Agenda Item: 11,

MEMORANDUM

TO THE BOARD:
SUBJECT:  General's Manager Report
DATE: November 12, 2004

FROM: Steve Oltmans, General Manager

A. INFORMATION/EDUCATION REPORT: A copy of the I&E Report detailing Information
and Education activities of the District for the month of October, 2004, is attached for your
review,

B. MISCELLANEOUS/PERSONNEL ITEMS:

1. Thank You Letters and Notes:

» Thank you letter from State Senator Pam Brown thanking the GM for speaking at
the I-80 Economic Summit on October 1, 2004. I have also attached a memo from
Rodney Verhoeff, Lower Platte River Corridor Coordinator, detailing highlights of
the Summit.

» Thank you letter from John Holdenried, Board President for the Alzheimer’s
Association, thanking Park Superintendent Jerry Herbster and his staff for their

assistance and commitment with the implementation of the “Memory Walk at
Chalco Hills.

» Thank you letter from Laura Terlisner Mehew, Program Attorney for the CLE
International seminar on “Law of the Missouri River, which was held October 14-
15,2004 in Omaha, NE. Ms. Mehew thanks the GM for giving a presentation at the
seminar.

C. REPORT ON PURCHASES — CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES, PERSONAL PROPERTY: Pursuant to Board direction, attached is a report
indicating construction services, professional services and personal property purchases for the
month of October, 2004. Please review this report and contact me if you have any questions.

D. CURRENT AND ON-GOING PROJECTS — P-MRNRD LEGAL COUNSEL: Attached
is a copy of the current and on-going projects for District Legal Counsel, Paul Peters, as of
October 18, 2004. I would ask each Director to review this listing. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me.




E. PAPIO CREEK WATERSHED PARTNERSHIP MEETING: The Papio Creek
Watershed Partnership will hold a public forum on Wednesday, November 17, 2004 at 7:00
p.m. at the Natural Resources Center. The forum is being held to introduce important issues
in the development of a Green, Clean and Safe Papillion Creek Watershed; and, to gather
ideas and comments regarding these issues. A flyer regarding the forum that was send to
over 400 interested parties is attached. All Directors are encouraged to attend.

F. P-MRNRD 2004 UNITED WAY CAMPAIGN: The P-MRNRD 2004 United
Way/CHAD Campaign was a success. A total of $5,383.70 was raised, which reflects an
increase of 7.8% from last year. I have attached a memo to employees from Marty
Nissen, P-MRNRD United Way/CHAD Campaign Coordinator, thanking them for their
continued support of the United Way. 1 would also like to thank Marty for his efforts.

G. UPDATE ON P-MRNRD “PAPERLESS PROJECT”: Attached is a memo from staff
member, Jean Tait, regarding the District’s “Paperless Project”. It is noted that since going
“paperless” January, 2003, the District has experienced a cost savings of $8,551.89. This
figure does not include staff time.

H. NEWS CLIPS:

=> October 4, 2004, Daily Record Article — Chamber Agricultural Council Members Tour
Western Nebraska Communities

=> October 15, 2004, Omaha World Herald Article — Aim high, planners urge Omaha. The

city faces tough decisions as it strives to create a more beautiful community, but the

changes are said to be feasible,

October 18, 2004, Omaha World Herald Editorial - Water for the future. Get the facts,

not the gossip; then work with state officials to rectify any inequities.

October 19, 2004, Omaha World Herald Article — Outlook for water in West isn’t good.

October 21, 2004, Omaha World Herald Editorial — Midlands Voices - The Republican

basin just wants to survive, written by Jennifer Smith.

November 2, 2004, Omaha World Herald Article — Big Mac forecasts continue to sink.

November 4, 2004, Omaha World Herald Article — A different vision for water use. An

economist says recreation and other quality-of-life issues should receive more

consideration.

= November 8, 2004, Omaha World Herald Article — Water system expected to spur
growth. The new service promises higher quality of life for residents of the fast-
growing southeast section of Washington County.

= November 9, 2004, Blair Pilot-Tribune Article — Rural water project progressing,

=> November 10, 2004, Omaha World Herald Editorial — The specter of Micro Mac.
Those who use McConaughy must conserve shrinking lake for well-being of the region.

=> November 10, 2004, Omaha World Herald Editorial — Midlands Voices — Big Mac
water rights leave recreation out, written by J. David Aiken

=> November 11, 2004, Omaha World Herald Editorial — Nature teaches lessons. Intricate
relationship of surface water, groundwater is even knottier.
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October 2004

Information & Education Report

Information

» Completed production of Trails and Overview videos

¢ Continued work on Trails Brochure update

» Began work on Fall 2004 SPECTRUM

o Co-Hosted Summit Lake Field Day for 400 students

¢ Attended Public Relations Society Annual Conference in New York

e Attended NARD I & E staff committee meeting

» Reviewed Outdoor Classroom Grants applications

¢ Updated Web Site pages and continued planning for site design update

Education
» Presented Fall Birds Program to all 1° graders at Milliken Park School
Participated in Millard South Interview Project
Held trash pick-up and NRD program for St. Andrew’s Youth Group
Presented GPS/Geo-caching program for All Employees Meeting
Presented Nature Hike to Rockwell Elementary (20 kids)
Presented Surface Water program at Mt.Calvery School
Presented GPS/Geo-caching program for all senior Environmental Studies
students at Burke High School
Read for Fullerton Magnet Read Across America Program
Presented Nature Hike for daycare children (15 kids)
Started planning for Water Works 2005
Attended copier training
Presented Frogs & Turtles program for all kindergarten classes at Willowdale
Environmental Day
Up-dated LRIP cover
Attended UNL Wild Fruit & Nut Jam
Continued planning for Teacher workshops in Nov/Dec
Continued planning for Pheasant Fest 2005
Arranged for staff birthday cards/office artwork from Adopt-A-School
* Scheduled interviews for I&E intern
e Started scheduling programs for Spring 2005
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SENATOR PAM BROWN

District 6
525 North 72nd Avenue
Omaha, Nebraska 68114

COMMITTEES

Government, Military and Veterans Affairs
Transportation and Telecommunications
Intergovernmental Cooperation
Legislative Program Evaluation

Legistative Address:
State Capitol
PO Box 94604
Lincoin, Nebraska 68509-4604
(402) 471-2714
E-Mail:
pbrown®unicam.state.ne.us

October 5, 2004

Steve Oltmans
Papio-Missouri River NRD
8901 S. 154™ Strect
{Omaha, NE 98803

7%’{_.5, 6o

Dear Mlyftmans,

s

I wanted to thank you for making time in your schedule to speak at the Economic Summit
this past Friday. | have already received many positive responses to the summit and its
vision for Nebraska. Thank you for your discussion of the importance of water to the
state’s economic future. You touched on agricultural uses, recreational opportunities and
the water needed for development. It was an additional pleasure to serve on the same
panel as you. This will be the first of many such gatherings and [ look forward to working
with you in the future.

Thank you again for your help in making the summit such a success.

7/

S
Senator Pam Brown
District #6, Omaha

Printad with soy ink on recycied paper



Lower Platte River
CORRIDOR ALLIANCE

Memorandum

Date: October 13, 2004

To: FILE

From: Rodney L. Verhoeff, Lower Platte River Corridor Alliance Coordinator
Subject: 1-80 Economic Summit — October 1, 2004

On Friday, October 1, along with Glenn Johnson and LPRCA/I.PSNRD intern Craig Wacker, I attended an
1-80 Corridor Economic Summit at the SAC Museum. This is the second summit that has been held which focuses
on economic development and growth in the corridor from Omaha to Lincoln along I-80. Recent studies and
projections indicate that this area is considered a prime location for future economic development, With a wealth
of attributes including good transportation, location, natural resources, scenic qualities, and recreation/tourism
opportunities, the area is being eyed for a variety of ideas. The purpose of the summit was to get all stakebolders
together to start working together as a region and to plan for the future of the corridor. It was also to raise
awareness of the many interests to consider. Attendees included business leaders from Omaha and Lincoln, state
senators, agency heads, natural resources entities, economic development representatives, private business, NGO’s,
consulting / engineering firms, community leaders, public utilities, and UNL representatives to name a few. All in
all, well over 200 people were in attendance. J.B. Miliken, the new President of UNL gave the opening address.
He discussed his most recent experience in North Carolina where the University of North Carolina along with
private business partners established a research triangle between the communities of Raleigh, Durham, and Chapel
Hill. This institution marries research, technology, and private industry to create a tremendous partnership for
technology and economic development. He stressed the need for Nebraska to help get adults educated in
technology to meet today’s industry needs and compete nationally and internationally.

