Agenda Item: 12,

MEMORANDUM

TO THE BOARD:

SUBJECT:  General Manager Report

DATE: March 5, 2007

FROM: John Winkler, General Manager

A. INFORMATION/EDUCATION REPORT: A copy of the I&E Report detailing Information

and Education activities for the month of February, 2007, is attached for your review.

MISCELLANEOUS/PERSONNEL ITEMS: None.

REPORT ON_PURCHASES - CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES, PERSONAL PROPERTY: Pursuant to Board direction, attached is a report
indicating construction services, professional services and personal property purchases for the
month of February, 2007. Please review this report and contact me if you have any questions.

CURRENT AND ON-GOING PROJECTS — P-MRNRD LEGAL COUNSEL: Attached
is a copy of the current and on-going projects for District Legal Counsel, Paul Peters, as of
February 12, 2007. I would ask each Director to review this listing. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE: The following information is attached for your information:

1. NARD Legislative Update
a. February 9, 2007
b. February 16, 2007
c. February 23, 2007
d. March 2, 2007

2. ACG Legislative Update — March 2, 2007 (update of bills)

3. Report from Bob Weaver regarding February, 2007 Accomplishments and March, 2007
Anticipated Actions — Dated February 27, 2007

WORKERS COMP EXPERIENCE MOD FOR FY 2008: Attached is a copy of the
claim/loss report prepared by the National Council on Compensation Insurance for Papio-
Missouri River NRD Workers Comp effective July 1, 2006. The experience mod for FY 08
has been set at .78, Last year’s experience mod was set at .79. As a point of reference, the
experience mod for the District for FY 2006 was 1.02. A rating of 1.00 means that you are the




average for companies in your category and you will pay 100% of the base premium for
workers comp. A factor of .78 means that the District has earned a 22% credit on our base
premium. District employees are to be commended for practicing established safety rules
and guidelines in our O&M facilities, job sites and offices.

G. NEWS CLIPS:

v' February 2, 2007, USA Today article — F ixing levees isn’t easy or cheap. Communities
have a year to make repairs; first they need to find money.

v' February 9, 2007, Omaha World Herald article — Ice concerns rise on Platte River

v’ February 11, 2007, Omaha World Herald article — Battle to control Niobrara. Irrigators
fight water agencies over call to suspend permits.

v" February 19, 2007, Omaha World Herald article — Protections sought for rural areas.
Develops would face stricter land-use regulations in a Douglas County proposal.

v" February 22, 2007, Omaha World Herald article — lce, rainy forecast raise flooding fears
near Elkhorn, Platte Rivers

/ptWinkler/GM Reports/2007/March



February 2007

Information & Education Report

Information

Set up and staffed booth at Omaha Boat Sports and Travel Show
Helped organize presentation to NRCS Chief at NRC

Began work on update of Trails Brochure

Updated web pages

Worked with staff and ad-hoc committee to select Public Information assistance to PCWP
Continued work on SPECTRUM

Aerial photography of Platte River after ice-out

Continued planning for Envirothon

Continued work on Chalco Hills Exhibit

Met with committee planning PR efforts for Omaha Home for Boys
Continued work on update of NRDs in Nebraska publication
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Education
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Presented Enviroscape Program to all 3 Graders at LaVista West Elementary
Worked with the LaVista Sun on Envirenmental Ed Article

Presented 4 hour workshop and chapter presentation at Pheasants Forever State Habitat Meeting
Presented Bird Nest program to all Benson West 1* Graders

Presented Bird Program to Millard South Environmental Studies Class

Met with Green Hearts about NRD partnerships

Continued working on document merging and mailings for Water Works 2007
Presented Animal Adaptation programs to all Benson West 1* Graders

Staffed booth at Boat, Sports, Travel Show

Met with Papillion-LaVista school partner to plan activities

Planned for Teacher Appreciation Day

Started planning GPS program at LEP National Workshop

Started revisions of Outdoor Classroom Grant packet

Revised Education Specialist Job Description

Nominated Nebraska PF for UNL Wildlife Award

Ordered Books for Water Works presenters

Coordinated Banquet materials for Heartland PF

Planned NRD Wellness Activity for March

Coordinated OPS Art Month Billboard
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PAPIO-MISSOURI RIVER
NATURAL

RESOURCES

DISTRICT

8901 5. 154th Street
Omaha, NE 68138-3621
402-444-6222
www.papionrd.org

Updated: February 12, 2007

Current and On-Going Projects
P-MRNRD Legal Counsel

@ = Top Priority

F = Future Work — No Assignment
N =New Assignment

O = Others Handling

W = Work in Progress

P = PFP’s Portion Completed

* Little Papio: (Cleveland)
¢ Big Papio : (Cleveland)

e West Branch (Cleveland):

© Land Exchange with Sarpy Co. (96" St.) (P)
© UPRR Bridge (Boyer/Young ROW) Bill of Sale and Temporary Easement (W)

*  Western Sarpy Dike (Cleveland):
O Bundy ROW preparation (potentially modify ROW/offer) (N)
O Amended drainage ditch easements on Hickey (First National Property) (P)
o
O

Hansen ROW Condemnation (W)
Glasshoff levee casement (W)

e Floodway Purchase Program (Woodward):

© Floodway Property Purchase Agreements as needed (F)
» Trail Projects (Bowen):

@ Mopac Trail (Hwy 50 to Lied Bridge — Purchase Agreements and easements (W)
¢ Missouri River Corridor Project (Becic):

O California Bend — Appeal District Court ruling on Wright’s tenant (Arp) (W)

@ Mo. River Trail - Purchase Agreements and easements (P)
O Response to COE (Chuck Troia) re L.D.B. right of way (W)



¢ USDA P.L. 566 Projects, Silver Creek and Pigeon/Jones Watershed (Puls/Cleveland):

Pigeon/Jones Creek Site Easements — as needed (F)

Silver Creek Site Easements— as needed (11 and 35 wetland bank ROW) (W)
Release of Site S-7 Easement (W)

S-27 Interlocal Agreement with SIDs on Dam Rehab/Trail Replacement (W)
Amendment of Silver Creek W/S design and professional services contract (W)
S-32 release of ROW agreement (P)

5-27, 831 and 5-32 — Approval of appraisals and preparation of easement forms (P)

QOO0 00

e Papio Watershed Dam Sites (Woodward/Petermann):

@ Shadow Lake ROW Closing (P)

© DS-13 NDOR easement agreement (W)

© Amend Omaha/Elkhorm Agreement for DS-13 (W)

& WP-RBS Pink Industrial Park Purchase Agreement (W)

¢ Papio Creek Watershed Partnership (Stormwater) (Woodward):

O Review HDR Stage IV Contract (N)

* Rural Water Projects: (Sklenar)

¢ Elkhorn River Public Access Sites (Sklenar):
e Other:
O Kennard Wastewater Interlocal Agreement (Woodward) (P)

© Floodplain scoping contract w/HDR (Woodward) (P)
O Forrest Run Channel Agreement (Woodward) (N)

/pU/peters/project//2007 - February



601 S. 12™ St. Suite 201
Lincoln, NE 68508
Web: www.nrdnet.org
Email:
nard@nrdnet.org

February 9, 2007

TO: NARD Board, NRD Managers and Conservation Partners
FROM: Dean E. Edson, NARD Executive Director
RE: February 9 NARD UPDATE

Notes from the NACD Annual Meeting -- Nebraska NRDs had 11 representatives attend the
National Association of Conservation Districts Annual Meeting in Los Angles this week. Olin Sims
of Wyoming was elected President replacing Bill Wilson of Oklahoma, who has served out his
term.

Much of the conference was spent discussing the new farm bill and funding for current programs.
The budget for existing programs reflects higher corn prices, which in turn impacted a decision by
USDA to announce there would be no general sign-ups in 2007 and 2008 for CRP and CSP.
However, budget proposals are laid out to service existing contracts.

Key programs affecting conservation district members and customers, program funding levels as
proposed in the president’s FY 2008 budget and comparisons to last year include:

» Conservation Operations: $802 million, up from $791 million in FY 2007.

* Environmental Quality Incentives Program: $1 billion, down $270 million from Farm Bill
authorized levels.

» Conservation Security Program: Proposed spending cap of $316 million, up from $259
millicn in FY07.

» Conservation Reserve Program Technical Assistance: $58 million, down from $80 million.

o US Forest Service State and Private Forestry: $202 million, down from $228 million in
FYO07.

* Resource Conservation and Development: $15 million, down from $51 million last year.

e Watershed Programs: $6 million, down from $75 million.

At the NACD annual meeting this week, several Nebraska conservation programs and individuals
were recognized as follows:

» The Upper Big Blue NRD was the overall winner of the Association of Equipment
Manufacturers /NACD Excellence in Communications Award. The award was given to
recognize their outstanding overall communications efforts on water management, in
particular the “Fantastic Fun — River Run” exhibit. Scott Snell, Information Director for the
UBBNRD, who developed the exhibit, accepted the award on behalf of the district.

* The Nemaha NRD received the District Excellence Award in Water Resources for their
work on more than 350 watershed structures in their district.



* The Lower Platte South NRD received the Northern Plains Region Collaborative
Conservation Award for their work on the Antelope Valley Project. This award is given to
the district that works with other conservation partners on a project.

* Mike Mosel was recognized for his years of service on the NACD Board. Mike goes off the
board this year after serving on the NACD Board since the early 1990°s. Mike has served as
chair of the Agriculture L.and Resources and District Operations Committee.

EPA Grant for Environmental Assessments and Nutrient Management Plans at Livestock
Operations -- A new Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) program will help livestock
operators identify and respond to environmental management challenges. In February 2007, EPA
will issue an open solicitation for an $8 million grant to conduct voluntary comprehensive
environmental assessments and to develop and review nutrient management plans for animal
feeding operations (AFOs). The goal of this project is to offer confidential no-cost technical
assistance to AFO operators nationwide that will help operators prevent water discharges and
reduce air emissions by identifying and addressing environmental challenges. The EPA will
provide more detailed information on the solicitation once it is officially posted on WWW. grants.goy
as well as on http:/ctpubl.cpa.gov/npdes/home.cfm?program id=7

Nebraska Unicameral Committee Action

LB 488 — Income Tax Credit for Perpetual Conservation Easement Donations. Glenn Johnson,
Manager of the Lower Platte South NRD, testified on behalf of NARD in support of LB 488, which
provides an income tax credit for donated conservation easements. The bill targets areas designated
as quick response water shortage areas in over appropriated basins and areas subject to interstate
compacts, agreements, and decrees and on areas designated as biologically unique landscapes in the
Nebraska Natural Legacy plan. Dan Smith, Middle Republican NRD Manager and Marlin
Peterman, Papio-Missouri River NRD Assistant Manager, also testified in support of the bill. The
committee took no action on the bill.

