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May 29, 2003, South Sioux City Star - Picture of Dakota and Thurston Counties Earth 
and Arbor Day (note staff member Kelly Fravel) 
May 30, 2003, Omaha World Herald Article - Buyouts to ease Cole Creek fear - The 
city will begin making offers soon to help residents move out of the path of likely 
flooding. 
June 10, 2003, Omaha World Herald Article - War brews over water rights near 
drought-plagued Big Mac 
June 1 1,2003, Burt County Plaindealer Article - No opening set at Summit Lake 
June 12,2003, Omaha World Herald Article - Judge dismisses major water suit 
June 17, 2003, Omaha World Herald Article - Omaha center will recycle household 
hazardous waste. A new building to dispose of such materials as paint and pesticides 
will be in operation by next spring. 
June 18, 2003, Omaha World Herald Article - Dike project could end ice jams in river. 
Cabin owners will have to move or elevate their homes. 
June 18, 2003, Environmental Health Perspectives News Release - Low Sperm Count, 
Quality in Rural Areas Tied to Herbicides, Pesticides (this article was contributed by 
Director Melissa Gardner) 
June 19,2003, Omaha World Herald Editorial - Cleaning out the garage. A hazardous 
waste recycling facility is long-awaited good news. 
June 20,2003, Omaha World Herald Article - City has extra $1 million for Cole Creek 
buyouts. 
June 22, 2003, Omaha World Herald Editorial - Move ahead on merger. Responsive 
government should focus on what’s best for taxpayers, not bureaucracies. 
June 27,2003, Omaha World Herald Article - Neighbors’ views help shape park. 
July 1, 2003, Omaha World Herald Article - Plan would clear up water problems. A 
firm suggests forming a water district for Louisville, South Bend and Ashland. 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY 

H I ST 0 R I C AL ASS 0 C I AT I 0 N 

June 18,2003 

Papio-Missouri Natural Resources District 
% Mr. Steve Oltmans 
8901 S. 154fh Street 
Omaha, NE 681 38 

Dear Mr. Oltmans: 

On behalf of the board of Directors, staff and members of the Washington county Historical 
Association, I want to extend to you a heartfelt thank you for your most generous support of our 
Lewis and Clark Monument project. 

To this, I add my personal thank you as I understand in these uncertain economic times, with the 
competition for donations to so many worthwhile and wonderful projects, how significant your gift 
truly is. Your generosity contributed greatly to the success of our project. In some small way, I 
hope that I have conveyed the appreciation that we feel for your support of this project. 



June 18,2003 

r - ~~ 

GREATER OMAHA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Steve Oltmans 
Papio-Missouri NRD 
8901 South 154th 
Omaha,NE 68138 

Dear Steve: 

I would like to thank you for taking the time to meet with the Select Tour consultants for 
the “Publich’rivate Partnerships” lunch at the First National Bank on June 1 2th. The turn 
out from our public and private sector was impressive, and the city skyline view was 
spectacular . 

The consultants saw that Omaha is a wonderful place to live, work and raise a family. 
This confirmed our community’s strong commitment to public/private partnerships and 
the great relationships the public and private sectors have with one another. Overall, this 
year’s tour has scored a 4.9 rating of a possible 5, based on the evaluations received from 
the consultants! 

Again, thank you for your participation and support. 

Sincerely, 

Rod Moseman 
Vice President, Economic Development 
Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce 

1301 HARNEY ST. 

OMAHA NE 68 102-8 104 
402-346-5000 
FAX: 40 2-3 4 6- 7 0 5 0 



June 2003 
Information & Education Report 

Information 

Updated web site pages 

Began work on Summer 2003 SPECTRUM 
Continued work on Back to the River Slide Program 
Worked on I&E budget for FY 2004 
Continued work on updated “Nebraska’s Natural Resouces Districts” brochure 
Researched and ordered digital camers for project managers 

Helped host HHW Collection and Recycling Center Groundbreaking 
Helped host Big Papio Trail/Towl Park Dedication 
Completed aerial photography of NRD projects 

Education 
Presented Nature Trail Program to Kindercare group. 
Presented program to Creighton Univ. Latina Academy 
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BEFORE THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF NEBRASKA 

THE CENTRAL NEBRASKA PUBLIC 
POWER AND IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
(Centra1)P.O. Box 7 4 0  
Holdrege, NE 6 8 9 4 9- 0 7 4 0 ,  

Compl a inant, 

vs . 

The persons identified as 
registered irrigation well 
owners located in the Platte 
River watershed as listed in 
the Department of Natural 
Resources' database upstream 
of Central's Diversion Dam, 

Respondents. 

COMPLAINT AGAINST UNPERMITTED 
DIVERSIONS 

Complainant, The Central Nebraska Public Power and 

Irrigation District (Central) alleges: 

1. This complaint is filed pursuant to the Department of 

Natural Resources' (Department) "Rules of Practice and 

Procedures", Nebraska Administrative Code Title 454, Chapter 5 

"Contested Cases", Section 5.001 "Complaint". 

for and was granted the appropriations listed on the attached 

Exhibit "A", Water Rights Summary. 

Department prohibiting unpermitted diversions from the Platte 

River and its tributaries. 

Central applied 

Central seeks an Order of the 

2 .  The violations complained of are unpermitted diversions 

of the waters of the Platte River and its tributaries by the 

persons identified as registered irrigation well owners located 



f ' 

in the Platte River watershed, as listed in the Department's 

database, upstream of Central's diversion dam, which is located 

in the NWX of Section 8, Township 13 North, Range 29, West of the 

6th P.M. in Lincoln County, Nebraska. 

3 .  The persons identified in paragraph 2, at the locations 

identified in paragraph 2, are diverting the waters of the Platte 

River and its tributaries without having first sought and 

obtained appropriations from the Department of Natural Resources 

pursuant to law. 

4. Central is a political subdivision of the State of 

Nebraska, organized pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §70-601, et seq. 

(Reissue 1996), governed by a Board of Directors elected from 

Keith, Lincoln, Dawson, Gosper, Phelps, Kearney and Adams 

Counties. Attached, marked "Figure 1" is a map showing the 

location of the principal features of Central's project, and the 

geographic area from which directors are elected. 

5 .  Central owns and operates a system of reservoirs, 

canals and laterals utilized for purposes of hydro-power 

production, delivery of irrigation water, recreation and 

environmental enhancement. 

6. The principal feature of Central's system is Lake 

McConaughy, an onstream storage reservoir located on the North 

Platte River in Keith and Garden Counties, with the right to 

store 2,000,000 acre feet of water. Attached is "Figure 2 " ,  

showing the watershed of the Platte River in Nebraska upstream of 

- 2 -  



Central’s diversion dam, upon which Central relies for water 

supply for public use. 

7. Central is the largest irrigation district in Nebraska, 

providing irrigation water to about 112,000 acres during the 2002 

irrigation season. 

8. Central owns and operates the Jeffrey, Johnson No. 1 

and Johnson No. 2 hydroelectric generating plants, which produce 

a maximum of 64 MW. 

9. Pursuant to contract, Central stores and releases water 

for the Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD), which provides 

cooling for the Gerald Gentleman Power Station, a 1,400 mw coal- 

fired electric generating plant, Nebraska‘s largest, and the 

Canday Steam Plant, a 119 MW gas-fired electric generating plant. 

Storage for NPPD also provides irrigation water for about 75,000 

acres. 