Two discussion panels followed. The first discussed the topic, “Next Generation of Economic
Development” and included panelists from the Omaha and Lincoln Chambers of Commerce and the Nebraska
Department of Economic Development. The main point that came out of this panel is the need to work together as
a region and to take advantage of the opportunity we have right now before it passes us by, Also, LB 775, the bill
that gave economic/tax incentives to bring business to Nebraska, was given much praise as the catalyst for bringing
many big businesses to our state. The second panel of the afternoon covered the topic “Here and Now, Resources
Along the I-80 Corridor.” Along with the State Highway Commission and a venture capital firm, Steve Olimans
with the PMRNRD served as a panelist. Steve pointed out the unique and vatuable natural resources of the -80
corridor and particularly where it intersects the Lower Platte River Corridor. Steve took time to introduce me to the
group and hand out the LPRCA brochiiire fo the 200+ atlendees. He also plugged the many projects the Alliance is
undertaking including recent infrastructure projects to address water supply/wastewater. One of the biggest points
to emerge from this discussion was the need to guide and direct development to allow for economic development,
while protecting the natural qualities of the area. The panelist from the venture capital firm also mentioned that we
don’t pursue much venture capital in Nebraska and there is a tremendous opportunity to do so.

One of the most stirring and interesting presentations came from Robert Siegel with Siegal and Associates,

a market analysis firm. His firm has studied the Nebraska market for the past 30 years, focusing on the Omaha to
Lincoln I-80 Corridor. 1hepapulatjon of the nation is moving inward from the coasts as they run out of room and >
opportuaities for economic development., However, in our case more people move out of Nebraska than move 1n.
Mr. Siegel says that those outside Nebraska see the state as a dying state because of the population exodus and the
lack of employment opportunities. Generally, large companies look for metro areas with at least a million in

opulation. Omaha alone does not meet this number. However, combining Omaha and Lincoln 1nto an “Omaha-
Lincoln” regional area would meet this level and could interest companies to move here. He likened this idea to the




Raleigh-Durbam and Dallas-Fort Worth areas. Mr. Siegel had several recommendations: (1) Hold annual -80
conference/summit; (2) Create an I-80 Commission to bring stakcholders together — statewide entity; (3) Do a study
on infrastructure — If we were even keeping pace with U.S., our state would have a population of 4 million
minimum rather than our current population of 1.7 million; (4) The State of Nebraska needs to do whatever it takes
to put Omaha-Lincoln on the map - - even if it includes raising taxes; (5) Create a research park or similarregional
technology/business/economic development area similar to what North Carolina has done in the Raleigh-Durham-
Chapel Hill area; (6) have our representatives in Congress and all state officials mention the area as “Omata-
Lincoln™ - - as one metro area. Also get the economic area redefined as one unified area - - most businesslooks to
locate in metro areas with 1 million people or more and combining would put the area at that level; (7) Continue
and build cooperation between Omaha and Lincoln; (8) Have high capacity highways to move people m aid out of
core areas; (9) Create a webpage to promote the I-80 Corridor; and (10) Include the Council Bluffs, lowa wrea in the
area.

The next presentation, which led into a third panel discussion on “High Tech and Information in Nebraska™ vas by Bart
Stenco with Gartner, a research advisory firm and the largest IT (information and technology) consultant in the nation. According
to Mr. Stanco, Nebraska isn’t even on the radar screen for high tech jobs, but we can change that and become a high tich Mecca.
Things to consider include: infrastructure, quality of life, social issues, regulatory issues, skilled and available workfore, fortune
500 company clusters, climate, and natural resources. To put the area on the radar screen for high tech issues, the follewing need
to be addressed: educational system, investment capital, sustainability, communications, advisors, incubators, alignment,
workforce programs, and apprenticeship programs.

The third panet discussion included IT (information and technology) professionals from the region. They stessed three
types of leadership necessary to have success in the high tech industry: (1) visionary, (2) strategic, and (3) tactical. You need
people who are idea people, but you also need the “do-ers.” The forth and final panel of the day was entitled, “Developing Good
Jobs in IT, BT, Financial Services, and Agri-Business” and included panelists from the University, NEBCO, and Cargil - -
successful Nebraska busimesses and institutions. The panelists discussed what attracts businesses and the current efforts underway
including partnerships n Omaha between business and educational institutions (i.e J.D. Edwards Honors Program, Peter Kiewit
Institute, Scott Technology Transfer and Incubator Center, and University of Nebraska Technology Park). The discussion again
emphasized the importance of LB 775 to encourage businesses to locate in Nebraska. Global marketing and competition were
also conmon themes in the discussion.

The next presenter was Theo Freye, President of CLAAS North America, a maker of large agricultural implement
equipment including a 16 row combine. Mr. Freye discussed what attracted his company to the Omaha area. CLAAS isa
German company and in order to locate here there had to be a skilled work force, good infrastructure, and economic meentives to
make 1t work. Nebraska had all of that and LB 775 provided the incentives. Inland states such as Nebraska are ofien at a
disadvantage since they are located quite a distance from shipping ports, Workers and management at CLAAS in Omaha
appreciate the atmosphere Nebraska offers (social benefits).

The final speaker of the day was Govemor Johanns. The Governor reiterated the importance of economic developrnent
in Nebraska to keep the state viable and competitive. We need to consider both local national and international markets. He also
prased LB 775 and other similar legislation that has brought so many jobs to our state. Governor Johanns also stressed the need
to contmue to work together i the state. Final thoughts from Senator Pam Brown summed up many of the points made at the
sumnmit and hmted at future gatherings of the attendees to put the ideas into action. There was a social gathering following the
summit. I did notice that LPRCA projects and collaborative projects were mentioned in handouts including: The Environmental
Carrying Capacity Study, the infrastructure studies in Cass and Sarpy Counties, and the Joslyn Castle Institute’s Flatwater
Metroplex Study. Overall, this was a very good summit to attend.  Not only did it bring all stakeholders together o look at the
many 1ssues, but it is also approaching development in the 1-80 Corridor in a proactive manmer. 1 certainly think we need to
* continue to be involved in these early stages to ensure environmental issues are taken into accownt, Several NRD and LPRCA
projects go hand-in-hand with this summit tncliding the Environmental Carrying Capacity Study, the Cass County and Sarpy
County mftastructure studies, the Cumulative Itmpact Study, and the COE/WRDA 2000 flood reduction projects.

RLV/y



alzheimer’s Qb association

advancing research, enhancing support

October 19, 2004

Mr. Steve Oltmans
General Manager

Chalco Hills Park

8901 South 154 Street
Omaha, Nebraska 68138

Dear Steve:

I would like to thank Jerry Herbster and his staff for their assistance and
commitment with the implementation of the Memory Walk at Chalco Hills. Over the past
twelve years, their guidance, the usage of your excellent facility, and their continual
assistance on the day of the walk have helped to make the walk a successful event
each year. We had a great turnout this year and that would not have been possible
without the excellent assistant from Jerry and his staff.

JRH/grw
DOCS5/633269.1

EGCEIVE

0CT 20 2004

ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE AND RELATED DISORDERS ASSOCIATION, INC.-MIDLANDS CHAPTER
1-800-309-2112  Web Page: www.midlandsalz.org E-mail midlandschapter@midlands.org

Main Otfice 7101 NMewpart Avenue 3035 Omaha, NIF 68152 » 402-572-3039
Southwest Towa Outreach Oftice 3319 Nebraska Avenue 51501 « 712-322-8840
Nurtheast Nebraska Qutreach Project = 402-375-1790




INTERNATIONAL

October 19, 2004

Mr. Steven G. Oltmans

Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District
8901 S. 154th Street

Omaha, NE 68138-3621

Re:  Law of the Missouri River, October 14 & 15, 2004, Omaha, NE

Dear Mr, Oltmans:

Just a brief note to thank you for your excellent presentation at our recent Law of the Missouri
River Conference in Omaha, which was well received and contributed to the high quality and success of
the overall program.

Enclosed is a Teaching Certificate to acknowledge your participation in the program.
It was a pleasure working with you and I hope that we may call on you again in connection with

future conferences. In the meantime, please call me if you have any comments with respect to this
conference or if you have any suggestions for other programs we should organize.

Laufa Terlisner Mehew
Program Attorney

Enclosure

1620 Gaylord Street ® Denver, Colorado 80206 * 303.377.6600 * Fax 303.321.6320 * www.cle.com
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PAPIO -MISSOURI RIVER
NATURAL
RESOURCES
DISTRICT

8901 S 154TH ST
OMAHA. NE 68138B-3621

Updated: October 18, 2004

Current and On-Going Projects
P-MRNRD Legal Counsel

@ = Top Priority

F = Future Work — No Assignment
N = New Assignment

O = Others Handling

W = Work in Progress

P = PFP’s Portion Completed

* Big Papio Channel Project - West Center Road to West Dodge Road (Woodward):

o Little Papio: (Cleveland)
e Big Papio : (Cleveland)
o  West Branch (Cleveland):

o Land Exchange with Sarpy Co. (96" St.) (W)
& Purchase Agreements, deeds (90" to Giles) (W)

o Western Sarpy Dike (Cleveland):

o Closing with Bundy’s (potentially modify ROW/offer) (F)

o Amended drainage ditch easements on Hickey (First National Property) (P)
o Cabin ROW Documents, as needed (P)

& Three Cabin ROW Condemnations (W)

¢ Floodway Purchase Program (Woodward):

o Floodway Property Purchase Agreements as needed (F)
o Flood Mitigation Planning and Mapping Assistant Agreement w/ Blair (W)

o Trail Projects (Bowen):

o Bennington Trail Interlocal Agreement (P)
o Western Douglas County Trails Agreement (W)

