Agenda Item: 11.

MEMORANDUM

TO THE BOARD:

SUBJECT:  General's Manager Report

DATE: November 7, 2003

FROM: Steve Oltmans, General Manager

A. INFORMATION/EDUCATION REPORT: A copy of the I&E Report detailing Information

and Education activities of the District for the month of October, 2003, is attached for your
review.

. MISCELLANEOUS/PERSONNEL ITEMS:

1. On October 13, 2003, a Papio-Missouri River NRD “All Employees Meeting” was held at
the Natural Resources Center. A copy of the agenda is attached for your information.
Highlight of the day was the “Back to the River Tour.” Staff visited downtown
development sites, the Lewis and Clark Council Bluffs Interpretive Monument at Ft.
Atkinson and California Bend.

2. Attached is a thank you letter from Kellie Hall, Special Events Coordinator for the
Alzheimer’s Association, thanking Park Superintendent Jerry Herbster and staff for their
support at the 2003 Omaha Memory Walk on September 24, 2003. In her letter Ms. Hall
reported that over 1,000 people participated in the event.

- REPORT ON PURCHASES - CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES, PERSONAL PROPERTY: Pursuant to Board direction, attached is a report
indicating construction services, professional services and personal property purchases for the
month of October, 2003. Please review this report and contact me if you have any questions.

. CURRENT AND ON-GOING PROJECTS — P-MRNRD LEGAL COUNSEL: Attached
is a copy of the current and on-going projects for District Legal Counsel, Paul Peters, as of
October 24, 2003. I would ask each Director to review this listing. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me.

P-MRNRD 2003 UNITED WAY/CHAD CAMPAIGN: The P-MRNRD 2003 United
Way/CHAD Campaign was a success. A total of $4,995.32 was raised, which reflects an
increase of 4.3% from last year. The District’s United Way/CHAP Campaign is coordinated
by staff member Marty Nissen. I have attached a memo to employees from Marty thanking
them for their continued support of the United Way. I'have also attached a letter from Daniel
Matejka, Loaned United Way Executive, thanking the District for their participation in the




campaign and a special acknowledgement of Marty for his commitment to make this a
successful campaign. I would also like to thank Marty for his efforts.
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October 7, 2003, Omaha World Herald Article — Trails not ruled out near some airports.
Security concerns haven’t been strong enough to close recreational paths near Reagan
National or Offutt Air Force Base.

October 7, 2003, Omaha world Herald Article ~ Nelson wants U.S. to be drought-ready. He
says the farm bill wasn’t intended to address long-term problems of climate change.

October 8, 2003, Omaha World Herald Letter to the Editor — Pallids were rare by Paul
Johnston, in reply to September 18, 2003 Omaha World Herald Editorial — For the pallid
(attached).

October 12, 2003, Omaha World Herald Article — Health risks can lurk in private wells.
October 13, 2003, Omaha world Herald Letter to the Editor — Of a trail and safety, by Brant
Hanquist.

October 15, 2003, Omaha World Herald Article — Valley may pay Fremont to handle
wastewater. [GM NOTE: Regional concept is a must for the future! Rural water falls into
the regional concept!]

October 15, 2003, Omaha World Herald Article — Missouri River runoff 42% below
normal.

October 20, 2003, Omaha World Herald Article — Tribute paid to Curtis at site’s naming.
October 21, 2003, Omaha World Herald Article — EPA probes water contamination.
October 28, 2003, Omaha World Herald Article — Airport’s board issues conditions for bide
trail.

October 28, 2003, Omaha World Herald Article — Water mandate may affect taxes.
Officials are trying to decide how to pay for new federal pollution rules.

October 29, 2003, Omaha World Herald Article — Bid wish list, little startup fund.
Cunningham Lake residents meet to reconcile $8 million in proposed improvements with a
$300,000 budget.

October 30, 2003, Omaha World Herald Article — City seeks way to fund runoff fixes.
October 30, 2003, Omaha World Herald Article — Plan links trail system to points west.
Community officials generally approve of a proposal to link communities and recreation
points in Douglas County.

October 31, 2003, Blair Enterprise Article — Plans for rural water system outlined.
November 1, 2003, Omaha World Herald Editorial — Bridging the cities. A bluffs
councilman is overrating what are minor rivalries.

November 4, 2003, Omaha World Herald Article — Nebraska parks benefit from bill.
November 5, 2003, Lincoln Journal Star — District looks at well-drilling ban along Platte.
November 6, 2003, Omaha World Herald Article — Water quality called key health factor.
Farm runoff and faulty sewers lead to disease, an expert says.

November 6, 2003, Omaha World Herald Article — Delays in new ad rules annoy Harkin.
November 6, 2003, Omaha World Herald Article — Farmers’ new approach boosts
groundwater in valley near Sidney.

November 6, 2003, Omaha World Herald Article — Fahey selects condo towers. The last
piece of underdeveloped riverfront property.



October 2003

Information & Education Report

Information

e Continued work on Walnut Creek watershed handout.

¢ Attended Public Relations Society International Conference in New Orleans and
served as NE Chapter Delegate.

e Continued work on Fall 03 Spectrum.

* Began preparations for Spring 04 seedling give away.

e Began preparations for 2004 Sports Show booth

e Help publicize public meetings on Western Douglas County Trails Plan and
Washington County Water Supply Project.

e Began work on NRD staff opinion research.

Education
e Presented at Summit Lake Field Day
e Presented 8 Fall Chalco Hills Nature Hikes
e Managed 60 volunteer hours
» Held Wellness Committee Meeting and presented information at All Employees
Meeting
e Planned and held NRD Wellness Bike Ride
* Presented Leaf [.D. and Bird Banding programs to Millard South Environmental
Studies Students
Attended PLT/WET/WILD advisory committee meeting
Presented bird programs to all third graders at St. Wenceslaus
Sent out press release concerning Fall programs
Attended Bat workshop put on by International Organization for Bat Conservation
Applied for Newman’s Own Organics Grant
* Prepared all LEP, Envirothon, and Water Works files for archiving
e Attended NATS conference



9:00-9:05 a.m.

9:05-9:45 a.m.

9:45-10:00 a.m.

10:00 - 10:15 a.m.

10:15-10:45 am.

10:45-11:30 am.

11:30 - 12:30 p.m.

12:30-3:00 p.m.

