Agenda Item: 11,

MEMORANDUM

TO THE BOARD:

SUBJECT:  General Manager Report

DATE: November 3, 2005

FROM: Steve Oltmans, General Manager

A

B.

C.

INFORMATION/EDUCATION REPORT: A copy of the I&E Report detailing Information
and Education activities for the month of October, 2005, is attached for your review.

MISCELLANEOUS/PERSONNEL ITEMS: None

REPORT ON_PURCHASES - CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES, PERSONAL PROPERTY: Pursuant to Board direction, attached is a report
indicating construction services, professional services and personal property purchases for the
month of October, 2005. Please review this report and contact me if you have any questions.

CURRENT AND ON-GOING PROJECTS - P-MRNRD LEGAL COUNSEL: Attached
is a copy of the current and on-going projects for District Legal Counsel, Paul Peters, as of
October 28, 2005. 1 would ask each Director to review this listing. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me.

P-MRNRD 2005 UNITED WAY CAMPAIGN: A total of $5,141.62 was raised by District
employees in the P-MRNRD 2005 United Way of the Midlands Campaign. I have attached a
memo from Marty Nissen, P-MRNRD United Way Campaign Coordinator, thanking them
for their continued support of the United Way. I would also like to thank Marty for his
efforts.

NEWS CLIPS:

= Wall Street Journal Article — Cycling — Building a Better Bid Path. A transport-bill windfall
is fueling a debate,
= September 29, 2005, Dakota County Star Article — Mayor sees ‘pulling together’” important
factor in Dakota City’s growth and future
= September 29, 2005, Dakota County Star Picture — Key to the City
=>» September 30, 2005, Omaha World Herald Midlands Voices — Producers have right to
groundwater use
=» Omaha World Herald Public Pulse Letters:
o Trails enhance civic life — 10/2/05
o Treat everyone equally — 10/3/05
o Find a different way — 10/6/05
= October 3, 2005, Omaha World Herald Midlands Voices — Land-purchase law must be kept
intact



> October 4, 2004, Douglas County Post Gazette Article — Bennington schools look ahead as
housing areas multiply

= October 5, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Water rules won’t kick in. A state official
says usage is not out of balance with supply in seven of the state’s 13 watersheds. Basins
not overappropriated, official says.

= October 9, 2005, Omaha World Herald Editorial — Enough for now. Natural resources
agency rules water supply in part of state is adequate.

=» October 11, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Exploring our inner Omaha. A Gallup
project asks residents of 22 cities what makes up a city’s soul.

=» October 12, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Valley sewer line is just weeks away from
debut.

= October 13, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article - Judge overturns piping plover habitat
designation

= October 15, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Tire burnings meet air standards. A
cement company in Louisville would use scrap tires for 20 percent of its fuel if a permit is
issued.

= October 18, 2005, Douglas County Post Gazette Article — Bennington marks trail
completion

=>» October 20, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Bike club says comnmuter routes needed

=» October 22, 2005, Omaha World Herald Editorial — The rabbits rise up. ‘Peanuts’ rerun
helps sketch tale of government, the bird police, river users and piping plovers.

= October 23, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Natural resources director honored

=> October 24, 2005, Omaha World Herald Editorial — Fruits of ambition. Communications
planning is paying off for Nebraska community.

> October 25, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Farmers oppose plan for river. Hearings
are set on a proposal to raise Missouri River water levels in the spring to aid spawning of
pallid sturgeon.

=>» October 26, 2005, Lincoln Journal Star Article — City, NRD proactive in addressing
Lincoln’s flood risks, water quality

=» October 27, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Conservation group wants to preserve
flow of the Niobrara

= October 28, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Commission to help create Omaha lake

=» October 28, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Grant will let group map out bicyclists’
commuting secrets

=» October 29, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Law doesn’t cap concerns of groundwater
advocate

= October 31, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article - $250,000 sunk into flood study of Saddle
Creek. Street fountains are no tourist attraction.

=> November 1, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Study: Irrigation pumps billions in cash
into state

/pt/SO/GM Reports/2005/November



October 2005

Information & Education Report

Information
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Updated Walnut Creek Lake brochure

Gave Speakers Bureau presentation to Loveland Golden K Kiwanis
Began work on Fall 2005 SPECTRUM.

Continued design of NRC exhibit.

Began planning for SWCS video.

Distributed Annual Report copy to weekly newspapers

Education
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Managed 65 volunteer hours

Continued to plan fall field trips and NRD programming

Continued working with Nebraska Pheasants Forever on Leopold Education Project
workshops for 2006

Continued promotion of NRD outdoor classroom grants

Arranged catering and presented at Summit Lake Field Day

Continued working on the NRD Display in the Visitor’s Center

Met with LPS NRD and NRCS staff concerning programming for 2006

Attended P-MR NRD all employee’s meeting

Presented 4 day geocaching programs to all 8" graders at King Science and
Technology Magnet Center

Presented Geocaching program to Marrs Magnet Center 7" Graders

Arranged for Omaha Raptor Team presentation and presented Nature Hike program
to all Kindergarteners at Rockwell Elementary

Attended Nebraska Association of Teachers of Science Conference

Designed signage for NRC flight cages (signage was installed on 10/1 8/05)

Met with Millard South High School about Qutdoor Classroom Grants

Coordinated with field offices the promotion of Outdoor Classroom Grants
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PAPIO-MISSOURI RIVER
NATURAL
RESOURCES
DISTRICT

8901 S. 154th Street
Omaha, NE 68138-3621
402-434-6222

www papionrd.org

Updated: October 28, 2005

Current and On-Going Projects
P-MRNRD Legal Counsel

© = Top Priority

F = Future Work — No Assignment
N =New Assignment

O = Others Handling

W =Work in Progress

P = PFP’s Portion Completed

e Little Papio: (Cleveland)
¢ BigPapio : (Cleveland)
¢  West Branch (Cleveland):

O Land Exchange with Sarpy Co. (96" St.) (P)
O Purchase Agreements, deeds (90" to Giles) (Tr. 19 deed, Tr. 23 casement) (W)

O Interlocal Agreement with Sarpy County and Bellino (P)
& Trib Crossing Contract with EGA (W)

¢  Western Sarpy Dike (Cleveland):
o Closing with Bundy’s (potentially modify ROW/offer) (F)

o Amended drainage ditch easements on Hickey (First National Property) (P)
o Hansen ROW Condemnation (W)

¢ Floodway Purchase Program (Woodward):
o Floodway Property Purchase Agreements as needed (F)
e Trail Projects (Bowen):
& Western Douglas County Trail — Ehrhart Griffin professional services contract (W)

» Missouri River Corridor Project (Becic):

o California Bend — Appeal District Court ruling on Wright’s tenant (Arp) (W)
@ Lower Decatur Bend — Purchase Agreements for Tobin, Williams & Olson (W)



e USDA P.L. 566 Projects, Silver Creek and Pigeon/Jones Watershed (Puls/Cleveland):

o Pigeon/Jones Creek Site Easements — as needed (F)
o Silver Creek Site Easements— as needed (F)
o Release of Site S-7 Easement (W)

* Papio Watershed Dam Sites (Woodward/Petermann):

Dam Site 19 agreement (F)

DS 13 Closing with Lyman-Richey Corp (P)

DS 13 Agreement with Elkhorn and Omaha (W)

DS 13 Easement with Metro Community College (P)

DS 13 Lyman Richey PA Addendum and Closing (W)
Shadow Lakes Agreement with SIDs (W)

Shadow Lakes Oversight/Review Agreement with HDR (P)

COQOO00O0

» Papio Creek Watershed Partnership (Stormwater) (Woodward):

* Rural Water Projects: (Sklenar)

e Elkhorn River Public Access Sites (Sklenar):

+ Other:

© Elkhorn River — Graham Easement (W)

/peters/project lists/2005 - October



Memorandum

To: PAPIO-MR NRD Staff

From: Marty Nissen — NRD/ United Way Campaign Manager
Date: October 24th, 2005

Re: United Way of the Midlands Campaign for NRD

The 2005 United Way Campaign for the NRD was once again successful. Our donations go
directly to the United Way of the Midlands and its 55 health and human services agencies.

Many thanks go to the generous contributions from the NRD staff . This year a total of
$5,141.62 was raised. This is a 4.5 % Decrease from last year's campaign. | attached a
chart reflecting the history of NRD contributions to this memo. This year's winner for the free
day of annual leave is Gerry Bowen.

Thanks again for your continued support and to all who participated in this years campaign!

Sincerely,
Marty Nissen
Campaign Manager

mnissen@papionrd.org

http://www.uwmidlands.org
nttp://www.papionrd.org

United Way
of the Midlands
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lulldmg a Better Bike Path

A transport-bill windfall is fueling a debate, Reed Albergotti reports

HOUSANDS OF. DENVER cychisis
-use the city’s” 85 miles ‘of bike

. ... paths—s0" ‘many,  in :fact, that
] _me mg ‘has led to'serioaus collisions and,
-in the fall 6f 2003, to the-death of a bicy-
clist in Littletot, Golo., 4 suburb. Now the
Pepartment of Parks.and Recreation is
proposing a cyclist speed limit—and turn-
ing to new bike-path designs. .One ap-
proach: dedicated pedestrian trails to get
joggeérs out of the way of bikers.
Citles across America such asPortland,
Ore., Dallas and.Clearwater, Fla., are grap-

to tap abig new source-of money. to build
bike paths, thanks to unusually generous

in August. But some iransportation: engi:
neers and city planners argue that it's:time.

tion to road congestion and hlgher gas
prices, and are eager to exparnid these net-
works. But.the current debate-shows that
cities’ suceess in' getting more-bikers off
the road and onto cycling paths has cre-

13-mile streteh of the Silver Comet‘Trail in

Marietta, Ga.,

“have called the parks department {0 res.
‘port: COHlSlOnS and argurnents on the path,
Whilé many cily officials support frore

the best:, -approach to building the

‘| some cas®s, designers say the ideal would: -
| ':be to ereaterseparate jogging traflg.and -
"'| keep the. bike. paths only for cyclists—but
:.|*a. hitch is that usually only shared-use.

'| “paths-qualify for those federal funds. An-

other-approach is to widen the bike paths,
That can provide ample room for both bik-
ers and Joggers —but in some cases, in-
_creasmg the size by 2 feet, or 20%, could
dolible'the cost of the path. Still otherstalk
about “traffic calming”—basically, nar-
rowing paths or adding curves in critical
spots to force everyone to slow down,
Planners in Elizabeth, N.J., might put

| Bieycle speed humps on a new trail, ac-

cording to Jonathan Phillips, executive
director of Groundwork Elizabeth, a non-
profit environmental group that lobbied
for the path. In downtown Clearwater,
Fla., city officials hope to reduce crowd-
ing by doubling the width of part of the
Pinéllas Trail to 20 feet; they propose to
turn one 1ane of street traffic into a two-
way bike and skate path.

