Agenda Item: 11.

MEMORANDUM

TO THE BOARD:

SUBJECT:  General's Manager Report
DATE: October 4, 2005

FROM: Steve Oltmans, General Manager

A. INFORMATION/EDUCATION REPORT: A copy of the I&E Report detailing Information

and Education activities for the month of September, 2005, is attached for YOUr review.,

B. MISCELLANEOUS/PERSONNEL ITEMS:

1. Martin Cleveland, Construction Engineer, attended the 2005 American Public Works
Association Public Works Congress and Exposition, September 11-14, 2005, held in

Minneapolis, MN. Attached is a memo indicating the sessions attended at the conference.

2. Attached is a letter from John Boyer, Chairman of the Greater Omaha Chamber of
Commerce, thanking the GM for participating in the Chamber’s September 13-14, 2005 trip
to Washington, D.C. Also attached is a letter from John Gale, Nebraska Secretary of State,
who also participated in the Chamber’s D.C. Trip.

C. REPORT ON PURCHASES — CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES, PERSONAL PROPERTY: Pursuant to Board direction, attached is a report

indicating construction services, professional services and personal property purchases for the

month of September, 2005. Please review this report and contact me if you have any questions.

D. CURRENT AND ON-GOING PROJECTS — P-MRNRD LEGAL COUNSEL: Attached

is a copy of the current and on-going projects for District Legal Counsel, Paul Peters, as of
September 19, 2005. I would ask each Director to review this listing. If you have any

questions, please feel free to contact me.



E. NEWS CLIPS:
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>

>

>

September 8, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Papillion moves to ease ‘dire need’
for parkland

September 10, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Property owners say judge rushed
decision allowing dam project

September 12, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Saddle up and bike, Omaha urged.
Pedaling to work eliminates gas costs and boosts health, a local club says.

September 17, 2005, Omaha World Herald Midland Voices — New water standard is
absurd, ill-advised, written by Dean Edson, NARD Executive Director

September 19, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Canoeists on Elkhorn see happier
landings. Construction begins this fall on a site that will make it safer to enter and leave
the nver near Waterloo.

September 19, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Festival provides warnings on
water. Fun family activities are also offered at the World O! Water celebration.
September 20, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Omaha will expand its lead fight.
Union Pacific gives $500,000 to campaign

September 20, 2005, Omaha World Herald Public Pulse Letters:

© Rein in the NRD written by Max C. Meier

o Unwise spending written by Shawn Melotz

September 22, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Prospect of ban on new wells
triggers ‘frenzy’ of drilling. The state’s water law will seek to protect overtapped
suppliers.

September 29, 2005, Omaha World Herald Midlands Voices — New water standard
reflects compromise written by Steve Huggenberger, Don Kraus, Dennis Strauch and
Chad Smith (this is a response to an editorial written by Dean Edson that was published
on September 17"

September 29, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — New public works chief embraces
challenge. Coordinating street, utility work a priority.

September, 2005, MAPA Newsletter, Happenings around the Region - Article

regarding City of Bellevue’s Missouri River Park Restoration Project.

/pVSO/GM Reports/2005/October



=> October 3, 2005, Omaha World Herald Article — Water rules won’t kick in, A state

official says usage is not out of balance with supply in seven of the state’s 13

watersheds.

fpt/SO/GM Reports/2005/0ctober



September 2005

Information & Education Report

Information

Lo e e e >

Continued work on permanent exhibit for NRC Visitor’s Center

Planned and attended Dakota City Office dedication

Published Annual Report in Omaha W-H

Began work on Fall 2005 SPECTRUM

Prepared display for NARD Conference

Began work on preparation of booth at Omaha Boat Sports and Travel Show
Continued Imaging of Information files

Education

O
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Organized volunteers for Water Quality Open, and presented Education program at
one of the holes
Held teacher training in Project Learning Tree and Project Water Education for
‘Teachers—trained 15 pre-service teachers
NRD representative for the World O! Water Festival at Chalco Hills
* Presented NRD/Bird house program
» Worked with Kendra Sullivan from KOB to organize event
Managed 110 volunteer hours
Attended NARD annual Conference
s Put together silent auction item
e Assisted with display
Continued to plan fall field trips and NRD programming
Continued working with Nebraska Pheasants Forever on Leopold Education Project
workshops for 2006
Continued promotion of NRD outdoor classroom grants
Started planning for Summit Lake Field Day
Met with Bob Bodnar about photographs for the permanent display
Designed and printed name tags for September Board Meeting

