Agenda Item: 11.

MEMORANDUM

TO THE BOARD:
SUBJECT:  General's Manager Report
DATE: May 102004

FROM: Steve Oltmans, General Manager

A. INFORMATION/EDUCATION REPORT: A copy of the I&E Report detailing Information
and Education activities of the District for the month of April, 2004, is attached for your review.

B. MISCELLANEOUS/PERSONNEL ITEMS: - None.

C. REPORT ON_ PURCHASES - CONSTRUCTION SERVICES. PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES, PERSONAL PROPERTY: Pursuant to Board direction, attached is a report
indicating construction services, professional services and personal property purchases for the
month of April, 2004. Please review this report and contact me if you have any questions.

D. CURRENT AND ON-GOING PROJECTS — P-MRNRD LEGAL COUNSEL: Attached
is a copy of the current and on-going projects for District Legal Counsel, Paul Peters, as of
April 19, 2004. T would ask each Director to review this listing. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact me.

E. POSITION PAPERS ON NATURAL RESOURCES NEEDS AND WATER POLICY:
The Chamber of Commerce Ag Council held its annual Washington D.C. Trip on April 27 —
29, 2004. Unfortunately the GM was unable to participate in this trip, but did provide
position papers on Natural Resources Needs and Water Policy for the group. I have attached
copies of both for your information.

F. NEWS CLIPS:

April 8, 2004, The Omaha Reader Article — Metro Area Trails Connect Humans to the
Outdoors

April 9, 2004, Omaha World Herald Article — Urban population increases; Sarpy County
leads the way

April 9, 2004, Papillion Times Article — Household waste facility nearing completion

April 13, 2004, Omaha World Herald Article — Power line to g0 on 72™ Street

April 14, 2004, Omaha World Herald Article — 72" Street neighbors bracing for power
lines. OPPD decides not to place the poles along the Keystone Trail.

April 14, 2004, Omaha World Herald Article — Trail system a go, its developer says. He
tells officials in Waterloo and Valley about the project linking Fremont with Omaha.
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April 14, 2004, Bellevue Leader Article — City wins grant to clean up site of power plant.
April 21, 2004, Omaha World Herald Article — City begins removing houses along Cole
Creek

April 22, 2004, Papillion Times Article — Eagle project aims to make the wild more
enjoyable.

April 26, 2004, Omaha World Herald Article — Lincoln, NRD reach water pact

April 29, 2004, Omaha World Herald Article — Report supports aiding species. The
National Academy of Sciences urges an ecosystem approach to the Platte River.

April 29, 2004, Omaha World Herald Editorial — A job well done. An independent review
finds Platte River is vital to cranes, other species.

May 2, 2004, Omaha World Herald Editorial Cartoon — Platte River — Need Water

May 2, 2004, Omaha World Herald Editorial — Getting into the field. Conservation funds
achieve no good if they’re left on the table.

May 4, 2004, Omaha World Herald Article — State’s list of polluted lakes, streams grows.
May 6, 2004, Burt County Plain dealer Picture — Arbor Day

May 6, 2004, Omaha World Herald Article — Oh, the view from the new bridges

May 10, 2004, Omaha World Herald Article — Foes of well field get another shot to block
project. MUD wants permission to pump water out of a Saunders County aquifer.



April 2004

Information & Education Report

Information

Finalized work on Spring 04 SPECTRUM

Continued preparations for NE Envirothon at Platte River State Park
Staffed booth with Omaha Rotary at Activate Omaha event at Qwest Center
Began work on Omaha 150 ad in World Herald

Continued preparations for Earth Day Omaha Celebration

Set up and attended Western Douglas Trails news conference

Gave presentation to S.W. Kiwanis Club

Updated web site pages

Continued work on staff survey

Education

Facilitated LEP teacher training

Outlined PMRNRD education programs for LPSNRD Education Specialist
Toured HD Zoo education programs

Presented to Morton Elementary Cub Scouts

Packaged and handed out 8,000 education trees

Sent out press release on NRD spring programs

Set-up and Staffed ACTivate Omaha booth

Presented at Arlington Elementary Earth Day Festival

Presented Enviroscape to all 3™ Graders at St. Wenceslaus

Assisted at Benson West Elementary Arbor Day Festival

Continued taking seed orders

Sent out confirmation letters for spring hikes at Chalco

Managed 135 volunteer hours

Finished LEP correlations to NE Education Standards

Continued NRD ‘KUDOS’ program

Sent Wellness e-mails to staff and continued planning Wellness activities
Sent out Karen Western Mini-Grants

Continued working on dye-cut handout for NRD programs (currently at printers)



PAPIO-MISSOURI RIVER
&ij7..  NATURAL
RESOURCES
DISTRICT

- 8907 5. 154TH ST.
OMAHA, NE 68138-3621

Updated: April 19, 2004

Current and On-Going Projects
P-MRNRD Legal Counsel

© = Top Priority

F = Future Work -~ No Assignment
N = New Assignment

O = Others Handling

W = Work in Progress

P = PFP’s Portion Completed

* Big Papio Channel Project - West Center Road to West Dodge Road (Woodward):

¢ Little Papio: (Cleveland)
¢ Big Papio : (Cleveland)
e West Branch (Cleveland):

o Land Exchange with Sarpy Co. (96" St.) (W)
o Purchase Agreements, deeds (90" to Giles) (N)

* Western Sarpy Dike (Sklenar, Cleveland):

o Closing with Bundy’ s (potentially modify ROW/offer) (F)

o Complete easements - three dikes and one drainage ditch (F)

& Amended drainage ditch easements on Hickey (First National and Bundy Properties) (W)
9 Levee ROW Documents (RSP, etc.) (W)