10. Central operates its project pursuant to a license 

issued by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission in 1998, which 

includes provisions for environmental enhancement, principally 

the storage of 10% of non-irrigation season inflows to Lake 

McConaughy in an environmental account, to be released for 

instream uses, as directed by the United States Fish and Wildlife 

Service. 

11. Recreation features of Central’s system, among other 

facilities, include Lake McConaughy, Lake Ogallala, Jeffrey Lake, 

-3- 



Johnson Lake and Elwood Reservoir. Recreation at Central‘s 

facilities includes more than one million visitor days per year. 

12. The Central project represents an investment of 

hundreds of millions of dollars of public resources in the 

infrastructure and works of public improvement necessary to 

provide the multiple public uses Central maintains, and in 

reliance on the appropriations described in Exhibit ”A”. 

13. The unpermitted diversions upstream of Central’s 

diversion dam represent a deprivation of water which would 

otherwise be available for diversion pursuant to Central‘s 

appropriations, as described in Exhibit “A”. 

14. The Nebraska Constitution provides, in Article XV, 

Section 4: “Water A Public Necessity. The necessity of water for 

domestic use and for irrigation purposes in the State of Nebraska 

is hereby declared to be a natural want.” The Constitution also 

provides: “Section 5. Use of Water Dedicated to People. The use 

of the water of every natural stream within the state of Nebraska 

is hereby dedicated to the people of the state for beneficial 

purposes, subject to the provisions of the following section. 

Section 6 .  Right to Divert Unappropriated Waters. The right to 

divert unappropriated waters of every natural stream for 

beneficial use shall never be denied except when such denial is 

demanded by the public interest. Priority of appropriation shall 

give the better right as between those using the water for the 

same purpose . . . I ‘  

- 4 -  



15 .  The unpermitted irrigation diversions complained of 

herein are in violation of the Nebraska Constitution, and the law 

of Nebraska. 

16. The Department of Natural Resources .has jurisdiction 

over this controversy pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §61- 

206(1) (Cum.Supp. 2002). 

17. The unpermitted diversions complained of herein cause 

an average annual depletion of approximately 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  acre feet 

which would otherwise be available for use pursuant to Central's 

appropriations as described in Exhibit 'A". This amount of 

depletion is roughly equal to the total quantity of water 

delivered to Central's irrigators for an average irrigation 

season. 

18. The depletions caused by the unpermitted diversions 

complained of herein include average annual reductions in 

streamflow of all Platte River tributaries located upstream of 

Central's diversion dam, specifically including, but not limited 

to, an average annual depletion of approximately 15,000 acre feet 

from Pumpkin Creek (sometimes known as Pumpkinseed Creek), a 

study of which is attached as Exhibit 'B". 

WHEREFORE, Central prays that each of the Respondents 

identified in paragraph 2 be ordered to cease unpermitted 

diversions, and that Central's appropriations described in 

Exhibit "A" be declared prior and superior to the unpermitted 

-5-  



diversions identified in paragraph 2, and that the Department 

take all necessary and appropriate actions to protect Central's 

appropriations described in Exhibit "A", from the unpermitted 

diversions identified in paragraph 2, and that the Department 

take all necessary and appropriate actions to enforce the 

regulation of unpermitted diversions. 

THE CENTRAL NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER 
AND IRRIGATION DISTRICT, 
Complainant 

Michael C. Kleid #15428 
Of: Anderson, Klein, Peterson 

& Swan 
417 East Avenue, P.O. Box 133 
Holdrege, NE 68949-0133 
Phone (308) 995-4458 
Its Attorneys 

-6- 



WATER RIGHTS SUMMARY 

(- 

Prepared for 

Michael A. Drain, P.E. 
Civil Engineering Supervisor 

and 
Michael C. Klein, Esq. 

Legal Counsel 

June 4,2003 

THE CENTRAL NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER 
AND IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

Holdrege, Nebraska 

Exhibit "A" 



THE CENTRAL NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER AND IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
Holdrege, Nebraska 

WATER RIGHT SUMMARY 
(June 4,2003) 

IRRIGATION 

STORAGE USE 
Central has 126,494.6 acres of storage use water rights approved. (See attached Storage and Storage 
Use Application listing) . 

NATURAL FLOW 
Central has 125,728.2 acres of natural flow water rights approved. (See attached Natural Flow 
Application listing) 

TRANSFERS 
Since SeDtember 2002. one water right transfer has been approved. On June 2, 2003, Central's Board of 
Directors'approved transfer requests03-1 through 03-7, a transfer of 684.9 acres. The revised pages for 
Central's water right Project Map No. 15584 will then be sent to the Nebraska Department of Natural 

. Resources (DNR). The reporting of 2003 transfers to DNR is required prior to April 1,2004. 

POWER 

All water rights for power use are approved. (See attached Power Use Application listing) 

INSTREAM USE FOR FISH & WILDLIFE 

INSTREAM USE 
Central has 215,000 acre-feet of instream use water rights approved. (See attached Storage and Storage 
Use Application listing) 

INCIDENTAL UNDERGROUND WATER STORAGE USE 

All water rights for incidental underground water storage use are approved. (See attached Incidental 
Underground Water Storage Use listing) 

(6/4/2003d1) 
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THE CENTRAL NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER AND IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
Holdrege. Nebraska 

APPROVED STORAGE AND STORAGE USE WATER RIGHTS 

Number Source 
Priority_ Provisional Irrisated Point of 

Diversion - Use - Date - Grant Acreme 

A-2374 North Platte River Storage 1934-04-27 1,782,500 AF - S3-T14-R38 
(Lake McConaughy Storage) 

(Elwood Reservoir Storage) 

(Storage Use - Supply, E-65 and Phelps Canals) 

(Storage Use - Supply Canal) 

S3-TI 4-R38 A-2374R North Platte River Storage 1934-04-27 40,500 AF -I-- 

A-3476 Lake McConaughy Supp. Irrig. 1941 -07-28 -- 

A-3620 Lake McConaughy Supp. Irrig. 1941 -07-28 --- 

76,908.7 0 S8-T13-R29 

607.4 0 S8-T13-R29 

A-3823 Lake McConaughy Supp. lrrig. 1941-07-28 I- 445.8 0 S8-T13-R29 
(Storage Use - Supply and E-65 Canals) 

(Storage Use - Supply and E-67 Canals) 
A-4656 Lake McConaughy Supp. Irrig. 1941 -07-28 ---- 1,103.5 0 S8-T13-R29 

A-5024 Lake McConaughy Supp. lrrig. 1952-09-1 3 _---_ 12,358.7 S13-T14-R34 
(Storage Use - North Platte Canal) 

(Storage Use - E-67 Canal) 
A-5278 Lake McConaughy Supp. lrrig. 1953-04-22 ----- 4,438.2 0 S8-T13-R29 

A-6474 Lake McConaughy Supp. lrrig. 1954-07-21 ----- 4,998.2 0 S18-T14-R36 
(Storage Use - Keith-Lincoln Canal) 

A-6474R Lake McConaughy Supp. Irrig. 1954-07-21 -_- 86.0 0 S13-T14-R34 
(Storage Use - North Platte Canal) 

(Storage Use - Suburban Canal) 

(Storage Use - Paxton-Hershey Canal) 

(Storage Use - Supply and E-65 Canals) 

(Storage Use - Supply, E-65, E-67 and Phelps Canals) 

(Storage Use - Supply, E-65, E-67 and Phelps Canals) 

(Storage Use - Lisco Canal) 

