach is needed in the integrated management of surface water
and groundwater. Therefore, the Task Force recommends that Nebraska build upon the
components in LB 108 by adopting a proactive component. The proactive approach will require
DNR to annually review the river basins of the state to determine which are fully appropriated.
If DNR determines that a basin, sub-basin or reach is fully appropriated, there will be an
immediate temporary stay on all new water uses until an integrated surface water/groundwater
management plan is implemented. The integrated management plan shall be jointly developed
by DNR and the NRD(s) and be implemented within three to five years. The plan’s goals will
include sustaining of a balance between water uses and water supplies so that the economic
viability, social and environmental health, safety and welfare of the basin can be achieved and
maintained in both the near term and long term.

If DNR and NRD(s) cannot agree on the plan or its implementation, the dispute will be
submitted to an alternative dispute resolution process and, if there is still no resolution, to an
Interrelated Water Review Board, consisting of the Governor or his or her designee who has
knowledge of surface water and groundwater issues, another appointee of the Governor, and
three additional members appointed by the Governor from a list of at least six names provided by
the Natural Resources Commission.
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In order to allow economic development to occur in basins that are fully appropriated and in
which no new water uses are allowed, the Task Force recommends that temporary and
permanent transfers and changes of uses of water rights be allowed. The transfers are limited,
however, in that there can be no permanent changes of use for surface water rights that involve a
change in the preference category. Temporary surface water appropriations across preferences
can be granted for up to 30 years with the possibility of renewal, subject to review by DNR. The
Task Force further proposes that existing groundwater laws be changed to give authority to
NRDs with groundwater management plans to require NRD approval of transfers of groundwater
off the land and transfers to rights to use groundwater that result from NRD imposed allocations.
The Task Force is not recommending the development of a water rights banking system at this
time.

A major issue the Task Force considered was how to deal with inequities in basins that are
presently over-appropriated. In such situations, the use of more water than basin supplies can
sustain has produced hardship, primarily to surface water users. The Task Force dentified two
basins that were clearly being affected by overuse of the water supply, the Republican Basin and
the Platte River Basin above Elm Creek, Nebraska. The Task Force recommends that the joint
integrated management plans currently being developed by DNR and NRDs in the Republican
Basin to ensure Nebraska’s compliance with the Republican River Compact be the primary
action taken to address problems in that basin. For the Platte River Basin, the Task Force
recommends DNR and affected NRDs develop a basin-wide plan and integrated management
plans that will incrementally reduce the difference between the present level of development in
excess of supply and the fully appropriated level of development. During the first increment
DNR and affected NRDS shall address the impacts of stream flow depletions caused by water
use begun after July 1, 1997 and prevent stream flow depletions that would cause noncompliance
by Nebraska with any formal state contract entered into no earlier than July 1, 1997. During the
first increment DNR and NRD(s) will also pursue voluntary efforts, subject to the availability of
funds, to offset any stream flow depletive effects from uses initiated prior to July 1, 1997 but
which occur after such date.

The Task Force recommendations are the result of a consensus based decision- making process.
Task Force members each decided that they could support the package being proposed, primarily
because there are sufficient benefits for them in the package that outweigh any adverse aspects of

the package. The Task Force has agreed that for consensus to remain, the legislation must be
considered as a package.

The Task Force considers adequate funding to be critical to the successful implementation of the
Task Force proposals to address the concerns that led to the passage of LB 1003. Without a
funding component and a firm commitment to seek the necessary funding, a consensus of the
members of the Task Force would not have been reached. The Task Force recommends
establishing a Water Resources Trust Fund that will have a dedicated funding source. The Task
Force also recommends NRD groundwater management activities be exempt ffom the statutory
2Y2% budget lid placed on local subdivision budgets. The NRDs also should be able to
supplement the funds they can raise through their maximum 4% cent property tax levy with an
additional levy, perhaps one imposed only in groundwater management areas or in NRDs with a
groundwater management area. Various methods of funding these activities are included in the
Task Force’s proposed legislation.
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PAPIO-MISSOURI RIVER NRD PROPOSAL for amendments to Section 12 of

LB 32 would result in the following:

Sec. 12. In addition to other powers authorized by law, the board of
directors of a natural resources district encompassing a city of the
metropolitan, primary, or first class that is required by federal law to
develop, establish, and implement storm water management programs and
secure a storm water discharge permit under the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System may establish and implement storm water
management programs and projects within the district and fund the capital
improvements and the operation and maintenance costs of such storm water
management programs and projects by making a special levy, not subject to
levy limitations specified elsewhere in state statutes and not exceeding three
cents on each one hundred dollars, upon the taxable value of all taxable
property in the district, and also may issue bonds of the district payable
exclusively from such special levy. Any funds raised from such special levy
shall be placed in a separate fund and shall not be used for any purposes
other than storm water management programs and projects and retirement of
such bonds.