@ Cabin ROW Documents, as needed (W)

e Floodway Purchase Program (Woodward):

o Floodway Property Purchase Agreements for Proskel Property at Elbow Bend (P)
¢ Trail Projects (Bowen):
o Bennington Trail Interlocal Agreement (W)

* Missouri River Corridor Project (Becic):

o California Bend - Final settlement with tenant (Wright’ s) (W)
o Lower Decatur Bend - Appraisal Review, ROW documents and habitat easements (W)
o Missouri River Pedestrian Bridge Professional Services Contract Review (N)



¢ USDA P.L. 566 Projects, Silver Creek and Pigeon/Jones Watershed (Puls/Cleveland):

o Silver Creek Site Easements- as needed (W)
o Release of Site S-7 Easement (W)
3 Papio Site S-27 (Fox Ridge Estates) Trail Easements (W)

e Papio Watershed Dam Sites:

o Dam Site 19 agreement ( Petermann) (F)
o Dam Site 13 Agreement (Petermann) (F)

o Papio Creek Watershed Partnership (Stormwater) (Woodward):

o NRD Bonding Authority Legislation (N)
o Partnership Interlocal Agreement (P)

¢ Rural Water Projects: (Sklenar)

9 Agreement with SID 296 for WCRW #1 N)

e Other:
o Interlocal Agreement with Bellevue for Missouri Riverfront Development (W) (Becic)

& Interlocal Agreement for Dakota County Natural Resources Center (W) (Puls)
& Professional Services Contract with BCDM for Elkhorn River Access Site (N) Sklenar

/peters/project lists/2004-April 2004



April, 2004

Position Paper on Natural Resources Needs
For Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce
Ag Council — Washington D.C. Trip

Nebraska’s whole agricultural base rests with wise management of the soil and water, surface
and groundwater.

The 2002 Farm Bill is investing millions of dollars nationwide, and in Nebraska, to protect
these natural resources. It almost truly is a “golden era for conservation.” Most of these dollars
are going to private, working lands, and not to land retirement programs, thus keeping the
economic wheels turning.

The Conservation Reserve Program however, does idle highly erodible land which is a
benefit for combating soil erosion and improving wildlife habitat. Currently 1.1 million acres are
in CRP. These former cropland acres are now planted to grass and trees. While idling land and
reducing erosion, this program offers a viable option to reduce marginal production on marginal
land yet providing some financial return to the landowner.

The 2002 Farm Bill conservation programs, other than CRP, are aimed at protecting privately
held crop and range land that is still in production.

The largest of these programs is the Environmental Quality Incentives Program. In this last
Farm Bill, this program grew in Nebraska from a 1997 five million dollar program to the 2004,
$23.5?7 million program. These dollars are targeted at range problems, crop land soil erosion and
other natural resource concerns.

About $4.4 million of EQIP is aimed at converting furrow irrigation systems, which are
highly inefficient water users, to more efficient sprinkler irrigation systems. This change alone is
saving literally thousands of gallons of water from being pumped, better management of the
water supply, better management of the chemicals applied to the crops, and a cleaner
environment. :

Omaha has a historical connection to the beef industry. Another $2.3 million dollars of the
EQIP funds are directed at improving the animal manure management systems. These
improvements involve everything from building a manageable manure pit to keep fecal matter
from the streams, to proper application of this natural fertilizer to the cropland at the proper rates.

The Wetlands Reserve Program, operational since 1993 in Nebraska, has restored over 30,000
acres of wetlands. Wetlands provide a valuable natural filter of runoff water, chemicals and
sediment keeping the waterways cleaner. Many of these wetlands have been installed along the
Missouri River, on land damaged by the floods of the early 1990’s. These wetlands will reduce
damages and help capture some of the excess flows, whenever the river may flood again. In
addition, many of these wetlands are improving wildlife habitat and have become highly sought
after sites for nature watchers or hunters. The farmer has found a new source of income!

Two other programs are aiding the protection of agriculture land. The Farm & Ranchland
Protection Program, and the Grassland Reserve Program are aimed at landowners who want to
keep for the future the best cropland as farm land and to preserve the grass lands as well.

The Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program, since 2002, has pumped over $2.2 million dollars in
265 contracts on wildlife habitat improvements on over 138,000 acres. These improvements
have multiple benefits of creating more habitat for wildlife, especially threatened and endangered
species, and recreational opportunities for people.



In summary, the protection of the natural resources in Nebraska has a direct link to the Omaha
area. Omabha is literally downstream from much of Nebraska. People still like to eat. People
still like to drive cars, and more hopefully will with less oil dependent fuel and crop based fuel.
The trees and crop residues on the agricultural land remove carbon dioxide from the air and store
the carbon for plant growth. People and businesses need water and Omaha is dependent on clean
water in the rivers.

Some people have said Omaha is no longer dependent on the states’ agricultural industry.
Yes the swings of agriculture may have less of an impact. But as long as people eat, drink clean
water, and breathe air, Omaha has a vested interested in the protection of this states’ natural
resources.

We encourage our legislature, our President and our Congress to continue these present
Farm Bill investment in our natural resources.



April, 2004

Position Paper on Water Policy
For Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce
Ag Council — Washington D.C. Trip

The Agriculture Council of the Omaha, Nebraska Chamber of Commerce strongly
encourages all Federal agencies with responsibilities for water to work closely with the
respective States. It is important to recognize:

» Water is the lifeblood of each of the arid Western States, the allocation of which
determines the future of each Western State's economic, environmental, social
and cultural fortunes; and

» Each Western State has developed comprehensive systems for the appropriation,
use and distribution of water tailored to its unique physiographic, hydrologic and
climatic conditions found within that state;

> The United States does not have a water management system that is equivalent to
those of the Western States for the appropriation, use or distribution of water; and

» Congress has consistently recognized the primacy of state water law because of
the need for comprehensive water management systems tailored to the unique
needs and characteristics of the individual states

Resolution of contemporary water issues requires a collaborative partnership between
Federal, State, tribal, and local government as well as stakeholders.