PAPIO ~-MISSOURI RIVER

R
RESOU
W  DiSTRICT

J—_— 8901 8. 154TH ST.
OMAHA, NE 68138-3621

Papio-Missouri River NRD
All Employees Meeting
October 13, 2003
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
AGENDA

WELCOME -- Steve QOltmans

UNITED WAY PRESENTATION - Daniel Matejka, United Way Loaned
Executive; Bob Koley, YMCA, and Marty Nissen, P-MRNRD United Way
Coordinator

P-MRNRD WELLNESS COMMITTEE REPORT — Members: Christy
Jacobsen, Bernie Taylor, Marty Thieman, Paul Woodward and Penny Zobel

GM REPORT:

=> Update on Dakota County Service Center
= Update on Pigeon-Jones Creek Flood Control/Rec Area Site #15

NARD INSURANCE/RETIREMENT UPDATE - Mike Tefft

SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT - Members: Linda Ellett, Keith
Lienemann, Tom Pleiss, Dick Sklenar, Terry Schumacher and Jean Tait

= Video
=>» Safety Game

LUNCH

FLU SHOTS - Administered by Alegent Personnel in the Small Conference
Room. If you have dependents (16 years or older) that would like to get
their flu shot, have them be at the NRC at 11:30 a.m. The cost Jor non-
employees is $15.00.

BACK TO THE RIVER TOUR

> Back to the River Downtown Development — Omaha Qwest Center,
Gallup Campus, Lewis and Clark Landing Park, Miller Landing Park,
etc.

=> Lewis and Clark Council Bluffs Interpretive Monument at Ft. Atkinson

=>» California Bend

Notes: 1. Flu Shots are on a strictly voluntary basis.
2. Dress is casual — be sure to wear comfortable shoes.
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Someone to Stand by You I

October 9, 2003

Papio NRD

Jerry Herbster
8901 S. 154 ST
Omaha, NE 68138

Dear Mr. Herbster:

On behalf of the Alzheimer’s Association Midlands Chapter, we would like to thank you and
your staft for supporting our 2003 Omaha Memory Walk. Over 1000 people attended our event
at Chalco Hills to support the Alzheimer’s Association Memory Walk. Feedback was
overwhelmingly positive and it is because of your support that the Memory Walk was such a fun
and successful event.

As our largest annual fundraiser, Memory Walk helps the Chapter raise funds needed to continue
to provide programs and services to those affected by Alzheimer’s disease.

Thank you for contributing the use of your facility, which was valued at $1500. We hope you
will continue your support for Memory Walk 2004, which will again be held at Chalco Hills
Recreation Area on September 26, 2004.

Please feel free to call 572-3059 or e-mail to kellie.hall@midlandsalz.org for information about
Memory Walk or any of the Chapter’s events.

Thank you, again, for being part of the 2003 Omaha Memory Walk. Your support is greatly
appreciated.

Sincerely,

Zﬁ% Kellie Hall

Development Dirgetor =7 7 Special Events Coordinator
o (G

'l‘,\.(,,
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"Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Disorders Association Inc., Midlands Chapter
1-800-309-2112 « Web Page: www.midlandsalz.org * E-mail: midlandschapter @midlandsalz.org

Eastern Nebraska Regional Center: 7101 Newport Avenue Suite 305, Omaha, NE 68152 = Phone: (402) 572-3010 « Fax: (402) 572-3038
Southwest lowa Regional Center: 3319 Nebraska Avenue, Council Blufts, JA 51501 = Phone; (712) 322-8840 « Fax: (712) 322-0688
Northeast Nebraska Regional Center: 811 East [4 Street, Wayne, NE 68787 « Phone: (402) 375-1790 « Fax: (402) 375-3304
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PAPRPIO-MISSOURTE RIVER
NATURAL
RESOURCES
DISTRICT

Updated: October 24, 2003

R

Current and On-Going Projects -
P-MRNRD Legal Counsel TR N

© = Top Priority

F = Future Work — No Assignment
N =New Assignment

O = Others Handling

W = Work in Progress

P = PFP’s Portion Completed

* Big Papio Channel Project - West Center Road to West Dodge Road (Woodward):

e Little Papio: (Cleveland)
e Big Papio : (Cleveland)
* West Branch (Cleveland):

o Land Exchange with Sarpy Co. (96" St.) (W)
o Land Exchange with Bellino (96" St.) (W)

* Western Sarpy Dike (Sklenar, Cleveland):

Closing with Bundy’s (potentially modify ROW/offer) (F)

Complete easements — three dikes and one drainage ditch (F)

Amended drainage ditch easements on Hickey (First National and Bundy Properties) (W)
Preview Corps draft scope of services for appraisals(W)

@ Review cabin floodproofing appraisal contract w/V.S. (W)

0 O O O

* Floodway Purchase Program (Woodward):

o Prepare draft Interlocal Agreement for Flood Mitigation Planning and Mapping Assistance
Program (P)
o Floodway Property Purchase Agreements as needed (F)

¢ Trail Projects (Bowen):

o Bennington Trail Interlocal Agreement (N)
o Savannah Shores Agreement (N)



e Missouri River Corridor Project (Becic):

9 California Bend — Final settlement with tenant (Wright’s) (W)
% Lower Decatur Bend — Appraisal Review, prepare ROW purchase agreement documents (W)
9 Review/comment on LDB habitat easement letter to the COE (P)

e USDA P.L. 566 Projects, Silver Creek and Pigeon/Jones Watershed (Puls/Cleveland):

o Papio Site S-30 — development agreements (F)
o Silver Creek Site Easements— as needed (W)
o Release of Site S-7 Easement (W)

o Papio Watershed Dam Sites:

o Dam Site 19 agreement ( Petermann) (W)
o Candlewood Easements (Chris Curzon) (O)
o Dam Site 13 Agreement (Petermann) (F)

e Papio Creek Watershed Partnership (Stormwater) (Woodward):

o Storm water Utility Legislation (P)
o Partnership Interlocal Agreement (P)

e Rural Water Projects: (Sklenar)

@ Water Purchase Agreement for WCRW Country Estates Mobile Home Park (W)
© Water Purchase Agreement with Blair for WCRW #2 (N)

e Other:

o Aerial photo/GIS Consortium Agreement with MAPA (N) (Woodward)

/peters/project lists/2003-October



Message Page 1 of 1

Nissen, Marty

From: Nissen, Marty

Sent:  Friday, October 24, 2003 12:27 PM
To: Everyone @ NRD

Subject: United Way of the Midlands Campaign

Memorandum

To: PAPIO-MR NRD Staff

From: Marty Nissen — NRD/ United Way Campaign Manager
Date:  October 241", 2003

Re: United Way of the Midlands Campaign for NRD

The 2003 United Way Campaign for the NRD was once again successful. Our donations go
directly to the United Way of the Midlands and its 52 health and human services agencies.

Many thanks go to the generous contributions from the NRD staff . This year a total of
$4,995.32 was raised. This is a 4.3% Increase from last year's campaign. | attached a chart

reflecting the history of NRD contributions to this memo. This year's winner for the free day
of annual leave is Evelyn Maslonka.

Thanks again for your continued support and to all who participated in this years campaign!