And in Oakland, Calif., signs on a
new extension of the San Francisco Bay
Trail will direct faster cyclists into an
adjacent. bike lane on the street. “I've
been saying all along that these paths

were-going o get congested,” sgys Kath-

ated 4 whole-new set of chajlenges, One-

is so crowded that people

bike:paths, there is a lack of consensus on::;

pling with a dilemmia. They'll s00n be ablé =

provisions. for. cyclists in the $286.5 billion
transportatlon bill that Congress Aapproved. -

to put the breaks on. They cite: new re-- .
search showinig that widely used trail de-
signs don’t do enough t0 protect bikers—
and the joggers, in-line skaters and parents
with strollers that typically share the paths,

Many cities see hike paths asone sohy-

Eric Hanon

ryn Hughes a blcycle ‘planner for Oak-
land's Public Works Agency. “You've got
to get [the faster-riders] on the street.”
Some of these plans are not popular
with the neighbors. Homeowners in Min-
neapolis, for example, say that widening
a tratl would saddle their neighborhood
with' teo hig an expanse of asphalt.’
Thousands of miles of bike paths-have
heen built to provide cyelists with sanctuar-

ies from automobite and truck traffic: Tens

of..millions "of people use 13,000 miiles of
bike -trails just on old railroad rights of
way alone, according to Rails.to Trails Con-
servancy. But especially in cities, tany of
these trails have become congested.

A handful of new studies docuniept this

congestion. One small Connecticut survey

conducted in the fall of 2002 and the -sum-
mer of 2003 reported 51 collisions: or falls.
North Carolina State researchers found cy-
clists unhappy-ahout-sharing space with
joggers, baby carriages and kids peddling
their first two-wheelers. “You've gt & mix
of elementary students and meatheads "
says Theo Petritsch -of Sprinkle. Consut-
ing, who has researched bike-path:ise.

One problem is:dated guidelings for
bike-path designers. To address that, the
American ‘Association of State Highway
and Transpoctation Dfficials is in the pro-
cess of revising its guidelines, .vhich
haven't been updated since 1999; .

The currént’ standards for biké paths
are based on the space needs of cyclists,
which Mr. Petritsch says is the wrong cal-
culation to use in most cases. That is be-
cause various other groups, with different
needs, are increasingly using the paths,
too. Bikes pulling a kid in a trailer, for
example, have a much wider, turning ra-

dius, while skaters often take up a full half
of many standard trails. (People who de-
sign highways don’t design them for a stan-
dard sedan, they design them for 18-wheel-
ers, which demand the most space.} One
complicating facior is that while some bike
paths have been around for several de-
cades, data on usage is still scarce.

With the prospect of so much federal
money for bike paths—and the reality of
so-much congestion—cities from Minne-
apolis to Dallas are taking action.

In Dallas, the Friends of the Katy
Trail responded to crowding on a shared-
use path by building a second, separaté
jogging trail with a rubber running sur-
face. But it had to be funded privately.

Another key issue in the bike-path de-
bate is whether wider is better. Increas- -
ing a lane can disproportionately add to
the construction cost because of the extra
excavation or engineering involved.
Some engineers say that wide, straight
paths simply encourage bicyclists to go
faster, increasing the odds of dangerous
cotlisions; these experts argue instead
for what they call “traffic calming” —nar-
rowing paths and incorporating bends
and shorter lines of sight that may make
cyclists slow down.

Exactly which bike paths will share in
the windfall from the new transportation
bill will be up to the states. One excep-
tion: 538 million is earmarked for bike
paths in Louisville, Ky., a project men-
tioned in the bill. Bikes Belong, a lobby-
ing group funded by the bicycle industry,
estimates that about $1 billion from the
transportation bill will go toward trails.

—Candace Jackson
Zontributed to thigzgrticle.
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‘Mayor sees nullmg tngetner important
factorin Ilalmta cltv S growtn and Iuture_

By Jolene Stevens

Star News Reporter
" Ermail: features@dakotacountystar.com

To Charmaine Cantrell the term “the first”

isn’t something entirély new. She was the
first woman on the Dakota City Volunteer
Fire Department. Today, she is Dakota City’s
first woman mayor. She is also Justifiably
proud of her community and what it has to
offer.

Cantrell was quick to point out that
Dakota City has grown some 12.6 percent
the past year. She felt there is good reason
for the growth. “We've attempted, despite
our growth, to keep the small town atmos-
phere,” she said. “A lot of people like this
type of atmosphere. You can walk down the
street, and you knoew your neighbors. You
know, too, thal your children can go to visit
their friends, and you feel safe.”

One can perhaps assume there are addi-
mmal reasons for Dakota Ciy's neyy Jﬂ@fg‘g
Cantrell pointed to City Admlmstrator
Robert Peters and his staff, the city council
and the town's residents themselves as hav-
ing fales in the steps forward, She pointed to
such things as the lowering of taxes, T1af

drainage probiems, the new city hall com-
pleted last year and increased use of
Cottonwood Cove Park by campers duc to
improvements there,

“We also have a new boardwalk along
Broadway," Cantrell said. “This beautifica-
tion effort and an attempt to return to

nature was made possible through a grant

;‘AKOTA CITY MAYOR

aAdministrator
PNcebraska Statewide Arhoretum Enrichment
RProgram. Additional funding came from the

Peters  received  from

Papio-Missouri River Nleb”

Charmame Cantreil mayor of Dakota City,
first"™ {Pholo byTYene Stevens) -

“We're doing a bike and walk path between
Dakota City and South Sioux thanks to dona-
tions from Tyson and Papio-Missouri NRD."
Cantrell added. “There’s a grant pending to
.storm sewer district to help alleviate ' ~-restore the old depot, and we're proud of

that, and another grant in place to help

restore the old landfill south of town.”

Residents are hopeful, she said, that this site

can become a walk park with memorial

benches and trees possibly donated by resi-
ents.

The local volunteer fire department is yet
another source of pride within the commu-
nily, Cantrell pointed out adding she herself
is proud to serve with the volunteer group.
She said residents have been equally recep-
tive to what she terms “a very good working
readiiasing” for community law enforce-

is & woman wha is comfortabfe with being “the

e L PR E
e e S

ment provided through a contract with the
Dakota County Sheriff's Office.

A 27-year veteran of the nursing staff at
Mercy Medical Center, Sioux City, and for the
past five years, a member of Mercy's Air Care .
unit, Cantrell described her first term as
mayor as “a great learning experience” made
“much easier,” she explained, by the help of :
the city's “experienced and talented” staff,

The decision o run for mayor, Cantrell 3
said, came after having served four years on -
the Dakota City Council and in the wake of
former Mayor Chuck Carson’s decision to,
step down from his position. -

Cantrell admitted the most chalienging P
aspect of the mayor's job has heen one of |

See DAKQTA CITY MAYCR :
- page A2\i
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' gl Rich Jansen (right), Chairperson for the
‘Papio-Missouri River Natutal Resources
District (NRD) Board of Directors, and,
Steve Oltmans, General Manager for the
Papio-Missouri River NRD accept a “Key
to the City of Dakota City" from
Charmaine Cantrell, Mayor of Dakota
City, at the recent dedication ceremony
for the new Service Center. The new one-
stop multi-agency service center is home
to the Papio-Missouri River Natural
Resources District (NRD), the Dakota
County Rural Water Project Office, and *
the USDA Natural - Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) and Farm
Service Agency (FSA) offices; it is located
next to City Hall at the corner of
Broadway and Nerth 15th Street.
Housing the agencies under one roof
offers efficient and convenient service to
clients as weil as offering a large meeting
room that can be reserved and rented to
groups or organizations. For more infor-
mation about reserving the meeting
room, contact Randy Hummel at {402)
987-3402.
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Producers have right
to groundwater use

BY KEITH OLSEN

The writer, of Grant, Neb., is president of the Nebraska

Farm Bureau.

A Sept. 25 editorial, “Water

rules vital,” was right to raise
concerns about the number of
wells being drilled in the Loup
and Elkhorn river basins. But it
wrongly implied that the own-
ers of those wells are selfish
water-grabbers and bad stew-
ards of our water resources.

1 understand the concern
with the “flurry of well-drill-
ing” that has occurred and what
it might mean for the future of
our water resources. But it
must be remembered that pro-
ducers have a legal right to the
beneficial use of groundwater.

Thus, it is perfectly legal for
producers to drill wells if a
drilling moratorium is not in ef-
fect. During water shortages,
state water law attempts to
strike & balance between pro-
tecting the natural resource
while not unduly infringing on
landowners’ rights to use it
This delicate balance alsois ad-
dressed in Legislative Bill 962,
which was passed two ‘years
ago. ‘

Mother Nature’s whims, pat-
ticularly rainfall, are uncon-
trollable. But the reality is that
producers must deal with them.
Irrigation. is a risk-manage-
ment tool producers can use to
minimize this risk. Reducing
risk improves producers’ reve-
nue stability and profitability
and can have atremendous ben-
efit for theeconomy.

Like most people, producers
want to reduce risk. They gen-
erally have in their long-term
business plans a goal to develop
any dryland crop ground they
may own for irrigation when
that development is practical.
The fact that some areas might
be declared fully appropriated
has forced producers in those
areas to decide whether to
make the necessary invest-

ments now or risk not having ir-
rigation as a risk-management
alternative in the future.

Producers do not invest up to
$90,000 to drill a well and erect
a center-pivot system without
careful thought. Bankers or
other creditors require them to
consider the costs of capital fi-
nancing and anticipated re-
turns on investments before
making any decision about irri-
gation development.

Itis not a “gimme mine” deci-
sion, as the editorial stated.
Rather, it is a rational, Jegal re-
sponse on the part of producers
to protect the profitability of
their operations and their farmni-
lies’ long-term investments in
the operation and to allow for
future growth.

Producers do care about the
long-term protection of the
state’s water resources. They
have made great strides over
the years in using this resource
wisely. Producers are changing
their irrigation management
practices, using more efficient
equipment and altering crop-
ping patterns, all in an effort to
save water.

In fact, we may find that con-
servation practices adopted by
producers can' offset the in-
creased use of water on irri-
gated ground that was devel-
oped this year. Producers can
be counted on to be good stew-
ards of our water resources.

1 agree with the editorial that
there be no stumbles in the im-
plementation of LB 962, The
natural resources districts and
the Nebraska Department of
Natural Resources must coop-
eraté to manage and protect
this precious resource. What is
needed by all of us are words
that encourage cooperation
rather than cast disparage-
ment.



Wy Q- 6-0F
Find a different way

I'm frustrated by The World-Her-
ald's view on groundwater issues in
thisstate.