A-6475 Lake McConaughy Supp. lrrig. 1954-07-21 ---- 7,152.9 SI2-T14-R33 

A-6476 Lake McConaughy Supp. Irrig. 1954-07-21 7,357.5 S18-T14-R33 

A-771 6 Lake McConaughy Supp. Irrig. 1955-06-25 -____ 563.0 0 S8-T13-R29 

A-9673 Lake McConaughy Supp. lrrig. 1958-1 2-24 -- 10,713.3 0 SB-T13-R29 

A-10282 Lake McConaughy Supp. Irrig. 1964-01-20 -_--- 3,143.0 0 S8-T13-R29 

A-16519 Lake McConaughy Supp. Irrig. 1986-08-21 --- 2,483.2 S14-T18-R47 

A-17111 Lake McConaughy Supp. Irrig. 1992-03-30 -- 27,730.0 O S8-TI 3-R29 
(Storage Use - Supply, E-65, E-67 and Phelps Canals) 

(Storage Use - E-65 and Phelps Canals - out-of-basin) 

(Lake McConaughy Storage) 

Quantity of water diverted limited to 3.62 acre-feet per acre per annum. 
Quantity of water diverted limited to 3.62 acre-feet per acre per annum inside the Platte River basin 
and limited to 3.19 acre-feet per annum outside the Platte River basin. 

Irrigation acreage of 4,998.2 includes the 86.0 acres shown for A-6474R. 

A-171 12 Lake McConaughy Supp. Irrig. 1992-03-30 --I 841.7 0 S8-T13-R29 

A-1 7695 Kingsley Reservoir (A-2374) . lnstream Use 1998-08-28 21 5,000 AF NIA NIA 

0 
0 

0 
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THE CENTRAL NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER AND IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
Holdrege, Nebraska 

APPROVED NATURAL FLOW WATER RIGHTS 

Number Source 
Priority Provisional Irrigated - Dintof 

- Use - Date - Grant Acreage Diversion 

D-754R Clear Creek Irrig. 1893-05-30 4.98 cfs 348.1 S32-Tl6-R41 
(Natural Flow - Clear Creek Canal) 

A-1111 Clear Creek Irrig. 1911-07-05 0.14 CfS 10.0 S29-T13-R29 
(Natural Flow - Barber Canal) 

A-2355 Platte River Irrig. 1934-01-13 629.80 CfS 86,211.4 O S8-T13-R29 
(Natural Flow - E-65 and Phelps Canals) 

A-10280 Platte River Irrig. 1964-01-20 580.80 CfS 39,516.8 0 S8-T13-R29 
(Natural Flow - Supply, E-65, E-67 and Phelps Canals) 

A-10281 Platte River Irrig. 1964-01-20 629.80 cfs 86,211.4 0 S8-T13-R29 
(Natural Flow - E-65 and Phelps Canals) 

0 

0 

A-2355 & A-10281, Diversion authorized at a rate of 1 cfs for every 136 acres. 
Quantity of water diverted limited to 3.07 acre-feet per acre per annum. 
A-10280, Diversion authorized at a rate of 1 cfs for every 68 acres. 
Quantity of water diverted limited to 3.07 acre-feet per acre per annum. 
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THE CENTRAL NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER AND IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
Holdrege, Nebraska 

APPROVED POWER USE WATER RIGHTS 

Number 
Prioritv Provisional lrrinated Point of 

Use - Date ‘Grant Acreage Diversion Source - 
A-2354 Platte River Power 1934-04-27 1,500 cfs ----- S8-T13-R29 

(Jeffrey, J-1 81 J-2 Power plants at 330 ft. head) 

A-3474 Platte River Power 1941 -07-28 _--- -_--- S8-T13-R29 
(Increased Jeffrey, J-1 & J-2 power head 48.32 feet) 

A-3475 Lake McConaughy Supp. Power 1941-07-28 500,000 AF -_-- S8-T13-R29 
(Use 500,000 AF of storage for Power Generation) 

----- S8-T13-R29 A-4674 Platte River Power 1950-05-1 1 700 cfs 
(Jeffrey, J-1 & J-2 Power plants) 

A-15923 North Platte River Power 1981 -07-1 0 5,720 cfs ----- S3-T14-R38 
(Kingsley Power plant) 
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THE CENTRAL NEBRASKA PUBLIC POWER AND IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
Holdrege, Nebraska 

APPROVED INCIDENTAL UNDERGROUND WATER STORAGE & 
RECOVERY WATER RIGHTS 

Area Number - 
u -2 Gosper, Phelps and 

Kearney Counties in 
Nebraska 

Over 680,000 acres 
overlie that portion of 
the groundwater 
reservoir which has 
been recharged by 
Central's project 

Included 
Included ADDroDriations Point of 

Appropriations Prioritv Date Properties Diversion 

A-2355 
A-2374R 
A-3476 
A-3620 
A-3823 
A-4656 
A-5278 
A-7716 
A-9673 
A-10280 
A-10281 
A-10282 

The priority date The provisional grant The point of 
for each lncluded allowed each lncluded diversion for each 

Appropriation Appropriation I is ted lncluded 
listed shall not be shall not be altered nor Appropriation 

changed. shall the rate, quantity or listed shall not be 
time of surface water changed. 
diversion for each be 
increased from that 

existing on the filing date 
of Application U-2. 

u-12 Lincoln, Dawson and 
Frontier Counties in 
Nebraska 

Over 339,000 acres 
overlie that portion of 
the groundwater 
reservoir which has 
been recharged by 
Central's project 

A-2354 
A-2355 

A-2374R 
A-3475 
A-3476 
A-3620 
A-3823 
A-4656 
A4674 
A-5278 
A-77 1 6 
A-9673 
A-10280 
A-10281 
A-10282 

The priority date The provisional grant The point of 
for each lncluded allowed each lncluded diversion for each 

Appropriation Appropriation I i s ted lncluded 
listed shall not be shall not be altered nor Appropriation 

changed. shall the rate, quantity or listed shall not be 
time of surface water changed. 
diversion for each be 
increased from that 

existing on the filing date 
of Application U-12. 
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STREAMFLOW DECLINES CAUSED BY GROUNDWATER DEVEU)PMENT 
INPUMPKINCREEKBASIN 

Michael A Drain', P.E. 

ABSTRACT: Groundwater development in can caw declines in the amount of surface water flow in hydrologically 
connected streams. This paper looks at the F'umpkin Creek watershed in western Nebraska as an example of 
s t r e d o w  declines caused by groundwater development. The Pumpkin Creek wate&ed has very limited water 
resources, with low average precipitation and limited aquifer supplies. Groundwater use in the alluvial aquifm of the 
Pumpkin Creek watershed has increased dramatically over the last several decades. As a consequence of the 
groundwater development, Pumpkin Creek has expenmaxi a reduction in surface water diversions, a reduction in 
annual basin outnows, and an increase in the occurrence of zerO-now days. 
KEYTERMS: streamflow declines; sh-eamfow depletions; groundwater development; Pumpkin ckeek 

INTRODUCTION 

Groundwater development in alluvial aquifers, or other aquifers that are hydrologically connected to streams, can 
cause declines in the amount of surface water flow in the streams. This paper looks at the exampIe of the Pumpkin 
Creek watershed in western Nebraska, where it is hypothesized that groundwater development of hydrologically 
connected aquifer supplies has resulted in stream flow declines. The data and trends presented in the paper support 
this hypothesis. 

