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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 
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FEBRUARY 2005 
 
CONSERVATION PLANNING/CONSERVATION 

 Blair field office (FO) has completed 12 Highly Erodible Land (HEL)/wetland 
determination/non-compliance requests resulting in updated compliance plans on 310 
acres.   

 Walthill FO completed 60 HEL determinations. 
 Burt County has received 3 new requests for HEL determinations; 6 determinations were 

completed this month.   
 Burt County has received 1 new wetland determination request. 
 South Sioux City completed HEL determinations on 9 tracts.   
 Blair FO has received 5 Conservation Assistance Program (CAP) applications for spring 

conservation practices and 4 cropland conversion applications for 45.4 acres of native 
grasses to be planted. 

 Blair FO has received 56 orders for 12,625 trees to be planted in Washington County.   
 Omaha FO has received 4 CAP applications for spring conservation practices and 1 

cropland conversion application for 12 acres of native grasses to be planted.   
 Omaha FO has received 34 orders for 7,450 trees to be planted in Douglas/Sarpy 

Counties. 
 South Sioux City FO has taken tree orders for 1,525 trees for spring planting.   
 Walthill FO completed 3 CAP terrace projects and processed for payment.    

 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY INCENTIVES PROGRAM (EQIP) 

 Blair FO has received 12 EQIP applications:  3 grade stabilization structures, 1 livestock 
waste facility, 1 cross-fencing and 7 terrace and tile systems.   

 Blair FO completed an EQIP payment on a contract for a conversion from gravity 
irrigation to pivot.   

 Burt County is in the process of ranking 17 EQIP applications:  2 confined animal 
feeding operations, 1 ground surface water conservation, 9 grade stabilization structures 
and 6 terrace projects.  

 Walthill FO contacted Dr. Richard Ferguson, UNL, regarding acceptable parameters for 
site specific soil sampling for nutrient management.   

 Omaha FO received 3 EQIP applications, all for ground surface water conservation. 
 
WETLAND RESERVE ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM (WREP) 
WETLAND RESERVE PROGRAM (WRP) 

 Burt County is in the process of ranking 8 WREP applications totaling 757 acres.   
 Walthill FO staff analyzed and the wetland bioengineering team reviewed 1 WRP and 1 

WREP application.   
 
CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM (CRP)  
CONTINUOUS CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM (CCRP) 

 Blair FO staff completed a CRP contract for a field border. 
 Burt County completed 31 CRP revisions and received 2 requests for burn plans on 70 

acres of CRP lands. 



 Walthill FO received 1 application for a grassed waterway.   
 Omaha FO completed 3 continuous CRP contracts:  1 grass filter strip and 2 quail 

buffers. 
 
PIGEON/JONES CREEK WATERSHED 

 South Sioux City FO staff members completed a list of all landowners in the watershed 
and are preparing GIS maps of each sub-watershed.   

 
INFORMATION/EDUCATION 

 Blair FO donated 400 packets of wildflower seeds to Huntel Communications for an 
employee spring program.   

 Blair FO, Neil Jensen, designed fliers for mailing and posters for display in the USDA 
Service Center promoting the EQIP/NRD 90% cost-share for terrace, tile and waterway 
systems.   

 The South Sioux City staff provided new items and photos with captions for the NRD 
Share Page published in the Dakota County Star for the month of February.  The news 
items were:  Pigeon/Jones Creek Watershed Project Update; Order Trees for Spring 
Planting; Cooperative Extension Offers CNMP Class; and Recycler of the Year.   Photos 
with caption were included of the conservation contractors’ meeting in Homer; Christy 
Jacobsen of the P-MRNRD assisting elementary students in assembling birdhouses; 
Denny Piper receiving the 2004 Recycler of the Year award. 

 Don Atkinson, NRCS Walthill, presented information on Civil Rights/EEO at the 
contractors’ meeting held in Homer.   

 Robert Hall, Resource Conservationist at Omaha, and Chuck Leinen, Civil Engineer at 
Omaha, presented power point presentations at the Erosion & Sediment Control Seminar 
held at the County Extension auditorium in Omaha. 

 Julie Jonsson, Technical Service Provider at Omaha, mailed out approximately 400 
letters promoting the Wetland Reserve Program. 

 
DISTRICT PROGRAMS 

 Walthill NRD FO staff finished sandblasting and painting one trailer and 2 drills; they 
also performed maintenance on drills and trailers.  

 One buffer strip contract in Thurston County was reenrolled in the Nebraska Buffer Strip 
Program.   

  
TRAINING/MEETINGS 

 Robert Hall, NRCS Omaha, attended the Cunningham Lake Council meeting. 
 Neil Stockfleth, South Sioux City, attended a Crystal Lake restoration meeting hosted by 

the Corps of Engineers at Dakota City on February 1; topic was restoration options for 
the Missouri River oxbow lake.   

 Neil Stockfleth presented information on NRCS programs and the Pigeon/Jones 
Watershed project at a Sierra Club sponsored meeting on February 3, with 50 people in 
attendance.   

 Neil Stockfleth assumed additional duty of Acting District Conservationist for the Lewis 
and Clark NRD on February 7; detail concludes on May 27, 2005. 

 A conservation contractors’ meeting was held for P-MRNRD and surrounding counties 
on February 8, in Homer.  Topics were programs and cost-share review, safety and 
paperwork procedures; 46 people were in attendance.   



 Neil Stockfleth attended an updated version of Toolkit/ArcGIS training in Lincoln on 
February 15-17.  Toolkit/ArcGIS is the NRCS database on producers that they use to 
develop conservation plans and contracts.   

 Vernon Dean, South Sioux City, attended a Forestry and Buffer Workshop in Lincoln on 
February 24. 

 Mitch Keebler, Omaha, was in South Sioux City providing engineering training to field 
office staff on February 8-9. 

 Chuck Leinen, Omaha, provided irrigation system training to Sam Thomas, South Sioux 
City, and Don Atkinson, Watlhill, on February 16. 

 Don Atkinson and Dennis Cady, NRCS Walthill, attended a storm water control 
planning session for the Village of Macy.   

 
  
Reported by: Lynn Heng, District Conservationist, NRCS, Omaha, March 8, 2005 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




































