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CONSERVATION PLANNING/APPLICATION 

 Burt County received 1 new request for a HEL determination and 5 new requests for 
certified wetland determinations during the month of June.  Eleven HEL 
determinations, 3 certified wetland determinations, and 1 HEL determination appeal 
were completed in June.     

 Blair field office has received 82 HEL/Wetland Determination/ASCS-569 requests 
for FY2004. 

 Food Security Act compliance reviews have been completed in all field offices:  12 
completed in Douglas/Sarpy Counties; 7 completed in Washington County 
(variances have been requested on 2); 32 completed in Burt County (variances have 
been requested); 16 completed in Thurston County; 13 completed in Dakota County. 

 Blair field office staff completed the layout and design of their summer conservation 
practices. 

 Washington County had 29 applications for CRP/Cropland Conversion/Pasture 
Renovation; 8 are pending.   

 Blair field office had 22 requests to use the grass drills for conservation practices; 
359.6 acres were seeded.   

 One wetland restoration seeding was submitted for CAP cost-share assistance in 
Dakota County.   

 Three terrace projects have been approved for the summer in Thurston County.   
 The Walthill field office processed 1 wetland appeal.   
 All field offices have completed the 2004 Cropland Roadside Transect Survey to 

obtain tillage and crop residue data.  The 2004 roadside survey will be targeted in 
counties with at least 100,000 acres and in 17 states, including Nebraska, that 
represents approximately 80% of all cropland acres.  The first step in conducting the 
tillage report is to establish a driving route 110 miles or longer.  Once the driving 
route is established, data is collected at one-half mile intervals.  The purpose of the 
survey is to provide accurate data on the adoption of conservation tillage systems. 

 
EQIP 

 Burt County submitted 14 ranked applications to be reviewed for approval by the 
NRCS State Office.  The applications consisted of:  4 irrigation related projects, 1 
livestock waste facility, 1 terrace project, 4 grade control structures (2 in 1 
application), and 5 livestock grazing-related applications.   

 The design has been approved and the pipe ordered for 2003 EQIP contract for a 
grade control structure in Burt County (non Silver Creek).  Also, a livestock watering 
system approved in 2003 was installed; and 1 new application was received for a 
grade control structure and a site visit to determine eligibility was conducted. 

 In Dakota County, 3 Pigeon/Jones Watershed structures, 3 rotational grazing systems 
and 1 irrigation conversion project were ranked for EQIP and entered into Protracts.   

 
WETLAND RESERVE ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM (WREP) 
 The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service in Nebraska is receiving $24 

million dollars to help restore wetlands over the next four years along the Missouri 
River from Ponca to Rulo.  The funds are part of the first national Wetlands Reserve 



Enhancement Program (WREP) effort authorized in the Farm Security and Rural 
Investment Act of 2002 (Farm Bill).  Four million dollars are available now with 
additional funds being committed each year through 2007.  Conservation 
organizations partnering in this project are contributing an additional $2 million 
dollars, making this total effort a $26 million action.  Including the individual 
landowner and NRCS, partner organizations investing in this effort include:  The 
Nature Conservancy, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Parks Service, U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, the Lewis and Clark Natural Resources District, 
the Papio-Missouri River NRD, Lower Platte South NRD, Nemaha NRD, and Ducks 
Unlimited.  Since 1992, over 30,000 acres of Nebraska wetlands have been restored 
through the Wetland Reserve Program (WRP).  This enhancement will provide 
additional funding to target wetland restorations.  An additional 18,200 acres 
potentially can be enrolled.  Several NRCS offices scheduled local meetings to 
announce this program to landowners.  Meetings scheduled:  June 29, Washington 
County, at Boyer Chute National Wildlife Refuge, Fort Calhoun at 5:30 p.m.; June 
30, Burt County, at Tekamah First National Bank, at 5:30 p.m.; July 1, Thurston 
County, Walthill Fire Hall, at 5:30 p.m.; July 6, Dakota County at the American 
Legion Post 376, Dakota City, at 5:30 p.m.  Other counties along the project area 
will announce their meetings soon. 

 
CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM (CRP)  

 Blair field office has completed one Continuous CRP contract for a filer strip; 
payment has been completed on 8 plantings from this spring.   