ARGUMENTS in favor of proposal:

The cities in the NRD do not have jurisdiction over the entire Papio
watershed. Water quality issues faced by cities in the Omaha metropolitan
area must be handled on a watershed basis and cannot be resolved by the
cities acting alone.

The metropolitan area cannot count on Washington County government to
resolve water quality problems.

The NRD is the only agency having lawful jurisdiction over the entire Papio
watershed and thus is the only agency with ability to handle water quality on
a watershed basis.

Approximately 95% of the tax valuation of the NRD is in the area affected
by NPDES permit requirements (i.e., 74% of the valuation is in Douglas
County, 18.5% in Sarpy County and 2.5% in Dakota County), so it is fair
that the NRD assist in funding NPDES costs.

Groups in opposition to impervious area storm water management fee for
NPDES funding objected to exempting ag land from storm water
management fee. Opposition groups insisted on property tax funding instead.

pww31223me2
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AMENDMENTS TO LE 32

1 1. Btrike the original sections and all amendments
2 therets and insert the following new sections:
3 "Section 1. Section 2-3225, Reissue Reviged Statutes of

4 Nebracska, is amended to read:

5 2-3225, Eaekh In addition to the levy provided in section

) 12 of thig act, each district shall have the power and authority to

7 levy a tax of not to exceed four and one-half cents on each one

8 hundred dollars of taxable valuation annually on all of the taxable
9 property within cuch district unless a higher levy is authorized
19 pursuant to section 77-3444. The proceeds of such tax shall be
il used, together with any other funds which the district may receivg
12 from any source, for the operation of the district. When adopted
13 by the board, the levy shsll be certified by the secretary to the
14 county clerk of each county which in whole or in part islincluded
15 within the district. Such levy shall be handled by the counties in
18 the same manner as other levieg, and broceeds shall be remitted to
17 the district treasurer. Such levy shall not be c¢onsidered a par;
18 of the general county levy and shall not be considered in
19 connection with any limitation on levies of such counties.

20 Sec. 2. Section 18-510, Reissue Reviged Statutes of
21 Nebraska, is amended to read:

22 +g-520- ke termo For purposes  of this section and

23 gections 18=-501 to 18-%12 and gectiong 11 and 12 of this act,?

24 gewage system, sewerage system, storm =ewer system, and disposal.

-1 =



DEC. 29,2003 11:19PM NEBRASKA LEGISLATURE . N0 R 3/17

AM21459 ° aM2149
LE 32 LB 32
MHF=132-22 MHF~12-22

1  plant or plants as used hereim are defimed 9 mean and inelude any
2 system or works above or below ground which has for its purpose any
3 or all of the following: The removal, discharge, conduction,
4 carrying, treatment, purification, gtorage, or disposal of the

5 liquid and solig waste, and night s0il, and storm water of a

6 rmunicipality. It is intended that such gections +6—50% 4o d18-5ap

7 may be employed im connection with Eewage projects which dao not

8 include the erection or enlargement of a sewage disposzal plant.

9 Sea. 3.  Section 18-501, Reissue Revised Etatutes of
10 Nebraska, is amended to read:

11 18-501. (1) Any city or village in this gtate 4= Berehy
12 euthorized 4o may own, construct, equip, and operate, either within

13 or witheut outside the corporate limitas of such municipality, =a
14 sewerage system, ineduwding eby storm sewer gystem, ingluding the

15 natural drainage components of guch system, e¥ combination storm

16 and sanitary sewer system, and plant or plants for the treatment,
17 purification, Btorage, and disposgal in a sanitary manner of the
19 liquid and solid wastes, sewage, and night =0il, and storm water of
18 fuch municipality, e® to extend or improve any existing storm or
20 sanitary sewer system or combinatien gtorm and sanitary sewer

21 system, or to establish gtorm water management programs,

22 (2) Any city or wvillage swadl heve auvthertty to may
23 acquire by gift, grant, purchagse, or condemnation necessary land;
24 therefor, either within or witkeut outside the corporate limits of
28 such municipalitcy.