¢ Missouri River Corridor Project (Becic):

o California Bend — Final settlement with tenant (Wright’s) (W)
o Lower Decatur Bend — Appraisal Review, ROW documents and habitat easements (P)



e USDA P.L. 566 Projects, Silver Creek and Pigeon/Jones Watershed (Puls/Cleveland):

o Pigeon/lones Creek Site Easements — as needed (W)

o Silver Creek Site Easements— as needed (W)

o Release of Site S-7 Easement (W)

@ Papio Site S-27 (Fox Ridge Estates) Trail Easements (W)

« Papio Watershed Dam Sites:

o Dam Site 19 agreement ( Petermann) (F)
@& Dam Site 13 Agreement (Petermann) (W)

o Papio Creek Watershed Partnership (Stormwater) (Woodward):

o NRD Bonding Authority Legislation (P)

s Rural Water Projects: (Sklenar)

e Elkhorn River Public Access Sites (Sklenar):

¢  Other:

o Interlocal Agreement with Bellevue for Missouri Riverfront Development (P) (Becic)

/peters/progect lists/2004-Oct 2004



BapillionfCreeky
i

Pa-rt-nersh'
mmmhlpm

Watershed by Design
{ireen, Clean, and Safe

PUBLIC FORUM ANNOUNCEMENT

A Watershed Master Plan is needed for the Papillion Creek Watershed. The purpose
of the plan is to improve water quality and reduce the potential impacts of flooding in this
unique 402-square-mile watershed located in Washington, Douglas, and Sarpy Counties.
Public participation is critical to developing and implementing this type of plan. Your
input is very important, so please plan on attending the:

Watershed by Design Public Forum

Wednesday, November 17, 2004 @ 7:00 PM

W Watershed  Natural Resources Center @ the Chalco Hills Recreation Area
P A7ET 8901 S, 154th Street, Omaha, NE 68138

Formed in August 2001, the Papillion Creek Watershed Partnership (Partnership) is represented
by nine cities, two counties, and the Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District (NRD) for
the purpose of addressing water quality and stormwater quantity within the watershed. The
Partnership has conceived a vision for a Green, Clean, and Safe watershed. Now the
Partnership needs public input to develop sustainable solutions to the various demands placed on
the watershed, capture them in an effective Watershed Master Plan, and successfully implement
the solutions.

The Partnership is holding this initial public forum:
* To introduce important issues in the development of a Green, Clean, and Safe
Papillion Creck Watershed, and
»  To gather your 1deas and comments regarding these issues.

A series of additional public input sessions will follow this forum to address these issues and
your comments in more detail as they relate to the creation of a Green, Clean, and Safe
watershed. A major focus will be to investigate how recommendations made in the City of
Omaha’s recent Omaha by Design planning effort can be incorporated on a watershed-wide
basis. This watershed approach allows the multiple jurisdictions within the watershed to manage
stormwater in a consistent and comprehensive manner, and by working together, will continue to
provide an economic benefit to their citizens.

Your participation is needed to make the forum a success! Be part of the solution, as the
Papillion Creek Watershed Partnership works toward achieving a Green, Clean, and Safe
watershed for everyone in this area to enjoy.

Schedule:
Time Activity
7:00 p.m. Presentation

7:30 - 8:00 p.m. | Question card responses
8:00 — 9:00 p.m. | Information stations

Learn more by visiting www.papiopartnership.org

PARTNERS
Bellevue Bennington Boys Town Elkhorn Gretna La Vista Omaha
Papillion Ralston Douglas County Sarpy County Papio-Missouri River NRD



Memorandum

To: PAPIO-MR NRD Staff

From: Marty Nissen — NRD/ United Way Campaign Manager
Date:  October 19", 2004

Re: United Way of the Midlands Campaign for NRD

The 2004 United Way Campaign for the NRD was once again successful. Our
donations go directly to the United Way of the Midlands and its 55 health and
human services agencies.

Many thanks go to the generous contributions from the NRD staff . This year a

total of $5,383.70 was raised. This is a 7.8 % Increase from last year's
campaign. | attached a chart reflecting the history of NRD contributions to this
memao. This year's winner for the free day of annual leave is Kelly Fravel.

Thanks again for your continued support and to all who participated in this
years campaign!

Sincerely,
Marty Nissen
Campaign Manager

mnissen@papionrd.org
http://www.uwmidlands.ora
http://www.papionrd.or







Memorandum

TO THE BOARD

SUBJECT: Cost Saving of Paperless Board Project
DATE: November 12, 2004

FROM: Jean Friends Tait

$98538588383838558808885388885858588888855888558889853888888

Please find attached a spreadsheet reflecting the cost savings by going to a
“Paperless Board” from January 2003-June 2004 (keep in mind employee
time is not included and would greatly increase the dollars saved). The
approximate cost of each director’s laptop including upgrades and
accessories was $1,200. If any of you would like additional information or
would like me to continue tracking the savings, please let me know.

Respecttully,

Jean
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Chamber Agricultural
Council Members Tour

s -4

Western Nebraska Communities

The Greater Omaha chamber
of Commerce  Agricultural
Council toured western Nebraska
including North Platte, Saxton,
Sutherland and Ogallala last
week.

Chamber President and CEO
David G. Brown and Agricul-
tural Council Chairman and
President of Farmers National
Company Richard C. Hahn, led
the delegation of 20 Chamber
business and agricultural leaders,
including: Theo &  Baerbel
Freye, Claas Omaha LLC; Gary
Gates, OPPD; John Heck, The
-Scoular company; Jim Jones,
Ayres Kahler; David Knutson,
Farmers National Company;
April Koske, Greater Omaha

Chamber of Commerce; Dave

Krecek, P.I. Midwest; Mark
Lakers, Agribusiness & Food
Associates; S ans, Pa-
pio-Missouri NRD; Natalie
~PEetz, Creater Ormaha Chamber
- of Commerce; Charles Schnei-
der, Schneider Engineering; Ann
Smith, G & 1 Farms; Robert
Snoozy, Lindsay Manufacturing;
Ted Tietjen, Big Byron Agricul-
ture and Kevin Wilkins, Greater
Fremont Development Council.
Two important issues impact-
ing Nebraska’s business climate
— water and energy - were the
focus of this year’s tour, as well
as the development of relation-
ships with business leaders in
western Nebraska communities.
The tour delegation members
encouraged comrmunication with
fellow Nebraskans, emphasizing
the need to work together in
order to grow the state and at-
tract jobs and investment.
- Hahn: said, “Water and power
are issues that affect all of Ne-

braska. It’s important for the
Omaha business leaders to visit
our colleagues in' western Ne-
braska to discuss concerns that
we all share about the challenges
that face our state.”

The Omaha tour members
toured the Wal-Mant Distribu-
tion Center and the Union pa-
cific Railyard in North Platte
prior to a dinner at Ole’s Prairie
Ridge in Paxton on Wednesday.
Following dinner, the guests
toured the farm of Ralph Holz-
faster, the recipient of the Agri-
cultural council’s annual Heri-
tage Award presented at the
River City Roundup Heritage
Award Luncheon in Omaha.

Tour members began their day

.Thursday meeting North Platte

Community leaders at a break-
fast. They toured the Gerald
Gentleman Power Plant at Suth-

‘erland where Gary Gates, presi-

dent and CEO of Omaha Public
Power District and  Bill
Fehrman, president and CEQ of
Nebraska Public Power District
spoke to the delegation. At a
luncheon at the Visitor’s Center
at Lake McConaughy in Ogal-
lala, the group met with Grant
and Ogallala chambers of com-
merce members. The luncheon

presenter was Roger Patterson;
ral Resources, The final stop
before returning to Omaha was a
tour of the hydroplant at Lake
McConaughy.

Sponsors for various activi-
ties of the tour included Papio-
Missouri  Natural Resources
District, Knights of Ak-Sar-Ben,
Adams Bank, Pinnacle Bank,
Nebraska Public Power District,
Farm Credit Services and Ralph,
Tim and John Holzfaster.



Aim high, planners urge Omaha

- a The city faces tough decisions as it strives

| tocreate a more beautiful community, but

the changes are said to be feasible.

By C. Davip KoTOK

anD [rrEREY BOBB
WORLD-HERALD STAVF WRITERS

g X e

A new “downtown” rising at
72nd and Dodge Streeis. A lake
and park down the street where
the Little Papio and Cule Creeks
meet. A hip boulevard emerging

at 90th and Maple Streets.

Dreamy ideas? Absolutely.

Crazy notions? Not according
to city officials, urban planners
and corporate and community
leaders who unveiled the con-
cepts Thursday.

As the Omaha By Design ini-
tiative annmounced its recom-
mendations, organizers em-
braced the plan as a practical

vision to transform Omaha.

The plan still requires City
Council approval. But if that
happens as expected Dec. 7,
Omaha faces tough decisions as
it strives to create a more beau-
tiful, progressive community.

Many of the changes won't be
easy, quick or cheap. But the
plan’s architects were urged to
dream no small dream and set
aside financial concerns.

“Tngether we think it adds up
to a transformation of the city,”
said urban planner Jonathan

See Design: Page 2

Design: Don't be afraid to aim high, planners urge

Continuedfrom Page 1

Barnett, who led the study. “We
think it's well within your
reach.”