Sincerely,
Marty Nissen
Campaign Manager

mnissen@papionrd.org
http://www.uwmidlands.org

attached chart

10/24/2003
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United Way

of the MIDLANDS

October 27, 2003

Mr. Steve Oltmans

General Manager

Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District
8901 S 154" St

Omaha, NE 68138-3621

Dear Mr. Oltmans:

Year after year, the challenge to Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District has
been made and year after year, you and your employees have met that challenge and
succeeded. Your annual workplace campaign to raise funds for the United Way of the
Midlands campaign was a tremendous success due in no small way to your enthusiastic
support and commitment. With your employee contribution of $4995.32, you clearly
demonstrated that you care about community betterment.

You can rest assured that the United Way of the Midlands also demonstrates
consistency and reliability as a widely respected and efficient distributor of dollars raised
by companies like yours.

United Way gets to the heart of what matters in our community by addressing the
underlying causes of critical problems and, thanks to you, we'll bring about measurable
results.

Please extend a special thank you to Marty Nissen for coordinating such a successful
campaign. His commitment and effort is greatly appreciated and it was a pleasure to
work with him.

I'm deeply grateful for your continuing generosity and your support of the United Way of
the Midlands during our 2003 campaign.

Slncerely,

Daniel Matejka I ) L5 ¢

Loaned Executive f; {/ /)

2003 United Way of the Midlands Campaign ;f L nrT 2 9 M
Cc: Marty Nissen \ ! \]

1805 Harney Street L TR A 402-342-8232
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Nelson wants U.S. to be drought-ready

M He says the farm
bill wasn’t intended
to address long-
term problems of
climate change.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Woeer JO -8

As drought has plagued Ne-
braska for four straight years,
Sen. Ben Nelson, D-Neb., said
the government should take
steps to mitigate damage that a
long-term climate change could
haveonU.S. agriculture.

Last week in Washington,
D.C,, abipartisan group of sena-
tors, including Nelson, spon-
sored a briefing by leading ex-
pertsonglobal climate changes.

The briefing examined some
of the impacts that climate
change — warmer, more varia-
ble weather — has had and is

—-—

projected to have on U.S. agri-
culture.

Nelson said questions have
been raised about the impact of
global warming on U.S. agricul-
ture if such a climate change is
taking place.

“The questions on this are
based on assumptions and theo-
ries,” he said. “While there is
some evidence that climate is
warming, you are going to have
as many people take the other
side of thatissue.”

But Nelson said he and col-
leagues in the Senate want to
take the side that if there is a po-

tential of global warming, espe-

cially as Nebraska is experienc-
ing continued drought, what
positive steps can be taken in
mitigating any future drought
or climate changes?

“As we try to invest in flood-

proofing roads and earthquake-
proofing buildings and fire-
proofing our homes ... we be-
lieve there’s something we
should do to drought-proof our
fields,” he said.

Nelson said that although alot
of experts can explain why
drought occurs, scientists still
need to figure out how to mini-
mize drought damage and how
to better respond to that damage
with economic assistance.

Nelson said there was never
any expectation that the farm
bill adopted last year by Con-
gress would be able to take care
of problems facing farmers and
ranchers with long-term
drought or problems created if
the climateis changing.

Crop insur

GLop_insurance is.aimed ag
trying to take care of what hap-
pens %rom EEEE fﬁ vear Dur. ﬁgx

multivear disasters, such as
arought, he said.




Pallids were rare

This is in regard to a Sept. 18 edi-
torial, “For the pallid.”

The pallid sturgeon, which is not
flat, never “used to swim in large
numbers” in the Missouri River.
Studies by biologists S.A. Forbes and
R.E.Richardson in 1905 and R.M. Bai-
ley and F.B. Cross in 1954 indicate
that the pallid sturgeon was always
uncommon. The fish’s historical rar-
ity was also cited in the Preliminary
Report on the Status of the Pallid
Sturgeon published by the South Da-
kota Cooperative Fish and Wildlife
Research Unitin 1988.

In addition, the Missouri is not the
exclusive territory of the pallids.
There is a stable, self-sustaining pop-
ulation in the middle and lower
reaches of the Mississippi River.

In the past 12 years, 30,000 acres of
habitat have been acquired and re-
stored at 28 sites. The two larval stur-
geons mentioned in the editorial were
captured at one of them.

Additionally, there js $64 million in
the president’s 2004 budget to ac-
quire and develop property from will-
ing sellers, to notch selected dikes
and remove others, to set back or
breach levees, build sandbars and
provide hatchery support and inten-
sive research, monitoring and evalua-
tion.

In the future, with this intensive re-
engineering of the river, not only will
commercial barges and recreational
boaters ply the Missouri River, but a
more diverse aquatic ecosystem will
thrive.
wat Paul Johnston, Omaha
yp-- "~ Army Corpsof Engineers
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The fish havé: been

. ost Midland- Make the
Mers might right decision raised in hatcheries
never see a and- released since

pallid sturgeon, one of
the . endangered spe-
cies.at the heart of the
debate over the Army
Corps of Engineers’

management of the Missouri River.

There are only a few of them around.
Estimates contained in a recent
Billings (Mont.) Gazette. series on

the. fish, which can. grow to 80

pounds or more, indicate that only a
couple hundred of the primi-
tive-leoking creatures still: inhabit

the-Missouri River system, where:

theyused to swim in large numbers.
They. are found nowhere else,

though their smaller cousin, the

shovel-nosed sturgeon, seems to be
thriving,

The pallid, a flat fish thatalso hasa
shovel-shaped nose, has a back lined
head-to-tail with bony plates called
scutes. The species liked the Mis-
souri system the way it used to be —
muddy. and turbid, full of sandbars
and. deep holes, with varying fast
andslow currents.

It  depended on spring floods to
warm the chilly water to spawning
temperature and to stimulate it to
swim upstream to good breeding
grounds. Human intervention has
removed both cues — dams thrown
across the Missouri both control
spring flooding and block upstream
migration.

As a consequence, the pallids that
remain in the system rarely spawn.
For the past 35 years, biologists
searching the river system have not
found any young, wild-bred hatch-
lings surviving to adulthood. In
2002, searchers netted two tiny
pallids.

for the future

by preserving. - the species bridge the

Missouri River
habitat.

1998, which could help

gap to long-term sur-
vival if conditions on
the river-are changing
so that becomes possible. But hatch--.
ery-raised . fish leave unanswered
questions — will they be able to:sur-
viveinthe wild? Will they reproduce
when they reach: spawmning age?
Where will their instincts tell them
to spawn? Itisnot arealsolution:

The adult pallids:-now-in the river
are aging; biologists- estimate: that
the males.outnumber the females by
fourto one. Evenunder ideal condi-
tions, they don’t reproduce every
year, and at some point, the fish will
grow too.old to spawn at all. By 2016,
one estimate indicates, every one
will have died of old age.

The pallid does not live alone in
the river. Improving habitat for it
would also improve habitat for other
species — endangered, threatened
or not — that once flourished along
the Missouri. Allowing the habitat to
continue to degrade will drag other
species down withit.