PUIVll'm CREEK WATERSHED 

The pumpkin Creek watershed is located in the "panhandle" of western Nebraska, extending approximately fiom 
the Nebraska-Wyoming state line east to Bridgeport, Nebraska F'umph Creek is a tributary to the North Platte 
River, which is itselfa tributary to the Platte River. 

Rocky Mountains, with average annual precipitation of approximately 15 to 17 inches per year (Nebraska Department 
of Natural Resources, 2002). The Pumpkin Creek watershed is underlain by little to no appreciable aquifer throughout 
much of its extent. The only aquifer supplies of any real utility are located in "fractures" in the underlying bedrock, and 
in the thin alluvial deposits along Pumpkin (=reek, its tributaries, and draws (Cannia, 2001). The only source of water 
input to the Pumpkin Creek watershed comes from precipitation occurring within the watershed, there are no surface 
water or groundwater innows, either naturally or artificially ocmrring, originating h m  outside the basin. 

The Pumpkin Creek watershed is composed predominately of non-irrigated rangeland, with a limited but growing 
number of irrigated croplands primarily located in the vicinity of F'umpkin Creek, its tributaries, and draws. 

The Pumpkin Creek watershed has very limited water resources. The watershed lies in the "rain shad& of the 

GROUNDWATER DEVELOPMENT 

Development of groundwater resources in the Pumpkin Creek watershed has increased steadily and extenSiveb'. 
Most development has been the drilling of wells for higation, although there have been a small number of wells for 
industrial, domestic, and l i v w  uses as well. The total number of registered wells has increased 6om 70 w e b  in 
1940 to !33 wells in 1998 (Nebraska Department of Natural Resources, 1999). A graph of the number of wells in the 
Pumpkin Creek watershed over time is given in Figure 1. As can be seen h m  the graph, the majority of groundwater 
development occurred after approximately 1960 to 1970, and occurred at an accelerated rate as compared to the rate of 
growth prior to that period. 

' Civil Engineering Supervisor, The Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District, PO Box 740,415 Lincoln 
Street, Holdrege, NE 68949, Phone: (308) 995-8601, F ~ K :  (308) 995-5705, E-Mail: mdrain@cnppid.com. 
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Registered Wells in Pumpkin Creek Watershed 
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Figure 1. Increasing Number of Wells in Pumpkin Creek Watershed Over Time 

STREAMFlLOW DECLWES 

S M o w s  in Pumpkin Creek have declined dramat idy  since appmximately the late 1960s to early 1970s. This 
decline in streamflow can be seen in each of the following a decrease in the amount of water available for diversion by 
surface-water appropriators; a decrease in total annual outflow kom the watershed, and an increase in the number of 
“zero flow“ days on Pumpkin Creek 

A number of small surfaewater irrigation projects and individual surfacewater irrigators use water diverted f b m  
Pumpkin Creek and its tributaries to irrigate their crops. These surface-water irrigators have seen a dramatic 
reduction in the supply available for diversion in recent years. One example of this loss of irrigation water supply is the 
Court House Rock CanaL A graph showing the decline in the Court House Rock Canal diversion (Nebraska 
Department of Water Resources, 1940-1999) over time is shown in F’igure 2. As can be seen from the graph, water 
available for diversion dropped &om a range of approximately 3,000 to 6,000 acrefeet per year in the period prior to the 
late 1960s to early 1970s, to less than 200 acrefet  in 1999. This particular canal is simcant because it is fairly senior 
in priority (meaning it has the right to surface water ahead of others when there is not enough supply for all surface 
water appropriators) and because it is located near the downstream end of the watershed on pumpkin Creek A 
declining water supply for Court House Rock Canal, which is so senior in priority and SO far downstream, suggests a 
declining irrigation-season surfacewater supply throughout most of the Pumpkin Creek watershed. 

The stream gauge for F’umpkin Creek at Bridgeport is located at the downstream end of the watershed, shortly 
before Pumpkin Creek empties into the North Platte River. As such, gauged flows for Pumpkin Creek at Bridgeport is 
a good indicator of total surface water outflows &om the watershed. A graph of pumpkin Creek annual streamflow over 
time is given in Figure 3. As can be seen fhm the graph, total annual streamflow in Pumpkin Creek CNebraska 
Department of Natural Resources, 2001) has declined from a range of approximately 20,000 to 30,000 acre-feet per year 
in the period prior to the late 1960s to early 1970s, to current levels of approximately 10,000 awefeet per year or less. 

Historically, F’umpkin Creek was a constantly flowing stream, receiving baseflow contributions b m  the adjoining 
alluvial a q d e r  on a continuous basis. Today, the stream is dry throughout much of its course. At the Pumpkin Creek 
stream gauge at Bridgeport, there was not a single day of “zero flow”, or no recorded flow, for the entire period of record 
from 1932 to 1974. From 1975 to 1998, however, there were 455 zereflow days on Pumpkin Creek, with one or more 
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zero-flow days occurring in 16 otu  of those 24 years. A graph showing the -.ilces of Pumpkin Creek zero-flow days 
(Nebraska Department of Natural Resources, 2001) by year is given in Figure 4. The re&= occurrence of zemflow 
days since the early 1970s is important because it is an indicator that the decline in Pumpkin Creek streamflow is the 
result of a decline in groundwater fed baseflows, which itself is an indicator of a decline in the water supply in the 

Court House Rock Canal 
-Diversion from Pumpkin Creak - 

- 

alluvialaqulfkr. 

F'igure 2. Declining Streamflow Available for Diversion at Court House Rock Canal 
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Pumpkin Creek Annual Streamflow 

Figure 3. Declining Total Annual Streamflow on Pumpkin Creek 
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"Zero Flow" Days on Pumpkin Creek 
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Figure 4. Increasing Occurrences of ZereFlow Days on Pumpkin Creek 

PRECIF'JTATION ANALYSIS 

To this point it has been demonstrated that there has been a dramatic decline in F'umpkb Creek streamflow, and 
that the decline conpsponds in time with a dramatic increase in groundwater development within the basin. It is still 
necessary, however, to compare the streamflow declines against watershed precipitation, to determine whether or not 
some of the -ow decline can be attributed to a decline in precipitation. To this end, two analyses are performed; 
a simple comparison of average annual precipitation for different time periods, and a doublemass-curve analysis of 
streamnow versus precipitation. 

Table 1 compares average precipitation in the pumpkin Creek area Nebraska Department of Natural Resour~es, 
2002) and average annual P u m p h  Creek streamflows (Nebraska Department of Natural Resouces, 20011 for two  
thirty-year periods, The two periods compared are the period from 1969-1998, which covers the time of declining 
pumpkin Creek streamflows, and the period from 1932 to 1961, which is the period of lowest average precipitation for 
the period of streamflow record prior to 1970. From the table it can be seen that although the period from 1969 to 1998 
had higher precipitation than the period tkom 1932 to 1961, the corresponding streamflows in Pumpkin Creek were 
much lower, discounting the possibility that the streamflow declines are the result of a long term drought 

. 
- 

Table 1. Precipitation and Streamflow Comparisons for Selected 30-Year Periods 

30-Year Period Average Annual A v e r a g e h n d  
Precipitition ( i n c ~ ~ ~ )  Streamflow (acre-feet) 

1932 to 1961 16.58 23,574 
1969 to 1998 17.02 11209 
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Because all water inputs L. Lie Pumpkin Creek watershed come from f ..&pitation within the watershed, and 
because the watershed is small and has limited aquifer storage space, it would be expected that a double mas m e  
analysis of cumulative s t r e d o w  and precipitation should show a nearly linear relationship. A graph of rxandative 
Pumpkin Creek streamflow (Nebraska Department of Natural Resources, 2001) and cumulative area precipitation 
(Nebraska Department of Natural Resoures, 2002) is given in F'igure 5. As can be seen in the graph, cumulative 
streamflow and precipitation for Pumpkin Creek have a h e a r  relationship until approximately 1970. Atter 
approximately 1970, however, the graphed relationship deviates downward from the pre-1970 linear relationship. This 
deviation h m  the linear relationship indicates that there was a fundamental change in the watershed Charackristics 
around approximately 1970 that has had an adverse ef€& on streamflow, and that the change was not in any way 
related to variability in precipitation Furthermore, because the plotted relationship continues to bend downward 
rather than establishing a new linear relationship with a lower dope, it can be concluded that watershed conditions 
have mntinued to degrade after appmxjmatdy 1970 to the detriment of streamflow. 