26 (3) For the purpose of owning, operating, constructingJ

27 maintaining, and equipping such gewage disposal Plant and sewerage

-2
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1 system, including anvy storm sewer system or combination storm and
2 ganitary sewer syctem- referred to in subsections (1), (2), and (4)
3 of this sgection, or improving or extending such exigting gystem,
4 any ¢ity or village is authorized and empowered to make a special
g levy of not to exceed three and five-tenths centé on each one
6 hundred dollarg upon the taxable value of all the taxable property
7 within any such municipality. The proceeds of the tax may be used
B for any of the purposes enumerated in this section and for no other
& purpose.

10 (4) In the event the present or proposed sewace disposal

11 system or storm gewer gvstem of any city or village does not comply

12 with the provisions of any other law relating to sewer systems,
13 sEewage disposal, or water pollution, such c¢ity or village shali
14 levy each year a tax of seven cents on each one hundred dellars of
15 taxable valuation for such purpoae until sufficient funds are
16 available for the financing of a system in compliance with law. In
17 the event any city or village ig otherwise raising funds for such
16 purpose, equivalent to such a levy, it shall not be required, in
19 addition thereto, to make such levy.

20 Sec. 4. Section 18-502, Reissue Revised Statutes of
21 Nebragka, is amended to read:

22 18=502. For the purpose of owning, operating,
23 constructing, and equipping =uch gewage dieposal plant or sewerage

24 gystem, including any gtorm sewer svstem, e improving or extending

25 such existing system, or establighing storm water management.

26 Programg and improvements, a municipality may issue revenue bonds® ,

27  therefor. Such revenue bonds, & prowided 4in +his seetionr shall §



DEC, 29,2003 11:20PM NEBRASKA LEGISLATURE N0 7210 P B/17

AM2149 " AM2149
LB 32 1B 22

MHF=12=22 MHF-12-22
1 not impose any general liability upon the municipality but shall be

2 gecured only by the revenus as heweinafecr pwewided of such utility

3 as provided in sectiong 18-501 to 18-512 and gection 2 of thie act.
4 Such revenue bonds shall be séld'for neot less than par and bear
5 intereat at a rate set by the e¢ity council. The amount of such
6 revenug bonds, either issued or cutstanding, shall not be included
7 in computing the maximum amount of bonds  which the said
] municipality may »e anbherissd e i=sue undex its charter or any
9 statute of thig state.

10 Sec. 5. Section 18-503, Reissue Revised Statutes oé

11 Nebraska, is amended to read:

12 18-503, The governing body of such municipality may make

13 all necessary rules and regulations governing the uge, operation,

14 and control skereet of a dispogsal plant and sewerage gystem,

15 including any storm sewer system, auvthorized by section 18-501. The

16 governing body may establish just and equitable rates or charges to

17 be paid te it for the use of such disposal plant and sewerage

18 fystem, including any storm gewer System, by each person, firm, or

1% corporation whose premizes are served thereby. If the gerwice use
20 charge =0 establighed is not paid when due, such sum may be
21 recovered by the municipality in a civiil action, or it may be
22 certified to the tax assessor and assessed against the premises
2] servedr= and collected or returned in the same manner as other
24 municipal taxes are certified, asgessed, colleated, and returned.

25 In addition to _any other powers granted to cities regarding sewers,

26 the cities ddentified in section 11 of this act may impose a

27 gsebarate storm water fee on any gewer customers served by  such’




DEC. 29,2003 [1:20PM NEBRASKA LEGISLATURE . o721 R 6/17

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

AMZ14Y Y aM2149
LB 32 LB 32
MHF-12-22 MHF-12-22

cities to be used exclusively to pay for the storm water management

programs degcribed in such gection. Such geparate storm water fee,

if dmpcged, shall be baszed upon, reasonable sewer use customer

classifications and shall not exceed the following limits: For

residential wuses, fifty dollars per year per ¢ustomer account; and

for all other useg one thousand dollars per vear per custamer

account,

Sec. 6. Section 18-504, Reissue Reviged Statutes of
Nebraska, iz amended to read:

18-504. (1) Revenue bonds which are issueds as provided
in section 18-502+ shall not be a general cobligation of the
muanicipality+ but shall be paid only out of the revenue received
from the sexwiee use charges as provided in sectiom 18-503.