A Sept. 25 editorial, “Water rules
vital,” suggested that some irrigators
have no concern for the water re-
sources of our state. Tt was irritating
to read comments such as “feeding
frenzy” and “Gimme mine” in regard
to the drilling of new irrigation wells
in northeast and central Nebraska be-
cause irrigators feared a well-drilling

. moratorium.
Those of us involved in irrigated
agriculture are serious about the re-
_sponsible use of groundwater and
surface water in this state and con-
tinue to take steps to become more ef-
ficient. After all, it affects our bottom
line, -
1 believe that the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Natural Resources isusing an
inaccurate method to calculate

whether river basins are fully or

overappropriated. This method can
overestimate stream depletion
through groundwater pumping by as
much as 60percent.

The citizens and the economy of
this state deserve better methods to
determine water policy and regula-
tion than those that are plus-or-minus
60 percent.

Tom Downey, Lexington, Neb.

Weh -7 -5
Treat eve{'yoné equally

This is in response to the Sept. 25
editorial, “Waterrules vital.”

I have a problem with blaming the
farmers and landowners in any river
basin for drilling wells before a possi-
ble moratorium on new wells is-in
place. :

My question is: Who caused the -

problem? Certainly not the farmers.

All landowners want to protect and
improve their investment. Sc¢ why
shouldn’t they be given the same op-
portunity to drill a well as their neigh-
bors have had? )

Historically in Nebraska, we have
considered the water beneath one's
land &s his. Even though this situation
has changed because of shortages
and new laws, I still feel landowners
should be treated equally.

The water supply should be shared
by all. And when regulations are
needed, they should apply toall.

Doyle Lavene, Bertrand, Neb.

Trails enhance civic life

I have not seen more ambient, plea-
surable and safe places for morning °
walks thanin Omaha.

I am alluding to the recreational
trails that abound in the metro area. -
They are neat, clean and well-main- °
tained.

I was frequenting the Big Papio *
trail. After I moved from that neigh-
borhood, I came across the Westin
Hills trail, whichis equally good, neat
and picturesque,” v

I am a visitor from India and have *
been heresince June. B

Besides walking to Keep fit; it is an-
unequivocal pleasure to breathe ®

‘fresh aii*and enjoy an uninterrupted

walk. :
I wish to-express my appreciation -
to all agenoies that have provided the-
citizens of Omahaa place torelaxand+

enjoylife. -
.. LakshminarasimhaRaoKanive |
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Land-purchase law
must be kept intact

BY MICK JENSEN

The writer, of Blair, Neb., is the volunteer chairmah of
the Board of Trustees for the Nature Conservancy

inNebraska.

One useful feature of the Ne-
braska Environmental Trust
Fund s its ability to help orga-
nizations like the Nature Con-
servancy, the Audubon Society
and Ducks Unlimited acquire
land as a component of conser-
vation strategies.

Some folks in Nebraska are
concerned and are calling for a
change in state law. These
changes would limit use of
grants for land acquisition to
government entities only,

Changing this law would
have a significant negative im-
pact cn efforts to protect Ne-
braska's rich natural re-
SOurces.

Since its inception in 1992,
the Environmental Trust, using
lottery proceeds, has awarded
some $15.5 million — less than
25 percent of its grant awards
— for land acquisition and ease-
ments, Using Environmental
Trust funds, about 45,000 acres
have been acquired by various
state and private organizations
for the benefit of native species
and natural communities and
for use by future generations of
Nehraskans.

Just as a carpenter carries a
toelbox to a building site, so too
does the Nature Conservancy
bring our toolbox when work-
ing with landowners who have
an interest in conservation.
Land acquisition is one of a
handful of tools in our toolbox.
It is an important tool, but not
always the tool of choice. Dil-
ferent jobs require different
tools — in conservation and in
ranching.

Preventing conservation
groups from buying lend, by re-
stricting their funding sources,
is like telling a farmer or ranch-
er that he has to dig fence holes
with a hammer. Everybody
needs theright setof tools,

The Nature Contservancy has
& long history of ‘working with
partners, landowners and state
and federal agencies on & Wide
variety of conservation strate-
gies. Sometimes that means
land acquisition. But more of-
ten than not, it means some-
thing else. Here are & few ex-
amples. o

In the central Platte Valley,
the cdnservancy has estab-
lished a partnership with, the
Nebraska Came and Parks
Comunission to enhance wild-
life habitat on private lands.
The initiative, called the Platte
Habitat Partnership, is de-
sigrned to balance economic op-
portunities with protection of
naturel resources and ensure
sound, sustainable grassland
management on private lands.

Along the banks of the Mis-
souri River, in a partnership
with the Papio-Missouri River
Natural Resources District, the
conservancy is supporting the

Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service in the Wetland Re-
serve Enhancement Program,
which helps landowners re-
store and protect wetlands on
privatelands.

In rural communities, neigh-
bors still count on neighbors.
Beginning ranchers typically
have a successful relative who
helpsthem get started, ’

To that end, the conservancy
is working with the Sand Hills
Task Force, which includes the
Nebraska Cattlemen, on a be-
ginning rancher program fo-
cused on giving a young family
an opportunity to purchase its
own land. This hetps to build the
ranching community and helps .
keeprural communities strong. '

Under this program, the con-
servancy is leasing its 3,270-
acre Horse Creek Fen to a
young ranching family. The
agreement carries an option to
purchase the property from the
conservancy at the end of the
tive-year lease.

The conservancy will retain
4 conservation easement on the
property, preventing future de-
velopment and guaranteeing
grazing opportunities, The
8and Hills Task Force will pro-
vide support with a business
plan and mentoring. This proj-
ect could not have been accom-
plished without the conservan-
cy'sability tobuy land. )

In a recent action on the
Platte River, where some
500,000 sandhill cranes stop
each year to rest and refuel on '
the journey north, the Nature
Conservancy acquired 150
acres of land near Shoemaker
Island in Hall County. The con-
servancy intends to place acon-
servation easement on the
property and then sefl ittoapri-
vate landowner to ensure that it
still weuld be managed for agri-
cultural purposes and that
property taxes would bepaid. ;

You can see that land acquisis?
tien is not the only method we
use to conserve land, nor is it al-
ways the best method. Butitisa’
critical conservation toof that
often works best for the seller,
the conservation group and the '
land.

Trying to prevent organiza-
tions like the conservancy from
buying land would restrict a
landowner’s options and would.
inhibit & landowner’s ability ta:
sell to at least one segment of
thebuying public. |

Restricting sources of mon-
ey available to us would ham-
perour ability tebe an effective .
partner. The conservancy and
its resources should be a tool
that farmers and ranchers em-
brace to improve theif opersa-:
tions and condition of the land,

Let's work together and keep
all the taols in the conservation .
toolbox;



Benmngton schools look ahead as housmg areas multiply

by Mary Lou Rodgers = . -

The Bennington schoo! district
npened a secord schood this vear, but
that is just the first respanse (0 &n
explosivn of growth on the horizon.

With more 1han 30 residential
developments in the building or
planning stages with the 43.5-
square-mile district, the 718-student
districl is expecled to double in size
by 2008 That is one of the
projections that DLR Group experls.
Dale Nielsen and Ken West,
presented 1o the Bowrd of Education
and Superintendent Dr Terry Haack
at a special meeting, last Monday
ntght

The schaol district hired DLR to
@0 u comprehensive siudy of (he area
and projeet how much growih cap
be expected, where @t s likely 1o
ocear, how many more sclools will
be needed and where they shoutd be
located.

Armed with these facts, the
Board can then figure out what steps
need to be taken in terms of buying
future school sites, planming for bond
issues and deciding what direction
the district will ke in how those
schools are struetured.

This year, Bennington opened a
secondary schowl for prades 7-12 and
turned the former K- 12 buiiding into
an elementary school. DLR, in
projecting growth through 2010 and
at full build-out. foresees the need
for 11 elementary schools, 1wo
middie scheots and two  high
schools, [f the district stays with the
K -6 amd 7-12 concept, however, that
would change the ways (he schools
are set up.

Wesl said that DLR has heiped
several other school disrricis like
Elkhom, Blair, Gretnn and Waverly,
look at the prawth in their districts
and plan ahead. Doing a study. such
as the one presented ar the September
26 meeling, i a communication tool
lo prepare the community to deal
with the growih in a positive way,
West added.

The process takes half a dozen
steps, Nielsen explained. First. DLR
developed an updated existing land
use plan, using the school district
boundaries and numercus other
sources, such as City of Omuha
planning maps. Douglax County

! cnglgfeermg plat map': county

assessor's nerial photos, and direct
information from developers. They
noted where the commercial and
industrial development is located, as
well as parks, lakes and damshes.
Nielsen satd they alse drove every
mile of the district to verify lhe
resulrs.

With mat information, DLR then
created an existing and future
residential development map (hat
inciudes suggested areas for fature
school sites. The map denotes
eslimated population in each quarter
mile of the district ard projects the
number of future home sites through
2010 and s build-out, though no one
can be certain when build-out will
ouUcur.

The nexi step was to divide the
district inlo zomes, using natural
geographical boundaries and major
roads, such as Highway 36 and 1536th
Street, as dividing lines. They came
up with seven zones: northwesl,
northeast, west acreages, west
central, east central, east and south.
By totaling up the number of homes
in each area and projected for the
future, Niclsen said they created a
chart. The chart shows 1,244
occupied homes in the district in
2004, with thal number jumping to
1,551 next year and to 3,996 hy
2,015, At build-out, that humber
could be 14.509 homes.

Next, they calculated how many
studerits the additional homes might
produce and what percentage of
those students are likely i anend
Bennington schools, and listed those
year by year.

Finally. DLR. experts projected
how many students will be in each
of the seven zones over the next
several years. Using an average of
A%H] studenis pet elemeritary schoal,
550 for middle schoots and 1,000 for
high schools, they came up with the
total of 5 schools at build-out, Then
they looked ar possible sites within
those zones.

West noted that the current
eiementary schoal at 156th and
Benningion Road would be an ideal
place fer a middle schaol in the
future, since it already has a track and
other tacilities needed by a middle
schoob. At that time, the new 7-12

schoo? could

hecome a high /,

school, Theit
plan calls fora [~ "
second middle
schoel and a
second high
schoal in the
cast zone.
West also
pointed out the
plan is a
“1iving
decument.”
Fust Jast week,
Dir. Haack
leamned of two
new Graves'
developments
being planned
for 168th and
Military and

NN

156th and
State.  They
were able to
plug  those
numbers inte
the chart and
adjust the
totals.