Nebraska Unicameral Committee Hearings Next Week — All Hearings begin at 1:30 pm,

LB 20 - NRD Projects and Public Access. This bill increases public access to NRD water project
properties and private lands. Hearing 2/14 Judiciary Committee, 1:30, Room 1113

LB 564 — Recreational Liability Act. This bill adds political subdivisions to those who receive
recreational liability protection if they do not charge the public for access. Hearing 2/14 Judiciary
Committee, 1:30, Room 1113

LB 566 — Recreational Liability Act. This bill extends some recreational liability protection to
land owners. This includes political subdivisions. Hearing 2/14 Judiciary Committee, 1:30,
Room 1113

LB567 — Extend Recreational Liability Protection to Private landowners that charge access.
This bill provides recreational liability protection to land owners that charge for access on their
property. Hearing 2/14 Judiciary Committee, 1:30, Room 1113



NARD Bill Summary Tracking Sheet Last Updated: 02.09.07
Bill or NARD Hearing
CA Description Sponsor(s) Priority | POSITION | Committee Date Status Amendments
7|New provisions for Cpen Meetings Act Preistar Monitor Goyernmeant 1/18/2007
New procedures and oversight for interlocal
13|agreements under Interlocal Cooperation Act  [Mines Oppose Government 1/19/2007
17 |Prohibit NRD dual office holding Mines Cppose Government 1/17i2007 |IPP pending AM71
Require public recreation access to NRD water
20/prajects Mines Oppose Judiciary 2/14/2007
42|Change distribution of cigarette taxes Hudkins Monitor Appropriations
78|Recoverable amounts Nantkes Oppose Judiciary 21712007
NDEQ reporting under Litter Reduction & Natural
79|Recyeling Act Nat. Res. Comm, Menitor Resources 1/17/2007 |Select File
Natural
80|NDEQ funding of Safe Drinking Water projects |Nat. Res. Comm. Support Resources 1/17/2007 [Selact File AM30
105|Nebraska Forest Service funding Lougen Support Appropriations
187 |Interocal agreement prohibitions and rules Mines Monitor Government 172412007
197 |Political Subdivisions Tort Claims Act Schimek Monitor Judiciary 27772007
Liens under Integrated Sclid Waste Natural
202 [Management Act Louden Monitor Rasourcaes 171972007
224 {Well drilling moratarium Kopplin Withdrawn Withdrawn Withdrawn MO00003
272|NRD bonding authority Kopplin Support Revenue 242212007
2B8|Records of elections to excesd tax levy limits  [Louden Manitor - |Government
Change membership on Nebraska Natural AM123 - Adopted
291 |Environmental Trust Board Hansen Monitor Resources 1/25/2007 |Select Fite AM 156 - Pending
Oppoese as Natural
295|Irrigation well spacing and permits Nat. Res. Comm. written Resources 1/31/2007 |General File AM190 - Panding
301 [Extend NETF distribution Janssen Support General Affairs 2/5/2007
Clarify engineering requirements under Natural
313|Livestock Wasle Managerment Act Nat. Res. Cormm. Support Resources 1/24/2007 |Select File AM101- adopted
Natural
314 |Add dug pits to definition of water well Louden Support Resources 143172007
Speaker Flood,
at request of
321|Mainline appropriation bill Govemar Support Approprations Starts 2/20/07 DNR time TBA
Speaker Flood,
at request of
322|Water Rasources Cash Furd & other funds Governor Support Approprations 2/20/2007
Authorize fee schedule for Private Onsite Natural
333 Wastewater System Contracters Certification  [Johnsan Monitor Resourcas 1/24/2007 |Select File AMSO
362 |Interlocal agreements Raikes Oppose Revenue 212272007
387 |Require water meters on new construction Langemeier Cppose Urban Affairs 212772007
Copies of records and speaking at public
391|meetings Mines Oppose Government 2112007
Change cigaretts tax distribution and create
420 |funds Erdman Menitor Approptiations
Extend timeframe for filing lawsuits against
4438 [political subdivisions Ashford Oppose Judiciary 2/112007
Infegrated Management Pians and removing Oppose as Natural (Revised)
458 |vegetation Carlson ef a/. written Resources 2/28/2007
477 |Change insurance requirements Wightrman Oppose Government 2/28/2007
Income tax credit for perpetual conservation
488 [easement donations Wallman Support Revenue 2/8/2007
Change meetings of Water Policy Task Force Natural
483 'and require review of UNL research Langemeier Monitor Resources 3112007
Natural
503|Changs NRD board vacancy appointments Mines Oppose Resources 212212007
Change allocation formula for Stonm Water Natural
§30|Management Plan program Nantkes Support Resources 2/8/2007
Natural
534 |Funding storm water programs Schimek Support Resources 2/812007
Add state and pelitical subdivisions to those
564 [who receive recreational liaility protection Friend af af. Support Judiciary 2/14/2007
566 |Adopt Public Recreational Liability Act Louden et al. Support Judiciary 2142007
Extend recreational liability pretection to
567 [landowners that charge for access Louden et al. Support Judiciary 211472007
Natural
5681Extend Scrap Tire Grant Program Nat. Res. Comrmn. Support Resources 1/31/2007 |General File
Reference
Temporary suspensich of new well permits and policy Natural (Revised)
594 |surface water rights for irrigation Kopplin statement Resources 3/1/2006
622|0Open Meetings Act training sessicns Pirsch Menitor Government 21/2007
Natural
652 |Mandatery energy audits White Oppose Resources 2/7/2007
Reference
Create a basin-wide management authority & policy Natural
701 [committee Christensen statement Resources 272872007
Natural
704 |Adopt Fishable & Swimmable Waters Act Preister Manitor Resources 3/8/2007
Reduce funding to NETF & create a new Crime
11CA _ |Fund Flood Cppose General Affairs 2126/2007




601 8. 12™ St. Suite 201
Linceln, NE 68508
Web: www.nrdnet.org
Email:
nard@nrdnet.org

February 16, 2007

TO: NARD Board, NRD Managers and Conservation Partners
FROM: Dean E. Edson, NARD Executive Director
RE: Febrnary 16 NARD UPDATE

Republican River Basin Plans Moving Forward — Representatives of the NRDs, Irrigation Districts, DNR, Attorney
General’s Office and other interested parties met in Cambridge on Thursday to discuss plans to keep Nebraska in
compliance with the Republican River Compact. The group continues to make progress and appears to be on track
toward finding a solution on the issue. The following are some conceptual changes that were discussed:

* Dry year leasing of surface water supplies — Three surface water irrigation districts would consider
leasing their water rather than diverting it from the Republican River. Leasing surface water provides a
quicker stream flow improvement than through reductions in groundwater irrigation.

* Model Calculations — The DNR staff will review the calculation of the credit Nebraska receives for
mound water that seeps from the Platte to the Republican. This may be underestimated and could add
about 8,000 acre-feet annually toward compact compliance.

* Additional Groundwater Use Reductions -- Additional reductions could be imposed, depending on the
rermaining shortage after the surface water leasing and other model corrections are calculated. The DNR
will provide an estimate of additional reductions that may be necessary. In addition, methods would have
to be developed to assure the gains from groundwater reductions will not be used by surface water users.

* Local Funding -- Other issues addressed were how to fund the local portion of any compliance activities
in addition to the economic sacrifice already made by the local economies through reduced irrigation in
the basin. The NRD representatives discussed both per acre fees and property taxes, but did not settle on
one particular funding source.

Nebraska Unicameral Action

Approved by the Governor — The following bills received final approval from the Nebraska Legislature and
have been approved by the Governor.,

* LB79 — Nebraska Litter Reduction and Recycling Act, Natural Resources Committee. The purpose of
this bill is to eliminate obsolete language in the Nebraska Litter Reduction and Recycling Act that pertain to
transfer of funds that have already occurred. The bill also eliminates duplicative reporting requirements
concerning grant activities.

* LB 80— Safe Drinking Water Act Projects, Natural Resources Committee. Extends and defines the
ability of NDEQ to use the Administrative Cash Fund of the Safe Drinking Water Revolving Fund for
drinking water projects involving public water systems operated by political subdivisions up to and
including 10,000 residents,

Sent to Final Reading

* LB 313 - Engineering Requirements under the Livestock Waste Management Act, Natural Resources
Committee. State senators sent LB 313 to Final Reading this week. The bill clarifies that livestock operations

1



required to obtain a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit and large livestock operations as
defined in federal requirements are subject to the requirements of the Engineers and Architects Regulation Act.
Small and medium size operations not required to obtain a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
permit would be exempt from the Engineers and Architects Regulation Act.

Passed over on Select File

* LB 291 - Change membership on the Nebraska Environmental Trust Beard — Senators decided to pass
over a bill that would change the membership on the Nebraska Environmental Trust Board. The measure
would eliminate the representation by congressional district and set districts similar to the boundaries of the
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission. Two pending amendments resulted in the action by the bills sponsor,
Senator Tom Hansen from North Platte, to pass over the bill rather than drag out debate. One amendment
offered would make the agency directors that sit on the trust board ex officio, nonvoting members. The second
amendment would strike the enacting clause. State senators and interested parties will try to work out the
concerns with the amendments before the bill comes up for Select File debate again.

Committee Action

Recreational Liability [ssues -- Glenn Johnson, Manager of the Lower Platte South NRD, testified on behalf of
NARD in support of LB 564 & 566, which adds political subdivisions to those who receive recreational liability
protection if they do not charge the public for access. The bills are response to a Nebraska Supreme Court decision
striking down recreational liability protection for political subdivisions and were supported by communities and
recreation interest across the state. The attorney that prevailed in the Supreme Court case and a representative of the
Nebraska Trial Attorneys Association testified against the bills.

Members of the Judiciary Committee raised several concerns about providing blanket liability protection and not
inspecting property and equipment on a timely basis. An amendment is being discussed to add some protection for
recreational property against claims for injuries, death, or property damages from the inherent risk of recreational
activities. These activities would be hunting, fishing, swimming, boating, camping, picnicking, hiking, nature study,
waterskiing, winter sports, use of playground equipment, biking, roller blading, skate boarding, golfing, athletic
contests, visiting, viewing, or enjoying historical, archaeological, scenic or scientific sites and similar leisure activities.
No action has been taken by the committee.

LB 20 — NRD Projects and Public Access. Marlin Peterman, Papio-Missouri River NRD Assistant Manager,
testified on behalf of NARD in opposition to LB 20, which increases public access to private property when NRD cost
share is used. The bill changes the threshold from 20% public funds to 5% of the total cost of a project. Former
Senator Curt Bromm testified in support of the bill on behalf of the Papio Valley Preservation Association, a group that
opposes flood control projects.

Nebraska Unicameral Committee Hearings Next Week — All Hearings begin at 1:30 pm.

LB272 — NRD Bonding Authority. This bill adds a three cent levy per one-hundred dollars of taxable valuation
which is then appropriated by the NRD Board of Directors to issue bonds to pay for flood and reservoir structures
Hearing 2/22 Revenue Committee, 1:30, Room 1524

LB322 - Establishment of Water Resources Cash Fund and Other Funds. This bill creates a fun designed to aid
natural resource districts that are deemed over-appropriated. Hearing 2/20, Appropriations Committee, 1:30, Room
1524

LB362 — Interlocal Agreements. Removes from budget limit allowable exemptions, restricted funds budgeted under
an interlocal cooperative agreement. Makes interlocal agreements subject to tax limits. Hearing 2/22, Revenue
Committee, Room 1524

LB503 — Change NRD Board Vacancy Appointments. The bill eliminates the provision that appointments for
vacancies of NRD directors fill the unexpired term. Hearing 2/22, Natural Resources Committee, Room 1525