The 21 goals and 73 recom-
mendations went well beyond
demanding more attractive con-
struction by large retailers and
subdivision developers., Last
year, the City of Omahu and the
Omaha Community Foundation,
through its Lively Omaha pro-
gram,launchedtheprojectafter
an outcry for mare high-quality
mega-retail development.

The additions propuosed for
the city's master plan are meant
to bring out Omaha's natural
beauty, create distinctive civic
centers and enhance the livabil-
ity of its neighborhoods. The
plan covers everything from
planting trees in parking lots to
transforming Dodge Street.

Among the futuristic cen-
cepts:

M The transformation of Cap-
itol Avenue downtown, leading
up to Central High School, by re-
routing the current Interstate
480 exit onto 20th Street.

B The revitalization and
beautification of 90th and Maple
Streets, creating an anchor for
the Keystone neighborhood. At
90th and Maple Streets, few re-
alize that Cole Creek flows un-
der the development north of
Maple. Cole Creek would reap-
pear under the plan.

#l Creation of an office and
residential center at 72nd and
Daodge Streets.

At 72nd and Dodge, the con-

Recommended
first steps

Green Omaha: Create a park
along the Keystone Trail near
78th and Cass Streets, where
Caole Creek meets the Little Papio
Creek.

Clvic Omata: Enhance the Gene
Leahy Mall downtown to make it
mare people-friendly, with
another pedestrian bridge and
perhaps arestaurant.

Neighborhood Omaha: Create a
deveiopment plan for 15 broad
neighborhood alliances,
beginning in Benson, using the
madel from the recently
completed Destination Midtown
project.

ON OMAHA.COM

Complete report and
additlonal drawings.

cept is to ring the intersection
with 10-story office or condo
buildings, with a residential
area stretching west from
Crossroads to a new, small lake
near 78th Street, where Cole
Creek flows into the Little Papic
Creek.

The lake idea might be grand.
But the concept is taking its
first step forward as engi-
neering consultant Lamp, Ry-
nearson & Associates studies
the possibilities.

Bob Batt, executive vice
president of Nebraska Furni-

ture Mart, said he wants a more
beautifu] city, too, but ques-
tioned why the Dodge Street
idea couldn’t be done at Ak-Sar-
Ben,

Ifinvestors want toredevelop
the Dodge Street area, Batt said,
“go right ahead.” But he said the
proposal should not encourage
the city to take land through em-
inent domain.

“You've got a great concept,”
Batt said. “The first thing T've
got tosay is, ‘Who's paying?™ "

The plan includes no cost esti-
mates. Planners see city gov-
ernment as a partner but hope
their ideas primarily will spark
private developers to initiate
the projects.

Bob Peters, Omaha’s plan-
ning director, said organizers
haven't discussed the use of em-
inent domain, although the
power is in Omaha’s “kit of
tools.”

Pete Festersen, Mayor Mike
Fahey's deputy chief of staff,
said the plan’s success will re-
quire cooperation among pti-
vate developers, philanthro-
pistsand city government.

But ¢ity and community offi-
cials insist this is no pie-in-
the-sky proposal.

They puint toOmaha’s history
of generous philanthropic gifts.
And they say the community set
a new standard with the rapid
$1.8 billion transformation of
downtown Omaha and its river-
front.

Omaha By Design’s recom-

ct.

onference Center, 8450 Pine St

Nov. 3: Omaha
takes upthe proposal.

Nov. 14: Special insert and public
questionnaire distributed with

The World-Herald.

Nov. 30: City Councii public
hearing.

Dec. 7: City Councl! vote on
adding the proposal to the city’s

ONALLA Y DESTOT

This illustration shows how Capitol Avenue would appear under a
dramatic plan to create a plaza in the area east of Central High School.

master plan.

mendations were hammered
out by an advisory groug thatin-
cluded developers who have
boughtinto the plan.

Several steps are under way
to make more immediate im-
pacts.

The BRenson neighborhood
and commercial district is the
next neighborhood targeted for
redevelopment. Omaha By De-
sign also is linking up with ef-
forts to rejuvenate Gene Leahy
Mall.

pavid Kuehl, a review com-
mittee member from the Kuehl
Capital Corp,, said that cven if
parts of the plan might not be re-
alived for decades, at least the
concepts will be up for discus-
sion when opportunities arise.

“How can city officials make
it wark?” Kuehl asked. “There
are things that are costly, but at
the same time, there are other
avenues to get money.”



= Water for the future

isunder- Get the facts, take irrigators’ water
Ms tandings pnot the gossip; away. Or city senators
and anxiety then wWo rk with want to stick it to rural
concerning water is- people and take the
sues are rampant in state officials water away. Or the set-
portions of Nebraska, to rectify tlement with Kansas

marked by unneces-
sary hard feelings, dis-
trust and poisonous accusations
among irrigators, regulators and
others.

The atmosphere is particularly
unhealthy because now is the time
the various interests should be com-
ing together to solve these increas-
ingly pressing water problems.

Water is, quite simply, the state's
future. Without it, agriculture, busi-
ness and industry would wither
away. But, for several reasons,
there isn’t enough to continue unre-
‘ stricted access for everyone, and
squabbling has brokeri out.

Legislative Bill 962, enacted by
the Legislature and Gov. Mike Jo-
hanns this year, is designed to man-
age the situation. It came from the
findings of a state water task force
made. up of irrigators, regulators,
businesses and government of fi-
cials, amongothers.

It set up the state’s natural re-
sources districts as the stewards of
both underground water and sur-
face water, with oversight by the
Nebraska Department of Natural
Resources. :

The resources districts must man-
age watersheds to correct overallo-
cations. Their tool is the restriction
of new water uses until the shortfall
isovercome.

Some irrigators see that as exces-
sive regulation; they have, in the
past, Dretty much - drilled and
pumped from irrigation wells at
will. ‘

Another point of contention is
state oversight. It would not be
much of a factor if the resources dis-
tricts do their jobs properly. If they
don’t, state officials can step in, and
properly 50. A renegade irrigator or

-an out-of-control resources district . -

shouldn’t be permitted to ride

roughshod over the water interests:

of other Nebraskans —and the law.
Anti-regulation groups such as
Nebraskans First have, we are told
by people who attended meetings at
which their members spoke, spread

hysterical hyperbole and dire con-

spiracy theories.

The state government wants to

any inequities.

‘over the amount of wa-
ter in the Republican
River basin was just another link in
the conspiracy to, yes, take the wa-
teraway.

Phiony arguments and misleading
rhetoric — Nebraska is too depen-
dent on its agricultural base to give
credence to that kind of accusation.

Water regulators such as Roger
Patterson, director of the state natu-
ral resources agency, and State Sen.
£d Schrock of Elm Creek, chairman
of -the Legislature’s Natural Re-
sources Committee, are trying their
hardest to find solid and workable
solutions to the water allocation dif-
ficulties the state faces.

They are taking far too much ver-
bal abuse from people who don’t un-
derstand the situation fully. Or per-
haps some do understand but are so
intent on protecting their interests
that they willresortto suchtactics.

LB 962 is only one focus of dissen-
sion. The Republican Valley settle-
ment is another. And the three-state
agreement on the Platte River,
which must in theory provide water
to benefit endangered species along
the river in central Nebraska, is yet
another.

Add the complicating factor of the

-drought, which cut levels in Lake

McConaughy to an all-time Jow. be-
fore the autumn rebound began.

If Nebraska is to have water for all
the people into the future — irriga-
tors, smail-town businesses, mumnici-
palities and everyone else — the
supply has to be managed so that no
one user hogs it and legitimateusers
get a fair and proportioriate share.
That means that unregulated pump-
ing has to give way to responsible
stewardship.

. Groups and individuals who have
problems with LB 962 as a creative
management tool first should find
out the facts, not accept half-baked
explanations from self-serving an-
tagonists. '

Second, they should work with
Patterson, Schrock and others tore-
solve inequities that might exist.
Hurling accusations of bad faith
won’t getanyone anywhere.



Outlook for water in West isn't good

jp-19-¢04
By Davip HENDEER
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

TORRINGTON, Wyo. — Se-
vere water-shortage problems
could continue in the Westeven if
the drought breaks and heavy
snowfall returns to the Rocky
Mountains this winter.

Irrigators and natural re-
sources officials from western
Nebraska and eastern Wyoming
heard that grim assessment
Monday from the U.S, Bureau of
Reclamation manager who over-
sees the agency’'s North Platte
River dam operations in Wyo-
ming.

A sixth consecutive season of
historic drought in the West
would significantly deplete the
seven mainstem reservoirs on
the North Platte in southeastern
Wyoming, Said John Lawson,
who manages the bureau’s Wyo-
ming Area Office near Casper.

For example, Pathfinder Res-
ervoir — the largest of the seven
impoundments and about 60 per-

ize of: Nebraska's Lake
uld probably

be lessith:

froino
Wb
about21 percent full.
“you. kind of hate to get into
these ‘what ifs,’ butif that wereto
happen another year ... we
would be in a situation where
we'd have a reservoir system

T

BirTa oW

that’s - basically. just a..flow- .
through system,” Lawson. said. .