Benpingten |
school district
currently nas
one elemen-
tary school site
in the Pine
Creek  sub-
division in the

f

south zone, but
Board member
Bill Pulte ques-

tioned whether [ Eaat
that is where the T conctem. Pon P
district needs to T et v i htima

buiid first. West
said that one
mile east and
west of 136th

| o]
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W |
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Existing & Future Residental Developrnent Map

This map shows ptanned and existing sub-
divisions in the Benningion School District. It
was created by DLR Group as part of the
Bannington Schoet Site Selection Study. DLR
has alse created a scheol site selection map,
based on 7 geographical zones in the dis-
tricd, &nhdl an exisfing land use map.
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Street, up to the

hughway, is the

strip that will have the majority of
students. .

School patron Tom Rivera asked
if Bennington was a school district
that could easily be taken over by
Omaha.

Dr. Haack said thal in the Omaha
Public Schools' one city, one school
district plan, as the City of Omaha
annexes land in a differsnt school
district, the Omaha schook district
could follow suit, He added that
Bennington could be affected, but is
not more vulnerable than other
districts. The law that OPS is leaning

on to implement ong ¢ity, ene school
district will be dealt with in the next
legislative session, which begins in
January 2006.

Dr. Haack pointed cut te the
Board members that the fiest step in
planning for the fumre growth of
Bennington schools is to talk about
the configuration of scheals,
policies, and patterns of personnel
and curricubum growth.

Yet the Board can't just look at
growth, he noted.

“We have to continually keep the
facilities we have up to par,” he said.

Haack suggested that the Board
discuss these issues at the November
workshop. If the district will have
middle schools someday, lor
instance, that needs to be discussed
long before any bend issues are
auempted. Board member Heather
Geetz added that the district will
need to hold & cemmunity forum to
kesp the public informed.

The Board agreed to set up a
workshop date at their next regular
meeting at 7 p.m. Monday, October
3, which will be held in the high
school media center.



Water rules won't kick in

# A state official
says usage is not out
of balance with
supply in seven of
the state’s 13
watersheds.

PrARR
By DAviD HENDEE
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

A big chunk of Nebraska will
avoid striet water regulation
next year, after all.

The region covers much of
central and eastern Nebraska —
including the Elkhorn and Loup
River hasins, where a frenzy of
irrigation-well drilling is under
way by farmers worried about
staying ahead of new state con-
trols.

Ann Bleed, acting director of
the Nebraska Department of
Natural Resources, told The
World-Herald on Tuesday that
the agency'’s initial evaluation
indicates that water usage is not
out of balance with the supply in
seven of the state's 13 river ba-
sins or other watersheds. The
decision affects land ranging
from the Sand Hills to the south-

® Scottsbluff 5

2 Niobrara 5 Loup Basin

3 North Platie 6 Central Platte {3

\alentine

1% Republican
8 Missour tribs. 11 Big Blue

10 Lower Platte ‘13 Nemaha

SQURCE:
Nebraska
Department
of Natural
Resuurces

12 Lite Blue

2fFf the hook

These basins, sub-basins or stretches of rivers won't be designated as fully
appropriated Jan. 1 by the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources:

M Loup River Basin {No. 5 onmap
above)

#l Elkhorn River Basin (No. 9 on map)
B Platte River and its tributaries
below its confluence with the Loup
River (portion of No. 10}

M Niobrara River Basin below the
area already determined to be fully
appropriated in the Upper
Niobrara-White Natural Resources

THE WORLD-HERALLD

District {portion of No. 2)

#l Nemaha River Basin (No. 1.3)

M All remaining tributaries to the
Missouri River {No. 8) ;
8l Those portions of the Little Blue
ard Big Blue River Basins where
groundwater is not hydrologically
connected to the Platte River {portior
of Ne, 11) :

|

eastern tip of the state, includ-
ing the Omaha and Lincoln met-
ropelitan arcas.

As a result, the areas that had
been under study by the depart-
ment won't be determined this

year to be fully appropriated, a
designation that would have
launched a series of controls in-
tended to balance supply and de-
mand.

See Water: Page2

Water: Basins not overappropriated, official says

Continued from Page 1

“Next year, some or all (of
these basins or watersheds)
could be fully appropriated, but
it won't be this year,” Bleed said
from Bridgeport between meet-
ings with naturai resources dis-
tricts in western Nebrasgka.

Bleed's early announcement
of the department’s findings
takes the state off a collision
course with Nebraska’s 23 natu-
ral resources districts. The dis-
tricts recently agreed to oppose
new rules that the department
plans to use to determine
whether a basin is fully appropri-

ated. District officials talked of
suing the state,

The State Attorney General’s
Office brokered talks last week
in Kearney between the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and
the districts. Bleed said she
hoped the eariy decision helps
both sides in the dispute focus on
resolving their differences.

De cutive direc-

tor of the Nebraska Association
of  Resources Districts. —saig

‘Bleed’s_decision will give the

state &

to update computer models and
other information in the watgr-

sheds under study. The data will .

Ehow the extent of the connecti
‘YeTween underground water and

“waler in 3

andrivers,
andnvers,

Acting under a new state water
law, the Department of Natural
Resources last year designated
allor portions of eight districts in
central and western Nebraska as
fuliy appropriated. Areas of the
Plaite River system in that re-
gion were later designated as
overappropriated, meaning that
demand exceeds supply.

The department is required by
law to review each of the state's

13 major river basins each year
to determine whether any are
fully appropriated. That reportis
still scheduled to be released by
Jan. 1, but the watersheds named
Tuesday are no longer potential
targets.

Edson said he hasn't seen the
department’s new maps, but it
appears that at least a pieceof the
Tri-Basin Natural Resources
District in south-central Ne-
braska and a stretch of the Platte
River in the Upper Big Blue dis-
trict mav be on track to be desig-
nated as fully appropriated later
this vear.
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Enough for now

uch of the Natural whether basins in
MNebraska resources eastern Nebraska
Department would be declared

of Naturai Resources’
current round of work
on river basins is com-
plete, and the news is
good. The recent whirl
of well-drilling in the Loup and Elk-
horn river basins, launched by irri-
gators’ fears that limits would be
imposed, turned out to be unneces-
sary.

Ann Bleed, acting director of the
agency, said that water in seven riv-
er basins in the east and north-cen-
tral areas of the state is not fully or
overappropriated. That means the
water-management regulations that
waould have kicked in — forbidding,
amnong other things, new well con-
struction —are not necessary.

That nearlv completes the depart-
ment's work on river basins for this
vear. Moratoriums on the driiling of
new irrigation wells, set by local nat-
ural resources districts, are already
in place across much of the southern
and western parts of Nebraska,
meaning no studies were needed
there.

Bleed said there are only two
small areas of uncertainty, where fi-
nal hydrology studies aren’t com-
plete and no decision has been made.
These are the upper part of the Big
and Little Blue river hasins and a
portion of the area east of 11.5. High-
way 183 that is near but not hydrolo-
sically connecred to the Republican
River.

Bleed ana her department de-
sarve credin for quick work on this
contentious  issue. Doubts apout

agency rules

water supply
in part of state

is adequate.

fully or overappropri-
ated had motivated
quite a few irrigators
to action. But the ac-
tion — drilling new ir-
rigation wells — could have
contributed, and in the future still
may contribute, to an overappropri-
ation. ‘

Only recently has Nebraska law
recognized the interrelarionship be-
tween groundwater and surface wa-
ter. Surface-water users are
granted rights to water in the creeks
and rivers based on seniority; in the
absence of water-management
rules, groundwater users can pump
freely and without restriction. That
can lead to neighbor-vs.-neighbor
arguments that wind up in court.

The uncertainty has been re-
solved for this year. But it will rise
again late next year because the re-
sources department is required to
make vearly rulings on fully or over-
appropriated basins.

Careful study of the natural re-
sources districts’ monitoring wells
should provide indications that a
river basin is approaching its limits.
So, in theory, the districts could an-
ticipate trouble and take action to
forestall a water-management cri-
sisatyear’send.

{rrigators, municipalities and oth-
ar water users across much of east-
arn Mebraska can relax; their water
supply s adequate for another yvear.
Used iudiciously, with an eve to-
ward zood stewardship, perhaps it
will remain so.
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M A Gallup project
asks residents of 22
cities what makes up

a city’s soul.
ty Jo-N-06%

By Jaxe THOMPSON
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

WASHINGTON — What most
defines acity’s soul?

How good it looks and the di-
versity of people wholive there.

That’s what the Gallup Orga-
nization recently found when it
asked several thousand people in
22 cities around the country, in-
cluding Omaha, for an unusual
new project—a*“Soul of the City”
survey.

By those measures, Omaha
Mayor Mike Fahey said Monday,
Omaha is doing great on the first
and working hard on the second.

He’s been pleased to read re-

cent out-of-town newspaper sto-
ries that have highlighted
Omaha's riverfront and down-
town transformation, particu-
larly from his hometown of Kan-
sas City. That didn’t happen 10
yearsago.

“Now they write with envy,”
Fahey said witha smile,

He's also trying to make sure
Omaha represents and embraces
all peopie, regardless of race,
ethnicity, age, economic stand-
ing and sexual orientation.

“I do believe if you have a
well-rounded community, you're
going to be more successful,” he
said.

The mayor was a panelist at a
Monday forum that Gallup spon-

sored in Washington tounveilthe

first findings of its city survey.

The survey found that the top
twao Tactors giving a city soul are

1ts _attractiveness, which in-

cludes whether | »
tory and invests in clean air and x

Water, and its diversity.
See Inward: Page 2

Inward: Fahey eager to learn Omaha’s soul index

Continued from Page 1

Of course, people also care
about jobs, schools and crime.
But when asked what made them
happiest, “agsthetics and diver-
gity dominate,” said Richard
FI57ids, author of an influential
book, “the Rise of the Creative
Class.”

After conducting in-depth in-
terviews with 3,000 people, Gal-
lup is planning to release by
vear’s end a “soul index” on those
and other factors for the 22 par-
ticipating cities with hopes that
the information will help guide

timere, Denver, Salt Lake City
and Akron, Ohio.

The information could be a
gold mine because people feel
closer and more passionate about
the ¢ity in which they live than
the country they are in, said Jim
Clifton, Gallup’s chief executive
officer.

Fahey didn't learn Omaha’s
soul index, but he said he is eager
tohear the results.

He joined mayors of Balti-
more, Denver and Brussels, Bel-
gium, in talking about how their
cities worked to overcome local

X With a $2 billion investment in
riverfront development on the
I the Missouri FOver.

burden is that the 800,000 resi-
dents living in the larger metro-
politan area make up nearly hatf
of the state’s 1.7 million resi-
dents. “As Omaha goes, so goes
the state of Nebraska,” he said.

Tanks of_{he Missourl o1
Omaha i&wgi?gra,ﬂm
matic makeover in the last five
vears 1 i

"“The gateway to the city is now
enticing with the Gallup Univer-
sity campus, ConAgra’s head-
quarters, Union Pacific Railroad

redevelopment downtown, Fa-
hey said.