1988
Staffing: 441
Federal Programs:
Agriculture Conservation Prog. (ACP)
Great Plains Cons. Program (GPCP)
Watershed Operations
Watershed Planning
Soil Survey
Resource Conservation
and Development (RC&D)
HEL Compliance
Sodbuster
‘Wetland Conservation
Conservation Reserve Program

1890
423

.Agriculture Conservation Prog.
‘Great Plains Cons. Program
Watershed Operations
Watershed Planning

Soil Survey

;Resource Conservation

\and Development

{HEL Compliance

Sodbuster

|Wetland Conservation Compl.
{Conservation Reserve Prog.

CO-30
i Hydrologic Unit Areas
| Demonstrations
Fiscal Direct TA
Year Obligations
(Excludes reimbursements and
easements) |
1994] 3 19,134,789
19951 $ 17,509,113
1996] $ 19,096,108
1997 $ 18,088,091
1998] $ 18,799,042
1999( $ 21,708,584
2000{ $ 21,709,594
2001] $ 21,893,928
2002] 3 24,251,326
2003| $ 28,041,124
2004( $ 31,933,780 ***

EXPANSION OF NEBRASKA NRCS WORKLOAD

Bolded items are new for year shown

1996
357

|Great Plains Cons. Program*
‘Watershed Operations
Watershed Planning
Soil Survey
Resource Conservation
and Development
 HEL Compliance
Sodbuster
Wetland Conservation Compliance
Conservation Reserve Prog.

C0O-30
Hydrologic Unit Areas
Demonstrations
Continuous CRP
Environmental Quality
Incentives Prog. ($130 mil.)

Wildlife Habitat
Incentives Program
Wetland Reserve Program

Farmland Protection
Program

Conservation Farm Operation

Emergency Watershed
Protection + Fidpin Easmt.

2001
310

Great Plains Cons. Program*
Watershed Operations
Watershed Planning
Soil Survey
Resource Conservation
and Development
HEL Compliance
Sodbuster
Wetland Conservation Compliance
Conservation Reserve Prog.

Continuous CRP
Environmental Quality
incentives Program ($200 million)

Wildlife Habitat
Incentives Program ($10 million)
Wetland Reserve Program

Farmland Protection
Program ($10 million)

Emergency Watershed
Protection + Floodplain Easement
Clean Water Action Plan
Animal Feeding
Op/Confined AFO

CRP Wetland Pilot
:Soil & Water Cons. Act

2002
310

‘Great Plains Cons. Program*
:Watershed Operations
Watershed Planning
|So§l Survey
:Resource Conservation

and Development
{HEL Compliance
|Sod Buster
|Weﬁand Conservation Compl.
'Conservation Reserve Program

:Continuous CRP
{Environmental Quality Incentives
Program ($400 million)

Wildlife Habitat Incentives
Prog. ($15 million)

Wetland Reserve Program
expanded up to 250,000 acres
i
|Farm & Ranch Protection Program
(810 million)

Emergency Watershed
Protection + Floodplain Easement
{Clean Water Action Plan
Animal Feeding Op/Confined
AFO expanded by dropping
1000 AU Limit in EQIP
CRP Wetl. Pilot, part of continuous
Soil & Water Cons. Act*

2003
313

;Great Plains Cons. Program*
:Watershed Operations
Watershed Planning
iSoil Survey
iResource Conservation

and Development (statewide)
{HEL Compliance
Sod Buster
:Wetland Conservation Compliance
Conservation Reserve Program
expanded up to 39.2 million acres

Continuous CRP
Environmental Quality Incentives
Program ($695 million)

Wildlife Habitat Incentives
Prog. ($30 miliion)

Wetland Reserve Program
expanded up to 245,000 acres

Farm & Ranch Protection Program
(expanded to $100 million)

Emergency Watershed
Protection + Floodplain Easement
Clean Water Action Pian
Animal Feeding Op/Confined
AFO expanded by dropping
1000 AU Limit in EQIP

Soil & Water Cons. Act*
Grassland Reserve Program

Conservation Security Program

Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Prog. (CREP)

2004
now 335, may go to 344

Great Plains Cons. Program*
Watershed Operations ($87 million)
‘Watershed Planning ($10.5 million)
:Soil Survey
Resource Conservation

and Development ($51.9 million)
HEL Compliance
Sod Buster
‘Wetland Conservation Compliance
Conservation Reserve Program
expanded up to 39.2 million acres

Continuous CRP

Environmentat Quality Incentives
:Program ($975 million)

[EQIP GW/SW ($51 million)
Wildlife Habitat Incentives

Prog. ($42 million)

Wetland Reserve Program
expanded up to 245,000 acres
Capped at 189,144

Farm& Ranch Protection Program
(to $112 million)

1 Emergency Watershed
Protection + Floodplain Easement
Clean Water Action Plan
Animal Feeding Op/Confined
AFO expanded by dropping
1000 AU Limit in EQIP

Soil & Water Cons. Act*
Grassland Reserve Program ($85 million)

Conservation Security Program
($41 million)

%Conservation Reserve
:Enhancement Prog. (CREP)

State/Local: .Watershed Rehab Program Watershed Rehabilitation Program Watershed Rehabilitation Program
' (328 million)

NE Soil & Water Cons. Program NE Soil & Water Cons. Prog. NE Soil & Water Cons. Program NE Soil & Water Cons. Program NE Soil & Water Cons. Program NE Soil & Water Cons. Program NE Soil & Water Cons. Program

NRD Cost/Share NRD Cost/Share NRD Cost/Share NRD Cost/Share NRD Cost/Share NRD Cost/Share NRD Cost/Share

319 1319 319 319** + DEQ Watershed Treatment 319 + DEQ Watershed Treatment 319 + DEQ Watershed Treatment 319 + DEQ Watershed Treatment

* Program not funded, but we are still servicing contracts

** Program funding doubled in 1999
***Subject to change

NE Environmental Trust (NET)

From 1990 to present, increased Partnership activities such as State Technical Committee, focal work groups,
Rainwater Basin Joint Venture, Agribility, Sandhills Task Force and Grazing Lands Coalition.