Printed and mailed Cultivation newsletter to District Teachers and Curriculum
Specialists



MEMORANDUM

TO: The File

FROM: Martin P. Cleveland

SUBJECT: 2005 American Public Works Association (APWA) Public Works
Congress and Exposition

DATE: September 19, 2005

On September 11 — 14, 2005, the writer attended the APWA Public Works Congress

(Convention) held in Minneapolis, MN. This Congress is a yearly event held with concurrent

education sessions and several general sessions. In addition, there was an exposition with

approximately 450 exhibitors (Consultants, equipment suppliers, etc.). The Congress had

several

1.

10.
11.
12.

13.

thousand attendees from U.S. and Canada. The writer attended the following sessions:

Budgeting for Outcomes: A Radically Different Approach in Age of Permanent Fiscal
Crisis by Peter Hutchison, Public Strategies Group.

Consultant Errors/Omissions — Who Should Pay? By Scott Crain, City of Merriam, KS.

Crucial Conversations: Tools for Talking When the Stakes are High by Joseph Grenny,
Vital Smarts.

Mobile GPS Data Collection for Infrastructure Management by Carl Mart, Roadware
Group.

Get Your Point Across Using Powerpoint by Brent Paloutzian, APWA.
ROW Control Through Fees by Jerry Tapscott, City of Kansas City, MO.

Technologies and Policies for Pipeline Assessment and Rehabilitation by Robert Mckim,
Parsons.

2005 + (The Future of Employees, Leadership) by Roger Herman, The Herman Group.

Rain Gardens as Part of Stormwater Management Program by Chris Carett, City of
Mapiewood, MN,

Justify the Existance of Your Ditch Maintenance Budget by Lamont Curtis, Parsons.
The Lean Revolution in Construction is Here! By Paul Reiser, The Boldt Company.
Powerful Business Writing by Beth Bednar, National Seminar Group.

Rules of the Red Rubber Ball by Kevin Carroll.

CC: Steve Oltmans, Marlin Petermann and Pat Teer

45505 MC:pb File 612



STATE OF NEBRASKA

JOHN A. GALE P.O. Box 94608
SECRETARY OF STATE State Capitol, Suite 2300
e ey Linceln, NE 68509-4608
Ly .} Phone402-471-2554
September 28, 2005 H l! T '* i@ ) Fax 402-471-3237
CUN T wwWw.sos.state.ne.us
Mr. Steve Oltmans SR A s0s08 @nol.org
Papio. Missouri River NRD SERLY
8901 S. 154th St. ‘
Omaha, NE 68138-3621 [

Dear Steve,

Just a note to say how much 1 enjoyed our experience together on the Omaha Chamber D.C. trip! It was a
great trip, with a terrific agenda of interesting meetings, and some very special places to go. Like you, [ do
travel to D.C. on regular occasion, but I have never packed as much into two days as was accomplished on
this trip. The highlights were certainly the elegant dinner at the National Museum of the American Indian,
the Nebraska Breakfast, the congressional briefings and, for me, the personal colloquy with fellow
Nebraskans Secretary of Agriculture Mike Johanns and Deputy Undersecretary of Agriculture Merlyn
Carlson. Lunching in the LB} Room, for those of us who remember LBJ, brought back many memories of a
turbulent time in America, but also the endurance and strength of our democratic institutions through it all.

Peter Festersen and Dacia Kruse did an outstanding job of organizing and leading this delegation. Whatever
questions we had, they had answers and explanations, as well as providing good humor, infinite patience, and
sound leadership skills. Other staff members contributed equally to the success of the trip, and were very
gracious and attentive through two busy days. Tim Stuart gets my "gold star” award because he seemed
always to be available to keep me on track!

As Nebraska Secretary of State, [ am involved in several different programs with the U.S. Department of
State, from the Fulbright Scholars Orientation Program, to the Councils of International Visitors, to
International Election Observers, to my biannual Diplomatic Conference. 1 really appreciated the
opportunity given to me to spend time at the U.S. Department of State on Wednesday moming before the
lunch at the Occidental Grill. It was a helpful meeting.

