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CONSERVATION PLANNING/APPLICATION 

 Blair field office (FO) has received 15 applications for fall conservation practices and 28 
requests for the FY2005 Tree Program.  Terry Schumacher, Blair NRD Field Rep, has 
been contacting landowners needing assistance with their tree plans and to select the 
appropriate species for their practice.   

 Blair FO has received 4 requests for grass drills to do fall seedings; 1 application is for a 
pasture renovation.   

 Omaha FO has received 5 applications for fall conservation practices and 6 requests for 
the FY2005 Tree Program.  

 Omaha FO completed land treatment information for 3 grade control structures that will 
be rehabbed in Sarpy County. 

 Omaha FO processed a level two account for a potential Technical Service Provider 
(TSP). 

 
EQIP 

 Blair FO technical staff advises that construction and payment has been completed on 
Robert Teager’s EQIP grade stabilization structure and diversion.  Robert Toebben’s 
EQIP animal waste pit is under construction.  Hidden Acres EQIP grade stabilization 
structure has been designed and plans have been given to the landowner for the bid 
process.  Thomas Van Dyke’s EQIP grade stabilization structure has been designed and 
awaiting landowner’s approval.  Sibbernsen Farms and Linda Ciurej structures are being 
designed with assistance from the Omaha technical staff.  

 Three pasture projects and an irrigation conversion project are underway using EQIP 
funds in Dakota County.  Also, a pipeline and tank system for a pasture was surveyed for 
installation.   

 The Omaha FO processed cost-share applications for the following EQIP practices:  
irrigation water management, pest management and a grade stabilization structure that 
included fencing, critical area seeding and mulching.  Also, 3 EQIP contracts were 
revised. 

 
WETLAND RESERVE ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM (WREP) 
WETLAND RESERVE PROGRAM (WRP) 

 The wetland team was in Dakota County to conduct field reviews and rankings on 11 
parcels totaling 1,530 acres for WREP and WRP; all were submitted for funding.   

 
CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM (CRP)  
CONTINUOUS CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM (CCRP) 

 General CRP #29 was scheduled for August 30, through September 24, 2004.  The 
number of acres accepted will be determined after signup #29 ends and will be based on 
the environmental benefits and the cost of the acres offered.  Offers accepted will be for 
the program year 2006 and 2007.  Omaha’s FSA received 4 offers, Blair 19, Walthill 39 
and South Sioux City 6.   

 Omaha FO conducted 5 field visits with FSA to determine weed control options. 
 Omaha FO processed an application for seeding grasses.   



 Continuous CRP applications for grass waterways, filter strips and wetlands are being 
received in Dakota County.   

 
PIGEON/JONES CREEK WATERSHED 

 Title searches are being prepared for sites 4, 5 and 14; A Department of Natural 
Resources construction permit was received for site 14.   

 An advisory committee meeting is being planned to discuss watershed progress. 
 
SILVER CREEK WATERSHED 

 Blair FO staff reports that construction has been completed on Silver Creek Site 33; 
construction has begun on Silver Creek Site 32.   

 
PAPIO WATERSHED LAKES PROJECT 

 Blair FO has received 26 inquiries and/or requests for information on the potential Papio 
Watershed structures.  Washington County landowners have voiced concern over this 
potential series of dams.  A 1,900 acre lake that would be built in the county has 
generated numerous news articles and editorial comments in the Blair Enterprise.   

 
WATER QUALITY 

  Douglas/Sarpy Counties have 9 applications pending.   
 Washington County has 9 applications pending. 
  Burt County has 2 applications pending.   
  Thurston County has 5 applications pending. 
  Dakota County has 2 applications pending. 

 
INFORMATION/EDUCATION 

 The South Sioux City staff provided new items and photos with captions for the NRD 
Share Page published in the Dakota County Star for the month of September.  The news 
items were:  Funds Available for Fall Construction, Continuous Conservation Reserve 
Program Signup, Fall Noxious Weed Control Critical and Rural Water Offices Relocated.  
Photos with captions were included of Chuck Leinen and Steve Van Riper inspecting a 
water control structure, the ground breaking ceremony for the Dakota City NRC, and 
Vince Kramper receiving a SWCS award for 50 + years of conservation.   

 Neil Stockfleth, South Sioux City, presented a talk on native prairie and local landforms 
to approximately 100 sixth grade students on September 17.   

 
WASHINGTON COUNTY RURAL WATER PROJECT (WCRWP) 

 Blair FO is reorganizing their office space to accommodate the WCRWP#2 Project 
Manager and his future staff that will be in charge of the new water project and also the 
existing WCRWP#1 water system in Washington County. 

 
DAKOTA COUNTY SERVICE CENTER 

 A formal construction contract for the NRC was awarded to Halman Construction of 
Sioux City at the NRD meeting on September 9, and a groundbreaking ceremony was 
held at the NRC site also.  By the end of September the site had been cleared of both 
buildings and was ready for construction to begin.   

 
PERSONNEL 

 The vacancy announcement for a Civil Engineering Technician (CET) position in South 
Sioux City closes on October 1.   

 
TRAINING/MEETINGS 



 NRD staff, John Zaugg, Terry Schumacher, Denny Piper and Rod Kinning attended a 
Rural Water Workshop at Fremont. 

 NRCS staff, Neil Jensen, Neil Stockfleth, and Don Atkinson attended Wetland Plant ID 
training at Stanton. 

 John Zaugg and Terry Schumacher, NRD, and Andy Bohnenkamp, NRCS, attended 
Terra Model training at Omaha.   

 The NRD monthly meeting was held in Dakota City on September 9.  The NRD 
Directors toured Pigeon/Jones Watershed site #3 and an Elk Creek streambed 
stabilization structure site prior to the meeting.  Approximately 75 people attended an 
annual dinner held at Vince Kramper’s farm before the NRD meeting.   

 Neil Stockfleth, NRCS South Sioux City, took part in a Corps of Engineers/Local 
Partnership meeting to discuss restoration efforts on Crystal Lake near South Sioux City 
on September 16; he also attended the NARD Annual Conference and NRCS Field 
Management staff meeting held in Kearney on September 27-29. 

 All NRCS/NRD field office staff completed the mandatory NRCS Computer Security 
Awareness training.   

 
 
Reported by: Robert Hall, Resource Conservationist, NRCS, Omaha, October 8, 2004 