I 

Double Mass Curve Analysis 
Pumpkin Creek Basin Outflow vs. Division 1 Precipitation 

0 ZW 400 wo 800 12w 
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Figure 5. Cumulative Precipitation and Streamflow for Pumpkin Creek 

CONCLUSIONS 
I 
1 

' Graphs of well registrations in the Pump% Creek wateded show a dramatic increase in the amount of 
groundwater development in the watershed since approximately the 1960s to 1970s. Analyses of canal diversions, 
annual watershed outtlow, and zemflow days demonstrate a signilkant decline in Pumpkin Creek streamflow during 
the same appro~mate period. Comparisons of average annual precipitation and a double-masscurve analysis s u e  
that the streamflow declines are not related to watershed precipitation. The analyses support the hypothesis that 
groundwater development in the Pumpkn Creek watershed that streamtlow has caused signiscant declines in 
Pumpkin Creek streamflow, and discounts the potential alternative hypothesis that streamflow declines are the result 
of natural variability in watershed precipitation. 
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Corridor Alliance is returning 
home by taking the job. 

Rodney Verhoeff, originally 
fEom Hickman, started April 14. 

The Lower Platte River 
rridor Alliance is a consor- 

of three natural resources 
tricts and six state agencies. 

Platte South and Pa-M 
natural resource districts. The 
other half comes from the 
Department of Environmental 
Qualitx the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln conservation 
survey division, the Department 
of Health and Human Services, 
the Military Department, the 
Game and Parks Commission and 
the Department of Natural 
Resources. 

sion-makers regarding water 
quality, bank stabilization and 

Aand use, Verhoeff said. 

He 
eral 
resources, thus being more effi- 
cient. He said the alliance was not 
regulatory nor a decision-making 
body 

“We are the folks that are the 
catalyst to get these discussions 

going,” he said. 
or Verhoeff will 

contractam nor obtain grants in 

more experience. 
“I’ve watched this alliance 

from afar,” he said. “I really like 
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Sites set where far 
applicators 

Counties 
Thurston and Dakota County This recycling activity to help 

farmers and pesticide applica- e environment is made 
tors allyagain have the opportu- 

, (RC&D) council and the Agri- 
cultural Container Research 

t Council (ACRC). 
During 2002, more than 7,000 

1995, more than 70,000 
containers (over 24 

e been recycled in 

the in- Extension office or USDA Service 
Center 
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o ease Cole Creek 
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i ”  

BY JOSEPH MORTON 

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 

Every time clouds darken the 
skies of Omaha, the worrying 
starts for Lester and Josephine 
Rosenthal. 

Nearly four years ago, down- 
pours caused Cole Creek to 
sweep over its banks and the 
7-foot homemade dike built by 
Lesterand his neighbors. 

It sounded like an explosion 
when the water broke through a 
wall of his house and flooded into 
the basement, nearly drowning 
Josephine. 

Lester, now 77, was able to pull 
her out of the basement, but that 
harrowing day is never far from 
their minds. 

The Rosenthals are on a list of 
12 residential property owners 
who will get a buyout offer from 
the city this summer as part of a 
plan to move the most vulnerable 
residents along Cole Creek out of 
harm’s way. Any structures on 
the properties would be moved or 
demolished. 

The flood-prone creek runs 
from near 65th Street and Soren- 
sen Parkway southwest to join 
the Little Papillion Creek near 
76thand Cass Streets. 

The city recently received 
’;( about $1.25 million in federal 

flood mitigation funds for the 
voluntary project. -0 has 
about $400,000 fromEtv c d f f  

-~ 
Eventually, city officials want 

to buy 48 properties along the 
creek as more federal and local 
funds become available. For 
now, there is enough money to 
make offers to 12 people this 

See Creek Page 2 

The city will begin malung offers soon to help 
residents move out of the path of likely flooding 
I 

I I 

Lester Rosenthal walks along the 7-foot-high dike he and his neighbors built near Cole Creek. 

Creek: City wants eventually to buy 48 properties 
Continuedfrorn Page 1 
summer. 

How many more properties 
they can buy during this round 
will depend on the appraisals 
and how many people take the 
offers. 

The whole buyout program is 
expected to cost more than 
$4 million and will take years to 
complete. 

The city also plans a couple of 
construction projects to aid the 

1994, water during his 35 years there. The 
damaged 150 oak trees that were saplings 
vehicles at a when he bought the lot now 
ca r  dealer- tower over the house and the 
ship, flooded hobby-shop garage he built on 
homes and the property. The home is val- 
washed away ued for tax purpose sa t  $80,200. 
parts of back With its secluded, dead-end 
yards. A Cole road and spacious grounds, it’s 
Creek flood in like a little piece of country in 

Rosenthal August 1999 the middle of the city. Rosenthal 
k I 1 1 e d a said he has enjoyed living there, 

79-year-old man when water but he can’t stand worrying 
. . . . . . . -!--..*-Le ̂ _^^ 1- “11 +I.” +....- 

tomorrow. That’s what worries 
me.” 

Still, Rosenthal and other 
homeowners along the creek 
wondered what kind of offers 
the city will make them. City of- 
ficials said previous buyouts in 
Omaha have gone well, with ev- 
eryone who wanted to move able 
to do so. 

“It’s not to our advantage to  
offer people anything but a fair  
price,” said Scott McIntyre, the . .  , . ~. . ... ... L. L___ 



War brews over water righ 
near drought-plagued “ k - l O - U ?  Big Mac 
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BY PAUL HAMMEL 
WORLD-HERALD B UREAU 

LINCOLN The state’s 
largest irrigation district has 
moved quickly to assert its 
claims in a major water-rights 
dispute. 

tral Nebraska Public Power 
and Irrigation District said the 
“unpermitted diversions” of 
groundwater by well irrigators 
above Lake McConaughy vio- 
late the Nebraska Constitution. 

In a recent complaint, 

to resolve a critical question 
about who has a greater right 
to water: surface or groundwa- 
ter users. 

Patterson, who was in Kear- 
ney on Monday for a meeting of 
a task force set up to address 
the water dispute, said he did 
not know how long it would 
take to respond to Central’s 
complaint. 

Recent drought conditions 
have helped bring the ground- 
water vs. surface-water issue 
to a head. The level of Lake 

Roger Patterson, director of 

A former state water offi- 
cial, Mike Jess, now the associ- 

the conserva- 
division at the 
Nebras ka-Lin- 

coln, said the likely answer -_ 

McConaughy - which Central 
uses for irrigation, electric 
generation, wildlife and recre- 
ation - is about 49 percent of 
normal. - 

Well irrigators, Central ar- 
gues, have depIeted inflows to 
the lake by about 100,000 
acre-feet a year - enough to 
annually supply all of Central’s 
surface-water customers. 