I hope the trip bears fruit for the Omaha Chamber and for the many businesses it serves. I enjoyed meeting

the many delegation members, and felt that the cooperation and fellowship of the delcgates was a very
positive intangible for everyone. While maybe at times exhausting, the trip was mostly exhilarating!

o

Er




GREATER OMAHA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

September 21, 2005

Steve Oltmans R
Papio. Missouri River NRD ‘ ‘

8901 S. 154th St. el
Omaha, NE 68138-3621 e

Dear Steve,

Thank you so much for participating in the Chamber’s trip to Washington, D.C. We hope
you found the experience as enjoyable as we did.

All'in all, we believe the trip was a great success. It provided all of us with an
opportunity to learn about issues impacting the metro area, to strengthen relationships with our
federal officials, and to foster member-to-member relationships.

We had a full schedule, but we hope that you enjoyed visiting the nation’s capital. We
plan to make this an annual event, and as such you will soon be receiving via e-mail some
questions asking for your views on this trip and for any suggested improvements.

Again, thank you for being with us.

David G. Brown
President and CEO

Chairman

1301 HARNEY S5T. ? L i
Omana NE 62102-8104 B T
402-346-5000 T R T I T T ok R T A LR PR
Fax:40Z-246-7050 SO TR e e AL s L e g



Report On Purchases
Construction Services, Professional Services, Personal Property

September, 2005

Project

Date Name Item / Task Company Cost
9/26/05 West Branch Channel Move fire hydrant out of Channel ROW Kerstens and Lee, Inc. $3,233.00
9/30/05 West Papio Trail Inspect/monitor West Papio Trail bridge, near 36" St. HGM Associates $4,900.00
9/30/05 Walthill Field Office Mx8 Hydraulic offset mower (8”) Pender Implement Co. $4,470.00




PBPlO MISSOURI RIVER
NATURAL
RESOURCES
DISTRICT

8901 5. 154th Street
Omaha, NE 6B138-3621
402-444-6222
www.papionrd.org

Updated: September 19, 2005

Current and On-Going Projects
P-MRNRD Legal Counsel

& = Top Priority

F = Future Work — No Assignment
N =New Assignment

O = Others Handling

W = Work in Progress

P = PFP’s Portion Completed

e Little Papio: (Cleveland)
e Big Papio : (Cleveland)

¢ West Branch (Cleveland):

© Land Exchange with Sarpy Co. (96" St.) (P)
& Purchase Agreements, deeds (90" to Giles) (Tr. 19 deed, Tr. 23 easement) (W)

O Interlocal Agreement with Sarpy County and Bellino (P)
@ Trib Crossing Contract with EGA (W)

e Western Sarpy Dike (Cleveland):

o Closing with Bundy’s (potentially modify ROW/offer) (F)
o Amended drainage ditch easements on Hickey (First National Property) (P)
o Hansen ROW Condemnation (W)

e Floodway Purchase Program (Woodward):

o Floodway Property Purchase Agreements as needed (F)
¢ Trail Projects (Bowen):
@ Western Douglas County Trail — Ehrhart Griffin professional services contract (W)

» Missouri River Corridor Project (Becic):

o California Bend — Appeal District Court ruling on Wright’s tenant (Arp) (W)
© Lower Decatur Bend — Purchase Agreements for Tobin, Williams & Olson (N)



» LUSDA P.L. 566 Projects, Silver Creek and Pigeon/Jones Watershed (Puls/Cleveland):

o Pigeon/Jones Creek Site Easements — as needed (F)

o Silver Creek Site Easements— as needed (F)

o Release of Site S-7 Easement (W)

& Amendment to Pigeon/Jones Site 15 contract w/Olsson (W)

¢ Papio Watershed Dam Sites (Woodward/Petermann):

o Dam Site 19 agreement (F)

o DS 13 Closing with Lyman-Richey Corp (P)

& DS 13 Agreement with Elkhorn and Omaha (W)

@ DS 13 Easement with Metro Community College (P)

& DS 13 Lyman Richey Closing (W)

& Shadow Lakes Agreement with SIDs (W)

& Shadow Lakes Oversight/Review Agreement with HDR (W)

¢ Papio Creek Watershed Partnership (Stormwater) (Woodward):

¢ Rural Water Projects: (Sklenar)

¢ Elkhorn River Public Access Sites (Sklenar):

Other:

€& Heron Haven Agreement with “Friends of Heron Haven” (Becic) (W)
& Elkhorn River — Graham Easement (N)

/peters/project lists/2005 - September



Papillion moves to ease ‘dire need’ for parkland

[
By JoE DEjxa 7
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

The City of Papillion acquired
36 acres for new sports fields
Tuesday, the city’s second major
acquisition in amonth.