This primitive sturgeon, which
evolved from a group of fish that
lived with the dinesaurs during the
Cretaceous Period 70 million years
ago, is on the edge of ‘disappearing.
Every species is important in the
great web of life. Throwing evenone
of them away can ripple through the
ecosystem in ways that can’t be pre-
dicted.

The hand of man can kill. But the
hand of man can also preserve and
protect. It is hugely important to
make the right decision — for the
pallid and for the future.
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‘Health

risks

can lurk n
private wells

By NANCY GAARDER
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

A Grand Island neighborhood
has learned a hard truth abaut
Nebraska: In a state heavily de-
pendent on well water, if you
don’t get your water from a pub-
lic well, you may not know what’s
init,

And even in communities
where water is tested regularly,
there have been rude awaken-
ings.

More than 50 private wells in
the southwest Grand Island area
have tested above federal drink-
ing water standards for solvents,
some more than 25 times the
limit.

For the most part, state ex-
perts say, Nebraska groundwa-
ter is of good to excellent quality.
But as some Grand Island resi-
dents have learned, that isn’t al-
waysthe case.

“This kind of thing is not par-
ticularly an anomaly,” said Roy
Spalding, a University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln professor who studies
groundwater and contamination.

Hastings, Waverly, Bruno and
Ogallala are among communities
that are having groundwater
cleaned up through the federal
Superfund program.

Hall County has two nationally
listed Superfund sites, one in
Grand Island and one west of
town. The federal Superfund pro-
gram is assisting state and local
officials with their investigation
of this latest site.

‘“You’re going to see
us, every chance we
get, saying if you
can get on a public
system, it will
ensure your
well-being and
public health.”

Howard Isaacs, a state water
quality official

What these communities gen-
erally have in common is the
proximity of industry and busi-
nesses to municipal or private
wells.

Heavy manufacturing, large
dry cleaning establishments, old
grain elevators, electronics man-
ufacturing and old munitions
plants are the general sources of
industrial contamination of
groundwater in Nebraska:

Overall in Nebraska, nitrates
and bacterial contamination are
the larger problems, with the
sources generally being such
things as livestock, septic tanks
and fertilizer.

Groundwater contamination is
difficult to detect. It’s hidden
from view, the original source of
pollution may not be obvious and
years can pass before pollution
migratesintoa well.

“There are spots of high con-
tamination,” said Gary Mader,

See Water: Page 2

Continued
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- Water: Testing not required for private wells

Continued from Page 1

utilities director for the City of
Grand Island. “And those spots
don’t show up unless you sample
the water.”

The city regularly tests its
water for more than 120 contam-
inants. A routine test of a munic-
ipal well prompted the investi-
gation that led public officials to
discover the highly contami-
nated private wells. The source
of the contamination is under in-
vestigation.

In Grand Island, the same
things that make it easy to tap
water for wells make the water
susceptible to contamination: a
high water table and porous
soils.

“Anything that hits the
ground,” Mader said, “scaksin.”

But there is no requirement,
for Grand Island or anywhere in
Nebraska, that residents test
their own wells.

“wWith these private wells — where there
are no regulations — people have no way
of knowing what they’re drinking.”

Howard Isaacs, a state water official

“With these private wells —
where there are no regulations
— people have no way of know-
ing what they’re drinking,” said
Howard Isaacs, a state water of-
ficial.

“Is the public need or public
health being served by that? No.
You're going to see us, every
chance we get, saying if you can
get on a public system, it will en-
sure your well-being and public
health.”

Hooking into a public water
system doesn’t come cheap. Ex-
tending water mains to these
Grand Island residents will cost
about $3,000 to $4,000 per house-
hold, Mader said.

Among public water systems,
where water quality is known, a
look at statistics from the
Health and Human Services
System underscores the reality
that contamination is a continu-
ing concern.

Currently, more than 10 per-
cent of the state’s 1,374 public
water systems have enough
problems with nitrates that they
require stepped-up monitoring.

And SO have serious enough
problems withnitrates, total col-
iform, lead or copper contami-
nation that they’re under admin-
istrative review by the state.
These 50 systems have to notify
the public of the problem and

take steps to protect public
health.

The best defense a home-
owner with a private well has,
Isaacs said, isto beinformed.

" “Took at where your well is,
look at its construction and the
surrounding area,” he said. “If at
anytime something arises that
causes concern, have your water
tested.”

If you want to test your well
but blanch at the expense, Isaacs
recommends that you focus on
what is most likely to be in your
water.

The broad test used before ac-
tivating a new municipal well
costs $3,500, Isaacs said. But by
narrowing the focus of the tests,
the costs can be greatly reduced.

Hall County, for example, is
spending about $160 per well to
test for the solvents that have
caused problems in southwest
Grand Island.
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Of a trail and éafei%;f

This is in response to recent news
coverage and an Oct. 7 World-Herald
article, “Some trails, airports co-ex-
ist.”

The Omaha Airport Authority of
course knows that a public road cur-
rently exists between the airport and
the levee. If the OAA wants to assert
that abike trail on the levee is a safety
concern due to the closeness of the pe-
rimeter, it should close the road im-
mediately for the same reason.

I ride my bike around the airport
once a week on that road, and vehicles
routinely use it. No one has ever
stopped me on my bike for being too
close to the airport. I would also point
out that several hundred bicyclists
participating in the annual Corporate
Bicycle Challenge travel on that road.

Until that road is permanently
closed, please do not use “safety” as
the excuse. If the OAA can give a rea-
sonable response for not wanting the
trail, then so be it. The real safety con-
cern for the public is to have a bike
trail cross a busy street (Abbott
Drive) twice when it is not necessary
and amore scenic route is available.

Brant Hanquist, Omaha
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Valley may pay Fremont
to handle wastewater

By Caris OLsON
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

With Fremont’s OK, Valley is
looking at sending its sewage
there rather than buiiding a
new wastewater treatment
plant.

The results of a study indi-
cate that Fremont’s upgraded
treatment plant has the capac-
ity to treat Valley’s wastewater
without limiting its own poten-
tial growth, said Derril Mar-
shall, general manager of Fre-
mont’s Department of Utilities.

Fremont has spent $21 mil-
lion to improve its 40-year-old
treatment plant. The cit

handling Arlington’s wastewa-
Ter.

Fremont has submitted arate
totreat Valley’s 350,000 gallons
of domestic sewage daily, Mar-
shall said. The rate is compara-
ble to the charge Fremont resi-

The city treats,
sewage for the village of In-
“Slewoo i

dents pay for similar services.

“Fremont would treat Valley
as an individual customer,”
Marshall said.