NE Environmental Trust (NET)
.NE Buffer Strip Program
State Livestock Waste

I

NE Environmental Trust (NET)
NE Buffer Strip Program
State Livestock Waste

NE Environmental Trust (NET)
NE Buffer Strip Program
:State Livestock Waste

Technical Service Provider coordination

NE Environmental Trust (NET)
NE Buffer Strip Program
State Livestock Waste

as of March 2004
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Urban population increases;
Narpy County leads the: way

Y4-g-0 +
By PauL GooODSELL
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Five new houses per day.

Forty-four babies a week.

Two hundred and fifty more
people amonth.

Those numbers show why
Sarpy is growing faster than
any county in Nebraska or west-
ern Iowa, according to new esti-

mates by the U.S. Census Bu-~

reau.

Perched on Omaha’s southern
boundary, Sarpy grew by 8.1
percent between the latest cen-
sus in April 2000 and the July
2003 estimates released today.

The gains in Sarpy and, to a
lesser extent, in other large or
suburban counties contrast
sharply with many parts of Ne-
braskaand Iowa.

Overall, Nebraska grew 1.6
percent during those 39 months.
Iowa gained less than 1 percent.
And more than two-thirds of the
counties in the two states lost
population.

“It’s a continuation of the past

. Eight counties in the Omaha "\5

- metro area grew 3.4% to. a
_totalof 793,172.

2003 popuiation |
. estimates:and:
. changefrom
_ census:2000.

. SOURCE:USS. -
Census Bureau i

DEAN WEINLAUB/THE WORLD-HERALD

several decades, where (Ne-
braska’s) population is becom-
ing more and more concen-
trated in its largest counties,”
said Jerry Deichert, a census
specialist at the University of
Nebraskaat Omaha.

The eight-county Omaha
metro area grew by 3.4 percent
since Census 2000 and now to-
tals 793,172. Lincoln and sur-
rounding Lancaster County in-
creased 4.3 percent.

See Census: Page?2

Census: Sarpy leads state in growth

Continued from Page 1

For the first time in history,
Nebraska’s three largest coun-
ties — Douglas, Sarpy and Lan-
caster — account for a majority
of the state’s residents. Back in
1930, the three counties had just
25 percent of Nebraska’s popu-
lation.

The trend isn’t about to turn
around quickly, Deichert said.
Population changes occur be-
cause of births, deaths and peo-
ple moving in or out of an area,
and none of those elementsis fa-
vorable inmany rural counties.

Young people have left those

areas in recent decades. The re-
sult has been fewer young cou-
ples to have children, and an ag-
ing population that is gradually
dying out. And people continue
to migrate out of rural areas
faster than they move in from
elsewhere.

The opposite is true in boom-
ing Sarpy County. Seven babies
were born in Sarpy for every
two people who died. Statewide,
the ratio was three births per
two deaths.

Meanwhile, anet 1,500 people
moved last yearinto Sarpy from
other places, including nearby
Douglas County. Those new res-

»

idents have spurred Sarpy’s
building boom: 1,842 building
permits for single-family
houses and $313 million in new
residential constructionin2003.

Deichertnoted, however, that
Omaha’s economic engine is
creating Sarpy’s growth. The
2000 Census, he said, showed
that more Sarpy residents work
in Douglas County than in
Sarpy.

“It’s predominantly a bed-
room community for Omaha,”
he said.

World-Herald staff writer
Tom Shaw contributed to this
report.




Household waste facility

nearing completion

od

By Mitch Beaumont
Times News Editor

Do you ever wonder what the land-
fill does with the fees it collects
whenever someone -deposits some-,
thing? '

Come this June, you will no longer
have to wonder, because the physical
evidence will be there for all to see.

Sarpy County, along with the city
of Omaha, Douglas County, the
Papio-Missouri  River __ Nat
Resources' District and several othér
smaller organizations, has con-
tributed funding to the construction

g/‘1

of a household hazardous waste
facility near 120th and L streets in
Omaha.

Sarpy has given about $20,000,
taken from the county’s landfill tip-
ping fees, for the initial construction
of the more-than-5,600-square-foot
facility, said Duwaine Brigman, the
manager of the county's landfill.

To fund the operation of the facil-
ity, aptly dubbed "Under the Sink’,
Brigman said the county is setting
aside 30 cents per ton of the tipping

Please see Waste, Page A2

Mi TC;H BEAUMONT / PAPILLION TIMES

Sarpy County is a partner in the construction and eventual operation of the Under the Sink facility near 120th and L
streets in Omaha.

Coy\“‘ ' l\(k@cl



jaste:

Jrom PAGE Al

fees.
"It's a continual pay-
ment. The city of

Omaha sends us a bill
for that,” he said. "This
is going to be an ongo-
ing program.”

Solid waste coming
from within Sarpy
County is charged $22
a ton.

Once complete
sometime this June,
Brigman said the

Under the Sink facility
will act as a disposal
location for household
products such as latex
paint, motor oil and
lead acid batteries.