 Burt County completed 6 CRP status reviews in June.  Three newly seeded CRP 
contracts were processed for cost-share payment.  Approximately 20 letters for weed 
management were sent out to participants with new CRP seedings, and 2 revisions 
were completed on existing contracts.   

 One Pheasant Forever food plot cost-share application was submitted in Dakota 
County.   

 Eighteen CRP seedings were completed in Thurston County.   
 
PIGEON/JONES CREEK WATERSHED 

 Site 3, the high-hazard structure above the town of Hubbard, has filled the pond to 
the elevation of the draw down tube.  The seeding is coming very well on the berm 
and surrounding area.  The structure protected Hubbard from excessive runoff during 
several storms in June with only a small amount of water flowing through the draw 
down tube and into town.   

 
SILVER CREEK WATERSHED 

 Blair field office staff completed the bid packets for Sites 32 and 33.  Contractors 
were notified by ads in the Midwest Messenger and Omaha World Herald.  A notice 
was also mailed to contractors in eastern Nebraska and western Iowa.  Bid packets 
are mailed upon request and after receipt of a $20.00 fee.  The site showing is July 
14; the bid opening is scheduled for July 28.   

 Construction and all seeding of Silver Creek structure #19 was completed June 28; 
mulching still needs to be completed on areas disturbed by construction. 

 
WATER QUALITY 

 Douglas/Sarpy Counties approved 4 new applications; 10 applications pending.   
 Washington County completed 2 well closures; approved 1 new application; 15 

applications pending. 
 Dakota County has 1 application pending. 



 Burt County completed 1 well closure; approved 1 new application; 2 applications 
pending.   

 Thurston County approved 4 new applications; 4 applications pending. 
 
INFORMATION/EDUCATION 

 The South Sioux City staff provided new items and photos with captions for the 
NRD Share Page published in the Dakota County Star for the month of June.  The 
news items were:  Controlling Erosion in Dakota County; Alternatives for Field Wet 
Spots; Reasons to Restore Wetlands; and Pesticide Container Recycling Continues.    
Photos with captions were included of a road culvert nearly plugged with corn stalks 
and sediment, volunteers at a scrap tire collection day in Oakland, and Denny Piper 
and Rod Kinning, P-MRNRD employees, assisting at an agricultural pesticide 
container collection day.     

    Jenny Sundberg accompanied Burt County FSA County Executive Director to assess 
hail damage incurred on June 9, throughout a 6-mile wide stretch in the county. 

   Dennis Cady and Don Atkinson conducted a survey and filled out “flood damage 
survey report” for Thurston County.   

 
DAKOTA COUNTY SERVICE CENTER 
 Staff continues to work with the design firm to complete the internal design details for 

the Natural Resource Center in Dakota City.  NRCS and NRD staff met with the 
architect’s representative on June 24, in Omaha.   

 
DISTRICT INFORMATION 
 Rod Kinning and Denny Piper have been performing dam maintenance, spraying 

weeds on structures and pesticide container recycling.   
 

TRAINING/MEETINGS 
 Blair field office staff attended PROTRACS training. 
 Field office staff in the P-MRNRD attended training for the Wetland Reserve 

Enhancement Program training at Omaha.   
 Jenny Sundberg attended the week long Range Short Course held at Chadron 

College.  The class involved training on grazing management planning, monitoring 
techniques, plant identification and determining stocking rates for various situations.   

 Andy Bohnenkamp evaluated the WREP Corridor GIS layer to determine eligible 
farm and tract numbers within all 6 counties located within the P-MRNRD.   

 Kelly Fravel attended a Nebraska Association of Resources Districts quarterly Board 
meeting on June 21, in South Sioux City.  She accompanied the NANRD members 
on a Missouri River Basin Tour of Dakota County sites later that day.  Tour features 
included Pigeon/Jones Watershed sites, the Elk Creek streambed stabilization 
structure and the Dakota City NRC site.   

 NRCS staff attended a livestock water pipeline design training session on June 30, in 
Tekamah.   

 
 
Reported by: Robert Hall, Resource Conservationist, NRCS, Omaha, July 6, 2004 