Valley will compare the
$5S million cost of replacing its

- 26-year-old treatment plant to

Fremont’s rate and the cost of
constructing 11%2 miles of un-
derground pipe to convey its
wastewater to Fremont for
treatment, said Jim Olmsted of
Olmsted and Perry Consulting.
Those figures should be avail-
able within 60 days, he said
Tuesday.

Evenifthe cost tobuild anew
plant is comparable to sending
sewage to Fremont, the Fre-
mont solution could be a better
long-term plan, Olmsted said.

“Pipeline has a lot longer life-
span than a new plant,”
Olmsted said.

Valley Mayor Joe Roberts
sees the Valley-Fremont collab-
orationas productive.



Missouri River runoff 42% below normal

SIOUX FALLS S D (AP)
September runoff into the Mis-
souri River and its tributaries
upstream from Sioux Clty, Towa,
was the fourth-lowest in the 106
years that records have been
kept, the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers said.

he runoff for the month was

42" Dercent of normal, pushing
reservoirs to TecoraIowIevers
“Fort Peck and Garrison in-

flows were only 40 and 25 per-
cent of normal, respectively,”

said Brig. Gen. William Grisoli,
the Northwestern Division engi-
neer for the corps.

Garrison Dam releases in
North Dakota averaged 16,900
cubic feet per second last
month, the corps said. The re-
leases were cut to 10,000 cfs in
early October, where they will
remain untilmid-November, the
corpssaid.

North Dakota’s Lake Sakaka-
wea is expected to end this
month nearly 7 feet lower than

last year and 19 feet below nor-
mal, the corps said. It ended Sep-
tember at an elevation of 1,820.9
feet.

Lake Oahe, upstream from
Pierre, hit a record low early
this month, eclipsing the mark
set in November 1989. Oahe
dropped 3 feet during Septem-
ber and ended the month 23 feet
below normal.

Tributary flows are small be-
low the reservoirs, Grisolisaid.

The navigation season down-

‘stream from Sioux City will be

shortened six days, the corps
statement said.

The September runoff was
495,000 acre-feet of water. An
acre-foot is the amount that cov-
ers 1 acre with 1 foot of water.

“Our runoff forecast above
Sioux City for 2003 has been re-
duced to 17.7 million acre-feet,”
Grisoli said. The normal annual
runoffis 25.2 million acre-feet.

The storage in the reservoir

system, gnded September at 41.1
million acre-feet, a record low
Tor that date.



Tribute paid to Curt

By JupirH NYGREN
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER
J6~20-23
His widow described him as
an environmentalist ahead of his
time.

Congressional delegates
called him a humble, honorable
public servant who went to
Washington, D.C., to doright for
Nebraska.

Now future generations will
be able to recall the late Carl T.
Curtis and his 40 years of con-
gressional service.

The National Park Service of-

ficially named its new Midwest

regional headquarters Sunday -

for the man who represented
Nebraska in both the House and
Senate.

The building still is a skeleton
of steel and concrete on the
Omaha riverfront. But the
roughly 100 people who gath-
ered under a ceremonial tent
had a clear view of the Missouri
River that Curtis took pride i
helping tame. i

Congressman Doug Bereuter,
R-Neb., noted that the crowd
probably wouldn’t be standing
on the ground of the new head-

IS at site’s naming

quarters if it weren’t for Curtis’
work.

Curtis, who died in 2000 at the
age of 94, sponsored a resolution
that ultimately led to the cre-
ation of the Pick-Sloan Plan, the
blueprint for flood control in the
Missouri Basin.

It’s fitting to name the park
service’s Midwest headquarters
for her late husband, said
Mildred Curtis.

When the building is done —
possibly as early as next spring
— it will “house the protectors
and administrators of our natu-
ral resources,” Mildred Curtis

said.

Her husband, she said, always
was interested in protecting the
environment. He was an envi-
ronmentalist before the word
came into vogue, she said.

U.S. Sen. Chuck Hagel,
R-Neb,, said he worked to put
Curtis’ name on the building be-
cause if is important to remem-
bersuchafar-reachinglegacy.

Curtis “never sought glory,
Hagel said. He just wanted to do
a good job of representing his
state. And because of that,
Hagel said, generations of Ne-
braskans will reap the benefits.

133
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'EPA probes water contamination

j0-2)- & %
By Davip HENDEE
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

Grand Island will be poked
and probed for several days as
the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency seeks to determine

the size and shape of the plume
of contaminated water under
the CItX.

The tests under way this week
will for the first time evaluate
the extent and definition of the
industrial contamination re-

cently found in private water
wells on the edge of Nebraska’s

fourth-largest city.

“At this point, all we have is a
lot of questions,” said Gary
Mader, the city’s utilities. direc-
tor. “This sampling will get us
closer toanswers.”

Residents of atleast 50 houses -

in southwest Grand Island have

been advised not to use their tap

water for drinking, dishwash-
ing, showering or bathing be-
cause the water could give off
toxic vapors.

The EPA work is one of three

initiatives under way in the com-
munity toresolve the dilemma.

Others include extending city
water lines to the neighborhood
and installing whole-house fil-
tration to houses with the high-
est concentrations of contami-
nation.

The City Council tonight is
scheduled to award a contract
for extending water lines at no
cost to 21 residents in the area
near Mary Lane.

A similar project for the Kent-
ish Hills neighborhood north of
the Mary Lane area is expected
to be ready to come before the
City Council next week.

The new r mains and

-——-—-m—_————-
service lines will be paid for b
Tase New Holland, . whose

combine t is
nearby. The company insists
that it is not the source of the
contamination,

Jeff Walsh, a company

spokesman, -said that although
information indicates that an-
other site is a more likely source
of the contamination, the com-
pany supports the city govern-
ment’s rapid response to the
public healthissue.



Airport’s board 1ssues
conditions for bike trail

By JoHN TAYLOR
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

The Omaha Airport Author-
ity said Monday that it was will-
ing to consider allowing a bicy-
cling and hiking trail on Eppley
Airfield property but called for
a number of restrictions that
would appear to rule out a route
alongthelevee.

The board said it would con-
sider a trail on airport property
provided it wouldn’t:

M Result in any risk to air-
port operations.

M Affect future air service.

M Hold up airport develop-
ment projects.

M Have any economic or fi-
nancial risk for which the au-
thority would be responsible.

ing technical issues that would
be created by a proposed trail
that would run along the Mis-
souriRiver atop a levee border-
ing Eppley runways.

Daniel B. Owens, vice presi-
dent of Lamp, Rynearson & As-
sociations Inc., said there were
three problems arising from
suchatrail:

M Interference with
electronic navigation equip-
ment needed in aircraft ap-
proaches, especially in low visi-
bility.

M Interference with the ap-
proach lights.

B Wake turbuience.

Owens said the Federal Avia-
tion Administration requires
that no objects be higher than
the approach surface, or plane;
or theapproach lights.