The land was bought to ease
pressure on existing ballfields,

Councilman T.J. Heinert said
the purchase will address a “dire
need" forpark space.

Papillion Mayor James Blinn
said demand for practice fields
forced some teams to stake out
green space around town and
practice by car headlights.

Tuesday night, the Papillion
City Council voted to pay
$700,000 to acquire the 36 acres
from Stephen and Cheryl Dlouhy

of Council Bluffs, The land lies .

north of Lincoln Street, between
the Pro’s Choice golf driving
range and Papillion's City Park,

Last month, the council voted
to buy the 26-acre Pro’s Choice
range north of Lincoln Street at
Cheyenne Drive for $810,000.

The two purchases expand the
city’s total park land by 24 per-
cent.

The purchase creates, in ef-

fect, a continuous city park along
the Papillion Creek from 72nd
Street to near 96th Street. Plans
call for a road linking City Park
tothe new properties.

A preliminary design for the
new park areas shows six soccer
fields and four baseball or soft-
ball diamonds. Blinn said, how-
ever, that the design hasn’t been
finalized.

“It very well could end up be-
ing that way, but we'll still have
discussions before that's de-
termined,” he said. “We’re going
to look at what the greatest de-

mand is, and solve that problem
first.”

Papillion City Councilwoman
Lu Ann Kluch joked that the pur-
chase is likely to test the phone
system at City Hall as residents
call in their preferences for
fields to accommodate their fa-
vorite sport.

Because the Pro's Choice
property is seeded, lighted and
has sprinklers, it could accom-
modate some practices right
away, Blinn said. Soccer fields
could be put in quickly, he said,
but basebali fields will take more
time and money.
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Property owners say judge rushed decision allowing
dam project

BY JOE DEJKA
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Property owners who sued to stop a dam project near Papillion have appealed a judge's
decision allowing the project.

Attorneys for the Washington County property owners say Sarpy County District Judge
George Thompson rushed the case to trial, giving them little time to prepare, and then
prejudged the case.

The five couples sued the Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District on June 10,
claiming that the district was unlawfully spending public money on two dams in the 430-
acre Shadow Lake housing project at 72nd Street and Schram Road.

The couples claim that the two dams creating Midlands and Shadow Lakes would
primarily benefit the developer but offer little benefit to the public.

The housing development is adjacent to the Shadow Lake Towne Center shopping
center, under construction at 72nd Street and Nebraska Highway 370.

The same couples previously sued to stop a public-private dam project at 192nd Street
and West Dodge Road. Attorneys for the NRD and developer questioned the couples at
trial, asking whether their motivation was to stop a future dam project in Washington
County,

At trial, Thompson repeatedly reined in the plaintiffs’ attorneys, LeRoy Sievers and
Kevin McManaman, steering them away from certain lines of questioning. At one point,
the judge forbid McManaman from raising objections and threatened to kick him out of
the courtroom if he did.

Thompson abruptly ended the trial after the property owners presented their case, but
before lawyers for the NRD and developer had finished their case.

This week, property owners appealed Thompson's Aug. 10 decision that let the NRD
partner with private developers to construct the two dams. The district's share of the
cost would be $3.3 million.

The appeal was filed after Thompson on Aug. 26 denied their request to have the judge
remove himself from the case and have a different judge consider whether a new trial
was warranted.

Thompson, contacted Friday, said he cannot comment on a case that's on appeal.

In their motion asking Thompson to remove himself, attorneys for the neighbors said it
appeared to them during the trial that the judge was acting "in the dual capacity of judge
and advocate." The [awyers said they didn't have enough time for the discovery
process, which involves acquiring records and taking depaositions before trial.

They said the judge's actions violated the Nebraska Judicial Code of Conduct.

The appeal also contends that Thompson's ruling allowing the parnership was
incorrect.

The dam case is not the first time residents challenging a large development project
have complained about Thompson's speed in taking a case to trial.