(2) If a w=empiee use rate is charged+ as a part of the
revenuey ag provided in subgection (1) of this section, to be paid
as #erein provided in this section, such portion thereof as may be
deemed sufficient shall be get aside as a sinking fund for the
payment of the interest on -esdd bemdesr such bonds and the principal
thereof at maturity.

(3) It shadd: be the duty of #ke The governing body of the
municipality 4#e zhall charge rates for the seswies use of the
sewerage system, including any storm sewer system, as referred to
in gubsgection (1) of this section, which rates shall be sufficient,
at all timess to pay the cost of operation and maintenance thereof
and to pay the principal of and interest upon =all revenue bonde

issuedy under ke provigiens of section 18-502, to pay the cost of

development, ectablishment, and implementation of storm water,

'
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management programs, and to carry out any covenants that may be

provided in the ordinance authorizing the issuance of any such
bonds,

(4) The holders of any of the revenue bonds or any of the
coupong of any revenue bonds+ issued under subsection (1) of this
gection, in any civil action, mandamus, or other proceeding, may
enforce and compel the performance of all dutieg required by this
gection and the covenants made by the muniecipality in the ordinance
broviding for the issuance of such bonds, including the making and
collecting of sufficient rates or charges for the specified
purposes and for the proper application of the income therefrom.

Sec. 7. Section 18-505, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is amended to read:

18-5056. (1) For the purpose of providing for such sewagé

disposal plant and sewerage system, jincluding any =tortn  sewer

Eystem, or improving or extending such existing system, any such
municipality may also enter into a contract with any corporation
organized wunder or authorized by the laws of this state ¢e CRGTGe
0 the business herein membiomed- to receive and treat, in the
manner hereinbefowe memtionedr the sewvage and Bt Sedk %hereaé;

described in gectiom 16-501, sewaqe, night soil, or gtorm water of

the municipality and to construct— and provide the facilities and

services es herveimbofoms described in secticns 18-501 to 18-507 and

section 2 of this act.

(2) (a) Such contract may else authorize the corporation
to charge the owners of the premisesc served sueh & servbue rake

thewefer a use rate as the governing body of such municipality e

_6_
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1 detepmine determines to be just and reascnabler or (bh) the
2 municipality may (1) comtract to pay the said corporation a flat

3 rate for such servicer and pay +herefeor for the service out of its

4 general fund or the proceeds of any tax levy applicable to the

5 purpoges of such contracty or (ii) asseas the owners of the

6 property served a reasonable charge £herefie® for the gervice to be

7 collected as hereimbefere provided in section 18-503 and praid into

8 a fund to be used to defray such contract charges.

9 Sec. 8. Section 18-507, Reissue Reviged Statutes of
10 Nebragka, i=s amended to read:
i1 18-507. Whenever the governing bhody of any city or
12 village shadtt have has ordered the installation of a sewerage
13 system and sewage disposal plant or the improvement or extension of

14 an exigting system, including any storm sewer system, the fact that

is fuch order was issued shall be recited in the official minutes of
16 the governing body. The wsaid governing body shall thereupoq
17 require that plans and specifications be prepared of such sewerage
13 system and sewage disposal plant, including any storm sewer system,
19 or guch improvement or extension. Upon approval of such plans, the
20 governing body =shall thereupon advertise for sealed bids for the
21 congtruction of =aié the improvements once a week for three weeks
22 in a legal paper published in or of general cireculation within sodia
23 the municipality- and the contract shall be awarded to the lowest
24 respongible bidder.