“Ome of the best things youcan
see about a city is to have those
cranes stick up,” Fahey said of
the towering comnstruction ma-
chines. “I love those new birds,
the crane birds. When you see
that, you kmow progress is being
made.”

He credited Omaha’s growth
3 between the
city’s Targe panies, universi-
ties, the Chamber of Commerce,
city officials and its residents.

“I'm really into these ground-

ROV R | T TSR o 1]
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Valley sewer line is just weeks away from debut

By CHars OLsonN
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Barring any tricks, Valley will
be ready to open the valve by
Halloween on a sewage pipeline
te Fremont that will treat its resi-

dents to a savings of $6 million.

overthe next40years.

City Engineer Jim Olmsted
told the Valley City Council on
Tuesday night that the final in-

stallation and testing- on the -

10Y2-mile underground pipe are
reaching completion.
“Workers were doing the final

borings under the highway as I
was coming to the meeting to-
night,” Olmsted said. “All of the
pipes should be installed by the
end of the week.”

The pipeline will allow Valley
toretire its 27-year-old wastewa-
ter ireatment plant about seven
years after it should have been
replaced.

Under an agreement made
with Fremont in 2004, Valley
built three pumping stations.and
the underground pipeline to Fre-
mont at a cost of $5.2 million —
some $4 million less than the cost

of building a new treatment
plant.

v . .
tional 32 millji e next 40

ears by pavin;

its sewage, rather than operating
itsownplant, .
emont, which spent $21 mil- ~
lion a few years ago improving
its sewage treatment plant, will
use the revenue from Valley to
recover some of its expenses,
Valley will pay the same waste-
water treatment fees charged to
Fremontresidents.
alley’s 1nitial costs for the

pipeline and pumping stations
will be paid from bonds or a re-

Toan_program .

ages such coogperation between
ciies,

Vatley will repay the loan costs
for the pipeline and pumping sta-
tions with sewer bills that will
more than double next month.

The $12-a-month flat rate that...

Valley residents now pay for
sewer service will jump to a base
rate of $25a month. The new rate:
will cover 2,000 gallons of waste-

ough

water, but residents will be
charged an additional $3.81 for
each 1,000 gallons after that.

The fee will be $50 a month for

institutional users and $100 for

- heavy industrial and commercial
USErs. :

The council agreed Tuesday,
*mm.mra to prepare an agreement sg
fhat residents of t
.ger Woods.development can con;
finue to recej
rom Valley under the new ar-
rangement with Fremont.

—
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Judge overturns piping plover habitat designation

LINCOLN (AP) The U.S. Fish and wildlife Service wrongly declared several Nebraska river basins as "critical habitat” for an
endangered bird, a federal judge ruled Thursday.

The ruling by U.S. District Judge Lyle Strom was a victory for a coalition of natural resource districts, farm interests and others
who filed suit over the critical habitat designation in 2003.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service designated hundreds of miles in the Platte, Loup, Niobrara and Missouri river basins and
along other rivers in the northern Great Plains, as critical habitat for the piping plover.

Such a designation can affect the use of land near and water in the river.
Strom said the Fish and Wildlife Service did not prove that the designation was valid along the Nebraska rivers.

"One survey noted plover nesting in only five out of ten years with no nesting on natural habitat since 1998 along the entire
148-mile stretch of the central Platte River," Strom said. "The lack of plover occupation on the central Platte is further
evidenced by the fact that no plover chicks were fledged in the entire decade of the 1890s on this stretch of the river.”

Strom vacated the designation in Nebraska and ordered the Fish and Wildlife Service to revisit the issue.

The ruling does not affect such designations along rivers in Minnesota, Montana, North Dakota and South Dakota.
The piping plover is listed as a threatened species under the Endangered Species Act.

Martha Tacha of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Grand Island said she had not seen the ruling and declined to
immediately comment.

Lawyers for the coalition did not immediately return a call seeking comment.

Members of the coalition inciude 23 natural resource, irrigation and power districts, the cities of Lexington and Grand Island,
the Nebraska Farm Bureau Federation and Nebraska Cattlemen.

©2005 Omaha World-Herald, All rights reserved.
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Tire burnin

jo-)5-o%
~ By Nancy GAARDER
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

Ash Grove Cement Co. could
begin burning tires for fuel by
late next year, now that tests
show the plant would continue to
meet state and federal air pollu-
tion limits.

The Nebraska Department of
Environmental Quality said Fri-
day that results from trial burns
showed significant decreases in
some pollutants and insignificant
increasesin others.

DEQ spokesman Brian McMa-

nus said the department could
not comment on whether it ulti-
mately will grant Ash Grove a
permit to burn tires at its Louis-
ville, Neb., facility.

Barring the unexpected, how-
ever, the state appears to have no
legal reason for denying Ash
Grove a permit, State law and the

A cement company in Louisville would use
scrap tires for 20 percent of its fuel if a
permit is issued.

federal Environmental Protec-
tion Agency allow burning of
tires as fuel.

The state’s permit review pro-
cess and the subsequent physical
changes that Ash Grove would
need to make should take about
nine months to a year to com-
plete.

Company spokesman Lance
Latham said Ash Grove is “very
pleased” by the testresults.

The company would be able to
replace about 20 percent of the
coalituses—and pays for— with
scrap tires it would be paid to
take.

Some neighbors of the plant
and at least one environmental
group, the Sierra Club, voiced

concernabout the tire plan.

Geral Vinduska, who lives
about six miles from the piant,
said test results were done under
ideal conditions and don’t reflect
daily realities, Ash Grove, he
said, has had too many problems
with emissions for him to feel
comfortable about burning tires.

The tires would be burned in a
kiln at a temperature of 2,000 de-
grees, so passers-by wouldn't see
the thick, black smoke associated
with outdoor tire fires.

The tests indicated a 50 per-
cent decrease in nitrogen oxides
and about a 33 percent decrease
in sulfur oxides from burning
coal alone. The former cause res-
piratory problems and the latter

gs meet air standards

contribute toacid rain.

The plant also releases small
amounts of dioxin, polychlori-
nated biphenyl, hexavalent chro-
mium and lead. The test results
indicated negligible increases in
these materials.

Ash Grove anticipates burning
about 1 millien tires a year. La-
tham said most would come from
Nebraska, which generates
about 1.6 million scrap tires an-
nually.

The tests were conducted by
Air Source Technologies and
vetted by Schreiber, Yoniey &
Associates, two companies hired
by Ash Grove,

This would be the second time
that a Nebraska industrial fa-
cility has burned tires for fuel.
Nebraska Public Power District
burned tires at its Hallam, Neb.,
power plant inthe mid-1990s.



Bennington marks §
trail completion -

by Mary Lou Rodgers

As Bennington Elementary
School dedicated its remedeled
building on October 9, a separate
ceremony outside marked the offi-
cial opening of the Bennington trail
connecting the elementary school to
the new secondary school along
Bennington Road.

The mile-long concrete trail on
the north side of Bennington Road
runs from five to 10 feet wide, pro-
viding safe travel for walking or bik-
ing, and connects to the trail at 168"
Street that winds around the lake.
The project was a joint effort of the
City-of Bennington, the Bennington
Scheol District and the Papio-Mis-
souri River Natural Resources Dis-
trict.

“The NRD is very pleased to be
able to contribute one third of the
funds,” NRD Director Rich Tesar
said. “Tt is a wonderful trail. It will
be used heavily by the entire com-
munity,” .

Benningten School Superinten-
dent Dr. Terry Haack said the trail
is a good example of how munici-
palities, organizations and public

Pos

yo

entities can get together to do some-
thing for the community.

“A lot of people worked very hard

to secure the grants,” Dr. Haack

said. “We couldn’t have done it
without that.”

A state highway transportation
grant paid 80 percent of the cost of
the trail, with the three entities split-
ting the remaining 20 percent. The
trail, beginning at 156% Street, con-
tinuing to 168", going around the
lakes, and back to 156% Street, is
about five and a half miles long,

Mayor Skip Wolff commended
JEO engineers, City Clerk Mindi
Laaker, former mayor Dave Clark,
the school administration and the
NRD for their input on the trail
project. He noted that benches and
lights will still be added to the trail,
and the Bennington Jaycees are

working with school staff members,-

Gary Sather and Ryan Rischling, on
landscaping plans for the trail that
could be done as a student project.

Mayor Wolff said that one of the
goals of Bennington is to have all
new developers tie into the trail sys-
tem to provide a safe route to school.

River NRD, Bennington city and school representatives cut the ribbon on October
9, signifying the official opening of the milelong trail that connected the elementary school to
the new secondary school along Bennington Road. The project was a joint effort of the three
entities. Participating are: (front row, I¥) 2* grader C.J. Segebart, Superintendent Dr. Terry
Haack, Mayor Skip Wolff, NRD Director Rich Tesar, City Council member Terry Loptin, and 1*
grader Kaylyn Segebart, In back are Bennington City Council members Wayne Andersen and
Lisa Bliss, : .
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Bike club s

-2 -0
By MicuARL O’Connon
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

Making Omaha safer for bicy-
clists — including those who
want to bike to work — was
among the goals of a workshop
aimed at making the Omaha
metro area a better place for cy-
cling. )

Organizers intend to develop a
plan for creating commuter hike
routes and bring together a coali-
tion to help work out f unding and
other details.

Steve Schnitker, president of
the Omaha Pedalers Bicycle
Club, said the city has good rec-
reational trails but peeds safe
and efficient commutsr routes.

A fatal semitrailer-bicycle ac-
cident that occurred in Sarpy
County on Tuesday was raised
during Wednesday’s workshop.

Robert “Mike” LeDent, 60,
died Tuesday after the bicycle he
was riding to work was struck by
a semitrailer truck near 36th
Streetand Cornhusker Road,

Bike fatalities have

eralfigures s iCy-
clists nationally are killed every
year in collisions wit i
recto 1

icyclistsin Washington. D.C_

Clarke helped lead the work-

natlonallg during the last 30
ars, but an&ers remain. Fed-

shop. He said one way to make
streets safer for bicyelists is to
increase their numbers.

As the number of bicyclists in-
creases, he said, drivers become
more used to sharing the streets
with them.

Last year, the Omaha Pedalers
Bicycle Club asked the nationa]
group to designate Omahaa bicy-
cle-friendly community, Al-
though the city won praise for its
bike trails, Omaha didn’t mea-
sure up when it came to encour-
aging people to pedal to work and
thus didn’t earn the designation,

Forty-nine cities — none in Ne-
braska or Iowa — boast the
league’s bicycle-friendly desig-

OMAEA WORLD-HERALD

ays commuter routes needed

nation, which stays in effect for _
twovears. -

The League of American Bicy-.
clists says Omaha’s bike com-.
muter rate is below the nationaly’
average, which is about 0.4 per-
cent, according to journey-to-
work data from the U.S. Census
Bureau. Award-winning biking:
cities suchas Portland, Ore.,tend,
to have rates of 2 percent or"
more, theleaguesays.