The board heard a report list-

See Trail: Page 2
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Trail: Airport board lists conditions for project

Continued from Page 1

If a trail is built on the levee,
he said, a bicycle or pedestrian
will be high enough to penetrate
the approach surface, interfer-
ing with electronic navigation
aids needed to help align air-
planes with the runway.

A trail would require that the
runways be shortened 300 feet,
hesaid.

On one of the runways, Owens
said, approachlights would have
to be raised, which would cost
$1.5million to $2 million.

Wake turbulence — the high
winds that spin off an airplane’s
wingtips — would also be a prob-
lem, he said. Some tests have
shown the turbulence could
reach 200 miles an hour.

“It would be somewhat less
over the levee, but there would
be some high winds with an air-

plane coming over low, espe-
cially on a missed approach,” he
said.

The board said it wanted
Mayor Mike Fahey and the City
Council, which have been push-
ing for the trail, to hear Owens’
presentation.

Board member David Sokol
said that, so far, proponents
have offered the airport board
nothing in return for permitting
theland tobe used.

“I’m not saying there should
be something,” he said. “But no
one has come forward and said
(they) want to provide the air-
port authority something for
doing this.”

In its resolution, the board
said it would fail to do its duty if
it didn’t ask for “contractual
safeguards.” The safeguards
are aimed at making sure Ep-

pley can continue to be devel-
oped without a risk of delay,
added cost or disapproval from
other agencies, theboard said.

The board asked proponents
of the trail to make “binding and
enforceable commitments” on
Seven Concerns.

If the commitments are made,
“the matter will be presented
for a formal vote of the board,”
the resolution said.

Among those things it’s
asking for, the board would re-
quire that the trail be placedin a
location so that neither it, nor
anyone using the trail, would in-
trude into any protected air-
space or interfere with
electronic signals or lights.

The board also expressed con-
cern that laws protecting feder-
ally funded park land would re-
sult in what it called “very costly
and time-consuming federal en-

vironmental requirements” that
could delay airport projects.

Because of that, the board
asked for agreements that
would remove the trail from
suchregulation.

The board said it wanted the
power to terminate the use of
the trail at any time without
cost.

In addition, the board said it
wanted agreements freeing the
authority of responsibility to
provide security for the trail, re-
imbursing the authority for all
expenses it might have in pre-
paring documents for the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration
and confirming that no Land and
Water Conservation Fund
money be used for the trail.

The board also wanted confir-
mation that the National Park
Service would have no jurisdic-
tion over the projectatany time.
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Water mandate may affect taxes

B Officials are trying
to decide how to pay
for new federal
pollution rules.

By NancYy GAARDER
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

A new federally mandated
plan to better control water pol-
lution in Omaha has gone into ef-
fect with the potential to affect
taxpayers acrossthecity.

If the new program works as
intended, 11 streams and lakes in
the metropolitan area will be
cleaner. Butatacost.

Required by the federal Clean
Water Act, the new Omaha-spe-
cific regulations have been more
than 10 years in the making, said
Bob Sink, the city’s environ-
mental services manager.

The regulations target-storm
water runoff, which can be con-
taminated by such everyday
sources as motor oil, dog feces
and lawn fertilizer.

Storm water runoff, said Rich
Webster of the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality,
is the major cause of polluted
streams and lakes.

Like Omaha, Lincoln is being
required to meet new standards.
Other urban areas of Douglas,
Sarpy and Washington Counties
will have to comply aswell.

Because everyone in Omaha
contributes to this type of poliu-
tion, everyone probably will have

- Wednesday, 3:30 p.m.,

Public meetings
on poliution
standards

Metropolitan Area Planning
Agency, 2222 Cuming St., lower
level meeting room.

Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.,
Papio-Missouri River Natural
Resources District offices,
Chalco Hills Recreation Area,
8901 S. 154th St.

topay topreventit, Sink said.

_ And therein lies the tax battle.
Should everyone pay equally, no
matter how much pollution they
cause? Or should bigger pollut-
erspay more? )

Sink said ' the new require-
ments will add about $680,000 to
the $11.5 million the city already
spends to lessen pollution in
storm water. (The money goes to-
ward such things as street
sweeping - and cleaning out
ditches.)

By itself, the extra require-
ments aren’t adding a lot to taxes
— sewer fees have risen 36 cents
amonthbecause of them.

But costs are guaranteed to
rise, Sink said, as further re-
quirements fall into place. And
potentially enormous costs lie
ahead if Omabha is unable to meet
requirements or if future stan-
dards become much stricter.

He said there is an underlying
philosophical question: Should a
specific tax be dedicated to

storm water prevention? If so,
should some or all of the
$11.5 million in existing costs be
paid for through that tax?

To learn how the public wants
to pay for storm water pollution
prevention, the city willhold a se-
ries of public meetings and
create focus groups.

Funding could come from the
property or sales tax, or a new
storm water fee or permit fee.
The first meetings will be
Wednesday. The city’s goal, Sink
said, is to.decide on a funding
source by mid-December.

And the city doesn’t .really
have a choice. The state and fed-
eral government could fine the
city as much as $37,500 per day
per infraction if it violates the
regulations.

Sink said the new standards re-
quire the cityto:

M Increase public education.
You’'libe reminded to take care in
applying pesticides and fertil-
izers to your lawns and to not
pour motor oil down the sewer.

M Better control household
hazardous waste disposal. A
dropoff center that will open
next year will address this re-
quirement.

M Analyze storm water runoff
and water quality in streams and
lakes.

B Issue permits to industries
and businesses. .

B Check for illegal dis-
charges.

Already, the city knows that
four lakes — Cunningham, Zorin-
sky, Standing Bear and Carter —
the Missouri River and a

Bodies of water
affected by Omaha
storm water

Missouri River
Big Papio Creek
Little Papio Creek
West Papio Creek
Cole Creek

Hell Creek
Boxelder Creek
Zorinsky Lake
Carter Lake
Standing Bear Lake
Cunningham Lake

five-mile stretch of the Big Papio
Creek are polluted enough to be
designated impaired.

Carter Lake, the Big Papio and
the Missouri suffer from high
amounts of fecal coliform bacte-
ria. Zorinsky, Standing Bear and
Cunningham have too much sedi-
ment and nutrients, such as fer-
tilizer, draining into them.

Webster said the new regula-
tions should improve water qual-
ity.

“It should lead to better con-
trol of sediment runoff, better
control of pathogens like fecal
coliform and fewer nutrients
running off into water bodies,”
he said. “All in all, it should lead
toimproved water quality.”
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City seeks
way to fund
runoff fixes

By Iosﬁpﬂ MoRrToON
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

Homeowners abhor property
taxes.

Retailers dread sales taxes.

Businesses and other entities
dislike paying large service fees.

So what’s the best way to raise
money for federally mandated
requirements on handling storm-
water runoff? ,

That’s what the city of Omaha
istrying to figure out.