25 gec. 9, Section 18-508, Reissue Revised Statutes of
26  Nebraska, is amended to read:

27 18-508. The owner of any sewerage system or Sewage
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1 disposal plant, including any storm sewer aystem, provided for in

2 sections 18~501 to 18-507+ and_section 2 of this act or the

3  municipality+ 4o hexeby euthorized to may extend the same beyond
4 the limits of the city or village which it serves, under the same
5 conditions as nearly ae may be as within such corporate limits and
6 to charge to users of its services reagonable and fair rates
7 congistent with those charged or which might be charged within such
8 corporate limits and consistent with the expengse of extending and
9 maintaining the same for the ugers thereof outside auch corpora;e
10 limits at a fair return to the owner thereof. The mayor and city
i1 council of any city or the board of trugstees of any village shall
12 have authowity £o may enter into contracts with users of =uch
13 sewerage system,_ except that <+ PROVIBED, no contract ghall call fo}
14 furnishing of such service for a period in excess of twenty years.
15 Sec. 10. Section 18-509, Reissue Revieed Statutes of
16 Nebraska, is amended to read:
17 18-509. (1) The mayor and city council of any city or
18 the board of trustees of any village, in addition to other sources
19 of revenue available to the city or village, may by ordinance set
20 up a rental or use charge, to be collected from users of any system

21 of sewerage, including any storm sewer gystem, and provide methods

22 for collection thereof. The chargegs =shall be charged +to each

23 property served by the sewerage system or storm sewer system, shall

24 be a lien upon the property served, and may be collected eithe;
25 from the owner or the person, firm, or corporation reguesting the

26 service. The rates for any peparate charges for storm water

27 sygstemg shall be limited ag provided in section 18=-503.
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1 (2) 21l money rajised from the charges+ referred to in
2 subsection (1) of this section+ shall be used for maintenance or
3 operation of the existing system, for payment of principal aéd
4 interest on bonds issued as i# provided f£ex in section 17-925,
b 18-502, 18-506, or 19-1305, e® to ereate a regerve fund for the
6 burpose of future maintenance or construction of a new sewer systgm
7 for the eity or village, or to develop, establish, and implement
8 8t water management brograms. Any funds raised from +his suéh
9 charge shall be placed in a separate fund and not be used for any
10 other purpose or diverted to any other fund.
11 Sec. 11. The provisions of sections 18-501 to 18-512_ and
12 section 2 of this act authorizing a municipality to  establish
13 separate storm water fees and implement storm water manacgement
14 brograms shall be applicable only to cities of the metropolitag;
15 primary, or first class which are required by federal law ta
16 develop, establigh, and implement storm water management programs
17 and gecure a gtorm water discharge wermit under the Nationa;
18 Pollytant Discharge Elimination Svstem.
19 dec. 12. 1In addition to other powers authorized by law,
290 the board of directors of a natural resources digstrict encompassing
21 & city of the metropolitan, primary, or first clasg that ig
22 regquired by federal law to develop, establish, and implement storm
23 water management programs and secure a gterm water discharge permit
24 under _the National Peollutant Discharge EBlimination System may
25 gstablish and implement storm water management prodrams and,
26 projects within the distriet and fund the capital improvements and:
27 the coperation and maintenance costs of such storm _water management’

-0-
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1 programs  and projects by making a special levy not subject to levy

2 limitatjons specified in gection 77-3442 and not exceeding three

3 cents on each one hundred dollars, upon the taxable value of all

4 taxahle property in the digtrict, and may aleso igsue bondg of the

5 district payable exclusively from such levy., Any funds raised from

6 such levy shall be placed in a geparate fund and shall not be used

7 for any purpogse other than storm water mmanagement programs and ;

8 rrojects and the retirement of such bonda.

9 Bec. 13. PSection 77-3442, Reissue Revised Statutes of :
10 Nebraska, is amended to yead:

11 77-3442. (1) Property tax levies for the support of
12 local governments for fiscal years beginning on or after July 1,
13 1998, shall be limited to the amounts set forth in this section
14 except as provided in section 77-3444.

15 (2} (a) Except as provided in subdivision (2) (b) of thisg.
16 section, wochool districts and multiple-district school systems may
17 levy a maximum levy of (i) one dollar and five cents per one
is hundred dollars of taxable wvaluation of property subject to the
19 levy for fiscal yeare 2003-04 and 2004-05 and (ii) cne dollar per
20 one hundred dollars of taxable valuation of property subject to the
21 levy for all fiscal years except fiscal yvears 2003~-04 and 2004-05.
22 Exeluded from this limitation are amounts levied to pay for gums
23 agreed to be paid by a school district to certificated employees in
24 exchange for =a woluntary termination of employment and amounts
25 levied to pay for special building funds and sinking funds:
26 established for projects commenced prior to Apxil 1, 1996, for,

27 construction, expangion, or alteration of school disgtrigt.