The workshop, which was held"
at the National Park Service re-.

gional headquarters in Omaha,

drew bicyelists and representa-
tives from local and area city.’
governments. Activate Omaha
helped organizéThce " ;
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The rabbits rise up

t so happens that a
Iseries of “Pea-
nuts” comie strips

‘Paangts’ rernn
helps sketdh tale

you aré a federal agen-
cy, have involvement
with the feds or do

now rerunning nation- of government, something that hurts
ally (including in The ~ the bird polioe,  thebirds.

World-Herald) could river users and That covers almost
be aparable for thele-  pinng plovers.  everyone, the hebitat

gal struggle over
whether piping plovers would be
betterof fif humans weren't around.

In the 1969 strips, Frieda (best
known for her “naturally curly
hair") demands that Snoopy chase a
rabbit. Snoopy, who prefers playing
with rabbits, makes a hall-hearted
effort, Frieda screams: “You let him
get away on purposel I'm going to
report you tothe Head Beaple!”

And she does, frightening Snoopy.
{"Once you gel reported to the Head
Beagle, you've had it!”) When Char-
lie Brown confronts Frieda, she
crasses her arms and sniffs; “It was
his own fault! He never wanted to go
rabbit chasing with me|"

That sets the stage to consider a
recent federal court victory by the
Nebraska Habitat Conservation Co-
alition, made up of government
agencles, public utilities and agri-
culturaland recreational interests.

U.S. Senior Judge Lyle Strom of
Omaha reversed the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service's 2002 designation
of 560 miles of Nebraska rivers —
including the entire Flatie River
east of Lexington — as “critical hab-
itat” for piping plovers.

Think of Fish and Wildlife as
Snoaopy and the coalition as the rab-
bits. Playing Frieda: three environ-
mental groups, led by the Defenders
of Wildlife, which euarlier sued be-
cause Fish and Wildlife had not des-
ignated critical habitat, as the En-
dangered Species Act required,
soon after listing the plaver as a
threatened speciesin 1985,

It didn't, the agenicy said, because
critical habitat —land that a species
most needs to survive — was not
“determinable.” Plovers prefer
bare patches of sand, preferably riv-
er sandbars, in which to nest. Many
are overgrown because irrigation
and other hutnan water use lowers
the river too much to scour them.
But sandbars and plovers' nests
aren‘'tinthe same placeseach year.

Even so, a Washington, D.C., judge
ruled for the bird police. So Fish and
Wildlife, as part of a four-state des-
ignation, set aside everything from
bank to bank on most of the Platte,
the lower Loup and Niobrara Rivers
andthe unchannelized Missouri Riv-
eronNebtaska’s northeast barder,

The members of the habitat coali-
tion were alarmed. Visions arose of
irrigation projects, power genera-
tion; farm operations, off-road vehi-
cleuse, ete., drowning in red tape.

Relax, Fish and Wildlife said. We
also said that roads, bridges, dams
and such already between the river-
banks aren’t critical habitat. We just
don’t have the time, staff or budget
to list them all. Besides, you already
face red tape because the birds are
listed, This deesn't affect you unless

. coalition countered —
and so 1t sued, The Endangered Spe-
cies Act, the coalition arpued, sets
aside critical habitat only where
plovers actually are. Fish and Wild-
life, the coalition sajd, wants it
where the agericy wishes they were.

Then Defenders of Wildlife and
its allies joined the suit. Plovers
wouldn't have critical habitat, they
cried, without the activists’ “hard-
fought administrative and legal ad-
vocacy.” They feared “the current
hostility from (the Department of
the) Interior and FWS toward criti-
cal habitat designations in general
... and the executive branch’s fre-
quent failure” to defend them.

Translation: We still don't trust
Snoopy to chase the rabbits.

This time, however, the rabbits
won a round. The Endangered Spe-
cies Act, wrote Judge Strom; Umits
critical habitat to “specific areas
within the geographical area occu-
pied by the species ... essential to
the conservation of the species.”

Fish and Wildlife, Strom wrote,
admitted that it included “seme
areas Hot essential to conservation
of the piping plover” (emphasis in
original) and failed to exclude areas
where plovers rarely built nests.

The record shows, Strom wrote,
that plover nests were found in only
haif the years since 1996 along 148
miles of the central Platte — and not
at all on “natural habitat.” (Plovers
were more plentify] in sandy areas
modified or fenced off by various
river users, often to appease the
feds, to help the species survive.}
And not one plover chick was
fledged there during the 1990s.

Fish and Wildlife was rebuked
twice before by other courts for try-
ing its broad-brush approach else-
where, Strom added. “Excuses”
such as shortages of time, budget
and staff “do not absolve (the agen-
cy) from its responsibility to appro-
priately designate (critical habitat)
in accordance with the applicable
statutes and regulations.”

So Fish and Wildlife has to start
over in Nebraska. It faces a difficult
task. The plovers aren’t likely to lay
eggs where their bodyguards ot the
agency say they should,

And it appears that neither the
bird police nor the river users trust
Figh and Wildlife —even though the
agehey has shown sensitivity to the
latter in forgoing its right in the
plovers' name to release water from
drought-stricken Lake McConau-
ghy, in part to keep the lake level

- higher for recreation.

That stance reflects a practical
approach upheld by the law and
Judge Strom’s ruling; Help endan-
gered species where they Hve now.
The world they once knew is gone.




N
Natural resources
director honored

0«13~ &

Roger Patterson, director of
the Nebraska Department of
Natural Resources from 1999
until retiring in August, is the
recipient of the Groundwater
Foundation’s Maurice Kremer
Groundwater Achievement
Award:

The.award will be presented
Nov. 4 at the Lied Conference
Center in Nebraska City during
the foundation’s’ fall confer-
ence. ' S

The award recognizes Ne-
braskans whohave made a sub-
stantive contribution to the
conservation and protection of
Nebraska’s groundwater.

Don Kraus, general manager
-of Central Nebraska Public
Power and Irrigation District,
said Patterson has had more in-
fluence on the management of
ground and surface water in
Nebraska than any other indi-

vidualin the past five years.

Patterson was a leader of the
State Water Policy Task Force
that developed-a new law to in-
tegrate groundwater and sur-
face water management.

Susan Seacrest, president of

the Toundati id Patterson
reco%nlzed that a unified Sys-
tem that protects surface was
ter, groundwater and urban 1.
T SRR 5 Mot
uture.— David Hendee
—
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Communications

here is a com-
Tmunity in Ne- planning
braska where
the telecommunica- is paying oft
tions network is so ad- for Nebraska
vanced and accessible community.

that it's used in a re-
markable way at school track and
field events.

In that community, trying to com-
pile race data used to give the orga-
nizers headaches. Now, each runner
dons a vest that
isbar-coded. As
each competi-
tor crosses the
finish tine, a
sensor regis-
ters the infor-
mation, which
is tabulated in-
stantly. Once
] the fast runner
Nebraska crosses the fin-
Excellence ish line, the

race results
and standings — in all their detail —
canbe printed out immediately.

In that community, wireless
broadband Internet access is avail-
able citywide, thanks to a 14-mile
ring of fiber optics. Access to that
advanced telecommunications net-
work has enabled the Police Depart-
ment to boost its capabilities in
dramatic fashion. Every police car
has mobile broadband capability.

Freeze frames and real-time
images from surveillance cameras
around the community are all acces-
sible from the patrol-car laptops.
One suspect who denied his culpa-
bility in a graffiti incident admitted
his guilt after an officer whirled
around his patrol-car laptop and
showed the teen a surveillance-
camera image of himself, spray-
paint canin hand.

Police officers in the field can
search through statewide criminal-
justice information systems in Ne-
braska and lowa not just for text but
also for photographs. Officers can
do quick database checks on license
plates before approaching a stopped
vehicle. If a local child is missing,
they can e-mail each other photos of
the child even before the state is-
sues an Amber Alert.

The community making such ad-
vanced use of technology isn't
Omaha. It isn’t Lincoln. It is South
Sioux City, a northeast Nebraska
community that may well qualify
for the title of Nebraska's best-
wired community.,

How that modest-sized communi-
ty, long known primarily as a meat-
packing town prone to flooding,
came to create a top-flight telecom-
murtications network and a diversi-
fied economic base is a prime ex-
ample of Nebraska can-do spirit.

A prime example, that is, of Ne-
braskaexcellence.

A series of World-Herald editori-
als will focus this week on that
theme. Omaha and Lincoln have
their share of impressive civic suc-
cess stories, but no two communities
have a monopoly on civie vision and
energy in the Cornhusker State.
This series will share stories of civic
success, large and small, from else-
where in the state, highlighting how
five medium-sized communities are
demonstrating forward thinking
?lfong various dimensions of civie
ife.

South Sioux City — located in the
far northeast corner of the state,
Just across the Missouri River from
its Jarger neighbor, Sioux City, lowa
— stands out for its vision in the tele-
com arena. The City Council cham-
bers alone are a high-tech wonder,
complete witha Iarge, Internet-con-

nected “smart board”
presentation screen,
desktop computers for
each council member
and hookups for a full
range of video and
audioinputs.

The extensive telecom infrastruc-
ture has enabled a South Sioux City
¢conomic development organiza-
tion to build a tech-oriented specula-
tive building that has filled up, with
additional development in the
works. The fiber-optic network was
built in cooperation with the publi¢
schools, and every school now has
wireless Internet access. An acade-
nmy has been created to tutor young
people in the world of high-tech.

These achievements, which in-
volved complex situations and care-
ful consideration of budgeting,
occurred because leaders in the
South Sioux City area— elected offi-
cials as well as government staff —
developed a vision and pursued it
with ambition and imagination.

Those values are of universal im-
portarnce to any Nebraska communi-
ty seeking to raise itself to a higher
level.

That ambition and imagination
was demonstrated by an idea that
Lance Martin, communications di-
rector for the city, had when South
Sioux City officials needed to digun-
der the Missouri River to fix a leak-
ing sewer line. Martin’s idea: While
the excavation equipment was down
there, why not also put in a fiber-op-
tic line? That way, the city could
strengthen the city's telecom link
with Sioux City, which has a major
telecom connections hub in the re-
gion.

‘The idea proved a terrific one.
Now South Sioux City has two fi-
ber-optic lines under the river.

Not surprisingly, the Scuth Sioux
City story wins praise from observ-
ers of Nebraska econormic strategy,
Richard Baier, head of the Nebraska
Department of Economic Develop-
ment, stresses the community’s
long-range vision: “They have a
clear focus and & determination for
growing theit community long-
term. Some in Nebraska see eco-
nomic development as a sprint. Suc-
cessful communities like South
Sioux City understand that to grow
your community, it really is a mara-
thon, and you have to commit long-
term.”