The dispute, which sparked 
a lawsuit earlier this year, 
could have far-ranging impli- 
cations for water users along 
streams in Nebraska. Those in- 

The complaint is aimed 
squarely at the long-running 
dispute over how to jointly reg- 
ulate two types of irrigation - 
well vs. surface-water irriga- 
tion - that operate under dif- 
ferent regulatory and legal 
rules. 

The board has been strug- 
gling with this 
months, said Tim 
spokesman for Central. Board 
members, he said, “just felt 
they needed to move on.” 

Central filed the formal 
complaint with the Nebraska 
Department of Natural Re- 
sources on Friday, four days 
after the Central board author- 
ized such action. 

also is planning to lodge simi-’ 
Tar comulaints with the North 
matte Natur-- 
trict. The d i s m t l v  im- 
posed a moratorium on new ir- 

pigation wells and other 
restrictions. but Anderson s a d  
that did little to restore stream- 
Flows. 
%imatelv. this issue is 

. .  

+ 

clude the cities of Omaha and probably go&g to be decided 
That-answer would set the Lincoln, which have well fields by the Nebraska Supreme 

nu. 

stage for a lawsuit by Central alongthePlatteRiver. Court,” Anderson said. 



Tekamah, Nebraska, Wednesday, June 11,2003 (Twelve Pag r)ec , l i t  A P A  ,J 9 , 

About all that stands in the 
way of the reopening of Summit 
Lake State Recreation Area is 
more-more water in the, lake 
and more funding in the budget, 
or at least a known amount of 
funding ih the budget. 

With the Legislature passing a 
budget last month, the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission 
will be able to divvy its piece of 
the state government pie. 

“Our intentions depend on 
what the new budget reductions 
are,” said Jim Swenson of the 
Game and Farks office in Lincoln. 
“We’re hopeful we can get a level 
of service returned there. We’re 
evaluating that at this point.” 

Summit Lake has been closed 
for renovation for several years. 
Officials began drawing down the 
water level in the 190-acre lake in 
2000 and reached the 30- ta 40- 
acre level by summ 
struction started in 
the same time, any r e m m g  
were killed and res 
Construction on 

access for fishermen and better 
habitat for the fish, he said. 

gravel-covered underwater 
d has been built for habitat 
sity. The flattop island will 

come within 4 feet of the water 

ing 

, it 
OW surface, Schuckman said. 

opportunities.” reducing the distance between 
Jeff Schuchm of the Game the north and south ends of the 

and parks p.forfolk office said lake. The sediment trap in the 
that ideally the lake win be full west also hosts a road into 
when the recreation are& is the campgound 
reopened. 

make it much easier for 
s and help with mainte- 

an $1 million was bud- 
the project. Environ- 

g set at Su 
(Continued from Page 1) 

mental Trust Fund ($518,000) and 

River Natural Resources District 
were among several others that 
provided funds. No general fund 
state tax receipts were used in the 
project, Schuckman said. 

Swenson said some mainte- 
nance work should soon begin 

area, with limited access,” he 
said. “As the lake comes up, 
there’s more desire of people to 
get in there and enjoy it. We’re 
sensitive to that.” 

- 



Judge dismisses 
e I 

BY PAUL HAMMEL 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 

LINCOLN - A judge has dis- 
missed a major water Jawsuit. 
that pitted a Bridgeport, Neb., 
rancher along a disappearing 
creek against his upstream 
neighbors who pump ground- 
water. 

District Judge Paul Empson 
of Chadron ruled Tuesday that 
he lacked jurisdiction to decide 
the. dispute brought by the 
Spear T Ranch of Bridgeport 
against 18 other landowners 
along Pumpkin Creek. 

Although the ruling wil l  be 
appealed and the lawsuit is ex- 
pected to end up before the Ne- 
braska Supreme Court, the 
suit’s dismissal is a first-round 
victory for groundwater users 
and the state’s current scheme 
for deciding conflicts between 
surface-water and groundwa- 
ter irrigators. 

Empson’s decision also 
raises the prospect that the 
high court will decide that such 1 

water fights should be left to 
water regulators and the Ne- 
braska Legislature rather than 
to judges. 

“This is a public policy issue 
that should not be addressed 
through the court system,” said 
Harriet Hageman, a Cheyenne, 
Wyo., water-rights attorney 
who led a team of defense law- 
yers. “I feel very strongly that 
the solution is not to sue a 
ground,water user.” 

A year ago, the Spear T sued 
the State of Nebraska, saying 
the state had failed to protect 
the ranch’s legal right to water 
in Pumpkin Creek, allowing it 

to be depleted by withdrawals 
of nearby groundwater. That 
lawsuit is still pending. 

This spring, the ranch sued 
the upstream landowners, 
asking that the court award $4 
million in damages for its loss 
of irrigation water or shut down 
the upstream wells. J 

Both lawsuits aim at a long- 
simmering question about how 
to manage the use of water 
when the two major sources - 
water from streams and water 
from the ground - are gov- 
erned by separate legal and 
regulatory schemes. 

Recent drought conditions 
have bfought the issue to a 
head, as streams have dropped 
or dried up and more farmers 
have sunk weHs for irrigation, a 
step that can further deplete 
flows in nearby waterways. 

Surface-water users, like the 
Spear T Ranch, obtain water 
rights from the state. In times 
of shortage, the oldest water 
rights have priority and newer 
water rights are suspended. 

Groundwater irrigators are 
not required to obtain a state 
water right. In times of 
drought, they are supposed to 
share equally in the shortage. 

In 1997, the Nebraska Legis- 
lature passed a law attempting 
to resolve conflicts between the 
two types of water users. ’It 
called for water studies and the 
establishment of water man- 
agement districts. 

Tom Oliver, a Bridgeport at- 
torney who represents the 
Spear T Ranch, said an appeal is 
planned. 
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ion will begin next week at 4001s. 120th St. on this $1.2 mlllion facility for recycling household pro& 
cannot safely be dumped in landfills. 

RLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 

the safe disposal and recyclingof 
household hazardous waste. By 
next spring, Douglas and Sarpy 
County residents will have a free 
place to drop off old paint, pesti- 
cides and cleaners. 

Not only that, people will be 
able to pick up, at reduced or no 
cost, other residents’ unused but 
still usable pesticides, paints and 
other household products. 

Groundbreaking took place 
Monday at a gravel and dirt lot 
just off Interstate 80 at 4001 S. 
120th St. Eight people turned a 

LJ 

ceremonial spade, and several 
gave formal remarks as about 50 
people looked on. 

The new facility, the 
the state, addresses a 
need, said Joe Francis, associate 
director of the Nebraska 
mentof Environmental Q 

Household chemicals ar 
“most potent part” of mun 
trash still going to local landfills, 
Francis said, “The more that we 
can keep out, the better.” 

Francis said. 

tell them that they won’t have to 
pay for our transgressions.” 

That so many people turned 
out for the groundbreaking de- 
spite Monday’s heat was a reflec- 

boration that is 

r the center will come 

Quality, the Environmental 
Trust, the Peter Kiewit Founda- 
tion, the City of Omaha, The 

Mayor Mike Fahey told those 
gathered. 