-10~-
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1 buildings. For purposes of thir subsection, commenced meang any
2 action taken by the school board on the record which commits the
3 board to expend district funds ip planning, constructing, or
4 carrying out the project.
5 (b) Federal aid school districts may exceed the maximum
6 levy prescribed by subdivision (2)(a) of this section only to the
7 extent necessary to qualify to receive federal aid pursuant to
8 Title VIIT of Public Law 103-382, as such title existed on
9 September 1, 2001. For purposes of this subdivision, federal aid
10 school district means any school district which receives ten
11 percent or more of the revenue for its general fund budget from
12 federal government sources pursuant to Title VIIXI of Public Law
13 103-382, as such title existed on %eptember 1, 2001.
14 (¢} Beginning with school £iscal year 2002-03 through
15 school fiscal year 2004-05, school districts and multiple-district
16 school systems may, upon a three-fourths majority vote of the
17 school board of the school district, the board of the unified
18 gystem, or the sachool board of the high school district of the
19 multiple-district school system that igs not a unified syatem,
20 eéxceed the maximum levy prescribed by subdivision (2) (a) of this
21 section in an amount equal to the net difference between the amount
22 of state aid that would have been provided under the Tax Equity and
23 Educational Opportunities Support Act without the changes made by
24 Laws 2002, LE 898, for the ensuing school fiscal year for the’
a5 school district or multiple-district school system and the amount.
26 provided under the act as amended by Laws 2002, LB 898, The State
27

Department of Education shall certify to the school districts and

—11._
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1 multiple-district school syatems the amount by which the maximum
2 levy may be exceeded pursuant to subdivision (2)(¢) of this section
3 on or before May 15, 2002, for school fiscal Year 2002-03, June 30,
4 2003, for school fiszcal year 2003-04, and February 15, 2004, for
5 achool fiszcal year 2004-05.
& (3) Community colleges may levy a maximum levy on each
7 one hundred dollars of taxable property subjiect to the levy of
8 seven ceents for f£iscal year 2000-01 and each fisecal year
9 thereafter, plus amounts allowed under subsection (7) of section
10 85-1536.01.
11 (4) Watuwedl In addition te the levy provided in  section
12 1l of this act, naturxal resources districts may levy a maximnum levy
i3 of four and one-half cents per one hundred dollars of taxable
14 valuation of property subject to the levy,
15 (5) Bducational service units may levy a maximum levy of
16 one and one-half cents per one hundred dollars of taxable valuation
17 of property subject to the levy.
18 (6) (2) Incorporated cities and villages which are not
1% within the boundariez of a municipal county may levy a maximum levy
20 of forty-five cents per one hundred dollars of taxable valuation of
21 broperty subject to the levy plus an additional five cents per one
22 hundred dollars of taxable valuation to provide financing for the
23 municipality's ghare of revenue required wunder an agreement or
24 agreements executed pursuant to the Interlocal Cooperation Act or
25 the Joint Public Agency BAct. The maximum levy ghall inelude
26 amounte levied to pay for sums to support a library pursuant to
27 fection 51-201, muaseum pursuant to section 51-501, vieiting

_12-
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1 comrunity nurse, home health nursé, or home health agency pursuant
2 to section 71-1637, or statue, memorial, or monument purguant to
3 gsection 80-202,
4 {b) Incorporated cities and villages which are within the
5 boundaries of a municipal cdunty may levy a maximum levy of ninetﬁ
e cents per one hundred dollars of taxable valuation of property
7 subject to the levy. The maximum levy shall include amounts paid
8 te a mmicipal county for county services, amounts levied to pay
9 for sums to support a library purguant to section 51-201, a museum
10 pursuant to section 51-501, a vigiting community nurse, home health
11 nurse, orx home health agency pursuant to section 71-1637, or a
12 statue, memorial, or monument pursuant to section 80-202.
i3 (7) Sanitary and improvement districts which have been in
14 exigtence for more than five years may levy a maximum levy of forty
15 cents per one hundred dollars of taxable valuation of property
16 subject to the levy, and sanitary and improvement districts which
17 have been in exiastence for five years or less shall not have a .
18 maximum levy. Unconsolidated sanitary and improvement districts
19 which have been in existence for more than five years and are
20 located in a municipal county may levy a maximum of eighty-five
21 cents per hundred dollargs of taxable valuation of property subject
22 to the levy.
23 (8) Counties may levy or authorize a maximum levy of
24 fifty cents per one hundred dollars of taxable wvaluation of
25 property subject to the levy, except that five cents per one
26 hundred dellars of taxable valuation of property subject to the
27 levy may only be levied to provide financing for the county's share