2



NARD Bill Summary Tracking Sheet

Last Updated: 02,16,07

Bill or NARD Hearing
CA Description Sponsor(s) | Priority [POSITION [ Committee Date Status Amendments
7 |New provisicns for Open Meetings Act Preistar Monitor Gavernmant 111812007
New proceduras and oversight for interlocat
13|agresmants under Interlocal Cooperation Act |Mines Oppose Gevernment 1192007
AM71 - Adopted
M00003 - Failed
17 |Prohibit NRD dual office holding Mines QOppose Government 117/2007|IPP pending MOC009 - Pending
Regquire pubiic recraation access o NRD wate
20|projects Mines Opposa Judiciary 211412007
42|Change distribution of cigarette faxes Hudkins Monitor Appropriations
78]|Recovarable amounts Nantkes Cpposs Judiciary 2{7/2007
NDEQ reporting under Litter Raduction & Nal Res atural Approved by
79/Recycling Act Comm, Maonitor Resources 1117/2007)| Govemor
Nat. Res. Natural Approved by
80| NDEG funding of Safe Drinking Water projects|Comm. Sugport Resources 117/2007|Govermnor AM30 - Adopted
105|Nebraska Forast Sarvice funding Louden Support Appropriations
187|Interlocal agreement prohibitions and rules Minas Monitor Government 1/2472007
167 Political Subdivisions Tort Claims Act Schimek Monitor Judiciary 20712007
Liens under Integrated Solid \Waste Natural
202|Management Act Louden Monitor Resources 1/19/2007]
224|Well drilling moratorium Kopgplin Withdrawn Withdrawn Withdrawn MO00C03 - Prevailed
272|NRD bonding autharity Kopplin Support |Revenue 2/22/2007
289[Recards of slections to exceed tax levy imits |Louden Maonitor Government
AM123 - Adopled
Change memberghip on Nebraska Natural AM 156 - Panding
291{Environmantal Trust Beard Hansen Monitor Resources 1/25/2007[Sslect File AM396 - Pending
Nat. Res. Oppose s |Natural AM190 - Pending
285 [rrigation well spacing and permits Comm. written Resources 1/31/2007 |General File AM385 - Pending
301|Extend NETF distribution Janssen Support General Affairs 2/5/2007
Clarify engineering reguirements under Nat. Res. Natural
33[Livestock Waste Management Act Comm Support Resources 1/24/2007|Final Reading  |AM101- adopted
Natural
314|Add dug pits te definition of water well Loudan Support Rasources 173142007
Speaker Flood, Agency
at requast of Hearings
321|Mainline appropriation bill Gavernor Support Approprations  |Start 2/20 DNR Hearing March 12
Speaker Flood,
at request of
322|Water Resources Cash Fund & other funds  |Governer Support Approprations 2/20/2007
Authorize fee scheduls for Private Onsite Natural
333|Wastewater System Contracters Certification |Johnson Monitor Resources 1/24/2007 |Select Fils AM90 - Adoptad
362|Interlocal agreements Raikes Oppose Revanue 212212007
387|Require water meters on new construction Langamaigr QOpposa Urban Affairs 24272007
Copies of records and speaking at public
351|meetings Minas Qppose Government 21/2007
Change cigarette tax distribution and create
420|funds Erdman Monitor Appropriations
[Extend timeframe for filing lawsuits against
448 |political subdivisions Ashford Oppose Judiciary 20712007
Integrated Management Plans and removing Oppose as  [Natural (Revised)
458 vagetation Carlson ef al. written Rasources 2/28{2007
477|Change insuranca requirem ents Wightman Oppose Government 2/28/2007
Income tax credit for perpetuat conservation
488|easement donations Wallman Support Revsnue 2182007
Change mestings of Water Policy Task Force Natural
453 |and require revisw of UNL research Langemesigr Monitor Resources 3/1/2007
Natural
503{Change NRD board vacancy appointments Mines Oppose Resources 2/22/2007
Change allocation formula for Storm Water Natural
530|Management Flan program Nantkes Support Resourcas 21812007
Natural
£34[Funding storm watar pregrams Schimek Support Resources 21812007
Add state and political subdivisions to those
564 'who receive racreational lability protection Friend et al. Support Judiciary 20142007
586{Adopt Public Racreational Liability Act Loudsn &t al. Support Judiciary 2/1472007
Extend recreational liability protection to
567|landowners that charge for access Loudsn et af. Support Judiciary 211442007
Nat. Res. Natural
588|Extend Scrap Tirg Grant Program Comm, Suppert Resources 1/31/2007|General File
Reference
Temporary suspension of new well permits policy Natural (Revisad)
594[and surface water rights for firigation Kopplin statement Resources 3172006
622|0pen Meetings Act training sessions Pirsch Monitor Government 2112007
Natural
652 |Mandatory enargy audits White Cppose Resources 2712007
Referance
Create z basin-wide management authority & pelicy Natural
701 [committes Christensen statemant Resources 2/28/2007
Natural
704 Adopt Fishable & Swimmable Waters Act Preister Menitor Resources 3482007
Reduce funding to NETF & creala a new
11CA_ {Crime Fund Flocd Oppose Gensral Affairs 22612007




801 S. 12" St. Suite 201
Lincoln, NE 88508
Web: www.nrdnet.org
Email:
nard@nrdnet.org

February 23, 2007

TO: NARD Board, NRD Managers and Conservation Partners
FROM: Dean E. Edson, NARD Executive Director
RE: February 23 NARD UPDATE

Update on the Republican Basin Meeting -- Representatives of the NRDs, irrigation districts, DNR and the Nebraska
Attorney General’s Office met in Cambridge on Thursday to further refine plans to bring the Republican River Basin
in compliance with the compact. The parties continue to move forward in developing plans and programs for the
basin. All targets would be based on a moderate drought scenario and subsequent management changes in place
achieve balance between allocation and consumptive use within 5 years. If average or above average moisture in the
basin oceurs, the districts would be in compliance much faster.

Several items were agreed upon as follows:

s Consensus on short-term funding — Extend the current additional levy authority of 3 cents/$100 valuation for
at least 5 years. Also, seek authority for addition levy or fees to provide local matching dollars to fund water
programs. [f fees are imposed there should be a cap of no more than 1% of the total district valuation
collected. Request a 80-20 state match for the next 5 years.

* Engage in water management activities that meet the goals of IMPs, including: 1) Augment water supplies; 2)
Reductions of water uses; 3) Managing vegetation in the channel and riparian areas; and 4) Surface water
leasing. Further reductions in groundwater allocations in varying amounts depending on how much would be
needed after all the benefits of the other management options are considered. Compensation would be
considered to those water areas subject to greater regulation.

Republican Basin Flows Increase — The Department of Natural Resources reported that 3,300 AF was added to Harry
Strunk Reservoir and 6,300 AF added to Harlan County for a total of 9600 AF this week. The department estimates
that these totals may more than double between now and the end of the month. Swanson, Hugh Butler, and Enders
have not benefited very much from this recent snowmelt. However, there is some extra inflow going into Lovewell
Reservoir. The Department did measure 1,500 cfs at Muddy Creek at Arapahoe on Thursday. ON the USGS web
site, it looks like flows were about 1000 cfs at Orleans and about 200 ¢fs at Sappa Creek near Stamford. There are
reports of some small ice jams but it doesn’t appear to be much of a problem at this time.

Upper Big Blue NRD Outlines Irrigated Acre Policy - A total of 802,784 acres are included for certification in the
Upper Big Blue NRD as of February 22, 2007. This represents approximately 70% of the total irrigated acres shown
on the county assessors’ records. All groundwater users must report information related to their groundwater uses by
March 1, 2007 as a result of the District Average Ground Water Level Reporting Trigger becoming activated. The
policy entails:

* A 1978 decision to protect future generations from drought, Officials gathered to determine how to protect
the ground water from falling to low. They set up a standard each spring. Once the water leve! falls 2.48 feet
below that standard, then the District begins the allocation process. The Upper Big Blue also has a goal to not
let the ground water level fall below what it was in 1978.

* Enforcement actions. In 2004, the Upper Big Blue changed a stipulation in their plan. They now require that
once the water level reaches the point of allocation (2.48 feet below set standard), each producer of the water
must instail flow meters on all existing wells. In addition, all new and replacement wells are required to have
flow meters installed.



Nebraska Unicameral Floor Action

* LB 333 - Private Onsite Wastewater System Contractors Certification and System Registration Act,
Johnson. This bill makes a number of provisions, including clarification of the requirement of employing a
certified professional for the abandonment of an onsite system and the issuance of permits and requirements
necessary for operation and maintenance. The bill was sent to Final Reading.

Committee Action

* LB362 - Interlocal Agreements. The Nebraska Association of Resources Districts, submitted testimony on
behalf of Nebraska’s Resources Districts in opposition to LB362, which restrict interlocal agreements to
spending and levy limitations. Other political subdivisions also testified or submitted testimony in opposition,
Although the bill is designed to limit interlocal agreements, it is not specifically targeted at the NRD’s. The
main issue brought forth is interlocal agreements between schools and utility suppliers to circumvent levy
limits. Senator Ron Raikes of Lincoln sponsors the bill. The committee took no action on the bill.

* LB303 — Change NRD board vacancy appointments. Curt Friesen, Chairman of the Upper Big Blue NRD,
testified on behalf of the Nebraska Association of Resources Districts in opposition to LB503. This bill
proposes to change procedures for filling a NRD Board vacancy. The bill would require any director
appointed within the first 19 months of a term file for election for the remaining two years of the term. The
bill was brought to the Legislature at the request of Curt Bromm and the Papio Valley Preservation
Association. sponsored by Senator Mick Mines of Blair. The committee took no action on the bill.

» LB 272~ NRD General Obligation Bond Authority. John Winkler, Papio Missouri NRD Manager, testified
in support of LB 272 on behalf of the Nebraska Association of Resources Districts. The bil] allows NRDs in a
metropolitan area (PMRNRD) to use general obligation bonds to pay for flood control and stormwater
projects. An amendment was offered by provided Senator Gail Kopplin of Gretna, the sponsor of the bill, to
remove the additional 3 cent levy authority to pay for the bonds. Under the amendment, the district would be
authorized to use existing taxing authority to pay for the bonds Jim Thompson, PMRNRF Board Chairman,
also testified in support of the bill. Several residents of Washington County and the Papio Valley Preservation
Association.

Nebraska Unicameral Committee Hearings Next Week — All Hearings begin at 1:30 pm,

LB387 — Require Water Meters on New Construction. This bill would require that all new residential construction be
equipped with plumbing that separates inside water usage from outside water usage. It is designed to monitor each
independently. Hearing 2/27, Urban Affairs Committee, 1:30, Room 1510

LB477 — Change Insurance Requirements. This bill would lower health insurance benefits for state employees. It also
expresses that if political subdivisions do not follow suit they may face a reduction in state aid, Hearing 2/28,
Government Committee, 1:30, Room 1507

LB701 - Create a Basin-wide Management Authority and Committee. This bill would create a basin management
administration for all basins bound by an interstate compact. Water users in the basin would be regulated by this
administration. Hearing 2/28, Natural Resources Committee, 1:30, Room 1525

L.B493 — Change requirements of the Water Policy Task Force. This bill reduces meeting times of the Water Policy
Task Force to one per year. At that meeting it would be required to review research provided by the University of
Nebraska. Hearing 3/1, Natural Resources Committee, 1:30, Room 1525

LR 11CA -- Reduce Funding to the NETF and create a new Crime Fund. A constitutional amendment to reduce the
distribution of state lottery proceeds to the Nebraska Environmental Trust from 44.5% to 41.5% and transfer the funds to
a new Crime Fund., Hearing 2/26 General Affairs Committee 1:30 Room 1510