City officials hosted two public
hearings Wednesday to distrib-
ute information about the federal-
Clean Water Act and what it
means for local residents and
businesses.

The act means Omaha will
need to spend possibly millions of
dollars to comply with regula-
tions on runoff, which can be pol-
luted by everything from pet fe-
cesto yard waste.

The city has brought in outside
experts to help inform the public
and organize focus groups so
planners canreceive more input.

Several focus groups are
planned for the next two months
during which a cross-section of
the community will be able to
voice opinions on the subject.

In particular, the groups will
debate whether a special tax
should be established to pay for
pollution prevention or whether
some other way of raising the
money would be more equitable.
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Plan Iinks trail system to points west

B Community
officials generally
approve of a
proposal to link
communities and
recreation points in
Douglas County.

JEe gy
By Curis OLsoN

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Those who like to walk, run or
bike would have new places to
explore with a recently unveiled
trail plan that connects commu-
nities and recreation points
along existing roadways in west-
ern Douglas County.

A $14,000 study was funded
by a coalition that included

Douglas County, local munici-
palities and government agen-
cies.

So far, reaction has been sup-
portive of the proposal that links
Elkhorn, Waterloo, Valley, Gin-
ger Cove, King’s Lake, Elkhorn
Crossing, Elk City, Elk Crossing,
West Shores, Two Rivers State
Recreation Area and the Platte
and Elkhorn Rivers to existing
Omaha and Fremont trail sys-
tems.

“People came to oppose the
plan but went away happy with
it,” said Marty Shukert of Crose
Gardner Shukert Inc., which de-
veloped the trail network.

Ralph Wilson of Waterloo sees
great potential in developing
western Douglas County’s trail
system.

“Some might think a trail sys-
tem would take funds from
other projects, but the money
this plan would use is ear-
marked for trails,” Wilson said.

ON OMAHA.COM

A map of the proposed
trail system

Some outdoor enthusiasts are
disappointed that the trail sys-
tem isn’t more off the beaten
path along rivers, rail lines or
acrossopen country.

“More isolated trails could be
too far from emergency serv-
ices,” said Gerry Bowen of the
Papio-Missouri River Natural
Resources District, which
helped fund the plan.

Access to such land also can
be more expensive than along
roadways, Bowen said.

Sharon Steere, a long-time
trails advocate in Waterloo,
agrees. “Trails along the river

could cause erosion and inter-’

fere with fishermen.”

The goal of the trails study
was to create a practical plan

that could be implemented with
minimal roadblocks, Shukert
said.

“This plan allows us to actu-
ally do something,” Shukert
said.

The first step is support of lo-
cal communities. Elkhorn, Wa-
terloo and Valley officials say
the project would enhance their
towns.

All agree the plan could take
10 to 15 years to fully imple-
ment. Federal funding, county
and municipal support and pri-
vate donations would be needed.
The first priority is to build
trails connecting Elkhorn, Wa-
terlooand Valley.

“The project is ambitious, but
can be done,” said Bill Christian,
transportation planner for Met-
ropolitan Area Planning
Agency. “Trails are becoming
more popular. People use them
because they are enjoyable rec-
reation.”
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- Bridging the cities

f Council Bluffs A Blufis that out. More than
ICity Councilman councilman 31,600 area residents
David Tobias now cross the Missou-

were right, it would be
a depressing pro-
nouncement on the
state of affairs be-
tween the two cities straddling the
MissouriRiver.

Tobias voted against two resolu-
tions needed to advance progress on
the planned pedestrian bridge over
the Missouri. While the rest of the
councilmen voted to proceed on the
project, Tobias said he was protest-
ing remarks some Omahans have
made about Council Bluffs.

Some jealousies between the two
cities may linger, but we believe
that such petty envies have de-
creased over the years and now are
relatively few. Such feelings cer-
tainly do little to help either city. In
terms of economic development and
attracting cultural and recreational
amenities, what helps one helps the
other. The two may have different
tax and governance systems, but
they are effectively intertwined by
many work, shopping and other
travel patterns.

Job-commuting statistics bear

is overrating
what are minor
rivalries.

ri River daily on their
way towork —up from
27,000 a decade ago.

The planned pedes-
trian bridge will play a significant
role in enhancing the cities’ relation-
ship. As we’ve noted before, devel-
opment plans on both sides of the
river complement each other well,
and the bridge will link the two
halves of the whole riverfront
scheme. The convention center, of-
fices, residential developments and
recreational attractions will benefit
from foot and bicycle traffic over
theriver.

Voting against the bridge because
of cost concerns would have been
understandable (though short-
sighted, in our view). As a senseless
protest against purported parochi-
alism, though, Tobias’ vote neither
furthers the area’s best interests
nor seekstoheal therifts he decries.

We hope others will see the pedes-
trian bridge, and the cooperation
needed to erect it, as building more
than a physical link between the two
cities.



NebraSka, parks o ‘,' y
benefit from bill ¢

Passage of the Interior Depart-
ment’s appropriations bill for fis-
cal 2004 will bring money to Ne-
braska for several parks
projects.

U.S. Sens. Ben Nelson and
Chuck Hagel say $1.1 million in
the bill will go to the Intertribal
Bison Cooperative. The coopera-
tive is dedicated to the develop-
ment and restoration of bison on
American Indian lands.

The bill also has QSO0,000 for

Nebraska's Bover -
glona] Wilalifé Refuge and
50,000 for the National Park |
Service’s visitors center at
Homestead National Monument
outside Beatrice.

The bill was sent to President
Bush Monday for his signature.
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Waﬁf@ality
called key
health factor

H Farm runoff
and faulty sewers
lead to disease, an
expert says.

LINCOLN (AP) — Don’t
drink the water, it could kill
you.

Really.

Water quality, modernagri-
cultural practices and climate
change are presenting signifi-
cant health risks around the
world, Dr. Jonathan Patz of
the Johns Hopkins School of
Public Health told a Wednes-
day gathering of Nebraska
public  health and water re-
source managers.

“Water quality remains a
high priority. for public
health,” Patz said.-

Although improving water
quality has made a tremen-
dous impact on reducing and
even eradicating some dis-
eases, failure to keep the wa-
ter cleanis aproblem, he said.

Nationwide, 40 percent of
streams, lakes and other bod-
ies of water are not clean
enough to support activities
like fishing and' swimming,
Patz said. Just 1 gram of feces
can contain 10 million viruses,
1 million bacteria, 1,000 para-
site cysts and 100 parasite
eggs, he said.

Adding to the problem are
modern industrial agricul-
tural practices in which'large
numbers of animals are con-
centrated inone area, he said.

Agriculture causes 70 per-
cent of the U.S. water pollu-
tion from such things as fertil-
izers, pesticides, animal
waste, and soil and sediment
erosion, Patzsaid.