According to under-
thesink.org, the facili-
ty's Web site, it is
expected to take in
about 500,000 pounds
of household haz-
ardous waste products
per year, 29 percent of
which is anticipated to
be latex paint.

The past success of

Facility could be open in mid June

COMING TO THIS

LATE 2003

%ﬁng‘think.Org Al

MITCH BEAUMONT / PAPILLION TIMES

The Under the Sink facility could be open to the public by June.

countywide paint
swaps is evidence of
the need for the facility,
Brigman said.

"The paint collec-
tions have been suc-
cessful; we've been
overwhelmed at each
of those events,” he
said. "Douglas
{County) started hav-
ing those events after
we did, and after four
years they stopped
because it was over-

whelming. One year we
were there until 2
o'clock in the morning,

“The money that we
are contributing to this
is worthwhile. This is
money well spent. It is
needed in the county
demonstrated over and
over again.”

Brigman said the
Under the Sink facility,
which will be owned
and staffed by the city
of Omaha, was slated
to be open by Earth
Day, March 19-20. But
several weather delays
have caused the com-

pletion of the building -

to be set back until
sometime this June.

He recently gave an
update on the facility
to the Sarpy County
Board.

"Nothing with this
project has  gone
smoothly” he said.
"The city of Omaha
had all those budget
cuts and personnel] lay-
offs and during that
time one of the fellows
that was acting as proj-
ect manager for the
project took early

retirement so that
alone created a bit of a
hassle."

There is still a large
amount of concrete
and landscaping work
to be done, Brigman
said.

Choosing the facili-
ty's location was a
more-than-two-year-
long process, he said.
There was an original
list of 40 possible sites
throughout the metro
area, two in Sarpy
County, and gradually
through that two-year
process, the sites were
narrowed down to the
one near 120th and L
streets.

"It's really going to
be a nice facility and it
should be fairly attrac-
tive,” he said. "One of
the reasons that we
ended up choosing this
site was the easy access
from much of the city.
From much of the city
and from much of
Sarpy County you can
be there in 15 minutes,
It's not necessarily the
closest, but it's easy to
get to."
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H-@smH“Owa to avoid Keystone, put line on 72nd

Continuiedfrom Page 1

The OPPD board did not vote
on the issue because its consent
is not necessary for OPPD man-
agement to move ahead. But the
board did discuss the power line
at a work session Tuesday and
asked Gates what management
had decided todo.

Board member N.P. “Sandy”
Dodge objected to the way the
decisionhas come about.

OPPD “is not making any deci-
sion here,” he said. “It's being
made for us. The County Board
has made the decision for us on
where theline is goingto go.”

Putting the line along 72nd
Street will cost potentially
$400,000 more than building
along the trail and may present
other unseen problems.

Some board members asked
whether OPPD could proceed
with the Keystone Trail route

4]
over tha county’s

Board attorney Stephen Olson
said OPPD could condemn the
land it needs — but that would
mean delays.

AhinAtin s

VK P LAVLID .

Board member John Green
said it was important to take
community opposition into ac-
count and to maintain good rela-

tions with other political entities.
He and others said the utility
should begin taking aesthetics
into account when selecting
routes.

Plans to build the power line
coincided with an $800,000 com-
munity effort, called Omaha By
Design, to improve the look of
the city. That has fueled some of
the opposition to a Keystone
Trail route.

Board member Fred Ulrich, a
farmer from Sarpy County, cau-
tioned that rural residents who
might face the prospect of a line
running through their property
will be taking note of the utility’s

action.

“These guys will start valuing
their aesthetics,” he said.
“They’ll take their bib overalls
off and put on the khaki pants
and come down to our meetings.”

But Del Weber, who is on the
OPPD board and is active in
Omaha By Design, said the issue
also was one of economic devel-
opment.

“One of the reasons that peo-
ple talk about this as a ‘no image
city’ is that we haven’t been pay-
ing attention to these kinds of
things,” he said. “We can do bet-
ter than that.”

Some County Board members

the popular trail and the value of
also had expressed reservations.

land for development.

PR

See Power: Page 2
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Trail system a go,
its developer says

B He tells officials
in Waterloo and
Valley about the
project linking
Fremont with

Omabha.
H—)d-04
By Curis OLsON
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

The developer of a trail sys-
tem that would connect west-
ern Douglas County with
Omaha and Fremont, Neb.,
brought good news to Waterloo
and Valley officials Tuesday
night.

Marty Shukert of Crose,
Gardner Shukert Inc., which
developed the project, told the
Waterloo Village Board of
Trustees and the Valley City
Council that recently approved
funding should ensureits start.

“This is one of the few proj-
ects that comes with funding,”
Shukert told the Waterloo
board.

Rep. Lee Terry, R-Neb., an-
nounced earlier this month that
a federal transportation bill,
passed by the House, ear-
marked $5.5 million for the new
trails. Differences between
House and Senate versions of
the bill are still to be resolved,
but the trail project is expected
tosurvive.

The project is the culmina-
tion of efforts by Douglas
Cqunty, the Papio-Missouri

River Natural Resources Dis-
trict, Elkhorn, Waterloo, Val-
ley, the Metropolitan Area
Planning Agency, the Nebraska
Game and Parks Commission
and the YMCA.

Shukert outlined the trail sys-
tem Tuesday for the Waterloo
and Valley boards. In Waterloo,
he acknowledged the work ac-

_complished by Sharon Steere, a

longtimetrails advocate.

Federal funds will provide 80
percent of the trail costs, with
local support providing the
rest. The entire project would
cost more than $13 million over
20years.