NARD Bill Ssummary Tracking Sheet Last Updated: 02.23.07
Bill or NARD Hearing
CA Description Sponsor{s) | Priority [POSITION| Committee Date Status Amendments
7[New provisions for Open Mestings Act Praister Monitor Govemmant 111872007
New procedures and oversight for intarlocal
13|agreements under Interlocal Cocperation Act |Mines Oppose Government 1/19/2007
AM71 - Adopted
MOO003 - Failed
17 |Prohibit NRD dual office holding Minas COppose Govarnmant 1417/2007|IPP pending MOG00S - Pending
Require public recreation access to NRD wate
20/projects Mines Oppose Judiciary 211412007
42| Change distribution of cigarette taxes Hudkins Monitor Appropriations
78|Recoverable amounts Nantkes Oppose Judiciary 712007
NDEQ reporting under Liller Reduction & Nat. Res. Natural Approved by
79|Racycling Act Comm. Monitor Resources 11772007 |Govemor
Nat. Res. Natural Approved by
BO|NBEQ funding of Safe Drinking Water projects| Comm Support Resources 1/17/2007 |Governor AM3O0 - Adopted
105{Nabraska Forest Service funding Louden Support Appropriations
187 |Interlocal agreamant prohibitions and rules  |Mines Monitor Government 1/24/2007
197|Paoiitical Subdivisions Tort Claims Act Schimek Monitor Judiciary 2/7/2007
Ligns under Integrated Solid Waste Natural
202 [Manageament Act Louden Monitor Resources 1/19/2007|
224|\Well drilling moratorium Kopplin Withdrawn Withdrawn Withdrawn MO0 - Prevailed
272 NRD bonding authority Kopplin Support Revenue 2{22/2007
289[Records of elactions to exceed tax levy limils |Louden Monitor Government
AM123 - Adopted
Change membership on Nebraska Natural AM 156 - Withdrawn
291|Environmental Trust Board Hansen Monitor Resaurces 1/25/2007 | Select File AM398 - Pending
Nat. Res. Oppose as  |Natural AM190 - Panding
295/ Irigation well spacing and permits Comm. writtan Rasources 1/31/2C07 |General File AM3BS5 - Pending
301|Extend NETF distribution Janssen Suppor General Affairs 2/5{2007
Clarify engineering reguiremants under Nat. Res. Natural
313|Livestock Waste Management Act Camm, Support Resourcas 112472007 |Final Reading  |AM101- adopted
Natural
314|Add dug pits to definition of water welt Louden Support Rasources 1/31/2007
Speaker Fiood, Agency
at request of Hearings
321|Mainline appropriation bill Govarnor Support Approprations  |Start 2/20 DNR Hearing March 12
Speaker Flood,
at request of
322|Water Resources Cash Fund & otherfunds  |Governor Support Appropralions 2/20/2007
Authoriza fee scheduls for Private Onsite Natural
333 Waslewater System Contracters Certification [Johnson Moniter Resources 1/24/2007 [Final Reading  JAMS0 - Adopted
362]Interlocal agreements Raikes Oppose Revenus 2/22/2007
387 |Require waler meters on naw construction Langemeier Cpposs Urban Affairs 212712007]
Copies of records and speaking at public
391 |meetings Mines Oppose Government 21172007
Change cigarette tax distribution and create
420 {funds Erdman Manitor Appropriations
Extend timeframe for filing lawsuits against
448| political subdivisions Ashford Oppose Judiciary 2{712007
Integrated Management Plans and removing Oppose as  |Natural {Revised)
458|vegetation Carlson et al. written Resources 2{28/2007
477|Change insurance requirements Wightman Oppose Government 2/28/2007
Income tax credit for perpetual conservation
488|easement donations Wiallman Support Revenue 2/8/2007
Changa maetings of Water Policy Task Force Naturai
483|and require review of UNL research Langemeier Monitor Resources 31172007
Natural
503[Change NRD board vacancy appoeintments Mines Oppose Resources 242212007
Change allocatien formula for Storm Water Natural
530|Management Plan program Nantkes Support Resources 2/812007
Natural
534iFunding storm water programs Schimek Support Resources 21812007
Add state and politicat subdivisions to those
584|who receive recreational liability protection Friend ot a!. Suppert Judiciary 2/14/42007|
566|Adopt Public Recreational Liability Act Loudenet ai. Suppen Judiciary 2142007
Extend recreational liability protection to
567|landowners that charge for access Loudenef al, Support Judiciary 2{14/2007
Nat. Res. Natura|
568|Extend Scrap Tire Grant Program Comm. Support Resourcas 1/31/2007 IGeneral File
Reference
Temparary suspension of new wall permits policy Natural {Revised)
594|and surface waler rights for irrigation Kopplin statament Resources 34112006
522|0Open Mestings Act training sessions Pirsch Monitor Governmant 2/172007
Natural
652 |Mandatory energy audits White Oppose Resources 2712007
Refarence
Create a basin-wide managemant authority & policy Natural
701 |committee Christensen statement Resources 212842007
Natural
704|Adopt Fishable & Swimmable Watars Act Preister Manitor Resources 3/8/2007
Reduce funding to NETF & create a new
11€A _ |Crime Fund Flood Opposa Genoral Affairs 2/26/2007
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March 2, 2007

TO: NARD Board, NRD Managers and Conservation Partners
FROM: Dean E, Edson, NARD Executive Director
RE: March 2 NARD UPDATE

Committee Action this Week

LB458 — Integrated Management Plans and Removing Vegetation from Riparian Areas. Jasper Fanning (Upper
Republican NRD Manager), Dan Smith (Middle Republican NRD Manager), Nelson Trambly (Lower Republican NRD
Board member) and John Thorburn (Tri-Basin NRD Manager) testified in support of LB 458 this week. Senator Carlson,
the sponsor of the bill, offered an amendment to create a Task Force to work with the Department of Agriculture and
Department of Natural Resources to develop and finance vegetation removal plans for the Platte and Republican River
Basins.

The NRD representatives from the Republican River Basin took the opportunity to outline the latest plans for water
management in the basin. Ann Bleed, DNR Director, followed in a neutral capacity, to outline some of the plan. The
following are parts of the testimony from the NRDs

» The solution to Nebraska’s short- and long-term water problems will take a multi-pronged approach that involves
both reducing water use as well as raising the dollars required to make the appropriate changes.

» Shutting off groundwater irrigation alone will not keep Nebraska in compliance with the Republican River
settlement. However, allocations on groundwater users will keep the Nebraska in compliance for the long-term.

*  The short-term portion of the plan must then allow us to deal with the drought periods and lower allocations under
the compact. Thus, we must do the things that will increase our allocation or reduce our use of streamflow in an
immediate time frame. Surface water leases or buyouts and vegetation management are two of those components
of the plan.

* Extending the 3 cent levy authority passed last year will help raise funds locally. Additional levy authority and or
fee authority will be necessary to provide additional local finance needs. The State of Nebraska needs to match
these funds to share the commitment to keep Nebraska in compliance.

The committee took no action on the bill. However, the committee will be working with interested parties to develop
statutory changes to address the needs of the NRDs and the State of Nebraska in the Republican River Basin.

LB701 — Creates a Basin-Wide Management Authority & Committee. Several members of Water Claim testified in
support of LB 701, a bill drafted by Water Claim to address issues in the Republican Basin. The original copy of the bill
would allow for transfers of water from other basins to address the situation in the Republican Basin and set up another
layer of government between the State of Nebraska and the NRDs to develop management pians for the Basin. An
amendment was offered to the bill to place allocations in statutes rather than allowing local NRDs to set allocations based
upon compact compliance needs. The bill was opposed by several agriculture organizations and individuals. Several
other interested parties expressed concerns with the bill in a neutral capacity. The committee took no action on the bill.

LB477 — Change insurance requirements. Senator John Wightman presented a bill to the Government Committee this
week which would move current state employee health insurance from its current 79% employer, 21% employee
contribution breakdown to 75% employer, 25% employee in one-year increments through July 1, 2011, The bill also
expresses legislative intent that political subdivisions receiving state aid should contribute in a comparable amount; if not,

I



the subdivision could face a reduction in state aid. There were no supporters of the bill, but over a dozen opponents. The
Government Committee took no action on the bill. Senator Wightman mentioned he may just do an interim study on the
issue rather than trying to get the bill advanced this year.

LB 503 -- Change NRD Board Vacancy Appointments. This bill was indefinitely postponed this week by the Natural
Resources Committee. The bill would have eliminated the provision that appointments for vacancies of NRD directors
fill the unexpired term. The new provisions would require that if a vacancy occurs on or after August 1 in an even-
numnbered year, the appointee shall serve for the remainder of the unexpired term. If the vacancy were to occur at any
other time, the appointee shall serve until the first Tuesday following the first Monday in January following the next
regular general election and at the next regular general ¢lection a member of the board shall be elected to serve the
unexpired term. Senator Mick Mines introduced the bill on behalf of the Papio Valley Preservation Association.

Nebraska Unicameral Floor Action

LB 295 - Irrigation and Water Wells, Natural Resources Committee. The legislature debated and advanced LB 295
to Select File this week. This bill makes a number of changes at the request of the Nebraska Department of Natural
Resources, including:

* Adds U.S. Bureau of Reclamation on the list of entities which may have appropriations terminated for nonuse.

» Clarifies that no person shall use a water well for purposes other than its registered purpose until the water well
registration has been changed to the intended new use.

s Provides an exception so that a person may use a water well registered for purposes other than its intended
purpose for a de minimis use for livestock, monitoring, observation, or any other nonconsumptive use approved
by the applicable natural resources district.

LB 313 — Engineering Requirements under the Livestock Waste Management Act, Natural Resources
Committee. The bill clarifies that livestock operations required to obtain a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System permit and large livestock operations as defined in federal requirements are subject to the requirements of the
Engineers and Architects Regulation Act. Small and medium size operations not required to obtain a National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit would be exempt from the Engineers and Architects Regulation Act.
This bill was passed by the legislature and presented to the governor on March 1%

LB 333 - Private Onsite Wastewater System Contractors Certification and System Registration Act, Johnson.
This bill makes a number of provisions, including clarification of the requirement of employing a certified
professional for the abandonment of an onsite system and the issuance of permits and requirements necessary for
operation and maintenance. This bill was passed by the legislature and presented to the governor on March 1%

LB568 — Extend Scrap Tire Program. As amended on the floor this week, the bill extends the grant program for
recycling tire under the Waste Reduction and Recycling Incentive Fund from June 30, 2007 to June 30, 2009, rather
than to 2012. Pending AM21Q would allow grant money to support public and private firms to conduct research to
determine the amount of litter in various areas. This bill was advanced to Select File on March 1, 2007.

Nebraska Unicameral Committee Hearings Next Week — All Hearings begin at 1:30 pm.

LB493 — Change requirements of the Water Policy Task Force. This bill reduces meeting times of the Water Policy
Task Force to one per year and requires the WPTF to review research provided by the University of Nebraska.
Rescheduled to 3/8/07, Natural Resources Committee, Room 1525

LB594 — Temporary Suspension of new well permits and surface water rights for irrigation. This bill restricts new
issuance of surface water appropriations and water well permits for irrigation purposes. Rescheduled to 3/8/07, Natural
Resources Committee, Room 1525