It really:wouldn’t have any wa-
terinitatall.” o
Thatmeans it’s critical thatthe

mountains 'receive abundant -

snowfall'this winter, that Spring

rains return to.the High Plains’

and that people conserve water,
Lawgon said. ;

Irrigatofs in the Nebraska
Panhandle have received
roughly, 55 percent to §0-per

of the normal water supply from ™

the North Platte system for three
consecutive years. e

The bureaw's scenarios for
next year continue the drought
pattern of seeing little, if any, re-
covery in the reservoirs.

. feet.

DAVE CROY/THE WORLD-

The seven reservoirs ended
the 2004 water year.on Sept. 30
with a total 787,700 acre-feet in
storage. If expected projections
hold, the system would end 2005
with 779,700 acre-feet instorage.
A reasonable minimum scefiario
would put .the reservoirs:at

" 580,700 acre-feet.

The system’s average Septem-
per storage is 1.5 million acre-

“This is kind of getting into an
‘empty basket’ situation,” Law-
son said.

The bureau is projecting total
system inflows from snowmelt
runoff and rain this season of
1.33 million acre-feet. Its low-end
projection is for 668,200

acre-feet.

Lawson said leng-term
weather projections are not en-
couraging.

Lawson said he planned to con-
tinue meetings initiated last year
with North Platte- irrigators on
the guestion of creating individ-

_ ual water accounts in the reser-

voir system for the region’s 13ir-
rigation districts as a way to
encourage saving water.

The challenge is working out
the details so all districts are
treated fairly, he said.

Problems arise, he said, in allo-
cating water in the accounts be-
cause not all irrigation districts
haveequal rights to natural flows

.inthe NorthPlatte.

Districts with superior rights

won’t need as much supplemental
“water from the reservoirs.

Ann Salomon Bleed, deputy di-
rector of the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, said
after the meeting that all water
usersneed to focus on CoONserva-

tion to survive the dry years.

Bleed said she supports efforts
to create ownership accounts in
the Wyoming reservoirs. “I don’t
think anycne disagrees that it’s
the right thing to do, it's howto do
itequitably.

“If you have ownership of a
certain amount of water that you
save — and it comes back to you
_ then there’s an incentive to
save. The devilisinthe details.”



The Republican basin

just wants to survive
/0020

The writer,of Imperial, Neb., farms irrigated land andis
cofounder of WaterClaim, a nonprofit organization

BY JENNIFER SMITH

researching water solutions,

An Oct. 18 editorial spoke of
hard feelings “among irriga-
tors, regulators and others” in
Nebraska.

Among the Republican River
basin’s irrigators are a small
number who speak with some
enmity teward regulators.
There also are a few regulators
who speak with hostility toward
irrigators. The majority of irri-
gators simply desire to be
heard, hawve questions an-
swered and have less devastat-
ing solutions considered. All
ideas should

alternative solutions truly can
be worked through?

We ask only for the demo-
cratic process of allowing those
affected by the decisions to
have a strong voice in making
those decisions. Since that is
what is being requested, using
language such as “renegade ir-
rigator or an out-of-control re-
sources district™ seems antago-
nistic and divisive.

Citizens of the Republican
basin care more about water in-
terests of other Nebraskans

and those in

be discussed We want to see other states
asateam, y than 1 feel the
We want to our state’s editorial gives
propose alter- habitats thrive us credit for.
native solu- Have some
tions that not with life. But we faith in us. We
only comply ATre unwilling to are intelligent
with the Re- farm people, with all
publican River let our s and kinds of help-
settlement but QW communities ful ideas and
also prevent dpy up in the thoughts, As a
agricultural majority, we

and business PrOCOSH.
sectars from
experiencing significant harm.

A recent University of Ne-
braska-Linceln study shows
current plans for complying
with the settlement causing a
$32.5 million economic loss
each year. Perhaps that seems
insignificant from a statewide
or metropotitan standpoint, but
it has a great impact on our ru-
ral communities.

Nebraska's natural re-
sources districts are set up as
stewards of groundwater. The
Nebraska Department of Natu-
ral Resources is set up as a
steward of surface water.

The NRDs are not subject to
the department, nor is the de-
partment subject to the NRDs.
Legislative Bill 962 does not
change that. It does require
them to create a joint plan, but
one is not the controlling entity
over theother.

The NRDs must restrict new
water uses. However, they are
under no obligation to further
restrict water uses already in
place. They may veluntarily do
50 in order to help shoulder Ne-
braska'sburden.

1 believe the editorial implies
that all irrigators have drilled
and pumped at will and without
regard to others, leading read-
erstoabias againstirrigation.

History shows that many ir-
rigators have expended great
efforts and money to conserve
water for years, More than half
of the water used in the Repub-
lican basin has been under
strict controls for the past 25
years. We also are active in
locking for ways to conserve
even more.

What would it take for you to
think the NRDs’ jobs are done
properly? What triggering fac-
tar should be the “just cause”
for the state to “take over," as
has beenthreatened?

What is wrong with the
NRDs and irrigators asking for
enough facts to make wise deci-
sions? What is wrong with
wanting the political process to
slow down enough so that all

are not a self-

ish group. We
are conserving, law-abiding
and sharing communities.

The settiement is not just a
Republican Valley issue. The
decisions and the settlement
were agreed upon without for-
mal input from our NRDs.
Thus, our irrigators were not a
party to that settlement. The
state, as a whole, was a party to
it. Thus, compliance is on the
shoulders of the entire state,
not just aportionof it

Water regulators havedone a
lot in trying to find solid and
workable solutions, and irriga-
tors and other citizens have
been part of the selution for
years.

The irrigators, NRDs and cit-
izens of the Republican basin
are willing to take part in shoul-
dering the burden, which is
only right. We use aquifer wa-
ter, too.

We want to see our state's
habitats thrive with life. How-
ever, we are unwilling tolet our
farms and our communities dry
up in the process. It is not good
for us or for the state as a
whole.

There are alternative solu-
tions that not only comply with
the settlement but also protect
the state's agricultural and ru-
ral business sectors. Is anyone
willing to listen to those alter-
patives or present their own
plans that have minimal to no
economicimpact on our portion
of the state?

We are in agreement that the
water supply must be managed.
We are not conspiring to “heg”
the resource. I feel that the irri-
gators of the state are, in the
main, fair and bright people
who can take and have taken
part inmanaging water wisely.

Nebraska’s citizens can and
should brainstorm together on
how to solve the state’s prob-
lem without causing economic
harm to anyone. Perhaps, inthe
process, we'll figure out some-
thing that helps multiple states
through the drought.



Big Mac forecasts continue to sink

-2 -0+
By Davib HENDEE
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

There is nothing on the dry ho-
rizon to float false hopes for
Lake McConaughy after five
consecutive years of drought in
the West.

That was the message Jere-
mie Kerkman delivered Mon-
day to the Central Nebraska
Public Power and Irrigation Dis-
trict’s board of directors in Hol-
drege.

Lake McConaughy, the state's
largest reservoir, is at 24 per-

cent capacity and slowly filling
from its irrigation-season draw-
down to ahistoriclow. However,
the North Platte River’s flows
into the western Nebraska lake
area drought-strickentrickle.

Kerkman, the Central engi-
neer who oversees McCo-
naughy, projected that the res-
ervoir would

That represents
32,300 acre-feet remaining be-
hind Kingsley Dam, or about a
26-foot decline from the reser-
voir's currentlevel.

Flows into the reservoir from
the North Platte are projected to
be about 47 percent of normal
between now and the end of next
September, Kerkman said.

Meanwhile, releases from the
dam throughout the water year
-- including irrigation releases,
flows to maintain the Nebraska
Public Power District’s Suther-
land Reservoir and water neces-
sary to offset icing conditions in
the Supply Canal — are pro-
jected to be 58 percent of nor-
mal.

McConaughy mirrors the sit-

uation at North Platte River res-
ervoirs in Wyoming. Extended
drought has depleted storage in
Pathfinder, Seminoe and other
reservoirs to 28 percent of ca-
pacity.

“Qur projections don’t show
any (extra water) from the Wyo-
ming reservoirs this year, and
that means we won't see high
flows coming into MecCo-
naughy,” Kerkmansaid.

Central informed its irriga-
tion customers in September
that they will receive about 6.8
inches of water next summer,
less than half of normal.
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A different vision for water use

B An economist
says recreation and
other quality-of-life
issues should
receive more

consideration. s

Ry Davip HENDEE
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

LINCOLN — Nebraska has
prospered for decades by using
water from Lake McConaughy
for growing corn, generating
electricity and, as an after-
thought, luring tourists.

That mix, however, may not
be the best use of the state’s
largest reservoir or be best for
the future of Nebraska now that
deep drought in the West high-
lights the fragility of water as a
resource, an economist said
Wednesday.

“Communities grow by at-
tracting people, especially very
productive, highly educated and
skilled people who command
high incomes,” said Ernie Niemi
of Eugene, Ore., an experton the
relationship between regional
economies and the environ-
ment.