Trails would be constructed
along existing roadways in four
phases to connect existing
Omaha and Fremont trail sys-
tems to Elkhorn, Waterloo, Val-
ley, Ginger Cove, King's Lake,
Elkhorn Crossing, Elk City, Elk
Crossing, West Shores, Two
Rivers State Recreation Area
and the Platte and Elkhorn Riv-
ers.

The first phase, which could
begin as early as next year,
would involve the trail system’s
19-mile tri-community core,
linking Elkhorn, Waterloo and
Valley with trails in Omaha and
Fremont.

Valley Mayor Joe Roberts
praised the combined recrea-
tional and economic benefits to
thearea.

“The trails will not only bring
people to our communities, but
give them an opportunity to
stop and do business with us,”
he said.
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City wins grant
to clean up site
of power plant

By MARGARET BEHM
Leader staff writer ’

The City of Bellevue has received a $200,000
grant for developing the Kramer Power Plant proper-

The city owns the land and will develop it after the
plant is demolished. The plant’s smokestacks have al-
ready been removed, and the rest of the building is
expected to be demolished by October.

Phil Davidson, a grant writer for the city, said the
Nebraska Environmental Trust awarded the grant
Thursday with the intent to give another grant next
year for the same amount, ‘

This year’s grant, Davidson said, will be used to

~clean out brush and trash on 40 acres north of the
power plant beginning in late summer. The clean-up
will help clear the way for the establishment of a
~walking trail through the area.

The grant money will also pay for preserving the
environmental qualities of the area and the posting of
signs that explain some of the environmental features
of the area. .

Davidson said the city is applying for other grants
to continue with its plans to develop the area.

As for preparing the power plant building for de-
molition, the city and the city contractor are adhering
to the phrase “reuse, recycle.” o

The power plant will be demolished by knocking
it down into its own basement, but there won’t be
enough building to fill up the area. Streets Superin-
tendent George Graham said crews have collected 7
million pounds of sand from city streets, and that is
being used — along with concrete the department has
collected from street repairs —as basement filler.

Dave Goedeken, acting public works director, said
the demolition contractor, Husky Industrial Services
Inc., of St. Joseph, Mo., is salvaging metals from the
plant, including aluminum, stainless steel, copper and
precious metals. The plant’s ‘condenser alone had
120,000 pounds of copper, he said.

The contractor will sell the metals and keep the
profits, and because of that the contractor reduced the
demolition bill for the city.



City begins removing houses along Cole Creek

This house

near 67th

Street and
Military

Avenue is

== scheduled to
be hauled

away within
aweek.

KILEYCRUSE/THEWORLD-HERALD

By ERIN GRACE 4~ #/
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER -

Hitched up on steel beams, ply-
wood shielding its windows, the
compact, square house stands
like a traveler — coat on, suitcase
packed, ready to depart.

The two-bedroom house has
stood for nearly 90 years along
Military Avenue at 67th Street,
near the sometimes trickling,
sometimes dangerous Cole
Creek that is forcing its move
within a week.

The house is one of the first in
the creek’s flood plain slated for

£ demolition or removal by the

city, which bought the houses in
an effort toreduce the risk of res-
idential flooding and potential
destruction.

The $3.2 million buyout is be-
ing financed primarily through
the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency. The city and the
Papio-Missouri River Natural
Resources District are splitting
thelocal share.

Cole Creek’s winding path
starts near 65th Street and Sor-
ensen Parkway and joins the

See ColeCreek: Page 2

Cole Creek: City begins home-removal project

Continued from Page 1
Little Papillion Creek near 76th
and Cass Streets.

As soon as this week, the city
will close the intersection of
Western and 77th Avenuestore-
place the culvert underneath
the street through which the
flood-prone Cole Creek flows.
The city plans later to fix the
culvert at 69th Street and Mili-
tary Avenue.

The effort is part of the city’s
response to the 1999 storm that
poured up to 10 inches of rain on
parts of the Omaha-Council
Bluffs metropolitan area, send-
ing several creeks, including
Cole Creek, over theirbanks.

“We're getting there,” said
City Public Works Director
Norm Jackman, who is oversee-
ing the city’s voluntary buyout
of some of the most flood-prone

1

homes, their demolition and re-
moval and the improvement of
culverts.

Neighbors in the area have
raised concerns about blowing
dirt from work sites, the future
upkeep of newly vacant lots and
what they say is a lack of infor-
mation about city plans.

Jackman said a number of
public meetings have been held
where plans were explained. He
said the city’s contractor is re-
sponsible for improving soil
drainage and seeding proper-
ties where houses have been re-
moved.

The city will maintain these
new green spaces unless neigh-
bors want to take them over and
create gardens. No new struc-
tures can be built.

Though neighbors had com-
plained for years about flood-
ing, it took the 1999 storm,

which damaged 5,500 homes in
the Omaha-Council Bluffs area,
and one Cole Creek neighbor-
hood resident’s death, to force a
new look attheissue.

The city commissioned a
study, neighbors formed a task
force and the result was a deci-
sion to buy out some of the most
flood-prone homes along the
creek’s pathand fix culverts.

The city chose that route
rather than the more expensive
options of enclosing the creek
channel, building a detention
pond or widening the creek bed,
which would have required de-
molishing scores of homes and
businesses.

So far the city has moved or
torn down 11 of the 14 houses in
the first phase.

That work is evident particu-
larly at Military Avenue and
along Maenner Drive, where a

boarded-up house sitson a truck
bed, its dirt footprint gaping
open.

Behind a two-story house
near 69th and Spaulding Streets
runs a now-tame Cole Creek,
which under a clear blue sky
doesn’t seem like much of a
threat,

Cindy Mahr, daughter of the
home’s late owner, Della Lee
Cantwell, said her mother threw
away the city’s buyout papers,
opting instead to remain in the
beloved home where she had
raised flowers and vegetables
foryears.