U.5. Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, whose

1st District includes northeast Ne-
braska, says he has been struck by
how officials and government staff
are mindful of taking a regional ap-
proach. “They look very much to
partnering within their region and
to partnering with other govern-
ments,” he says.
. Elsewhere innortheast Nebraska,
the community of Wayne has city-
wide wireless access. And N orfolk,a
major regional hub, has every type
of high-speed Internet. Such infra-
structure provides that part of Ne-
braska with obvious potential not
just for economic growth but also
for initiatives involving higher edu-
cation, One example of the latterisa
proposed joint campus in South
Sioux City planned by Northeast
Community College and Wayne
State College.

As the South Sioux City example
shows, leadership and vision have
tremendous potential to lift up a
community, Great things can come
within reach when a community
shows ambition and holds itseif to a
high standard of excellence.

Tomorrow: Leadership pays off in
Peru, Neb.
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The operator of the Missouri
River's dams has proposed re-
leasing two pulses of high water
downriver next spring to aid the
recovery of an ancient, endan-
gered fish.

Federal wildlife officials for
years have told the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers that such a
“spring rise” — intended to
mimic the river’s natural flow
before it was dammed for navi-
gation and flood contrel — is
critical to survival of the endan-
gered pallid sturgeon. Next
year's rise would be the first
time that the corps hasagreed to
suchreleases.

Environmental groups ap-
plauded the plan, calling it a
measured and well-reasoned ef-
fort to meet the corps’ obliga-
tions under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act. Scientists think spring
rises provide an important
spawning <ue that has bheen
missing since the river was
dammed,

“The pallid is close to the edge
here,” said Chad Smith of Lin-

Small fish, big controversy

Hearings are set on a proposal to raise
Missouri River water levels in the spring
to aild spawning of pallid sturgeon.

coln, the Missouri River coordi-
nator for the environmental
group American Rivers.

The releases are expected to
raise ire with farmers — includ-
ing hundreds in Iowa and Ne-
braska — who farm the river’s
fertile banks. They are con-
cerned that the releases could
exacerbate flooding that some-
times occurs after major rain-
storms.

The Coalition to Save the Mis-
souri River, a group of naviga-
tion and agricultural interests,
blasted the corps’ plan.

“Once the corps releases that
water, it can't stop it,” said
Randy Asbury, director of the
group. If it rains, he said, “farm-
ersarehosed.”

Nebraska Attorney General
Jon Bruning praised the corps’
pian for striking a balance be-
tween environmental and busi-
ness interests. The plan is simi-
lar to one proposed by the state
in 2003, when it was trving to

broker a compromise on the con-
tentious water issue,

“Weare pleased that the corps
is going to implement the
changes that we proposed in
2003,” Bruning said.

The spring rise proposal is far
different from what environ-
mentalists first pushed for
nearty a decade ago. Some pro-
posals called for raising the
river for nearly four weeks each
May.

Nebraska's proposal called
for two shorter rises, each just
daysinduration, in March andin
May. Nebraska water officials
said tworises would comecloser
te what naturally occurred on
the river, cne after snow melted
on the Plains and the other after
mountain snowmelt.

The corps said next spring’s
March and May rises would be
delayed for a year if there were
insufficient water stored behind

‘Gavins Point Dam and in other

upriver reservoirs.

THE ASSOCIATED PR 5
Helping the endangered pallid sturgeon is the goal of an Army Corps of Engineers plan for spring rises in Missouri River levels.

ppose plan for river

The dam releases would raise
the level of the river about 2.5
feet. That's far below what it
would take to flood communities
along the river, but it could be
enough to put water on some
low-lying farm fields, .

Corps officials said that by re-
ducing the duraticen of the rises
and taking other flood control
measures, flood risk to farmers
would be minimal, no more than
what most farmers face from
normalrains.

The corps will hold a series of
eight hearings on the proposed
operating plan for 2006, includ-
i wo in Nebraska on Nov. 14:
in O a at 1 p.m. at the corps’
divigion headquarters, 12565
West Center Road, and in Ne-
braska City at 7 p.m. at Steinhart
Lodge.

Smith, of American Rivers,
said the corps will need to
closely monitor the results of
the spring rises to see what im-
pact they have on the sturgeon.

Asbury said floodplain farm-
ers will turn out at the hearings
with a message summed ap by
stickers produced by his orga-
nization: “My Farm is NOT vour
laboratory.”




City, NRD proactive in addressing

Lincoln’s flood risks,

J0-24-0%

BY KARL FREDRICKSON
and GLENN JOHNSON

Recent hurricanes have provid-
ed dramatic examples of the suffer-
ing and damage created by flood-
waters,

As we count our blessings, two
questions surface: Could flooding
cause the same kind of loss here?
Could these disasters have been
prevented?

Because Lincoln was built in a
valley, our community has seen
significant flooding in the past. The
tnost recent was June 2003 from
Antelope Creek near 21st and N
streets.

The continuing flood threat was
the impetus for the Antelope Valley
Project. Ina 100-year storm, more
than 1,300 structizres and 600 acres
of land would be flooded up to six
feet deep and a haif-mile wide
alon, Antelo&e Creek, Damage
would be in the millions.

Significant flooding has hit
close to home this year. In May,
Grand Island received more than
nine inches of rain in about 12
hours. This is significantly larger
than a 100-year storm event, pre-
dicted tobe 5.5 inches in 12 hours,
As reported by the Journal Star,
damage from this flooding was es-
timated at $12 million to $15 tnil-
lion in Hall County.

This week, some Massachusetts
residents were evacuated amid
fears of a dam break. Southern Cal-
ifornia storms triggered mudslides
and closed roadways. Two days of
rain left Las Vegas with swamped
roadways and power outages. Ear-
lier this month, parts of northeast
Kansas saw up to a foot of rain and
flash flooding, while hundreds of
people were forced to evacuate and
several people died after heavy
rains caused flooding in New
Hampshire, Pennsylvania and New
Jersey. North Dakota and other
Midwestern states also saw flood-
ingin June.

While natural disasters can nev-
€ SIGIElY Drevented, people
De protected
0 arid waler-

shed SITENT,
Tn ﬂ'iie case of Hurricane Katri-

na, experts say the lack of levee
maintenance, the loss of delta wet-
lands and barrier islands along the

FREDRICKSON

coast and the channelization of the
river worsened the flooding.
0 tely, we are now takin

proactive s ?s 0 COMUMI-
il I and protect our water re-
rajoin
project of the city, the Lower Platte
South Natural Resources District
and the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, is just one example.

The city, the NRD and the
NRD's predecessor have parmered
to agdsesss i i
theég 960 is partnership
has made great strides in improv-

ing water quality, managi
stormwater a.ng reducing Hood
hazards, Together, the two agencies
take a comprehensive approach to
maintain the drainage system in
i'ggoln and its future growth areas:

W Watershed master plans are
being developed to accuzately
identufy flood hazards, outline cap-
ital projects and provide guidance
for susiainable future develop-

m
%ﬁ To protect developed areas,
€asements and land are purchased
to preserve key floodplain storage
areas along stream channels. These
areas convey and store flood water,
filter pollutants and protect the bi-
olggital health of the stream.

B The Lincoln-Lancaster Coun-

ty Comprehensive Plan includes a
strategy to designate and encour- _
t out-
side of the floodplain, The city re-
* cently adopted Hlood standards to
ensure that any future develop-

ment within the floodplain does
not adversely impact the flood haz-
ards for other properties.

WThe city and the NRD cooper-
ate on education programs, water

water quality

quality monitoring and enforce-
ment of adopted standards to pro-
tect water quality and prevent
flood hazards from increasing, This
includes a program to prevent ero-
sion from construction sites and
keep mud out of the city’s streets,

8 and lakes,

M The city and NRD work to-
gether to stabilize degrading
streams, which can send tons of
sediment downstream and threat-
en public and private infrastruc-
ture such as streets, bridges and

buildings,

,/fjlé'llood detention facilities and
other projects help to reduce flood
hazards to protect existing homes
and businesses.

Wetlands are being built to
slow down stormwater runoff and
filter pollutants such as oil, chemi-
cals and sediment that would oth-
erwise degrade our streams and

lakes.
,/% The city devotes significant
resources to improving the storm

in system in our existing neigh-
borhoods by replacin, failing sys-
tems and increasing the capacity of
Elder systems to minimize local

ogding,

The city manages 21 program
activities mandated by a stormwa-
ter permit from the state to meet
the requirements of the Clean Wa-
ter XCL.

@ The NRD maintains the levee
system along Salt Creek to help
protect the older areas of Lincoln,
The NRD is now building10 dams

- in the Stevens Creek watershed to

reduce flood damage to existing in-
fraspructure from frequent storms,
The city and NRD are updat-
g several floodplain maps to
more accurately reflect current
conditions.

While we can't eliminate the
floading threat, the city and NRD
work every day to reduce the risk,
inform the public and prepare fora
quick response to emergencies, By |

5

improve ouy quality of life, Wi e
support of the community; Lincoln
il be a safer and better place to

live, work and raise families.

Karl Fredrickson is director of the Lincaln
Puhlic Works and Utilities Department.
Glenn Jehnson is director of the Lower
Piatte South Natural Resource District,



Conservation group wants to preserve flow of the Niobrara

By NaNCY GAARDER
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER
f6- 27 -8
If people want to go boating on
the Niobrara River, one thing
they’ll need for sure is water.

For this and other reasons, a
Nebraska conservation group is
urging the National Park Serv-
ice to protect a certain amount
of water in the river, by secur-
ing what are known as in-stream

flow rights.

While the Nicbrara has more
“extra” water than other rivers
in the state, any talk of designat-
ing a certain amount for envi-
ronmental and recreational uses
issureto spark controversy.

The Nebraska Wildlife Feder-
ation on Wednesday called for
protecting in-stream flows as
the only way to protect the river
within the context of the state's

new waterlaw.

The federaticn issued a state-
ment generally supporting the
National Park Service's pro-
posed management plan for the
river but emphasizing that in-
stream flows are one of the most
importantissues ahead.

Nebraska law “basically says
you can dry up a river as long as
you're notinterfering with other
water rights,” said Duane Hov-

orka, executive director of the
Wildlife Federation.

For that reason, a legal claim
needs to be made, he said.

Ann Bleed, acting director of
the Nebraska Department of
Natural Resources, said the up-
per part of the river has been
designated as fully appropri-
ated. In the lower part, the river
has not yet reached that thresh-
old.
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Commission to help
create Omaha lake

An Omaha city lake to be con-
structed near 192nd Street and
West Dodge Road will be devel-
oped with the assistance of the
Nebraska Game and Parks Com-
mission.

Commissioners voted Thurs-
day to help plan and construct the
60-acre lake so fishing opportuni-
ties there will be enhanced.