Fconomic policies that harm
the environment or that deplete
natural resources hurt the econ-
omy in the long run, Niemi said
in an interview. That's because
the gquality-of-life benefits of

water, for example, are forceful
influences in attracting people
to live in a particular place, he
said.

Don Gabelhouse, the fisheries
division administrator atthe Ne-
braska Game and Parks Com-
mission, said that Nebraskans
can ignore Niemi at their own
economic peril.

“It comes down to, is Ne-
braska going to be a place where
people want to live, or is it going
tobe a place they want toleave?”
Gabelhouse said.

He said the state doesn’t have
to choose between agriculture
or recreation in planning how
water will be used.

“But if we had more reser-
voirs and streams that were full
of water, and wildlife abounded
on the Platte River basin, would
more people want to live in the
state and could we attract more
from out of state who want to en-
joy that form of recreation and
the wide open spaces?” he said.
*“1 think the answer is yes.”

Niemi, vice president and
project manager at ECONorth-
west, an econemics and consult-
ing firm, was invited to Ne-
braska as part of a state study of
drought and water issues re-
quested by Rep. Tom Osborne,
R-Neb. Niemi spoke to nearly 40
people from across the state at
the University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln’s East Campus Student
Union.

Niemi said he is not suggest-
ing that Nebraskans — or Cen-
tral Nebraska Public Power and

Irrigation District, which owns
and operates McConaughy —
stop using water from the reser-
voir for agriculture.

“I'mnot saying that useis bad.
I'm saying that there are trade-
offs, and the tradeoffs are dif-
ferent now than they werein the
past,” Niemi said. “Once people
understand the tradeoffs, they
can make their decisions.”

Niemi was one of more than
100 economists who wrote let-
ters last year to President Bush
and to the governors of 11 West-
ern states telling them that pro-
tecting and enhancing the qual-
ity of the region’s natural
environment would strengthen
the ability of communities to
generate more jobs and higher
incomes.

The economists argued that
the West's natural environment
is, arguably, its greatest
longrun economic strength.
They said that nearly all com-
munities of the West will find
that they cannot have a healthy
economy without a healthy envi-
ronment.

They said, for example, that
agriculture — and extractive in-
dustries such as logging and
mining — now play a smaller
economic role because their
ability to generate new jobs and
higher incomes has declined.

Subsidies to irrigation, for ex-
ample, prop up activities that
would not take place under effi-
cient market conditions, they
said.

The notion that what got an in-

dustry where it is today will
carry it into the future is flawed,
Niemisaid.

“What you see in the past
doesn’t have a lot to do with the
future,” he said.

Niemi said that the new eco-
nomic model evolved from ex-
periences in the Pacific North-
west when federal judges
suspended logging on millions
of acres of federal forestland to
protect habitat of the northern
spotted owl.

The perception in the region
was that the economy would be
crippled, he said.

“There was palpable fear in
those communities that jobs and
entire communities would col-
lapse, and the region would slip
into the next version of a long-
running Appalachian-style de-
pression,” he said.

Itdidn't happen.

Niemi said that the old eco-
nomic model of “jobs vs. owls”
isn’t the only option. Now jobs
follow people, who move to
places with environmental
amenities, he said.

Niemi tells a story that illus-
trates the tug that quality of life
attractions givearegion.

He asks people in the audi-
ence to raise their hands if they
would like a 20 percent increase
in income. Hands shoot into the
air.

Then he asks how many peo-
ple are willing to move to New
York City to get that income.
Most hands drop.

“That’s the power of quality of
life,” he said.
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Water system expected to spur growth

B The new service promises higher qua]jty
of life for residents of the fast-growing
southeast section of Washington County.

/- §-o4
By MarioN RHODES
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

A new water system being
built in Washington County is
expected to play a vital role in
the area’s future growth.

Promises of more and cleaner
water, an emergency backup
system and improved fire pro-
tection in some areas are ex-
pected to draw more homeown-
ersintothe countryside.

“I’s definitely a selling fac-
tor,” said Steve Huber, vice
president of Curt Hofer Con-
struction, whose affiliate is
planning a 100-lot subdivision
eastof Highway 133.

After a two-year .push by
some residents, work has begun
on the rural water project,
which includes a water tower
and pump station in Blair and a
35-mile distribution system in
the southeastern part of the
county. -

The pipelines will supply wa-
ter to about 270 househalds
south of Blair and north of the
Douglas County line, between
Nebraska Highways 75and 133.

Anticipated county growth
was a driving force behind the

$3.5-million project, County
Planning Director Doug Cook
said. ‘

With 3,100. additional resi-
dents since 1990, based on U.S.
Census estimates, Washington
County is among the state’s fast-
est-growing counties.

Its proximity te Omaha
makes it attractive for commut-
ers who want to spend their free
time away from city life. '

The area between Highway
133 and Fort Calhoun, in partic-
ular, is growing. In recent
years, several subdivisions
have sprung up, and Huber’s
new development is expected to
jointhe corridor next year.

“That seems to be the place to
be,” Cook said. '

For Huber's development,
Cottonwood Creek, the water
system means more houses can
bebuilton smaller lots.

Without rural water, Huber
said, homes probably would
have been built on five-acre lots
fo aveid - overextending local
wells. Because the developer
agreed to cofinect to the new
system, most lot sizes have been

scaled down to two or three

acres.
Rural homes currently dray

water from community wells

coordinator for the Papio-Mis-
SOuTT JUver Natural Resou

15Trict. e new system ad-
dresses those problems, which
Sklenar said will increase the
resale value of connected
homes.

Hookups to a rural water sys-
tem also provide a draw for peo-
ple who are unfamiliar with

" wells, Huber said.

“People just feel better about
that,” he said.

The system will connect to 10
fire hydrants west and south of
Fort Calhoun, covering about 50
percent of a district that now re-
lies on tank trucks, Fire Chief
Mike Smith said.

A connection to the Metropol-
itan Utilities District will en-
syre an emergency supply of
water in case a natural disaster
such as a tornado or earthquake
disables Blair’s water plant,
which is the primary water
source for the distribution sys-
tem.

“It’s a good thing for the exist-
ing people, and it’s a good thing
for the future people,” Cook
said, ’

Not everyone welcomes the

changes expected, said Wayne
Talbert, one of several resi-
dents who have pushed for the
improvements,

“A lot of them moved out here
to be in the country and have
some privacy,” Talbert said.
For them, making the outlying
areas more attractive to devel-
opment wasn’'t one of the up-
sides of the project.

“Trying to convince some of
these old-timers and old-town-
ers was a battle. We got tarred
and feathered,” Talbert said.

As the planning progressed,
however, it became clearer that
the advantages of the new sys-
tem will outweigh the disadvan-
tages, Talbert said, and opposi-
tion quieted down.

“I don’t think it’s going to be
like yow're living right next door
to your neighbor, as in Omaha,”
he said. :

The system, which is a join;
enterprise o ashingto
County, the City of Blair and Pa-
pi0-MI8s0urt KD, 15 expected
ryeup IdTanning by October
2005, Sklenar said.

Residents near the water
lines will be able to decide
whether to connect to the sys-
tem, Sklenar said. Hookup fees
are $3,500 for a single-family
residence. A private service
line to the house can cost up to
$1,500.

Talbert said most residents
now are excited about the sys-
tem.

“They realized it wasn’t going
to change things,” he said. “It's
just going to make it bigger and
better.”
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'Rural water project progressing

By Keith Rydberg
Reparter

An upcoming meeting of the
Papio-Missouri River Natural
Resources District’s board of di-
rectors is expected to result in
significant steps forward on a
raral water systeim in Washing-
ton County.

At the Nov. 18 meeting of the
NRD board, the directors are
seheduled to consider awarding
acontractforthe constructionof
the 36-mile distribution system
that will serve 265 rural cusiom-
erslivingbetween U.5. Highway
75 and Nebraska Highway 133
south of Blair. Water will be dis-
tributed to the customers from
Blair's water storage facility as
part of an agreement between
the city and the NRD.

ProjectManager Dick Sklenar
said BRB Coniractors of Topeka,
Kan., had the lowest bid of the
seven construction firms inter-
ested in worlking on the project.
BRB Contractors has bid the
project at $2.54 million, which is
$250.000 less than the engineer-
ingestimate, Workonthe project
ig scheduled to begin in earty
Decemnber and is expected {o be
completed by July 81, 2005.

“We are very pleased with
both the contractors and their
bid.” Skienar said.

Skienar said the bid also in-
ciudes oversizing themain trunk
line from the original specifica-
tions to a new width of 12 inches.
The NRD and the city of Blair
have agreed to share the cost in-
volved with oversizing the main
line aithough the total cost of the
oversizing has not been deter-
mined.

Thetrunkline, which wilirun
parallel 1o county roads 32 and
P32, was enlarged mainly in or-
der to ailow for a connection be-
tween Blair's water supply and
the Metropolitan Utilities
District's watersupply. Theeon-
neetion will.allow the rural wa-
teyatines-to be switched from
Blair's supply to the MUD sup-
ply if Blair’s water was unavail-
abie or became contaminated.
Also, by oversizing the linenow,
Sklenar said the district i3 en-
suring enough water and water
pressure will be available for fu-
ture development in the area.