-13-
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1 of revenue required under an agreement or agreements executed
2 pursuant to the Interloeal Cooperation Act or the Joint Fublic
3 Agency Act., The maximum levy shall include amounts levied to pay
4 for sumz to support a library pursuant to section 51-201 Or museum
5 rursuant to section S51-501. The county may allocate up to fifteen
6 cents of its authority to other political subdivisionz subject to
7 allocation of property tax authority wnder subsection (1) of
8 section 77-3443 and not specifically covered in thig section to
9 levy taxes as authorized by law which do not collectively exceed
10 fifteen cents per cne hundred deollars of taxable valuation on any
11 parcel or iteﬁ of taxable property, The county may allocate to one
12 or more other political subdivisions subject to allocation of
13 Property tax authority by the county under subgection (1) of
14 section 77~3443 some or all of the county's five cents per one
15 hundred dollars of valuation authorized for support of an agreement
16 Or agreements to be levied by the political subdivigion for the
17 purpose of supporting that political subdiviszion's share of revenue
1B required under an agreement or agreements executed pursuant to the
19 Interlocal Cooperation Ac¢t or the Joint Public Agency aAct. If an
20 allocation by a county would cause another county to exceed its
21 levy authority under this section, the second county may exceed the
22 levy authority in order to levy the amount allocated.
23 (9) Municipal counties may levy or auvthorize a maximum
24 levy of one dollar per one hundred dollars of taxable valuation of
25 property subject to the levy. The munieipal county may allocate
26 levy authority te any political subdivision or entity subject to
27 allocation under section 77-3443.

~14=-
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(10) Property tax levies for judgments, except judgments
or orders from the Commiggion of Industrial Relations, obtained
against a political subdivision which require or obligate a
political subdivision to pay such judgment, to the extent such
judgment is not paid by liability insurance coverage of a political
gubdivision, for preexisting lease-purchase contracts approved
prior to July 1, 1998, for bonded indebtedness approved according:

to law and secured by a levy on property, and for payments by a

public airport to retire interest-free loane from the Department of"

Aeronautics in 1lieu of bonded indebtedness at a lower cost to the
public airport are not included in the levy limits established by
this section.

(11) The limitations on tax levies provided ip this
section are to include all other general or special levies provided
by law. Notwithstanding other provigions of law, the only
exceptions teo the limits in this section are those provided by orx
authorized by asectiong 77-3442 to 77-3444.

(12} Tax leviesg in exvess of the limitatione in this
gection ghall be considered unauthorized Ilevies under section
77-1606 unless approved under =ection 77-3444,

(13) For purposes of sections 77-3442 to 77-3444,
political subdivision means a political subdivision of this state
and a county agricultural society.

Sea. 14. If any section of this act or any part of any
section is declared invalid or unconstitutional, the declaration
shall not affect the validity or congtitutionality of the remaining

portions.

_15_
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Sec. 15. Original sectiong 2-3225, 18-501 to 18-505,
18-507 to 18-510, and 77-3442, Reissue Revised Statutes of

Nebraska, are repealed.”.
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Nebraska’s Natural
Resources Districts

e

2004 Legislative Conterence

Embassy Suites, Lincoln, January 27 — 28, 205‘—1-— -

The Nebraska Association of Resources
Districts, along with Nebraska’s 23 state wide
Districts, who work cliligcntlg in assisting and
aclclrcssing natural resource concerns in their
respective districts extend this invitation to
attend our 2004 Legslative Mccting. This

yea Fs conference wﬁ feature lcgjslativc spea k-
ers, sessions and activities that are sure to

keep attendees informed of issues Pcrtincnt

‘ to Ncbraska’s natural resources.