LB704 — Adopt Fishable & Swimmable Waters Act. This bill attempts to ensure that all Nebraska streams, lakes, and
public reservoirs meet state and federal standards by January 1,2027. It requires the Nebraska Department of
environmental Quality to develop, publish, and put in place a plan by January 1, 2008, to meet that goal. Hearing 3/8/07,
Natural Resources Committee, Room 1525
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NARD Bill Summary Tracking Sheet Last Updated: 62/28/07
Bill or NARD Hearing
CA Description Sponsor{s) | Priority |POSITION| Committee Date Status Amendments
7 |New provisions for Open Maetings Act Preister Monitor Government 1/18/2007
New procedures and oversight for interlocal
13|agreements under Interlocal Cooperation Act [Mines Cppose Govarnment 1182007
AM71 - Adopted
M00003 - Faited
17 |Prohibit NRD dual office holding Mines Oppose Government 1117/2007|IPP pending MODOOS - Pending
Require public recraation access to NRD wate
20| projects Mings Oppose Judiciary 211472007
42|Change distribution of cigaretie taxes Hudkins Monitor Appropriations
78|Recoverable amounts Nantkes Oppose Judiciary 21712007
NDEQ reperting under Litter Reduction & Nat_ Ras, Natural Approved by
79|Recycling Act Comm, Monitor Resources 111772007 |Govermnor
Nat Ras, Natural Approved by
80|NDEQ funding of Safe Drinking Water projects| Comm, Support Rasources 1/17/2007 |Governor AM30 - Adopted
105|Nebraska Forest Service funding Louden Support Appropriations
187 [Interlccal agreement prohibitions and nulss Mines Monitor Government 1/24/2007
197 |Political Subdivisions Tort Claims Act Schimek Monitor Judiciary 21712007
Liens under Integrated Solid Waste Naturai
202 [Management Act Louden Monitor Resources 1/19/2007|General File AM13 - Pending
224|Well drilling moratarium Kopplin Withdrawn Withdrawn Withdrawn MO00003 - Pravailed
272|/NRD bonding authority Kopplin Support ' IRevenue 2{22/2007
289|Records of elections 0 exceed tax levy limits |Louden Monitor Gaovernment
AM122 - Adopted
Change membership on Nebraska Natural AM 156 - Withdrawn
281|Environmental Trust Board Hansen Monitor Resources 1/25/2007|Select File AM398 - Pending
AM190 - Adopted
Nat. Res. Oppose as  |Natural AM385 - Adoptad
295](rrigation well spacing and pamits Comm. written Resources 1/31/2007 |[Final Reading  |AMS551 - Adopted
301 [Extend NETF distribution Janssen Suppert Genaral Affairs 2/5/2007
Clarify engineering requirements undar Nat. Res. Natural Presented to
313|Livestock Waste Management Act Comm. Support Resources 1/24/2007 |Governor AM101- adopted
Natural
314|Add dug pits to definition of watar wsll Louden Support Resources 131/2007)
Gpeaker Flood, [Agency
at request of Hearings
321 [Mainline sppropriation bill Governor Support Approprations | Start 2/20 DNR Hearing March 12
Speaker Fiood,
at request of
322|Water Resources Cash Fund & other funds  [Governor Support Approprations 2/20/2007
Authorize fee schedule for Private QOnsite Natural Presented to
333|wastewater System Contracters Certification {Johnsen Monitor Resources 1/24/2007|Governor AMS0 - Adopted
362|Interlocal agresments Ratkes Qppose Reveriug 242212007
387 |Require water meters on new cansiruction Langemeier Oppose Urban Affairs 2/27/2007
Copies of recerds and speaking at public
391 [meetings Mines Cppose Government 21112007
Changa cigarstte tax distribution and create
420|funds Erdman Meonitor Appropriations
Extond timeframa for filing lawsuits against
448 |palitical subdivisions Ashford Opposse Judiciary 2{7/2007
Integrated Management Plans and remaving Oppose as  |Natural (Revised)
458 [vegetation Carlson et at. written Resourcas 212812007
477 |Change insurance requirements Wightman Oppose Gaovarnmant 212872007
Income tax credit for perpatual conservation
4881easement donations Wallman Support Revenua 2/812007
Change meatings of Water Palicy Task Force Natural {Revised)
493|and raquirs raview of UNL research Langemeier Monitar Resources 3/8/2007
Natural
503|Change NRD board vacancy appoiniments Mines Qppose Resources 2/22/2007|IPP
Change allocation formula for Storm Watar Natural
530|Management Pian program Nantkes Support Resources 2/8/2007 [General File
Natural
534 |Funding storm water programs Schimek Support Resources 21872007
Add state and political subdivisions to those
5684 |who receive recreational liability protection Friend et af. Support Judiciary 211472007
566|Adopt Public Recreational Liability Act Louden et al. Support Judiciary 214/2007)
Extend recraational liability protection to
567 [landownars that charge for access Louden et al. Support Judiciary 2/14/2007
Nat. Res. Natural
568|Extend Scrap Tire Grant Frogram Comm. Support Resources 1/31/2007 [General File AM210 - Pending
Reference
Temporary suspension of new well permits policy Natural {Revisad)
594 and surface water rights fer irrigation Koppiin statement Resources 3/8/2006
622|Open Meetings Act training sessiens Pirsch Monitor Gavernment 2112007
Natural
652 |Mandatory energy audits White Oppose Resourges 21712007
Referance
Create a basin-wide management autharity & policy Natural
701|committee Christensen statement Resources 20282007 AMA7E - Panding
Natural
704|Adopt Fishable & Swimmabla Waters Act Preistar Monitor Resourcas 3812007
Reduce funding to NETF & create a new
11CA _ |Crime Fund Flood Oppose Genaral Affairs 212612007




PAPIO

|Lte]cA] - sponsor : Comte - 0 o © . Contént. - . Hrg-. : “Generat. .- . | i'Select | “Final Gov
11:Flood General Affairs Constitutional amendment to change the distribution of lottery  12-26-07
proceeds . .
7 Preister Government, Military and  i{Change the rights of the public regarding agenda items under {1-18-07
Veterans Affairs the Open Meetings Act
13 Mines :Government, Miltary and  Provide for the creation and certification of joint entities under 11-19-07
Tl iVeterans Affairs the interlocal Cooperation Act . )
17 Mines :Government, Military and Change provisions refating to multiple office halding 1-17-07 1-22-07; Langemeier AM 71
; Veterans Affairs . . o (p. 340) 42-1
20 Mines Judiciary Change provisions related to public recreational access to 2-14-07
] water projects e ]
79; Natural Natural Resources Change provisions related to reporting under the Nebraska 1-17-07 1-18-07 1-24-07 2-12-07 12-15-07
Resources Litter Reduction and Recycling Act )

80 Natural Natural Resources Authorize additional assistance for projects under the Safe 1-17-07 1-19-07; Comm AM 30 (p. 1-26-07 2-12-07 {2-15-07
..... ~ |Resources : Drinking Water Act 323) 35-0 . ) 1
105! iLouden Appropriations Appropriate funds for the Nebraska Forest Service 3-6-07
187 Mines Government, Military and  1Prohibit certain interlocal agreements 1-24-07
” . Veterans Affairs | .

197 Schimek Judiciary Change the Political Subdivisions Tort Claims Act 2-7-07 .
202 Louden Natural Resources Change the Integrated Solid Waste Management Act 1-19-07 2-27-07; Comm AM 13 (p.
: . e . 677)
224 Kopplin Judiciary M_BUOmm a moratorium on new water wells as prescribed . :
272 Kopplin Revenue Provide for issuance of bonds by certain natural resources 2-22-07
o districts and a levy on taxable property E i
289 Louden Government, Military and  :Change procedure relating to elections to exceed the tax levy 2-7-07 2-12-07;, Comm AM 316 (p.
: Veterans Affairs limit . o ] 1546) ) ;
2919 Hansen Natural Resources Change the Nebraska Environmental Trust Board membership {1-25-07 1-29-07; Comm AM 123 (p. 12-1-07; Preister
W . . 1398) 31-0 AM 398 (p. 586)
295 Natural Natural Resources Change provisions relating to rrigation and regulation of water i1-31-07 2-7-07; Comm AM 190 (p.
: 1 |Resources o “iand water wells B ) 497) o
313 Natural Natural Resources Amend the Livestock Waste Management Act with respectto  :1-24-07 1-29-07; Comm AM 101 (p. :2-1-07
F Resources o certain engineering requirements 388) 32-0
314 Louden iNatural Resources Redefine water well for purposes of registration 1-31-07 2-12-07, Comm AM 288 {p.
: 548)
321 iFlood {Appropriations |Appropriate funds for state government expenses o 12-20-07 | g
13221 Flood Apprapriations Change provisions relating to certain funds and provide for 2-20-07
; transfers of funds and extend an excise tax . .
1333 Johnson Natural Resources Change the Private Onsite Wastewater Treatment System 1-24-07 1-25-07; Comm AM 90 (p. 2-1-07
i Contractors Certification and System Registration Act 373) 310
387 Langemeier  Urban Affairs Require separate plumbing and water metering for new 2-27-07
. construction as prescribed . -
391 Mines Government, Military and  (Change provisions relating to public records and meetings Withdrawn iHeidemann Motion to
} Veterans Affairs o ) Withdraw p. 395 42-0
448 iAshford Judiciary Change limitation of action provisions under the Political 2-7-07
Subdivisions Tort Claims Act
458 Carlson . Mz.ﬂcﬂm_ Resources mxmnc:.m vegetation management in certain streams 2-28-07
493 Langemeier latural Resources _{Change provisions relating to the Water Policy Task Force 3107 i
._mou.,m. Mines iNatural x,mmocamm Change and Eo&a_m requirements for vacancies on _.._.m.,Eqm_ 2-22-07 . .” ipp; 2-27-07




PAPIO

tBJcA] sponsor .Comte . Content Hrg - General Select ] Final | Gov ]
resource district boards of directors
530 Nantkes Natural Resources Change Storm Water Management Plan Program provisions  12-8-07 2-27-07
534 Schimek Natural Resources iChange provisions relating to urban stonm water drainage 2-8-07
1564  {Friend Judiciary Change the Recreational Liability Act . i2-14-07
mmm_ Louden Judiciary Adopt the Public Recreational Liability Act 2-14-07 :
567|  |Louden tJudiciary Change the Recreational Liability Act 2-14-07 | !
568 Natural Natural Resources Extend a scrap tire grant program 1-31-07 2-5-07; Louden AM 210 {p.
Resources . 687)
mmma Kopplin MZmEﬁmq Resources Limit the granting of water well permits as prescribed 3-1-07
622 Pirsch Government, Military and  |Require training courses in public records and the Open 2-1-07
Veterans Affairs Meetings Act for all members of a public body, public officers,
o and public employees N
652, White Natural Resources Require the state and political subdivisions to do energy audits [2-7-07 ;
701 Christensen Natural Resources Adopt a river basin administration committee 2-28-07 _O_,_:.mﬂm:mm_.. AM 476 (p. 675)
M.Bm._ Preister Wszﬂm_ Resources m>aoum the Fishable and Swimmable Waters Act 3-8-07 ,



KELLY & WEAVER
A Professional Corporation
11 Dupont Circle, N.W.
Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20036
202 797-7100, fax 939-6969

weaver(@kelivweaver.com

REPORT
To: Glenn Johnson, John Miyoshi and John Winkler and Marlin Petermann
From: Bobh Weaver
Date: February 27, 2007
Subject: February 2007 Accomplishments and March 2007 Anticipated Actions
The FY’07 appropriations and Corps allocation cycle is nearing completion and
could extend into March.

February Accomplishments

During February 2007, the firm:

Conferred with Congressional Appropriations committee staff and reported on
the new majority’s plans for completing the FY'07 appropriations cycle for the
three major projects and the LPR NRD strategy for obtaining FY’07 funds from
the Corps of Engineers.

Implemented strategy on FY'07 construction funds to be allocated.

Conferred with the Corps of Engineers on their actions to allocate construction
general account funds under the FY’'07 Appropriations Joint Resolution.
Conferred with Congressional staff and other Washington sources and reported
on prospects and schedule for completing the Water Resources Development Act
of 2007 including amendments to the WRDA 2000 authorizations for the three
major construction projects.

Reviewed and reported on the President’s 2008 budget request,

Conferred and reported on possible sources of Department of Agriculture funding
for the LPR NRD monitoring and watershed management program and prospects
and issues for the 2007 Farm bill.

March 2007: Planned, Potential and Anticipated Actions

1.

FY'08 Energy and Water Development Appropriations

e Further implement developed strategy for expanded funding in the FY’08
appropriations.

» Complete request committee forms for the FY’08 appropriations requests for
the three major projects and others.




2, FY’07 Energy and Water Development Appropriations
» Conduct any followup with the Congressional delegation and Corps as needed
on the FY’07 allocation.

3. Water Resources Development Act’'o7
¢ Maintain contact with Congressional, USACE and other contacts on
enactment of WRDA’07.

» Continue to prepare draft delegation requests and other, supporting
information to the House and Senate Committees for amendments to the
WRDA 2000 project authorizations and the Lower Platte River Watershed
Restoration Program.