The average household 
generates about 20 pounds of 
hazardous waste a year, Fahey 
said, and until now, there has 
been no place to safely dispose of 
or recycle those chemicals. Un- 
needed chemicals sitting in base- 
ments and garages pose a risk to 
childten. And when people dis- 
pose of the, chemicals they may 
be putting trash haulers and the 
environment at risk. 

‘‘This facility will make all of 
our homes and neighborhoods 
safer,” themayor said. 
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Low Sperm Count, Quality in Rural Areas 
Tied to Herbicides, Pesticides 

University of Missouri-Columbia Researcher 
Calling for Water Testing, Safer Alternatives 

Research Triangle Park, N.C. - Following an earlier study that found 
that men in rural mid-Missouri had lower sperm counts and quality than 
their peers in urban centers, a University of Missouri-Columbia researcher 
has identified and linked three agricultural chemicals to the problem. 
[ Download the report ] 

In  November 2002, Shanna Swan, a professor of family and community 
medicine at the university, announced findings suggesting that fertile 
men in more rural areas have lower sperm counts and less vigorous 
sperm than men in urban areas. Through her most recent study, 
published today in the online edition of the peer-reviewed journal 
Environmental Health Perspectives (EHP), Swan confirmed that men with 
lower sperm counts and quality had higher concentrations of alachlor, 
diazinon, and atrazine metabolites in their urine than men with higher- 
quality sperm. These three chemicals are commonly used in agriculture 
operations throughout the Midwest. 

Swan's study compared pesticide exposure in two groups: men with low 
sperm concentration and quality, and men with better semen quality. 
Although men were drawn from both mid-Missouri (a mostly rural area) 
and Minneapolis, Minnesota (a highly urban setting), links between 
pesticides and semen quality were detected only in Missouri men. Swan 
obtained urine samples from both groups and tested them for 15 
currently used pesticides. Samples from Missouri men with poor semen 
quality contained significantly higher concentrations of alachlor, atrazine, 
and diazinon metabolites than samples from men with higher-quality 

CHEMICALS 81 HEALTH 
MALE REPRODUCTIVE 

Low Sperm Count, 
Quality in Rural Areas 
Tkd to Herbicides, 
Pesticides 

U. of Missouri Study 

Outside Experts for 
Comment on Missouri 
Study (PDF) 

Study Q & A (PDF) 

http://www.ems.org/male_reproductive/missouri_study_release. html 6/24/2003 
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sperm. For example, men with high levels of alachlor were 30 times more 
likely to have poor semen quality than men with low levels. Swan found 
no correlation between semen quality and pesticides used primarily in the 
home, such as DEET. 

"This is the first study that shows a link between elevated levels of these 
pesticides in the human body and potential reproductive problems," Swan 
said. "Since our subjects include a cross-section of men in mid-Missouri, 
rather than mostly farmers, the pesticide levels we found probably 
represent the exposure of the general population." 

According to a 1995 survey by the U.S. Geological Survey, these 
pesticides were found in groundwater supplies in rural areas in the 
Midwest at concentrations exceeding federal reporting levels. I n  addition, 
the agency stated that conventional water treatment is ineffective in 
removing herbicides such as alachlor and atrazine from finished drinking 
water. Unlike many other contaminants, those herbicides remain in the 
water following conventional treatment processes such as coagulation 
and sand filtration. 

"We think it is likely that men are ingesting these chemicals through their 
drinking water," Swan said. "Some water filters do claim to rid the system 
of these chemicals. We need to analyze men's home tap water and 
examine alternative water treatment methods to determine levels of 
these chemicals currently in the water supply and to find effective ways 
to remove them." 

Swan also said that although researchers should examine the water 
supply and seek methods of removing the pesticides, safer alternatives to 
these chemicals need to be found. Because women and children are likely 
to be exposed to these pesticides as well, additional studies examining 
the impact of these pesticides on the health of the entire family are 
needed, Swan said. 

EHP is the journal of the National Institute of Environmental Health 
Sciences, part of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
More information is available online at http://www.ehponline.org/. 
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l5 ’- 1 ~ ~ ~ 8  Cleaning out the garage 
bottle of insec- A hazardous cause residents don’t 
ticide that still waste recycling have a good place to 

take such materials 
for proper disposal. though there’s not 

Douglas and Sarpy enough left to draw up longmawaited 
through the sprayer good news. County residents will 

sloshes, even facility is A 
for application. 

A box filled with the dregs of lawn 
chemicals that got clumpy and won’t 
go through the spreader. 

Bottles of spot-treatment herbi- 
cide. Wasp and hornet killers. Five 
different cans of leftover paint. 

It’s a common picture of most ga- 
rages and storage sheds across the 
Omaha metro area. 

Such hazardous household wastes 
shouldn’t be disposed of in the trash 
or the drain. According to past sur- 
veys, most people know that. Still, 
officials have long been convinced 
that such materials end up there be- 

~ 

soon have that place. 
Construction of a household haz- 

ardous waste recycling center re- 
cently got under vay and should be 
finished by spring. Then. residents 
won’t have to wait for sporadic col- 
lection days or, worse, improperly 
dump such waste. They’ll even be 
able to pick up still-usable paint or 
pesticides other residents have 
droppedoff. 

After more than 15 years of sing- 
ing the blues over the lack of a prop- 
er facility, the Omaha area will 
finally be able to try a new tune: 
Goodbye, old paint. 
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BY JOSEPH MORTON 

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 

City officials delivered the 
news Thursday to residents 
along Cole Creek - the city has 
about $1 million more to buy out 
homes along the creek than it 
originally thought. 

With local and federal money, 
thecity isoffering to buy48prop- 
erties along the flood-prone 
creek that runs from near 65th 
Street and Sorensen Parkway 
southwest to join the Little Papil- 
lion Creek near 76th and Cass 
Streets. 

About 50 Cole Creek residents 
attended a Thursday night meet- 
ing with city officials to hear 
about the voluntary buyout pro- 
cess and pose questions like 
“When do I get my money?” 

Initially, Omaha public works 
officials thought they would have 
about $1.7 million for the proj- 
ect’s first round of buyouts. But 
they realized a few weeks ago 
that they had misinterpreted the 
federal government’s award of 
flood mitigation funds. 

The total amount available for 
the first round actualljr is closer 
to $3 million, Scott McIntyre, the 
city design engineer who has 

extra $1 millio 
Creek buyouts 

guided the Cole Creek project, 
told those at the meeting. 

Now the city expects it can 
make offers on at least 20 proper- 
ties in the first round of buyouts, 
he said, 

Still, not everyone is jumping 
at the chance to sell. Several resi- 
dents at the meeting questioned 
whether the buyout program 
wouldbe worthit. 

Mary Brown said that she is 
not afraid of flooding and that it 
would be impossible to find an af- 
fordable property elsewhere in 
the city as nice as the one she has 
livedin for 10yearsnear77thand 
Cass Streets. 

Brown said she has a nice-size 
plot of land with lots of trees and 
an outdoor pavilion. “You can’t 
duplicate that anywhere.” 

City officials hope to start 
making offers on properties in a 
couple of weeks. 

heavy rains in recent years. In 
1994, water damaged 150 vehi- 
cles at a car dealership, flooded 
homes and washed away parts of 
backyards. 

A Cole Creek flood in August 
1999 killed a 79-year-old man 
when water rushed through his 
basement. 