Water linesrunningnorthand
south from the main trunk line
wilt also be oversized to a width
of8inches. Thecounty hasagreed
to Ioan $200,000 to the NRD o
cover the oversizing cost al-
though the NRD estimates the
total cost to uversize the lateral
lines will be $235,000. Sklenar
said he js unsure how the addi-
tional $35,000 will be raised but
said it could mean some of the
lines may not be enlarged to the
fil] B-inch width.

While thisoversizing wasalso
done in anticipation of future

New water tower
taking shape
along Hwy. 133

While the contracts involving a rural water
distribution system are still beingfinalized, con-
struction is continuing on the water tower that
will be a key part of the systemn.

Construction on the water tower began shortly
after Landmark Structures of Fort Worth, Texas,
was awarded the $1.38 miilion contract at the
August 12 meeting of the Papio-Missourl River
Natural Resources District's board of directors.
The watertawer, which is located at the intersec-
tion of Nebraska Highway 133 and County Road
26, will provide storage for 1 million gailons of
water for the distribution systemn and will aiso
ensurethat enough water pressureis availablefor
rural residents and firefighters using the system.

Chris Koenig, who is the project manager for
the HCM Associates consulting firm, is super-
vising the project ot behalf of the NRD. Koenig
said the project is still on schedule to be com-
pleted in September 2005 with workers hoping to
complete the pedestal of the watertower by the
end of the month. Once compieted, woriers will
stop construction at the site for the winter but
will continue to fabricate steel throughout the
winter months so the steel can be ready for the
dome once construction resumes in March.

Thus far, Koenig said the foundation of the
watertower has been completed with workers
pouring concrete at the site this week. Anaccess
road leading to the watertower has also been
completed as well as some utility work. Addi-
tional utility work remains to be done along
with constructing storm sewers inditehes along
the sides of County Road 26 that will handle any
overflows from the watertower.

When it is completed, the watertower will be
100 feet tall with the pedestal to be 4 feet wide.
While the watertower is currently owned by the
NRD, the city of Blair will gain ownership of the
watertower in 10 years.

Fhe new water tower is scheduled o open tn Sep

USTEFANIE WELGH, FiLal-

key 2005,

growth, Skienar- said the
Kernnard, Blair and Fort Calhoun
fite departments' hive' aiso ffe-
quested fire hydrants be placed
at the intersections of the main
trunk line and the north-south
lines. Eight to 10 hydranis have
been regquested by the Fort
Calhoun Fire Department with
the Blair Fire Department re-
questing three hydrants and the
Kennard Fire Department re-
guestingonefire hydrant. Instatl-
ing the hydrants will cost $2,800
withthedistrictto bereimbursed
by the fire departments making
the request.

The NRD board is also sched-
uled toconsider a$257,646.90 cor-
tract with Pospichal Construc-
tion that would allow construc-
tion to beein on a pump station
that will be located south of the
cul-de-sac on 17th Avenue in
Blair. Once completed, the pump
station will provide water pres-
sure to the watertower site and

Blair with the city paying all of
the costs involved with the
station's constructiop. Work on
the pumnp station is also sched-
uled to begin in early December
with the contractors expected to
hegiven 180 calendar daystocorn-
plete the project.

While Pospichal
Constructiorn’s bid is more than
the engineer's estimate of
$250 415, Blair City Administra-
tor Rod Storm said the exiracost
should not be 2 problem because
of the lower-than-expected cost
of thewater distribution system.

Sugarplum Festival ki

The Blair Area Chamber of
Commerce and Cargillareplan-
ning for the second annual Sug-
arplum Festival Events will
kick off on Thursday, Nov. 18,
with the Sugarplum Walk and
Holiday Open Houses.

This year the evening will
begin with a chili feed at the

Storin also said while the ity is
assisting the district with the
costs involved with the overall
project. it isdoing so because the
citizens of Blair will benefit as
much as the residents living in
rural Washington County.

“The only reason Blair is par-
ticipating in this project is be-
cause of the benefits the project
has for the resideuts of Blair.”
Storm said. "It offers nuditicnal
water storage, provides betier
water pressure and it allows for
aconnectionwith the Metropoli-
tan Utilities District.”

cks off on Nov. 18

Eagles Club. followed by thecity
treelighting at city halland the
Sugarplum Walk.

The chamber of commenrce is
also looking for folks for make
gingerbread houses. For rules
and registration forms, call
Harriet Waite at the Chamber
at 533-4455.
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The specter of Micro Mac

eople in the Those who use
“ndergtanlgabliy must conserve

ish that the Rocky
‘ﬁountam birthplace of shrinking lz;ke
the North Platte River, for well-being

from Walden, Colo., to
Saratoga, Wyo., woqld .
be buried in snow this winter — and
¢or a couple of winters after that.
Normal or above-normal precipl-
tation for the next few years would
go a long way tov;flard keeping Lake
naughy onthe map.
Mi(_t;?er agfigth summer of drought
on the western Plains, Big Mac, as
feared, is a watery shadow _of itself.
From its federally per_mltted peak
elevation of 3,265 feet in 1999, the
tourist mecca near Ogallala shrank
to 3,197.6 feet in September, brt_eak-
ing a 48-year-old record low since
Kingsley Dam was finishedin 1941.
The lake has recovqred_before. It
will gain a few feet this winter. And
there’s encouragement in the sea-
gon’s first reports of fColorza\d{J SnoOw-
ack —129percentof normal.
P But McConaughy may need three
unusually wet winters or more tore-
cover, according toits owner and op-
erator, the Central N]ejlqr?s}cz: Public
erandIrrigationDistrict.
POI‘:T seems more likely that 1_,1tt1e
Mac, by this time next year, will be
Mini Mac or even Micro Mac —es-
pecially if Central and the lake’s oth-
er users take everything Mother
Nature will let them. _

At a Nov. 1 board meeting, Central
engineer Jeremie Kerkman said
current trends could drain McCo-
naughy by next September to 8 per-
cent of capacity — just 132,300
acre-feet, compared with about 17
million acre-feet at the federal limit.

That almost certainly would spell
misfortune for the Ogallala/Keith
County tourism industry, long bflsed
onone of Nebraska’s top attractions.

‘It's not hard to understand why

people there were di.smayed when
Central’s board of directors voted
12-3 in September to halve 2005 wa-
ter deliveries — but not suspend
them — to the district’s 1,5_00 irriga-
tion accounts, all but a few in the Tri-
County area {Gosper, Pl_lel_ps and
Kearney Counties) for which McCo-
naughy was gleveloped.

of the region.

Already, McConaughy has been
replaced by the North Platte River,
itself a trickle; about as far east as
Lake View and Lemoyne. Residents
of Lemoyne can look south and see
the foundations that once anchored
their town before the lake flooded it
anddrove it ontothe Sand Hills.

These milestoneslie ahead:

M A drop to elevation 3,170 feet —
27 feet below the Sept. 14 low —like-
1y would leave too little water to run
Central’s Kingsley HydroPlant.

B McConaughy would be effec-
tively dry at 3,130 feet, the bottom of

Kingsley’s “morning glory” outlet, -

which releases water downstream.
The only water left would be near
the dam’s midpoint, in a slightly low-
er region that covers about 250
acres — smaller than Glenn Cun-
ningham Lake in Omaha. :

M Long before then, Big Mac’s .
prized fish population would have

perished. Nebraska Game and
Parks Commission officials at the

. lake can’t say when, but they say

they have seen signs of stressin fish.
Central’s directors, in voting to
deliver up to 6.7 inches of water next
summer, decided they lacked firm
legal ground in terms of water
rights to simply turn the faucet off.
(However, should McConaughy
get more water than expected next
spring, Central won't sendthatextra
water to irrigators nexf summer,
spokesman Tim Anderson said.)

The tourism hit will be shared by
towns near several smaller lakes in
McConaughy’s system, ail the way
toJJohnson Lake near Lexington.

None can lure anglers, boaters,
campers, sunbathers and beach
homes like Big Mac. But this past
summer’s 600,000-seme visitations
were down by one-fourth from 2002,
said Mitch' Gerstenkorn, the lake's
Game and Parks superintendent.

Central’s vote was a reminder of
an indisputabie fact that University
of Nebraska-Lincoln water-law spe-
cialist J. David Aiken reiterates on
the More Commentary page.

No matter the economic impor-
tance of recreation, McConaughy
was created 70 years ago to grow
crops in three central Nebraska
counties. Recreation has no legal
right to the water. (And it’s unlikely
that recreation interests could af-
ford the multimillion-dollar price
tag Aiken estimates to lease water
+’§:§ iw?%ﬁ%%‘ : e
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and keep it in the
lake.)

Even so, it’s not as
simple .as blaming
Central or its irriga-
tors. One also must
consider four other

- groups that claim por-

tions of the water.

B First call on Big Mac histori-
cally has belonged not to Central but
to the Nebraska Public Power Dis-
trict, which gets the first 125,000
acre-feet each year.

About 700 central Nebraska irri-
gators benefit from NPPD's share
after it has been used (along with di-
verted South Platte River water) to
cool the Gerald Gentleman. coal
plants near Sutherland.