» Continue to monitor House and Senate legislative progress and further
confirm inclusion of all Lower Platte River NRD amendments in conference
report.

¢ Provide information to delegation and respond to information needs.

4. Identify and report on other federal funding sources for watershed management
including (a) a Clean Water Trust Fund; and (2) NRCS project funding under the
Conservation Security Program and others in the 2007 Farm Bill,

5. Prepare reports to the LPRNRDs.

6. Monitor and report other federal legislative and administrative developments
that would support the LPRNRDs and watershed restoration such as

reauthorization of the Clean Water Act funding programs such as Sec.319
nonpoint source.

Anticipated budget to be billed:  $2,500.00 to $3,000.00. Additional budget is based
on preparation of request forms for FY’08.

A statement for services for February 2007 will be rendered at COB on Wednesday,
February 28, 2007, by arrangement with John Miyoshi.



KELLY & WEAVER
A Professional Corporation
Suite 700, 11 Dupont Circle, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
202 797-7100; FAX: (202) 939-6969
weaver@kellyweaver.com

To:  John Miyoshi, General Manager
Lower Platte North Natural Resource District
3125 Portia Street
P.O. Box 83581
Lincoln, Nebraska 68501-3581

Glenn Johnson and John Winkler

Statement for services to the Lower Platte River NRDs for February 2007.

Date: March 1, 2007

Date  Atty.
2/1/07 RCW

2/2/07 RCW

2/05/07 RCW

2/06/07 RCW
2/07/07 RCW

2/20/07 RCW

2/22/07 RCW

2/23/07 RCW
2/24/07 RCW

2/26/07 RCW

Description

Prepared report on FY'07 Appropriations Joint Resolution relating

to construction funds. Conferred on email with J. Winkler

regarding meeting with NRCS Chief in Omaha. Reviewed H.J. Res.

20 making appropriations for FY'07 and considered strategy for
Maintaining project funding.

Reviewed scheduling for LPR NRD meeting with Omaha District and
Provided rationale for meeting as soon as possible. Reviewed Adminis-
tration’s farm bill proposals. Worked on scheduling for Washington

meetings. Reviewed draft letter to President from governors on WRDA

and ongoing consultation. Prepared report on FY'07 USACE allocation
process. (3.0)

Continued arranging for meetings for LPR NRDs in Washington.
Reviewed President’s budget proposal for FY'08 and conferred with
NRDs regarding same. Participated in USACE budget briefing and

conferred with Assistant Secretary on LP projects and WRDA. Prepared

report to NRDs on FY'08 budget.

Prepared further report on President’s FY'08 Budget.

Conferred with K. Howard regarding contacts with Corps on FY'07
Appropriations allocation.

Conferred with G. Loew on FY’'07 budget allocations. Revised fact
sheet for the FY'08 requests and forwarded to NRDs

Conferred with USACE and Hill staff regarding FY'07 appropriations
allocation. Reviewed and revised projects master Fact Sheet for the
FY’08 appropriations cycle. Prepared report on FY'07 Appropriations
allocation by USACE.

Conferred with delegation staff on WRDA’(Q7 submission. Reviewed
and revised proposed WRDA amendments,

Conferred with M. Petermann regarding meeting with the Omaha
District and revised WSCC form for Senator Nelson.

Revised Nelson request forms for the projects and prepared Hagel
and Terry request forms. (6.0)

Hours

1.5

2.5

3.5
1.0

1.0

1.0

20

2.0

5.0



2/27/07 RCW  Prepared for Hill meetings. Conferred with general managers of the
Lower Platte River NRDs. Participated in meetings with the delegation

and with the Corps of Engineers. Prepared February report. 7.5
2/28/07 RCW Reviewed and revised Hagel forms and forwarded. Conferred on
email with Congressman Terry’s staff. 15

Total: 29 hours at $ 175.00 per hour = $5,075.00

Reduced to $3,000.00 by Mr. Weaver

Itis a pleasure to work with the Lower Platte River Natural Resources Districts.

Very truly yours,

Robert C. Weaver
For the firm



National
Council gn
Compensation

® Insurance, Inc.

Important Information About Your Workers Compensation Insurance

Dear Policyholder:

The National Council on Compensation Insurance, Inc. (NCCI), headquartered in Boca Raton, Florida, is

the nation’s largest information company serving the workers compensation marketplace. We provida information
services to state funds, self-insureds, independent bureaus, insurance agents, regulatory authorities, insurance
companies and employers like you.

A copy of your current experience rating worksheet is enciosed. NCCl calculates your rating annually on
behalf of the insurance industry. The experience rating madifier, detailed on this workshaat, is one

of the factors used to calculate your workers compensation insurance premium. A copy of your worksheet
will be sent to you each year as part of NCCI’s continuing sfforts to increase employer awarengss of
safety in the workplace and its impact not only on your employees, but on your bottom line. Please
remember, SAFETY in the workplace is one of the best ways to reduce warkers compensation insurance
costs.

Your experience rating factor can be found in the bottom right corner of the worksheet. A factor higher than

1.00 means your premium will be higher than that of the average company in your category. For example, a
factor of 1.10 means your base premium will be surcharged 10 percent. A factor of .90 means you have eamed a
10 percent cradit on your base premium.

Many items impact your final experience factor including your payroll classification(s), your payroll, the
frequency of injuries to your smployees, and the dollar value of those injuries (the amount of medical and
lost wage benefits paid to your injured employees as well as the amount of money held in reserve to pay
continuing benefits). This information is reported to NCCI annually by your insurer.

If you have any questions regarding your experience rating, you should contact your insurance agent
or insurance company for assistance. It is also recommendad that you retain this worksheet for your files
and for comparision to future annual calculations.

003852/000001 067001



@ WORKERS COMPENSATION EXPERIENCE RATING
PAPIO MISSOURI RIVER NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT

NAME EFFECTIVE DATE 07/01/07
SLK RISK IDENT. No 260213776
STATE NEBRASKA
1 2 3p- |e S EXPECTED|[S EXP PRIM’ CLAIM |° 0| ACT INC [°ACT PRIM
CODE | ELR RATI PAYROLL LOSSES LOSSES DATA Iy F LOSSES LOSSES
CARRIER 11347 [POLICY NO | 6KUB895X869703 EFF-DATE |07/01/031 EXP-DATE [07/01/04
5606 174 18 190088 3308 585
G217 357 17 300385 10724 1823
7520 219 18 68662 1504 271
8742 024, 1§ 404598 971 175
8810 016/ 20 894490 1431 286
0015 | 184 19 30822 567 108 A
9102 | 195 18 244576 4769 858 16
9807 ADDIT|IONAL PREMIUM |( 0 0l
POLICY-TOTAL 2133531 (SUBJECT| PREMIUM = 87681 ! Q
CARRIER 11[347 [POLICY NO | SKUB895X869704 EFF-DATE [07/01/04 EXP-DATE [04/04/05
56086 174 18 167500 2915 525
6217 387 17 239414 8547
7520 219 1§ 59590 ;
8742 024 18 3456
8810 016
2015 18
9102
9807 WA
POLICK
CARRIE 1/05
G606
6217
7520
BBO1
8742
BE10
9015
8102 18 2
Q807 ADDIT[IONAL PREMIUM
POLICK-TOTAL 650535 (SUBJECT| PREMIUM = 22640 [ ) 0
CARRIER 15/172 (POLICY NO | WCS686380 EFF-DATE j07/01/05 EXP-DATE 07/01/06
5606 174 18 446267 7765 1398 | NO 3 6 1418 1418
5217 357 17 30661449 10930 1858
7520 219 18 83404 1827 329
8601 038 18 97538 371 B7
8742 024, 18 195636 470 85
8810 016 29 949732 1520 304
(Al )} (C} EXPECTED [1s}} {El IF} ACTUAL {G) (Hi {i
EXCESS ﬁﬁﬁEss
* Total by Paolicy Yeer of all casas 42,000 or tess.
F Limited loss. 1111 PRIMARY  [12) STABILIZING {13 RATABLE
g gr:::;r.n:v::‘-las:. LOSSES VALUE EXCESS (181 TOTALS
E Employars Liabiility Logs. in WX 11-WI + (G) [HAY X tF) 1}
PAGE NUMBER 1 ACTUAL 1151 EXP.MOD.
€ W X {C) 7] Ry
DATE 02/06/07 EXPECTED

® # COPYRIGHT, 1933- 2006, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED # % THIS EXPERIENGE MODIFICATION FACTOR 15 COMPRISED OF COMPILATIONS AND (NFORMATION WHICH ARE THE
PROPRIETARY AND EXCLUSIVE PROPERTY OF NCCl NO FURTHEW USE.DISSEMINATION, SALE, TAHANSFER, ASSIGNMENT OR DISPQSITION OF THIS EXPERIENCE MODIFICATION

FACTOR OR ANY PART THERECF MAY BE MADE WITHOUT THE WRITTEN CONSENT OF NCCI. NCCI MAKES NO REPRESENTATION OR WARRANTY.EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED,AS TO

ANY MATTER WHATSGEVER INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE ACCURACY OF ANY INFORMATION , PROOUCT OR SERVICE FURNISHED HEREUNDER AND, AS TO NGO

RECIPIENT QF THIS EXPERIENGE MODIFICATION FACTOR SUBSCRIBES TO AND UTILIZES THE INFORMATION SERVICE "AS ISY. O03852/000002 DO



@ WORKERS COMPENSATION EXPERIENCE RATING ||
PAPID MISS0URI RIVER NATURAL

RESOURCES DISTRICT

NAME EFFECTIVE DATE 07/01/07
F?IFSK RISK IDENT, No 260213776

STATE NEBRASKA
! 2 ip- |4 5 EXPECTED|¢ EXP PF!IM‘7 CLAIM 8 0 |® ACT INC W ACT PRIM
CODE | ELR RATI] PAYROLL LOSSES LOSSES DATA Id F LDSSES LOSSES
9015 184, 19 37584 892 131
9102 195 18 499049 9731 1752
9807 ADDIT|IONAL PREMIUM | 0| 0}
POLICY-TOT]L 2615359 (SUBJELT| PREMIUM = 100853 | ) 1418

RATING REFLECTS| A DECREASE OF 70% MEDICAL ONL[Y PRIMARY AND EXCES[S LOSS
DOLLAR[S WHERE ERA IS APPLIED

(ARAP) IF APPL : 1 €O

ta) (B! IC} EXPECTED o]} {£) {F1 ACTUAL 1G) ) i
EXCESS EXCESS
-E! #H-1)

013 69558 84540 14982 0 22750 425 425
# Tolzl by Policy Ysar of all cesse $2,000 or lass.
¥ Limlied toss, {111 PRIMARY {121 STABILIZING {131 RATABLE
g gln"::zr:s:_:':’ lass. LOSSES VALUE EXCESS 114) TOTALS
€ Emplovers Li‘ahlility LosE. £ G X {1-wWl + IGI|IA} X |FI W
PAGE NUMBER 2 ACTUAL 425 83265 0 83690 | 5 expmon,

iE) LAl X (C) ) [N 4]

DATE 02/06/07 EXPECTED 14982 83265 5043 107290| |0 78

* % COPYRIGHT, 19%3-2006, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED % # THIS EXPERIENCE MCODIFICATION FACTOR IS COMPRISED OF COMPILATIONS AND INFORMATION WHICH ARE THE
PROPRIETARY AND EXCLUSIVE PROPERTY OF NCCL NO FURTHER USE,DISSEMINATION, SALE. TRANSFER, ASSIGNMENT OR DISPOSITICN OF THIS EXPERIENCE MODIFICATION

FACTOR OA ANY PART THEREOF MAY BE MADE WITHOUT THE WRITTEN CONSENT GF NCCL NCC/ MAKES NO REPAESENTATION OR WARRANTY,EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED.AS TO

ANY MATTER WHATSOEVER INCLUOING BUT NOT LIMITED Y& THE ACCURAGY OF ANY INFORMATION , PRODUCT OR SERVICE FUHNISHED HEREUNOSA AND, AS TO NCCH

RECIPIENT OF THIS EXPERIENCE MOSIFICATION FACTOR SUBSCRIBES TG AND UTILIZES THE INFGRMATION SERVICE "AS 5. D382/ 000003 COT001



Communities -

have a year to
Ihake repairs;
first they need
to find money
By Brad Heath, Patiick -

O'Driscolt and Emily Bazar
USATODAY. Ty Rz

 Commiinities responsible fo
.maintaining levees- publicly

identified as substandard by _:

the federal government are rac-
ing to fix preblems caised by
years of neglect.. . .