Now Mabhr’s brother plans to
move in with his family. ‘

The house stands near the
spot where Leo Daskiewicz died
when roiling water crashed
through his basement wall,
dumping his body 40 yards be-
hind the house.

+
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Lincoln, NRD ,_ ., .
reach water pact
LINCOLN — The City of Lin-

coln and the Central PRUENALL
ral Resources istrict have tried
or more than a decade to agree

on how much water should flow
by Lincoln’s well fields on the
Platte River at Ashland.

Now, the NRD has approved a
deal giving Lincoln rights to 700
cubic feet of water per Second
flowing by the well field during
the summer and 200 cubic feet
therestofthe year. ‘

That’s a lot less than the city
had sought.

Lincoln had asked for rights to
2,300 cubic fee; per second at the
well field, which supplies 90 per-
cent of the city’s drinking water.

Lincoln Assistant City Attor-
ney Steve Huggenberger said
the city is satisfied with what it
got and will be able to provide
enough water tomeet itsneeds.

“As we put more wells into the
scenario, we need less stream
flow,” Huggenberger said. He
said the city may place more hor-
izontal wells near its well fields,
which could further reduce the
need for a larger water right ap-
propriation.

Unlike traditional wells that go
straight down, horizontal wells
collect much more water from
laterals that shoot out from the
center.

Huggenberger said Lincoln al-
ready has two such wells on a
city-owned island north of Inter-
state 80 and is discussing placing
similar wells on both sides of the
Platte River.

The agreement, reached
Thursday, still must be reviewed
by the State Department of Natu-
ralResources.—AP
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g cientists who
SStudied the cen-
tral and lower

Platte River with an
eye toward protecting
endangered species
got good marks for
their work from the nation’s pre-
mier scientific organization
Wednesday.

The report from the National =

Academies of Science did, however,
carry some recommendations and
caveats, all the better to strengthen
protections not only for endangered
species but also for other animals
and plants that depend on'the Platte.

The review was triggered by U.S.
Rep. Tom Osborne in response to
complaints by groundwater irriga-
tors angry about the U.S. Fish and
wildlife Agency’s 1978 designation
of critical habitat for whooping
cranes on the river. The irrigators
demanded, and got, an independent
review.

The national academy is credible
— the gold standard for reviews of
such technical issues.And its report
said that not only is the critical habi-
tat designation for the endangered
whooping crane proper, but so is the
designation for the least tern, the
pallid sturgeon and the threatened
piping plover.

For instance, the report indicated
that 7 percent of wild migratory
whoopers stop on the central Platte
River annually. Many, if not all, use
the river at some point in their lives.
The river is important because 70
percent to 80 percent of crane
deaths occur during migration, and
there is no other suitable crane habi-
tatnearby.

The population of whoopers is so

An independent
review finds
Platte River is
vital to cranes,
other species.

A job well done

brittle that if annual
mortality were to in-
crease by just 3 per-
cent — one or two
birds, ‘perhaps — the
species would become
unstable. Eliminate
the Platte from the equation and
“population- w1de effects would be
likely.”

The report goes into similar detail
on the least tern, the piping plover
and the pallid sturgeon. The birds
are disappearing, the report sug-
gested, due to “harassment caused
by human activities . . . and losses of
suitable habitat. . ... » Some of the
restoration work that has been done,
such as construction of sand pits, is
suitable but inadequate.

The report stressed the need toup-
date the science on the river. For in-
stance, it noted that cranes had
abandoned some of the designated-
critical habitat and begun using land
nearby. That keeps unnecessary re-
strictions on the owner of the aban-
doned land and leaves the cranes on
alternativeareas vulnerable.

The report recommends more re-
search, more data collection, more
information and more updating.
And, significant to Nebraskans as
they struggle with laws and policies
to equitably manage the integration

* of surface- and groundwater policy, °

“the connections between surface
water and groundwater are not well
accounted for in research or deci-
sion-making.”

The report resoundingly upholds
the importance of the Platte River in
protecting endangered and threat-
ened species and urges a wider view -
of the goals of environmental pres-
ervation. We second both motions.
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(etting into the field

ne of the bright Conservation before October, how-
OSpots in the funds achieve ever, when the next
bloated 2002 fiscal year starts, that
federal farm bill wasa no good money will be left on
new Conservation Se- if they’re left the table.
curity Program. In- on the table. The Center for Rural

stead of poorly

managed, ineffective programs that
applied penalties to poor conserva-
tion practices, the Conservation Se-
curity Program instead would offer
incentives to farmers to implement
environmentally friendly practices.

Another farm season is getting un-
der way, however, while the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture continues
to drag out implementation of this
well-conceived program.

It was intended by Congress to
have been running by February
2003. But the USDA is still working
on the administrative outline.

Farm interests lobbied hard to ob-
tain a $41 million appropriation for
the program this year in difficult
budget times. Unless some arrange-
ment is made to launch the program

Affairs, a Nebraska-
based rural advocacy group, has
suggested that the USDA use the $41
million to implement a pilot pro-
gram this year, administered
through the states. That would give
the USDA time to continue drafting
rules for the permanent Conserva-
tion Security Program that more
closely match what will best serve
farm and conservation needs.

The pilot-program alternative
suggested by the Center for Rural
Affairs has been used in other cases,
such as the Grasslands Reserve Pro-
gram. It strikes us as a sensible
method for making a start on the
new conservation program.

Midlands leaders should join the
callto get this program rolling.




State’s list of polluted lakes, streams grows

So o
By Nancy GAARDER
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

Nebraska’s task of cleaning
up polluted lakes and streams
justgotalot harder.