The more animal waste that
enters the water supply, the
greater the risk of human ex-
posure. Humans could be ex-
posed in a number of ways,
not only through leakage to
the water supply, but also by
contact when the waste is
spread on fields, he said.

The problems are not con-
fined toagricuiture.

About 950 communities
across the United States
combine sewage with storm
runoff in sewer systems.
After a large storm, the sew-
age spillsover, he said.

Each:year, enough sewage
and - water are dis-
charged during sewer over-
flows: to keep Niagara Falls
flowing for 18 days, Patz said.

Climate change also will in-
crease the threat of disease
around the world, Patz said.
Rising temperatures will
create more precipitation and
higher sea levels, which, in
turn, will have an effect on ag-
riculture, water resources,
coastal areas and animal life,
hesaid.

Although not all climatolo-
gists agree about the likeli-
hood or level of global warm-
ing, Patz said, a majority of
them say it is here to stay, and
therefore public health offi-
cials should be preparing for
it.

Patz spoke at a daylong
symposium organized by the
Groundwater Foundation that
focused on pathogens in
drinking water and the public
riskit poses.
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Delays in new ag rules annoy Harkin

By JAKE THOMPSON
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — The Bush
administration is “dragging its
feet” on issuing rules for a new
federal program that would pay
additional subsidies to farmers
for good environmental prac-
tices, U.S. Sen. Tom Harkin said
Wednesday.

Because of the delay, the Con-
servation Security Program en-
acted as part of the 2002 farm
bill hasn’t helped farmers, said
Harkin, an Iowa Democrat and
author of the new program.

Funding for the program also
is in jeopardy before Congress,
despite recent letters of support
from a broad alliance of farm
groups, environmental organiz-

“This is too important . . and it has wide
support from every state.”

Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa

ations and members of Con-
gress.

“Tt looks like the White House
is determined to kill the CSP pro-
gram permanently,” Harkin
said in a conference call withre-
porters. “This is too important
for our country, for rural areas,
and it has wide support from ev-
ery state.”

The conservation program
would pay farmers for such
practices as no-till farming, put-
ting marginal cropland back
into grass and controlling run-
off. Payments would be capped

at $45,000 per farming opera-
tion.

Many of Nebraska’s 52,000
farm operations could qualify
for some subsidies in the pro-
gram, said Rob Robertson of the
Nebraska Farm Bureau. A large
number of Iowa’s 93,000 farms
might as well.

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture was to issue the pro-
gram’s rules by May but has not
done so. Harkin said he was
“sick and tired” of hearing Agri-
culture Secretary Ann Veneman
promise them soon.

A spokeswoman for the de-
partment said Wednesday that
they would be issued soon.

Several months ago, 24 sena-
tors, including Harkin, Demo-
crat Ben Nelson of Nebraska
and Republican Charles Grass-
ley of Towa, sent aletter to Vene-
man requesting quick release of
the rules.

The program’s cost initially
was pegged at $2 billion over 10
years, but alater estimate by the
federa! Office of Management
and Budget said it could be three
times that.

Late last month, a House com-
mittee eliminated the $53 mil-
lionneeded for the new program
in 2004. The Senate supports the
program.
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i'ahey selects condo towers

JI-&-03
By C. Davip KoTok
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

A 105-unit condo community
proposed by a group of Western
developers is the choice to sit in
the middle of Omaha’s new riv-

erfront,

The plan calls
12-story condominium towers,

town houses, a restaurant, cof-

fee shop, small market and pub-
licplaza.

Riverfront Place will emerge
as Omaha’s “new, clean urban

neighborhood,” Mayor Mike Fa-

hey said Wednesday.

The condos will be on the last
piece of -undeveloped property
on Omaha’s riverfront —
framed by the National Park
Service headquarters and pe-
destrian bridge to the south, and
the new Gallup University cam-
pus on the north. Riverfront
Place also will be situated just
northeast of the new downtown
convention center and arena.

In choosing the $35 million
Riverfront Place, Fahey re-
jected competing plans from
two prominent Omaha develop-
ment companies.

Broadmoor Development had
proposed a $38 million upscale
apartment project and Noddle
Development proposed a $24.7

million office and housing plan.

Fahey said the local develop-
ers are “professional guys.
They know you win some and
lose some.”

for two

He said the project from the
group of developers based in
Tempe, Ariz., Park City, Utah,
and Santa Barbara, Calif., was
“acutabove.”

Fahey’s decision must be ap-
proved by the City Council. The
mayor and city officials said
they do not expect either Broad-
moor or Noddle to protest.

The Riverfront Place devel-
opers plan to break ground next
summer. The first condomin-
ium tower, holding 38 units, and
most of the 27 town houses are
expected to be completed by
late2005 or the spring of 2006.

The first phase would be

, PHIL]OHNSON/THE\VORLD-HERA[,D
Riverfront Place will sit on 6 acres south of the new Gallup University campus, at right, and north of the Na-
tional Park Service headquarters under construction, at left.

timed to open about the same
time as the pedestrian bridge

over the Missouri River is com- -

pleted.

The condos will range in price
from about $200,000 for a
1,000-square foot one-bedroom
and den unit, to more than
$500,000 for a two-story cus-
tomized penthouse with 2,500
square feet.

The marketing of these units
began Wednesday when Ross
Robb, a developer from Tempe,
joined Fahey in the mayor’s con-
ference room. The developers
already have a Web site at
www.riverfrontplace.com.

See Condos: Page2
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How quickly the second
condo tower (40 units) is devel-
oped will depend on how quickly
the first condos are snapped up.

Developers will pay the city
$1.6 million to buy the property;
they and the city will split an esti-
mated $5 million in tax-incre-

ment financing for site prepai‘a-
tion.
No direct public funds will go

-into the project, said City Plan-

ning Director Bob Peters. The
Broadmoor apartment proposal
would have required some direct
city financing, he said.

Robb and his partners said
they believe Omaha is ready for

this type of development, which
has been done successfully in
suchcities as Vancouver, Seattle,
Portland, Salt Lake City and
Phoenix.

Robb said he first saw the
Omaha riverfront two years ago
and thought, “What a tremendous
location.”

“We take our obligation to

Omaha seriously,” he said. “We
intend to create an extraordinary
place.”

Fahey said the project ad-
dresses Omaha’s need to project
itself as a progressive city,
“ready to embrace the idea thata
downtown succeeds when it be-
comes not just a place to work or
visit, but aplacetolive.”

C'Oﬂ‘ll‘lh\&ac[



‘The last piece of undeveloped riverfront property

i # i - o] ‘,a .
SKETCH BY HANCOCK BRUCKNERENB + WRIGHT
t similar communities along Puget Sound. Omahans could be

| ARCHITE (“ T
A condo development of 105 units selected for Omaha’s riverfront is modeled afte

moving in to the first of the two condo towers by late 2005.