: One obstacle .might ‘prove

more- formidable than
ees themselves: money.

“The Army Corps of Engineers

identified 122 levees on Thurs-

day that'it said posed an unac- _Sai
ceptable risk of failing in a flood. . -1
Although . a few ‘of the levees:
grul:ect major cities such as Al-

uquerque and Sacramento,
many guard sparsely populated

areas and have been. over-
grown with trees and brush }

that could weaken them.

“The levees were identified by

a corps inspection program

that intensified after Hurricane -

Katrina overwhelmed Gulf
Coast levees in August 2005,

--The corps has given the com-
munities a. year to ‘make re-
pairs. That deadline has left lev-

coeps budle the levees -

2

G5 “I¢s nof like s
all- dow. i

i0, he estimated repairs will
“ost $500,000.to $1 million, - - -

Sutton said he's frustrated by
he corps’ deadline, The town
1as three months to produce a
epair plan and one year to fix
he levee; which protects about.
)0 homes and businesses, The
evee is currently covered by
now and ice. “They're de-
nanding we give them a plan in
he middle of winter. I don't
hink so,” he said. “It’s frozen
nd under snow.”

Repairifg the levee in a year

bling for the money to getthe .~
job done, For sofgg. the chal- |

ot like it's going'to |.
: i?NQFFOW;.":,‘mWI?_ .
nanager-Ted:Sutton said’ Even:

over smalter flood-

protection districts. * repairs, Cre

‘Reactions to levee maintenance report

high-as $8 million for ..

- nual budgetisless ..
than $400,000.

Seattle area ~-Southern - ' - Woonsocket,RL . |+ =
‘ With 19]eveesonthe Colorado. . ' City Engineer Alan = | .-
-list, King County is”  The small'town of .- Brodd said his city has | |

'| - considering taki Creede faces costs a5 -“done a fiir amousit of |

- maintenance” on its '
edesan- .

-~ Corps of Engineers.” ./

.- Kauai County, Hawaii
./ County Engineer Donald Fujim-
1 0to said levee cleanup is under-
~Way. Earlier, his staff“didrt realize
“‘we were responsible for main-
aining it.” :

" Pineville; Ky.

Suurﬁe: Reporting by Patrick O'Driscoll, Emily Bazar and Manin Kasindarf, USA TODAY: James
Bruggers, The {Louisville) Courlerloimral: ant Mike Letdernann, T_hg Honoluls Advertiser: -

Mayor Bob Madcn said he didn't
know a.problem had been iden-
tified, The flood walls — buili after
adevastating 1977 flood ~ were
dedicated less than 20 years ago,

also will prove financially diffi-
cult, hesaid. “It took us 10 years
to save enough money to build

a new town hall, and that only

cost between $250,000 to
$300,000,” he said..“We have
no way of paying for something
like that. I's just impossibie.”
Maj, Gen. Don Riley, director
of civil works for the corps, ac-
knowledged that manv com-

By Karl Geltes, USA TODAY

| Erie, pu
wilt cost about $60,000;}

levegsbut “apparently " -~ -
notenough forthe .|

tenarice: program™ for leve
prote .

lic works director
Mark: Gahry: said.. Fixing. them

- In Macon, Ga, a mile-long
levee that protects a water

treatment plant was considered: -
substandard by the. corps. be--
cause of trees and brush-that
have sprouted from it for years;
Cox('ips spokesman Billy Birdwell .
saj

id the flora could weaken the

considered routing. mainte-
nance,” hesaid. .\ % -

operate the levee not to discyss

o “ftor the cost of fixing it, said
munities face a challenge tofind  his Aslfokesman. Ron Wildman. .
the meney for repaiss, . 37 levees around Sacra-

“Some communities have
more chailenges than others
when it.comes to the funding,”
he said. Communities will have
to “look within their own local
community, then look to the
state, then possibly look to their
congressional delegation” for fi-
nancial asgistance. “1t will he a

mento.were inchided -on. the
corps' list. Last year, California
voters approved a-plan to boi-
row $5 billien for flood-control
improvements, which would
pay for levee repairs. Jay Punia,
the general ]
nia’s State Reclamation Board,

<aid mamy lncal manamare dan's

evees.
two fslands i Lake

_ .They've started tri

levee, “Many of these items.are:

sgroundhogs. and fill' their tun-
L % elswith cement, he said,

‘Macon's mayer, C. Jack Elis,

ordered city employees who

1 of Califor- -

the list
; g thé Rio Grande in
Albuquerque. The: concerns

the problems are
e ¢an be frus-

ly ﬂedby. &‘ll;ieén under-

mined by groumdhogs,

" Township: officials say the
anted to°fix. the' dike, whi

tects: abe omes, but
ildn't bécause’'it’s inside the

" security fence around a nuclear

ower plant; and they don't
ave access toit. :
i The plant agreed to let work-

-ersiniafter the corps threatened

to-decertify the levee, town su-
pervisor: William Frey saégl.

e
brush-and plan-to lure out the

. In othier places, environmen-

“tal rules: have complicated ef-
forts to clear-brush, especially
{in places where vegetation has

grown for a long time, Riley

‘said: “There are some trees that
“iare (being) fourid to house en-

dangered species. So it's not a

‘sighple matter of just removing

thetree.”

Contributing; Peter Eisler, Lau-
ra Parker, Williarn Welch; Ta- _

‘mara Audi, Detroit Free Press

eV aminnnidamal@. 3 48



Sites of
risky
levees
listed

|Some areas lack
funcls for repairs

By Peter Eisler
USATODAY .
WASHINGTON — Bowing to de-
mands from news organizations,
the Army- Corps-of Engineers re-
vealed the locations Thursday of
122 levees nationwide that are so
poorly maintained they could fail in
amajor flood. o
Some of the substandard levees
protect densely populated areas,

such a5 Springfield, Mass.; Albu-

querque and Sacramento. Many
others are in rural areas, where
they shield valuable farmland' but
relatively few people,
Maj. Gen. Don -Rit
civil' works: for the corps, said he
does not know. how many: people
. live near the levees or what the re-
quired repairs might cost. He said
comimunities have one year to fix
the problems. . .- °
If a levee's deficiencies are not
corrected, people living: nearby

might have to buy flood insurance. -

Some Jocal officials said they
need more time to find ways to pay
for the repairs, which typically cost
millions of dellars. ,

" “Ayear may be too short for folks
to respond and to have the re-
sources to respond,” said Susan Gil-
sop, who heads the National Asso-
ciation of Flood & Stormwater
Management Agencies, which rep-
resentslocal levee operators. .

- In many cases, the levees were
builtby. the corps and turned over
to local communities, which are re-
sponsible for maintenance. In those
cases; Gilson said, “there should be
a‘tomiitinent at the federal level
tosharecosts” . . . .

Somie local officials first learned
of the problems this week, after

; director of

“awners could be re )
flood. insurance policies ‘costing

hundreds_ ofdollars a year or more.

' USA TODAY reported Moriday that

the corps. had found 146 evees
with problems so severe that

, floeds could overwhelm them, The
 corps, which inspects about 2,000
| levees. nationally, refused’ at that

time to list the specific levees, -
- USA TODAY. and. the ‘Associated
Press thien requested the list under

the Freedom.of Information Act,

The fidl list. of levees.can be seen

-atnews.usatoday.corm.”

- Riley said the corps- wanted to

‘wait to release-the list until it fin-

ished notifying ail commithities re-
sponsible for maintaining those lev-

| -ees. He noted that 24 levees were
_dropped from the earliet ount be-

Cause some communities have cor-

‘Tected the-problems; He said that
| ‘the :corps “will likely. find more
(levees). that"are deficient” when
|- additional inspections and reviews

{:dre donein the corning months,

|, Most of -the levee -problems
| found by the corps stemmed from
| tregan .brl]]sh‘;gmwth,.'animalbur--

rows-and erpsion, Riley said, " .
+ "What we're:doing at this point is
making: sure-the’ maintenance. re-

| Quirements are’ met ‘and having
m S with the levee owners

miake sure 'they understand

-'what they'need to.do,” Riley said.

[ithe levees arer'tfixed;
»Thie-coips: could: temove the

i1 levees from its inspection and reha-
- bilitation program, That means the
‘| communities that own'the levees
- would be inefigible for federal 3ssis-

Jance to repair any damage the lev-

|.ees might suffer in 4 major flood.

» The Federal Emergency Man-

| agement Agency could decide ot
| t0: consider. :the levées. adeqgite

'|flood. controls. ‘Propértiés behind
| those levees ‘would then be
,deemedhigh risks for flooding; and

ited ‘to. buy

I'was thrilled to read USA TODAY's arti-
cle “146 US. levees may fail in flood.” So
many Ameticans have Katrina fatigue and
blame the victims for their predicament
when the flooding was a government-
designed disaster (News, Monday).

Maintenance of our levees was but one
problem. There were underlying structur-
al problems that led to the lure, not

maintenance — and that should be more

frightening to anyone living within reach
of a levee systemn the [, Army Corps of
Engineers designed. ’
The corps ignored its own studies that
Fredictﬂd failure of the levees in New Or-
eans. One study found the rate of subsid-
ence to be greater than that used in de-
signing the levees, so the levees were
built lower than they should have been,
The second studly found in some places
the sediment on which the levees were
buillt would slip when saturated, The
corps admitted these and other flaws in a
6,000 page report, ‘ ,
Their negligence has cost us lives,
homes, livelthoods and perhaps a culture;
and it can happen to you, far from the Gulf

.Z/ 21" 7
Ul T b,

- Flooding was ‘govemmént-designed disaster’

Voices of Katrina:
Rebuilding a region

As we recover from one of the worst
natural disasters in our country's histo-
1y, USA TODAY is interested in hearing
about people’s experiences with the re-.
building process in the Gulf Coast re-
gion. Maybe you're starting over in a
new lacation, or you're trying to rebuild
in a neighborhood hit by Katrina, We
‘want to shiare those stories here and on-
line so others might learn from them,

Write to editor@usatoday.com or fax
to 703-854-2053. Pleasé include your
contact number, city and state for ver-
ification purposes, Comments i the
newspaper will be edited for accuracy
Ldarity and length,

Coast and hurricane zone.
nlike with a private firm, you cannot
sue the corps for damages.
Amanda Phillips
New Orleans




Ice concerns rise
on Platte River

Thickening ice on the Platte
River has officials keeping a
wary eyeon the situation.

Marlin Petermann, assistant
general manager of the Papio-
Missouri River Natural Re-
sources District, said the ice
near Valley ranged from 10
inches to 15.5 inches thick and
averaged 13.3 inches when it
was measured Tuesday.