A group of neighbors who sued to hlock a Wal-Mart shopping center at 72nd Street and
Giles Road complained that their case, in which Thompson ruled against them, had
been rushed to trial.



addle up and bike, Omaha urged

@ Pedaling to work eliminates gas costs

and boosts health, alocal club says.

By NICHOLE AKSAMIT

WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER
RN
Amidrising gas prices and in-
creasing obesity rates, an effort
is afoot — or, rather, a-pedal —
to make Omaha a more bike-
friendly place.

The Omaha Pedalers Bicycle
Club and several area planning
and recreational organizations
have invited the League of
American Bicyclists to lead a
planning workshop in Omaha
Oct. 19.

The club and others asked the
league last year to designate
Omabha a bicycle-friendly com-
munity. Although the city won
praise for its recreational trails,
Omaha didn't measure up when
it came to encouraging people to
pedal to work and thus didn’t

Top-rated cities
for two-wheeling

League of American Bicyclists’
gold level Bicycle-Friendly
Communitles: Boulder, Colo.;
Corvallis, Ore.; Palo Altg, Calif.;
Portland, Ore.

Bicycling magazine's Best Cities
for Blcycling: Overall: Porttand,
Ore.; cities in Omaha's size
category (200,000 to 500,000):
Denver; Madison, Wis.: and
Tucson, Ariz.

earn the designation.

Club President Steve
Schnitker said one problem
with biking in Omaha traffic is
that so few peonle do it. Drivers
aren't used to sharing streets

with cyclists, and biking can be
uncomfortable, or even unsafe.

“It is a bit of a chicken-and-
egg problem,” said Andy
Clarke, executive director of
the Washington, D.C.-based
League of American Bicyclists.

But Clarke, who will lead the
Omaha workshop, said other cit-
ies have overcome the problem
in part by hosting annual rides
that introduce people to biking
on city streets.

“Part of it is overcoming the
mentality that people shouldn’t
be riding on the streets,” he
said. With a little education on
doing it safely, he said, people
can and should bike to improve
their health and save money.

Clarke said he hopes some of
the city’s political movers and
shakers will attend and act on
ideas from the workshop.

High gas prices already ap-
pear to be fueling some com-
muterinterest.

See Bikes: Page 2

Bikes: Omaha urged to be a friendlier place to ride

Continued from Page 1

Greg Paskach, associate man-
ager at Highgear Bike & Out-
door, said the La Vista bike shop
has seen a surge in two types of
customers in the past two weeks:
those seeking commuter bikes
(as opposed to trail or racing
bikes) and thase taking steps to
spruce up dusty old cycles that

haven’tleftthe garage inawhile.

“They're bringing bikes in for
funeups, tires, lights to make
sure they're good to goif they use
it three times a week to get to
work,” he said.

Forty-nine cities, none of them
in Nebraska or Iowa, boast the
league’s bicycle-friendly desig-
nation, which stays in effect for

two years.

Clarke said Omaha’s bike com-
muter rate is below the national
average, which is about 0.4 per-
cent, according to journey-to-
work data from the U.S. Census
Bureau. Award-winning biking
cities such as Portland, Ore., he
said, tend to have rates of 2 per-
cent Or more.

“It’s really not that much
more,” Clarke said. “But I think
when you get to the point where
Portland’s at, there’s a different
sense in the community. You just
see more bikes around.”

Omaha’s not there yet, he said.
But it could be — *“especially
when high gas prices and obesity
epidemicprovide that trigger.”



BY DEAN E. EDSGON

The writer, of Lincoln, is executive director of the
Nebraska Associationof Resources Districts.

The recently approved new
water rale, also called the 10
percent/50-year standard, has
been presented as being the
best for the state. However, the
rule overlooks involvement of
logical, local solutions to the is-
sue. Some comments and issues
alsoneed tobe clarified.

Foremost, I want to point out
that the 23 natural resources
districts {NRDs) are political
subdivisions charged to man-
age the state’s natural re-
sources, except surface water,
within their jurisdictional
boundaries. These boundaries
fol_low the river-basin bound-
aries.

Next, I want to set the record
straight regarding the local
NRD positions on theissue. Ata
recent meeting of the Nebraska
Association of Resources Dis-
tricts, the board members ap-
proved a resoluticn on a 21-0
vote to oppose the 10-50 rule be-
ing used to determine whether
a basin is fully appropriated or
not. We supported the contin-
ued use of the 28 percent/40-
yearrule.