“Most of our fishing waters are
where people aren’t,” said Don
Gabelhouse, chief of the commis-
sion's fisheries division. “When-
ever we get the opportunity to
improve fishing in urban areas,
wewanttotakeit.”

The portion of the project with
which the commission will be in-
volved will cost about $270,000 to
develop.. The commission will
pay $200,000, which will come
from federal funds. The City of
Omaha mustpay theremainder.

The project includes shoreline
stabilization, sculpturing the
lake bottom and the construction
of a boat ramp. It is expected to
be completed by next spring.



Grant will let group map out
bicyclists’ commuting secrets

By ANGIE BRUNKOW

WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER
-2 5085
Bicyclists who ride to work
may soon have a little extra help
in making the trip.

An Omaha group has been .

awarded a two-year, $53,000
grant to create a citywide bicycle
and pedestrian transportation
map and guide. As part of the

project, the group will identify

safe east-west bike and pedes-
trian routes.

“Onr trail systems all pretty
much follow the creek system,”
said Tammie Dodge, projecy
manager of Activate Omaha; the
group that got the grant. “That’s
the problem. We have great rec-
reational trail system in Omaha.
(But) we're finding people are
having a really hard time com-
muting by bicycle, even by foot.
There’re no safe routes that con-
nectthosetrails.” :

The project, which will be led
by Marty Shukert of RDG Plan-
ning and Design, will bring to-
gether a panel of experienced bi-
cyclists who will share the safe
routes they use to commute, us-
ing both trails and city streets.

The map will identify paths
that link city trails to major activ-
ity centers and even offer safe
routes for Kkids to walk or ride to
school.

In the long term, Activate
Omaha — which aims to encour-
age active lifestyles— hopes to
turn the city into a bicycle-
friendly community.

Last week in -Sarpy County, a
bicyclist riding to work died
when he was struck by a semi-
trailer truck.

Last year, Activate Omaha and
others unsuccessfully sought a
bicycle-friendly community des-
ignation for Omaha from the
League of American Bicyclists.
The city received kudos for its
recreational trails but didn’t
measure up when it came to en-
couraging commute
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Law doesn’t cap concerns
of sroundwater advocate

By Davip HENDEE
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

Nebraska should be dcing
more to regulate farmers’ purnp-
ing of underground water to irri-
gate crops, despite a new water
law and other regulations, a
groundwater advocate said Fri-
day.

Susan Seacrest, president of

the Lincoln-based Groundwater -

Foundation, said she is con-
cerned that irrigators and local
and state regulators aren’t doing
encugh under the year-old water
law to “act in a common-sense
and responsible way to put limits
on groundwater irrigation.”

Seacrest said her new message
is not intended to be anti-
agriculture. )

“We simply need to get a grip
{on water usage). The science di-
rects and demands us to do it,”
shesaid.

Nebraska’s water law — ap-
proved last year as Legislative
Bill 962 — is designed to antici-
pate and prevent conflicts be-
tween groundwater and surface-
water users. [n places where con-
flicts exist, the law sets out prin-
ciples and timelines for resolv-
ingtheissues.

Seacrest started the nonprofit
Groundwater Foundation in 1985
to educate and motivate people
about groundwater. The organiz-
ation will mark its 20th anniver-
sary at a conference next week in
Nebraska City. Seacrest, how-
ever, said she isn't totally jubi-
lant about what the foundation
has achieved.

20th anniversary

The Groundwater Foundation wili celebrate with a conference showcasing
the science, tools and practices that protect underground water.

When: Wednesday through Friday

Where: Lied Lodge and Conference Center in Nebraska City

Hightights include: Book-signing reception for the foundation’s new
book, “Rainmakers: A Photographic Story of Center Pivot."

Sessions include: Agricultural technology, rural and urban community
partnerships, collaborative strategies, best practices in the watershed,
and innovative science and technology.

To register: (800) 858-4844 or www.groundwater.org

“T've had it. It’s frustrating. I
feel that we've failed to a certain
extent,” she said.

Seacrest said she hopes to
launch a series of seminars in
key areas across Nebraska early
next year to focus on the impor-
tance of bringing usage of the
state’s surface water and
groundwater info a sustainable
balance.

“We'll have a serious discus-
sion . . . and let the science speak
for itself,” she said. “We’ll be fo-
cused and repetitive.”

Seacrest said she plans to take
the tough-love message straight
to audiences that might not be re-
ceptive to ideas of using less wa-
ter. One place is the Republican
River valley in southwestern and
south-central Nebraska, where
irrigators are limited on the
amount of water they can use be-
cause of declining water tables
or the state’s attempt to comply
with a court settlement on pro-

viding Kansas its share of river
water,

Seacrest said she is dismayed
to read of a spurt of well-drilling
in parts of northeastern Ne-
braska this year by farmers fear-
ing the impact of potential irriga-
tion restrictions if the state
designates water in their river
basins as totally spoken for.

“It’s the mentality of, ‘I need to
get mine. I don’t care about
you,” ” she said. “That’s not en-
couraging.”

Seacrest said she trusted wa-
ter users to do the right thing.
“No more preaching to the
choir,” she said of the founda-
tion’s tendency to organize
cheerleading clinics for ground-
water.

“If we don't have a real quality
effort to change the thinking
about groundwater now in Ne-
braska, it won’t matter what we
did in the last 20 years,” she said.
“It’s now that counts.”



$250,000 sunk
into flood study
of Saddle Creek

By Rrex Rueorrs
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER
308
Saddie Creek Road bécomes a
stream in spots during huge
downpours,

The flash floeding is destruc-
tive for those who live nearby
and a hindrance for thoge who
happen to be driving on the
street during a torrent. 1t's a
problem the City of Omaha
wantstobring toanend.

The City Couneil over the past
vear has awarded HDR Engi-
neering Ine. cloge to $250,000 to
gather data and do computer
madeling of how the SeWer sys-
tein handles heavy rainfall in the
Saddle Creek drainage area.

The Omaha Public Works De-
partment intends to make same
short-term improvements. Ex-
pensive, long-term answers will
alsobe needed.

“If they find » solution, great,”
saitl Robin Mittlieder, office
manager of McGill Brothers Inc.
near Saddle Creek Road and
South S0th Street. “If not, we
have flood insuranee

Mittlieder said the offices of
the commercial contractors
used to be downstairs, Then,
tlooding in 2004 caused up to 4
feet of water to collect in the
basement on three occasions. It
ruined paperwark, a computer,

THE WORT BUEHALD
office supplies and furniture, not
to mention a car and some ma-
chinery.

So McGill Brothers Ine. re-
claimed the upstairs apartment
it had been renting out and relg-
cateditsoffice into that space.

The city awarded HDR 3
$49,500 contract last year to col-
lect information on flooding on

See Flooding: Page 2

Drivers navigate pools of stand

rain I8 heavy. This stretch s near

REBECCA
ing
Emile Street during a storm in May.
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Flooding: Street fountains are no tourist attraction

Continued from Page 1

Saddle Creek Road. A second
contract, worth $199,000, went to
HDR this month for computer
modeling to assess storm sewer
capacity and bottlenecks in the
system, to identify short-term
improvements such as building
more sewer inlets, and to pro-
pose solutions for the Jong kaul.

Bob Sink, the city’s environ-
mental services manager, said
there evidently once was a genu-
ine Saddle Creek, but it was en-
cased years ago in sewer pipes.
The Saddle Creek drainage area
now has a decades-old sewer 5yS-
tem that cannot handle all the
water from a heavy storm.

The drainage area is hounded
by Mapie Street on the narth,
Grover Street on the south, 39th
Streeton the eastand 52nd Street

onthe wast,

The area is about five square
miles, but the worst flooding is
along Saddle Creek Road just
north of Dadge Street and south
ta Center Street, Sink said.

Sink said the short-term solu-
tions might go into effect next
spring. But the long-term an-
swer, which most likely will in-
volveinstalling new sewer pipes,
would cost millions of dollars
and probably wouldn't be ad-
dressed for a couple of years.

Even if a stretch of Saddle
Creek is moved a block to the
west, as has been suggested to
accommodate expansion by the
University of Nebraska Medical
Center, Sink said, the studies will
be worthwhile.

The Public Works Department
needs to know what size sewer

system to design to accommo-
date the drainage area whether
or not Saddle Creek Road is
moved, he said. .

Sink acknowledged that some
have suggested restoring Saddle
Creek as a stream. He said the
study will identify how rain ac-
cumulates throughout the drain-
age area and could be used to de-
terming how the creek would
affect drainage, he said.

Across Saddle Creek Road
from McGill Brothers is Ding-
man's Collision Center. Co-
owner Diana Dingman recalled
the heavy rains of 2004 as partic-
ularly dramatic for her section
of Saddle Creek Road.

Her building is on a slight rise
and therefore doesn’t suffer se-
vere flooding, but the rtoad in
front of her business becomes

chaotic during major rain-
storms.

“People think they can make it
through and they can't, so there
are cars stalled in the water,”
Dingman said. “If you see a car
bobbing, don’t try and. g0
through.”

She said three rains in the
summer of 2004 caused flooding
problems. Her employees have
had to help people climb out of
their swamped cars through win-
dows, she said.

The sewer system on Saddle
Creek becomes so full at times
during heavy rains, she said, that
mathole covers pop up and wa-
ter shoots skyward. “It lnoks like
afountain,” she said.

That is the kind of attraction
the City of Omaha wants to ter-
minate.

GRS I
water on Saddle Creek Road when the
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Study: Irrigation pumps
billions in cash into state

By Davip HeNDEE
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER
W=f-0x

LINCOLN — Irrigation added
$4.5 billion to the Nebraska econ-
omy during a recent drought
year, according to a report re-
leased Monday.

Irriﬁation’s imEact on the
stale’s economy 1S S0 large
some smail towns would disap-

ds viable economic commu-
mliies 11 poticy or other consi

10ns prevented wide-scale use
of underground water On crons.
said Charles [a -
searcher or-theNebraskaPolicz

Institute study.

The Nebraska Department of
Natural Resources is implement-
ing the state’s new water law,
Legislative Bill 962, in a process
that includes jointly managing
groundwater and surface water
resources.

-

Don Adams, executive direc-
tor of Nebraskans First, an irri-
gation advocacy group, said the
findings should compel state
policy-makers to revisit the new
law’s rules controlling irrigation,

Keith Olsen of Grant, presi-
dent of the Nebraska Policy Insti-
tute and the Nebraska Farm Bu-
reau, said the study wasn't
intended to address state water
policy but to update information
about the valueof irrigation.

The study measured the value
of crop production, business-to-
business purchases generated by
crop production and economic
activity generated from the per-
sonal spending of earned income.

The net total economic impact
was determined Bx comparing

€ effects with and without irri-

—

gation.
F