Snow cover feeds water to
the river when melting occurs,
and the low temperatures will
leadtothickerice.,

The key concern is rapid
warming, Petermann said. If
the ice breaks up in large
chunks instead of melting grad-
ually, the chunks can back up
and cause water to spill out into
the valley. W I+
—Nancy Gaarder 2-9-07
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Irrigators fight water agencies over call to sus

iio¢ -+ By Davip Honoue
S WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

VALENTINE, Neb. — Irrigation
farming threatens o sap the Nio-
brara River, the state's premier ca-
noeing stream, say state and federal
ageneies,

The National Park Service and the
Nebraska Game and Parks Commis-
sicn are asking local and state water
managers tc temporarily stop issu-
ing permits for new irrigation across
hundreds of miles of northern Ne-

braaka,

“We perceive a rush to grab wa-
ter,” said Tyler Cole, a Park Service
hydrolegist inQ*Neill.

Some irrigators in this region ot
cawbays and canoes, however, are
skeptical of the need for an irrigation
timeout and suspicious of the agen-
cies' motives,

“They want control of this river,"
saidrancher Jack Bond of Kilgare.

The Park Service manages a
71-mile stretch of the Nighrara east
of Valentine &s a national scenic

river and is charged with protecting
its patural wonders.

The area is the biological cross-
roads of the continent. Feeding the
Tiver are hundreds of waterfalls and
thousands of springs seeping water
from rhe Sand Hills,

The Niobrera attracts about 63,600
visitors a year and is credited with
supporting more than 100 local jobs.

Canoe outfitters are cencerned
zbout falling Flows in the Niobrara,
Rocks and sandbars that weren't ex-
posed until July in past vears are now

pend permits

revealed in May and June, said
TwylaGrahamof Valentine.

“We realize there's a drought,” she
said, "butlrrigation’s got tobe partos -
the cause.”

Graham said falling levels of up-
dergronnd water and viver water
could harm the valley's unique eco-
systernl,

Cole said a cursory exemination of
Niobrara hydroiogy records shaws a
downward trend in river flows and
anupward trend in farm applications

See Niobrara: Page2




Wiobrara: Lrigation blamed
for decreasing levels of river water

Continuedfrom Page 1

totake water from theriver.

State records show 629 sc-
tive or pending diversions of
Niobrara water in Nebraska,
nearly all for agricuitural pur-
poses. More permits have been
issued to divert Niobrara water
so far this decade than during
allofthe 1990s, Colesaid.

Bond has active or pending
permits to draw 32 cubic feet
per second — or 14,362 patlons
per minute — from the river.
That's the eguivalent of 9 per-

cent oflost-year's scason-low -

flow onJuly 31,

The state and federal agen-
cies have pitched their plan to
the Middle and Lower Niobrara
Natural Resources Districts,
aleng the river's central and
eastern stretches. A meeting
with the Upper Niobrara-White
NRI in northwestern Ne-
braska is scheduled next
month.

Ann Bleed, director of the
Nebraska Natural Resources
Department, plans tomeet next
month with the three NRDs to
begin talks on their visions of
the river's future,

The goal is to help prevent
further deciines in the MNio-
brara until the Nebraska Game
and Parks Commission applies
for a right to protect a certain
amount of the stream flow for
recreation, fish and wildlife.
The commission warnts time to
study how much water it would
ask to preserve.

Under the plan, the Middle
and Lower Niobrara NRDs
would impose temporary mora-
toriums onnew groundwaterir-
rigatien wells. The Upper
Nicbrara-White NRD already
has a moratorium,

The bans would let the De-
partment of Natural Resources
impose a similar halt on farm
permits to pump water from
the Niobrara.

Cole said warnings of what
could happen to the Niobrara
can he seen in the trickling
flows and dry summer
streambeds of the Platte and
Republican Rivers,

“1t is naive to believe that wa-
ter resoyrces in this basin are
any less threatened,” he told
the Lower Niobrara NRD board
last week,

Larry Hutchinson of Lincoln,
water resources manager for
the Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission, said state offi-
cials are worried that farmers
frustrated with water limita-
tions and drought inother areas
of the state will start buying
land in the water-rich Niobrara
pasintodevelopirrigation.

Bond, whose operation spans

" the Njobrara southwest of Val-

entirie, moved from the Repub-
lican © River basin in the
mid-1990s.

“¥t is naive to belleve
that water resourcas
in this
basin are
any less
threatened
(than the
Platte and
Republican
River basins),

Tyler Cole, National Parks
Sericé hydrologist -

He has state-issued permits
to take water from the Niobrara
upstream from the scenicriver
stretch of the stream. Bond
pumps water to center-pivot
sprinklers on the tableland
above the rugged river valley
toirrigate ryeand millet tofeed
his cattle herd during winter.

A moratorium isn't neces-
sary, Bond said, because farm-
ers have already developed
land near the river, the most
suitable for irrigating. Canyons
and hills rimming the river pre-
vent wide use of irrigation,

“The terrain here dictates
how much water you'll take out
of the river,” he said. “It gov-
ernsitself.” '

Hutchinson said the concern
isn’t only how much water any
individual irrigator diverts
from the Niobrara upstream
from its lederally protected
stretch. ‘

“It's cumulative. Nine per-
cent of the flow isn’t a smell
amoeunt. If that doubies, all of a
sudden it could be critical,” he
said. -

Topm Higgins of Newport, a
member of the Lower Niobrara
NRD board, said he doesn't dis-
agree with the stewardship
message behind the agencies’
proposal but he doesn't like the
tdea of preventing irrigation.

Higgins also said the agen-
cics used sketchy data to make
educated guesses.

'“You don't need a morato-
rivm on the whole river while
youmake your guess,” hesaid.

Rancher Jerry Adamson of
Valentine, a Cherry County
commissicner, said the Nio-
brara basin shouldn’t be com-
pared with the froubied Platte
and Republican Rivers.

Hutchinson said Nebraskans
have an opportunity to protect
the Niobrare in ways not possi-
ble for the Platte or Republican,

“We never had a chance on
the Republican belore it was
fully allocated for irrigation,
and then groundwater (irriga-
tion) development affected
ftows," he said, “and the Platte
was pretty well appropriated
long 2go,

“The Nicbrara is still a viable
river.”
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Protections

sought for
rural areas

W Developers would face stricter land-use
regulations in a Douglas County proposal.

z-/7-07
By Nancy GAARDER

WORLI-HERALD STAFFWRITER

Nature would be treated with a
gentler hand when some of the
remaining rural areas of Douglas
County are developed, under pol-
icies up for approval by the
county.

The county is proposing to re-
quire that developers minimize
disturbance of the natural con-
twours of the land and protect
unigue features, a practice
known as conservation design.

Additionally, the county would
require mere natural dissipation

of storm water through greater

use of filtration and less reliance
on storm Sewers.

The Douglas County Planning
Commission last week recom-
mended that the County Board
approve the regulations. A public
hearing will be held at the Feb. 27
County Board meetirng, dand the
board could vote on the policies
that day.

Kent Holm, director of Doug-
Jas County Envirofmnental Serv-
ices, said the changes create the
opportunity for “some unique ly-
ingenvirenments.”

Naturdl ~prairies,. wetlands,
hillsides and wooded dreas would
more likely be preserved utider

NN

Get involved

Publlc hearing on Douglas
County’s new development
regulations: 9a.m. Feb. 27,
Legislative Chamber, City-County
Building, 1819 Farnam St.

Informationat meeting on
environmental development: 7
p.m. Feb. 27, Scott Conference
Center, 6450 Pine St.

Technical workshops on
development practices: Feb. 28
and March 1.

Questions? Call 444-6362

these new rules, hesaid,

And though it is difficult to
generalize, Holm said, homes
typically would be clustered to-
‘gether, with less space between
houses and potentially smaller
front yards. )

But neighborhoods would have
more green space held in com-
mon. Open areas would be con-
solidated and could be used as
parkland or buffers alongside
creeks. ’ ’

The regulations will require
that at least 30 percent of a devel-
opment be set aside as green
space, he said,

' SeeLand: Page2

- Land: Conservation design offers gentler approach

Continued from Page 1

Pruperty values should bene-
fit, said Amy Haase, a planner
with R1DG Planning and Design,
the Omaha-based consulting
group that helped the county de-
velop theregulations.

“Studies have shown that con-
servation-designed subdivisions
seil better and appreciate at a
better rate,” Haase said.

The proposed rules would ap-
ply to the.approximately 20 per-
cent of Douglas County that is
subject to county authority.

Holm said developers, utilities
and governments should see de-

creased costs in the affected
area, because clustered develop-
ment results in fewer miles of
sewers, natural gas pipes and wa-
ter mains.

Jerry Slusky, a real estate at-
torney, said the changes will
mean additional but acceptabie
design hoops far developers.

“It makes all the sense in the
world,” Slusky said. “Instead of
just doing a grading plan that’s
best for developers, you balance
out what is best for the environ-
ment, and that'sagood test.”

The City of Omaha also clus-
ters developments in rural areas,

but one of the ways in which
Douglas County takes its policies
further is requiring that compan-
ion open space remain perma-
nently open, Holm said.

Anunderlying goal of theregu-
lations’is to reduce storm-water
runcff and water pollution.

The regulations require devel-
opers to find the best way possi-
ble to reduce runoff from a site.
Urban runoff is one of the final
major sources of water pellution
that the federal government has
been pushing metropolitan areas
tocontrol.

As a result, the regulations
may spur more use of such things

as rain barrels, rain gardens and
rooftop gardens.

"Had these practices been in
place years age, we would not
have near as many problems with
storm water that we do today,”
sajd Clare Duda, a board mem-
ber.

He said the county continues to
meet with Washington County of -
ficials to come up with additional
storm water policies that provide
an alternative to the plan being
pushed by the Papio-Missouri
River Natural Resources Dis-
trict and area cities. That NRD-
ted plan relies heavily on dams to
catch storm runoff,




Fon Lehman of Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District fr
ley for ice jams. There already has been some lowland flooding, an
concerned about more extensive floodin
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equently checks the Platte River near val-
d emergency management officials are

g with heavy rain forecast for this weekend.

[ce, rainy forecast raise flooding
fears near Elkhorn, Platte Rivers

By Kevin CoLE
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

Predicted heavy rain and
thunderstorms could make fora
long weekend. of watching and
waiting aleng some Nebraska
rivers.

The National Weather Serv-
ice issued flood warnings in
Platte and Buffalo Counties
earlier this week.

In Sarpy County, emergency
management personnel and
County Board members are
meeting today to discuss plans
in the event of flooding along
the Elkhorn and Platte Rivers.

“We hope nothing is going to
happen, but we want to be
ready,” said Lt. Russ Zeeb of the
Sarpy County Sheriff’s Office.
“We are going to make a flyover

to get the freshest information
possible before the meeting."”

Tim Hofbauer, the emer-
gency management director for
Platte County, said ice jams
along the Loup River upstream
from Columbus have caused
some lowland flooding.

Darrin Lewis, the emergency
management director for Buf-
falo County, said ice jams on the
Platte River don't seem to be
causing any probiems near
Kearney —yet.

Rain Saturday could turn to
snow Sunday, with tempera-
tures dropping from the high
30s early in the day Sunday to
low 30s later in the day, said
Tony Zartman of AccuWeather,
The World-Herald's weather
consultant.

A mix of snow and rain is

likely just north and west of
Omaha. And southeastern Ne-
braska and southwestern Iowa
could see thunderstorms Friday
night and Saturday.

Joyce Schram, whose family
farms along the Platte River in
Sarpy County, said she remem-
bers the wide-spread flooding
that occurred in 1966, 1978 and
1993.

“From my perspective, the
worst scenario would be thun-
derstorms bringing an inch or
two of rain before the ice (on the
Platte) gets a chance to break
up,” she said. “If it rains and
there's still a lot of ice, that’s
like raining on cement. It will
justrunoffinto thevalley.”

World-Herald staff writer
Rhonda Stansberry contributed
tothis story.