Here are several reasons
why: !

The State of Nebraska long
has used a 28-40 rule to resolve
many issues, most recently in
2004 to determine fully appro-
priated and overappropriated
basins in the Platie River. The
rule has been used in extensive
discussions to develop Nebras-
ka's new depletion plan for the
Platte River Cooperative
Agreement and, in fact, is the
ruleused inthat plan.

It also has been used by the
State of Nebraska and the
NRDs to set up well-drilling
sugpensions in the Platte River
basins and has been used for the
settlement agreement in the
Nqbraska v. Wyoming water
suit.

The main reason the NEDs
upposed the 1O percent/S0-vear
rule i that it ignores the juris-
dictionad river-hasin hounda-
wes of the NEDs and provides
2 gnidance 1o addrsng the
sverip b oreates be

HRD bomdm

For example, a 10-50 line
drawn for the Loup River Basin
goes outside the basin bound-
ary by a significant amount. To
the south, the line goes across
the Platte River basin and
reaches down into the Republi-
can and Blue River basins. To
the north, it extends inte the
Niobrara and Elkhorn River ba-
sins. Not one of these basins
drainsintothe Loup.

However, supporters of the
rule want all water users inside
this 10-50 area, including mu-
nicipal and industrial users, to
pay a depletion fee and-or wa-
ter offset to the Loup River ba-
sin while paying the same fees
and offsets to the Platte, Repub-
lican, Blue, Elkhorn and Nio-
brarabasins.

When similar 10-50 lines are
drawn for the Plaite, Republi-
can, Elkhorn and Niobrara ba-
sins, the lines overlap each
other. After all the lines are
drawn, water users could be
subject to depletions and-or wa-
ter offsets in multiple river ba-
sins — even those that do not
drain toeachother.

At this time, state water offi-
cials do not have guidance for
the NRDs and local water users
other than to assign blame if the
plan fails. Also, the Legislature
has taken away funding for de-
velopment of water manage-
ment plans.

Thus, the State of Nebraska
is dictating a statewide water
management plan without pro-
viding resources, authorities or
leadership regarding the im-
plementation of the plan, Based
on these realities, this rule is
absurd. .

The 28-40 rule that is sup-
ported by the NRDs covers
nearly every district’s bounda-
ries but does not extend bevond
the jurisdictionai boundary, ex-
cept ina few isolated cases. The
NRDs also have the authority o
zo heyond the 28-46 line (o 11

siude the entire district in wi-
rer management plans, i nec-
sgmary. This nas been impie
mentad by severn! TR

adbine-

1

agiraliy

We have offered to accept &
10-50 rule if it would not extend
past NRD and-or basin bounda-
ries. We feel this compromise is
reasonable, realistic and politi-
cally workable. However, it
was rejected by state water of-
ficials with a “we'll sort it out
later” mentality. Nebraskans
deservebetter thanthat.

An Aug. 15 editorial stated,

. “Look beyond this vear’s water

use to the water that will be
needed by the grandchildren
and great-grandchildren of to-
day’s Nebraskans. If the people
of today don't look that far
ahead, the questionable prac-
tices and the water mismanage-

- ment of the past win. And the

new Nebraska, the Nebraska of
the future and the people who
populate it,lose.”

1 could not agree more. How-
ever, the state rules and stan-
dards to get to this policy must
be reasonable, realistic ahd
workable before water users
can be expected to develop and
implement such a plan. The lo-
cal NRDs are more than willing
to accept that responsibility it
the state is willing to provide a
gensible rule that respects ju-
risdictional boundaries and if
the state provides resources
and leadership.
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Construction begins this fall on a site that

will make it safer to enter and leave the river

near Waterloo.

By Curis OLson
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

Avid canoeist Mike McEvoy
has long feared someone would
be injured getting on or off the
Elkhorn River near West Maple
Road in western Douglas County.

“I've even worried about the
people standing by the passing
cars and trucks on the bridge to
watch the canoes,” said McEvoy
of Waterloo, Neb, “It's an acci-
dent waiting tohappen.” ‘

Thatisabout to change.

This fall, construction will be-
gin on a $183,000 canoe landing
site that will make it easier and
safer for canoceists to access the
river just northeast of Waterloo.
The landing site would be com-
pleted by May.