The number of lakes and
stretches of streams needing
work has grown by S0 percent
because of a more comprehen-
sive method for figuring out
which are contaminated.

The state now has 146 “im-
paired” bodies of water in need
of regulation, up from the 97
listed two years ago. The list be-
came final late last week when it
was approved by the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

“This shows we’ve got some
problems,” said Pat O’Brien, wa-
ter quality specialist for the Ne-
braska Department of Environ-
mental Quality.

The list has grown, O'Brieq,
said, not because water guality,

ON OMAHA.COM

Read the complete
report

is getting worse in Nebrask:
ut e the state h
changed the way it assesses

ata.

The list ranges from little
Pebble Creek to the wide Mis-
souri River and includes just
about everything in between, in-
cluding stretches of the Platte,
Loup, Elkhorn, Dismal and Nio-
brara River systems. (The same
river can show up more than
once based on results from dif-
ferent monitoring points.)

*o PathoEens are the most coqg-
mon pollutants present in Ne-

braskawaters, O’Briensaid.

Pathogens are bacteria and
viruses that make peopleill, and

the state detects them by moni-
toring for E. coli and fecal col-
iform.

Thus, an E.-coli listing for the
Republican River doesn’t mean
that E. coli is a health threat, but
that there is an increased likeli-
hood that other health risks ex-
ist for swimmers.

While some rivers and lakes
are listed because of the health
risk to swimmers and boaters,
others are listed because of the
threat to fish and water plants.
Selenium, a metal, PCBs and
Dieldrin, a banned insecticide,
appear in Nebraska water and
harm its aquaticlife.

Mercury shows up more than
15 times on the state’s list. This
is the first year that it is in-
cluded.

The list is compiled every two
years. There are three main rea-
sons it is jumping by so much
this year, O’Brien said.

First, the state is collecting
more data so.it has a better idea

of what is going on. Second, the
state now is including results"

from its analysis of fish tissue.

Third, nutrients in lakes and

reservoirs are being consid-
ered.

Being listed as an impaired
body of water has “serious rami-
fications,” O’Briensaid.

"That’s because the state now
must try to reduce the pollution
by setting target levels. That, in
turn, means people and busi-
nesses polluting the water even-
tually will have to change their
practices.

This list shouldn’t be consid-
ered the definitive list of trou-
bled waters in Nebraska.

The state has identified 1,556
stream segments and 520 lakes
within its borders, and for most
of those, O’'Brien said, data
haven’tbeen collected.



Arbor day Plivdeie,

Fourth graders at Tekamah and Herman Elementary observed Arbor Day, Nebraska’s holiday,
by planting trees at the football field. Youngsters planted two amur maples and two blaze
maples under the guidance of Tekamah Tree Board members and school personnel. The trees
were provided by Papio Missouri River Natural Resources District and Siffring Landscaping.




Foes of well field
get another shot
to block project

B MUD wants permission to pump water
out of a Saunders County aquifer.

S~ J0-0C4
. By JomnN Ferax
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

WAHOO, Neb. — Foes of a
proposed well field near Yutan
could learn tonight if their ar-
guments will throw up another
redlight.

Or, the Lower Platte North
Natural Resources District
Board could find their argu-
ments baseless and give the
Metropolitan Utilities District
a green light to proceed with its
controversial project.

As many as 100 people could
turn out to express their views
on the project. At the center of
the debate is the wells’ impact
on the aquifer in Saunders
County.

Opponents worry that the
wells could lead to greater con-
tamination of the aquifer. MUD
maintains that the aquifer is
safe and the projectisneeded to
provide water to developments
westof Omaha.

MUD has waited several
years to construct 40 wells,
most of which will go on 1,100
acres of farmland in Saunders
County. The utility has re-
ceived the necessary state and
federal permits to proceed. It
has permission to pump up to
104 million gallons of water a
day, with an average of 52 mil-
lions gallons a day.

NRD General Manager John
Miyoshi said he expects the
19-member board to make a de-
cision tonight. The board’s ap-
proval of MUD’s request is
seen as one of the project’s last
hurdles.

Ashland officials want the
NRD to delay a vote until a
study examines the impact of
Ashland, MUD and Lincoln
sharing the aquifer in Saunders
County for municipal water.

“Nobody has ever studied
that,” said Wes Blecke, Ash-
land’s city admir istrator.

The Saunders Ccuity Board
also has conce g about the

Meeting change

The site of the Lower Platte
North Natural Resource
District’s 7 p.m. meeting today
has been moved to the
Saunders County Fairgrounds
on East First Street in Wahoo to
accommodate a large turnout.

wells. Chairman Ken Kuncl
said the board hopes the NRD
can stop the project from mov-
ing ahead.

Nonetheless, after several
months of delays, the Saunders
County Board voted last week
to grant MUD a flood plain con-
struction permit. MUD main-
tains it will build at least 3 feet
above the 100-year flood level
for the Yutan region.

“I would like for everyone to
understand that the motion cer-
tifies that the wells are being
built above the flood plain, and
that is all it ‘does,” Kuncl said.
“This vote in no way means
Saunders County supports this
project.”

Saunders County hopes a
study will be done to determine
the effect of contamination
near the former Mead ord-
nance plant on the proposed
wells.

The contamination is slowly
moving southeast to south. The
MUD well field is due east. Op-
ponents worry that pumping
will pull the contamination
across clean parts of the aqui-
fer. .

MUD has maintained its
project will not harm any water
tables or cause the contamina-
tion near Mead to spread to wa-
ter systems in neighboring
Douglas County.

MUD attorney Dan Crouch-
ley said the project has under-
gone enough studies and is
ready tomove ahead.

“We're scheduled to be on-
line with Platte West (project)
.. .for the summer of 2008.”
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