Cole Creek has floode 



Move ahead erger 
backing of a city-coun- 
t y  m e r g e r  lends  

city and county governments -was 
recommended last Tuesday on a 6-1 
vote by a locally appointed commit- 
tee as it completed its 13-month 
study Of the issue. Opinion on the 
Omaha City COuncfi and Douglas 
County Board, however, appears to 
be all over the map. Progress toward 
constructing a more efficient, con- 
solidated governmental structure 
will be possible only if support can 
befirmedupamongthoseofficials. 

,In the less-than-honorable catego- 
ry are various efforts at bureau- 
cratic turf protection, as well as the 
lame excuse that “we’ve always 
done it this way.” Yes, complete 
merger would indeed mean the end 
of Some departmental fiefdoms. But 
effective, responsive government 
should be guided not by the dictates 

This is by no a parti 

for merger by County Commis 
ers Mike Boyle (a strong Demo 
and Kathleen McCallister (a con 
vative Republican). And just as 
hey, a Democrat, has embrace merger, so Hal Daub, a Re- 
publican and Fahey’s predeces 
was an especially vocal booster o 
the overall issue. 

Opposition to merger can be The current statute also goes too framed in a lot of ways. Some of the 
arguments are honorable. Some fall far in granting veto power to 
far short of legitimacy. numbers of residents, since merger 

county comm~ss~oners, for exam- majorities not just in the city and the 
ple, who express doubt that a full county but in and 
merger would produce major sav- 
ings. But the merger committee has 
worked hard to make clear that it 
isn’t claiming that big savings would 
result. 

The aim, rather, is to encourage erned.” 
efficiency -plus clearer lines of au- 
thority and greater governmental made sound decisions th 
accountability. Those are crucial merging individual 
goals fully worthy of support, a Much more can be done, 
merger can be a useful.) tool fipof taxpayers. The C 
promote them. and County Board should maintain 

Another honorable objection is the momentum for this worthwhile 
that it would be hard to make a endeavor. 

We respect city councilmen and can Occur only if approved by the 

Omaha and Douglas County have 



Neighbors’ 6- 27 -03 views help shape park 
BY C. DAVID KOTOK and Hamilton Streets. On Mon- Serving toddlers and young 

WORLD-HERALDSTAFFWRITER day, city officials will host an- children is the real need in the 
other meeting at the Westside area, said another neighbor, Ru- 

samuel and Beverly ~~~~i~~ Community Conference Center thie Harpster, who lives near 
left a parks meeting Thursday at 3524 S. 108thSt. for neighbors 31standDecaturStreets. 
amazed that City Hall does lis- Of Harvey Oaks Park and Cen- Fahey opened the meeting by 
ten and wasn’t just sticking terPark* reminding those attending, in- 
them with a cookie-cutter Dark. “At the end of the dav.”Foster cluding Citv Councilman Frank 

“We didn’t want a shelter that 
would just be a gathering 
place,” Beverly Frazier said. 
“There are enough basketball 
courts at other parks.” 

For the small two-lot park 
near 32nd and Franklin Streets, 
the city promised to create a 
space for small children. 

Mayor Mike Fahey and Parks 
Director Larry Foster met with 
northeast Omaha residents at 
the Boys and Girls Club at 26th 

said, “these decisions’ will be 
made by the people who show 
up.” 

The effort. to individually 
shape the renovation of each 
park is somewhat unprece- 
dented, Foster said. “If we get 
people’s input, it’s a lot easier,” x The mavorwill formally dedi- 
he said. ga6 Tow1 Park at 9310 W. Cek 

The Fraziers applauded the w ith the 
approach. They envision their city’s partners from the PaDio; 
grandchildren and great-grand- p ? t  
children playing in the small and the Nebraska Department 
park near their home. of Roads. 

Brow< th& he campaigned on 
continuing the effort to rebuild 
downtown while renewing the 
commitment to neighborhoods 
and their parks. 

(‘All the parks can’t be the 
same,” Fahey said. 
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Plan would clear up water problems 
I A firm suggests forming a water district 
for; Louisville, South Bend and Ashland. 

BY TODD VON KAMPEN 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 

Brown water and aging septic 
systems along an 11-mile strip 
including Mahoney State Park 
could be cured under a plan that 
an engineering firm will pro- 
pose tonight. 

HDR Inc. will recommend a 
water district that would tap 
good, ample water found near 
South Bend tu improve sewer 
service and build water lines 
from Louisville to Ashland over 
the next decade. 

Results of the firm’s yearlong 
study, to be presented at 7 p.m. 
at the Louisville Senior Citizens 
Center, have been long-awaited 
by folks such as Randy Jensen. 

Like his Louisville neighbors, 
Jensen must treat chronically 
brown water. And when a city 
well quit operating in 2000, he 
watched wind and heat wilt his 
prized lawn and garden. 

“There was a time they didn’t 

want anyone to water their lawn 
at all,” said Jensen, who sits on 
his town’s planning commission. 
“It really struck home with me.” 

Several local officials said 
HDR’s findings could fuel 
growth in Louisville and South 
Bend, and spur more develop- 
ment at Interstate 80’s Mahoney 
Park exit near Ashland. 

The study’s $400,000 cost was 
split by the Lower Platte South 
Natural Resources District and 
the Army Corps of Engineers. 
Y.S. Reu. D o p  Ray 
R-Neb., helped secure th% 
era  nalt. 
m f f i c i a l s  say the Maho- 
ney corridor’s groundwater can 
be scarce, discolored, smelly 
and bad tasting. A notion to pipe 
in treated water from the for- 
mer Nebraska Ordnance Plant 
at Mead was dismissed in 1999. 

Mahoney Park 
corridor 
water study 
What Public meeting on findings 

When: 7 p.m. today 

Where: Louisville Senior Citizens 
Center, 423 Elm St. 

form the water d i s t ru .  
It first would build water lines 

to South Bend and Louisville, 
likely by 2005. Later projects 
would install sewers in the area, 
extend water to 1-80 and finally 
run water to Ashland. 

rs first looked at 
and’s well field, 

which is separate from Lincoln’s 
water plant in that city. But 
South Bend‘s water source is 
more centrally located, Stahmer 
s,aid. 

Ashland remains interested 
in the project as a backup water 
supply, Mayor Ronna Wiig said. 
But she agreed that Louisville, a 
city of 1,046 under orders to im- 
prove its water quality, should 
get water first along with South 
Bend‘s 906r soresidents. 

Louisville City Supervisor 
Dan Henry said his town’s wa- 
ter, already plagued with ni- 
trates, sulfates and minerals, 
began to be treated this spring 
against copper leaching from 
pipes. 

After the failure of one of the 
city’s two wells, state officials li- 
censed a new well in 2001 on con- 
dition that Louisville show pro- 
gress toward a long-term water 
solution by mid-2003, he said. 

Louisville needs more water 
as it becomes more popular as a 
bedroom community f o r  
Omaha. A proposed Nebraska 
Highway 66 bypass is expected 
to boost commercial growth. 

South Bend also is likely to at- 
tract more homes, said Jack 
Huntington, chairman of the vil- 
lage’s planning commission. 
The sewer project, he said, 
would help protect the area’s 
water. 

Cass Countv leaders have c on; 
tacted several businesses a b o a  
focatma at the Mahoney Park 

xit, said Lowell Daislev, execu-. 
&e &rector of the Cass Coun 
Economic DeveloDment c o u z  
% 




















	Charles T Ellingston Joseph Brascher and Peter Schwartzman
	Charles T
	Varda S Blum Deborah L Hathaway and Kaylea M White
	Michael A Drain
	Jon R Ford

	- Robin
	- Robin Shepard

	I - Alan J Potok and Ed Shackelford