NPPD officials say Gerald Gen-
tleman could not operate at full
power without the cooling water.
Those plants generate half of all
power provided by NPPD, which in
turn supplies much of Nebraska.
NPPD has drilled backup wells near
the plants, but they can’t entirely re-
place Big Mac water. '

M Next comes the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, which gained the
right to release water from a McCo-
naughy “environmental account” in
1998 under a three-state agreement
that helped secure Kingsiey’s reli-
censing. The accord aims to help

- stressed central Platte wildlife.

The agency has held onto its share
(currently less than NPPD's) since
2002, largely because little water
was reaching wildlife due to the
drought but alse in part to minimize
the recreational impact on Keith
County, says environmental ac-
count manager Sharon Whitmore.

But if conditions are scientifically
right, Whitmore says, Fish and
Wildlife must release water next
spring to scour overgrowth from
the Platte’s river bed. It would be up
to her superiors torule otherwise.

W Central, NPPD and Fish and
Wildlife must take a back seat to the
series of seven dams and lakes on
the North Platte from Seminoe Res-
ervoir near Rawlins, Wyo,, to Lake
Minatare east of- Scottsbluff.

The century-old North Platte Riv-
‘er Project returns water not used by
sugar beets, dry beans and such to

the river above McConaughy. Ditch

irrigators have gotten -only half
their usual supply for three years,
says John Lawson, project manager
forthe U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

S

Seminoe, Pathfinder and Glendo
Reservoirs, all in Wyoming, are at
one-fourth or less of capacity. They
must refill before Big Mac can.

B The newest players are Pan-
handle irrigators who drilled some
700 wells from 1995 until the North
Platte Natural Resources District
blocked new wells in 2002, Central
contends, asdo some of theseirriga-

.tors’ neighbors, that their wells are

slurping water that is linked to the
North Platte system. In turn, that af-
fects Big Macinflows. . ,

So thousands of people in Nebra-
ska's western half, plus NPPD rate-
payers across the state, depend on
the water that flows into Big Mac,
thentoits downstream users.

" But they cannot all take all the wa-
ter they're used to. That should be

clear. So does McConaughy just

drain until no one has any water?
Gov. Mike Johanns has said he

- would side with irrigators for the

sake of Nebraska's economy. That’s
alsohowthewater rights work.

However, Tri-County irrigators
are getting less Big Mac water from
Central next -year only because
there's less water to be had. If they
took all they could, and if NPPD,
Fish and Wildlife and those Panhan-
dle wells took all they could, would
anywater be left to take in 2006?

It would make more sense to con-
serve more of McConaughy's
shrinking pool, buy time for affect-
ed farmers to adjust their opera-
tions — and aid Keith County’s
recreation interests in the process.

Some of the other parties have
taken admirable conservation
steps. Let's build on that. Let’s bring
all the parties together, from south-
east Wyoming to central Nebraska,
to conserve the water and help
farmers cope with the financial pain
headed their way sconer or later. (A
state bid for federal aid for irriga-
tors who don'tirrigate could help.)

It could be left to the courts, but
we doubt there’s time. We're all
neighbors. Let’s figure something
out before Big Macisgone. -

ed 2



Big Mac water rights
leave recreation out

BY ]. DAVID AIKEN

11)50 /64

The writer, of Lincoln, is a waier-law specialist at the
University of Ne braska—Linco@n. This piece was first
publishedin the November edition of Nebraska Farmer

magazine.

Nebraska is in a drought of
historic proportions. Because
of this, water levels in Lake
McConaughy near Ogallala are
falling torecord lows.

This has [ed to an active de-
bate regarding how water in
McConaughy should be man-
aged and unfair criticism of
how thelake has been managed.

This column takes a quick
look at the water-rights dimen-
sion of McConaughy water lev-
els.

HWho owns Lake McCo-
naughy? Lake McConaughy is
owned and operated by the
Central Nebraska Public
Power and Irrigation District.
Lake McConaughy is not a nat-
ural lake and does not belong to
the State of Nebraska, as many
seem to think.

M Who owns the water in
Lake McConaughy? The State
of Nebraska has granted stor-
age appropriations to Central
and to the Nebraska Public
Power District (NPPD) to store
water in McConaughy.

Both Central and NPPD use
this stored water to supply
their irrigation customers,
Central and NPPD also gen-
erate hydroelectric power with
water from McConaughy. The
water stored in McConaughy
does not belong to the State of
Nebraska.

M For what water uses are
the McConaughy water rights
authorized? Irrigation and
power production. The McCo-
naughy water rights are not for
recreation, as many people
seem to think.

W Well, shouldn’t there al-
ways be plenty of water in Lake
McConaughy for recreation?
Up to this point, recreation has
been a “free rider.” In other
words, people have been able to
enjoy the water in the lake for
recreational purposes for free
when the water wasthere,

However, McConaughy is
not legally required to be man-
aged for recreational pur-
poses. In fact, managing McCo-
naughy for recreation instead
of for irrigation likely would vi-
olate the water supply con-
tracts that Central and NPPD
have with their irrigation cus-
tomers.

B What about endangered
species water? Central allo-
cates up to 50,000 acre-feet of
water each year for endan-
gered-species protection. The
water stored in this environ-
mental account is released at
the direction of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service. The an-
nual water deposits into the en-
vironmental account vary

based on how much water flows
into McConaughy each year.

M Well, can’t this environ-
mental-account water be used
for recreation? That depends
upon decisions made by Fish
and Wildlife. However, in dry
years, there is likely to be little
water available for endan-
gered species.

B Well, we need more water
inLake McConaughy for recre-
ation! Historically, there
usually has been plenty of wa-
ter in the lake for recreation.
But in dry years, that won’t be
the case. So if recreational in-
terests want a full or nearly full
lake in dry years, they are
going to have to buy the water
from Central and NPPD irriga-
tors.

M You mean someone would
have to pay irrigators not to ir-
rigate in order to leave more
water in the lake? That is cor-
rect.

M Is that legal? It has always
been legal to buy and sell
stored water, and irrigators
commonly sell water to each
other within irrigation dis-
tricts. However, 2004 legisla-
tion makes it legal to lease “di-
rect-flow” irrigation water
rights for other uses. This may
lead to a more active wa-
ter-rights marketin Nebraska.

W Well, if we have to buy the
water from irrigators to keep
the lake fuller; how much
might that cost? Hard to say.
For leasing water rights, one
place to start would be to com-
pare the difference between
cash rental rates for irrigated
and dryland farms.

Based on 2003 cash rental
rates in central Nebraska re-
ported to UNL, the difference
between irrigated land and
dryland was about $70 per acre.
If we can assume that would
lease about 1.5 acre-feet of wa-
ter, the cost of water per
acre-foot would be about $47.

. Lake McConaughy is de-
signed to hold a maximum of
about 1.95 million acre-feet. Sa,
for example; if you wanted to
keep 500,000 acre-feet (about
25 percent) of additional water
in Lake McConaughy, that
could cost about $23.5 million
for one year.

W Wow! That is really expen-
sive! Yes, it is. Now, we don't
know precisely what irrigators
would be willing to lease their
water for. But this gives us at
least a rough estimate of what
it might cost to keep more wa-
ter in McConaughy.

M Isn’t there a cheaper way
te do this? Pray for rain and fots
of it.



" Nature teaches lessons

ommon wisdom
clong has said
that the amount

of water in the Platte
River and Missouri
River systems depends
directly on the amount
of snow that falls in the Rocky
Mountains each winter.

Little snowpack? Low flow and po-
tential water shortages down-
stream. Heavy snowpack? More
water and possible abundance.

New research has arisen to cast
doubt on the directness of that rela-
tionship and to emphasize once
again the complex interconnections
of the groundwater and surface-wa-
ter systems.

The theory suggested that snow-
melt each spring was the source of
80 percent of Colorado’s surface wa-
ter. But studies by Mark Williams of
the University of Colorado have in-
dicated that isnot the case.

Rather, much of the snowmelt
seeps into aquifers hidden in subter-
ranean mountain catchments, he
said, where it can be held for years
or decades.

At some point, he said, the under-
ground water is squeezed out and
does indeed flow into the river sys-
tems as surface water.

Less than half of the annual snow-
melt in one region of the high moun-

Intricate
relationship of
surface water,

groundwater
is even kKnottier.

tains near Boulder
reaches a water-
shed treatment facili-
ty within a year, he re-
ported.

The implications of
the findings may
change the way Nebraska irriga-
tors, water experts and regulators
look at the integration of surface wa-
ter and groundwater. This is partic-
ularly significant because of water
shortages in parts of western Ne-
braska.

Some observers had expressed
the hope that a few years of heavy
snow in the mountains would go far
toward alleviating the drought and
would help raise the level of the
Platte and Lake McConaughy. If
Williams is correct, the snowmelt
will replenish underground moun-
tain reservoirs first.

The best water users can hope for
from the cycle he has outlinedis that
a big snowmelt would pushmore wa-
ter out of the underground aquifer
and intothe surface streams.

Whatever the outcome, though,
nature seems to have given Nebra-
gkans another lesson in the intrica-
cies of the relationship between sur-
face water and groundwater — and
the folly of assuming there’s nothing
newiolearn.