Tucsdag

Pari:icipatc in the NARD Legslative process
and Positions onle 'slativc%i”s. State Sena-
tors and other kcg aac{crs will be spcaking on
current issues. Tucsdag will include a Senators
Rcccption at the Embassg Suites.

chlncsclay

A day of concurrent sessions that are sure to
be og interest to directors, NRD staff, and
agency staff persons. We're Planning Plcntg

or variety in each session, rovicling somcthing
of interest for everyone. C?ontinuing Educa-
tion Units will be awarded for aPProPriatc
session. Michael Tefft, NRD’s Financial
Reprcscntativc will hold a three hour uPclate
session the NRD Emplogce retirement pro-

gram.

B U B B e s i M

e

Motel Information

A block of slccping rooms has been reserved at: %
the Embassg Suites with a room rate of $119 for ‘
singlc or double occupancy. included in this
rateis a complcmcntarg two-hour cocktail )
rcccition Monclag evening, and a complcmen- b
targ uffet with cook to order breakfast each
morning, These room rates are available until [
January 5, 2004 Make your reservations soon § -
402/474-1111 or 1-800-EMBASSY and request £
the NARD room block. :

chistration Information

The regjstration form is located on the last
age o%this letter. Regjstration deadline is
Fréag January 16, 2004. “Walk-In” regjstra-
tions will be an additional $25 fee per person.
Cancellations after January oth will be subject b

to a $25 processing fee. No refunds will be
awarded after January 22, 2004.

In This Letter

+ Times and location of Managers, NARD
Board and Staff meetings.

+ Tentative conference agcncla.

+ Hotel information.

s Regstration Information.




Tentative Agcnc/a
Monc/a_y Janua(yZof. 2004

1:00 ~4:00 p.m. NRD Managers Meeting, Lower Platte South NRD
NARD chis|ativc Committee to meet immcdiatclg Fo”owing, Lower Platte South NRD
1:00 NRD Staff Information & Education Meeting, F:mbassg Suites
ﬁlcsdaﬂ January 27, 2004
Embassy Suites

750 a.m.

8:00

9:00

215

10:00
12:00 p-m.
130

5:00

5:30

7:00

’7:50 a.m.

8:00

8:00 ~ 11:00

NARD Fiscal P!anning & Budgct Committee Breakfast Meeting

NARD Native Vegetation and Forestry Subcommittee Breakfast Meeting
Regjstration

Opcning Rcmarks, Governor Mike Johanns (invitcd)

Water Policg Task Force Updatc

Framing chjslative Issues and Discussion of Proposccl chis|ation of Interest
Luncheon, Senator Schrock (invited)

Caucus

Actionon ProPoscd chislation

Rcccption with Senators

Meeting with your Senator(s) - on your own.

chncsc/ay Janua/y 28, 2004
Embassg Suites

NARD and NRD Staff lnformation & Education Committee Breakfast Mccting
NARD Program and Planning Committee Breakfast Meeting

ch’stration

Visit Senators and their staff at the Capitol Building -~ OPtional




8:30 -~ 9:15

9:20 ~10:05
10:20 ~11:05
110 - 1155
12:00 p-m-

1130 ~ 4:50

150

130

130

Concurrent Sessions

USDA Conservation Programs uPdatc
Don Thobor, NRCS

Bacteria Monitoring Project,
Fat O’Brien, NDEQ
Pesticide Monitoring Project,
Craig Romary, N $A and Dick Efrman, NARD

NRD Computcr thwor\cing, TBA

Conservation Sccuritg Program
Steve Chick, NRCS

Statewide Ground Water Quality Monitoring
Dick Ehrman, NARD

Ground Water Level Monitoring Program
Mark Burbac/r, UNL

staff Dcvc|oPmcnt, TBA

NRD’s Utilizing GIS/GPS, Part |

In~Situ Nitrate Treatment of Ground Water
Dr. Roy ?a/a’frg CINL

chional Water Systems
Jackie .Stumloﬁg NDEQ

NRD Office Imaging, TBA

NRD’s Utilizing GIS/GPS, Part 1l
NDEQ Livestock Waste chis|ation
Dennis Heitmann, NDEQ
Watershed/Lake/Communit ~Based Planning
John Bender and Pau. Brakﬁagc, NDEQ

CREP/FSA,  TBA

Luncheon, Senator Wehrbien (invited)

NRD Insurance and Retirement Program updatcs
NARD Board of Directors Meeting

Dcpartmcnt of Natural Resources Commission Meeting

Pallid Sturgeon Studg GrouP Mccting