The 6.72-acre site was donated
by Ed Robinson, whose family
founded the Rebinson Seed Co. in
Waterloo. A grant from the rec-
reational trails program of the
Federal Highway Administra-
tion and funds from the Papio-
Missouri Natural Resources Dis-
trict will pay for the develop-
ment.

“This will be the program’s

: Pro;;osed Elkhorn River
| pubiic access and park

' DEAN WEINLAUDB
THE WORLD-HERALD

first grant for a water trailin Ne-
braska,” said Michelle Stryker,
outdoor recreation planner for
the Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission,

The only other developed ca-
noe landing site on the Elkhorn
River is nine miles upstream at
Elkhorn Crossing Recreation
Area, near 252nd Street and Ben-
nington Road. Future developed
landings on the river are under
consideration at West Dodge
Road and Q Street, Stryker said.

The Village of Waterloo,

See River: Page 2

River: Landing site would be finished by May

Continuedfrom Page 1

whose board is expected to ap-
prove the project next month,
will own and maintain the West
Maple Road landing site. The
area will include a 29-stall park-
ing lot, public restrooms, picnic
tables and 2 handicapped-acces-
sibleramprotheriver.

Plans for the shady site were

developed by Thomas L. Benton

of the Omaha architectural firm

Beringer Claccio Denneil Ma-

brey. Special attention was given
to preserving and replacing na-
tive trees, grasses and other veg-
atation.

“The site will he exclusively

for such nonmotorized water-
craftas canoes, kavaks, rafts and
inner tubes,” Benton said. “No
overnight camping will be al-
lowed.”

Robinson said he 1s pleased
that motorized warercraft,
which can scare away wildlifs,

will not be permitted. McEvoy is
glad the site will be completed in
time for the 18th annual Great
Waterloo Canoe Race fundraiser
next August.

“The Waterlao landing wiil be
a safe piace for conoeists and
threir families e enjov the river,”
he said.




By Mamon Ruopes
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

A fly swatter may not allow
vou to kill as many bugs at once
asafew squirtsof insect spray.

And you may work a little
longer to clean that burnt pot if
you use ascrubbrushinsteadof a
chemical cleaner.

But those little sacrifices can
make a big difference in the state
of our water resources, people
were told Sunday during a water
festival at Wehrspann Lake in
Chalco Hills,

pollutants in urban areas. Litter,
herbicides, detergents and
household chemicals make up
farge amounts of the contami-
nants that are washed down
storm drains and end up soiling
arearivers, hesaid.

“We don’t often think about
thatrunoeff,” Tonn said. “Itcomes
from cur property lots or our
homes, our construction sites,
schools,”

Paul Dunn, the City of Omaha’s
recycling coordinator, told peo-
pleaboutnontoxic alternativesto
common household chemicals.

The first World “The two best
0! Water celebra- Fun family g?eg are. proba-
tion at the Papio- : in everyone’s
Missouri Ri?rer activities are ho¥ne alregdy —
Natural! Re- also offered at vinegar and bak-
sources District the World ing soda,” he said.
center provided 0! Water Douglas and

people with an

Sarpy County

afternoon of fun : . celebration. residents got a

activities and a :
dose of information about wate
quality. While parents learned
" about water pollution and ways to
reduce it, children watched rap-
tor displays and cance and
fly-fishing demonstrations, or
they threw wet sponges at towers
of empty popcans.

“Water is 50 important in our
lives,” said Cindy Smilley, execu-
tive director of Keep Omaha

Beautiful, which helped organize

the event,

Many daily activities affect
water -resources, and people
need to realize that it is up to
them to protect our streams, riv-
ers and lakes, said Kendra Sulli-
. van, the organization's education
and program.director.

Inside the resource center,
Steve Tonn, Douglas/Sarpy
County Extension educator,
talked about the most common

new way to dis-
pose of harmful materials when
Under the Sink, Omaha’s house-
hold hazardous waste facility,
opened this summer at 4001 S.
120th St. The center also pro-
vides free leftover chemicals for
people who just need a small
amount for aproject.

Victoria Welch of Omaha en-
joyed the event, especially thein-
formation booths. “It’s so inter-
esting,” she said.

Her 5-year-old son, Timothy,
was more fascinated by the kids’
activities. Together with his fa-
ther, Patrick Welch, he tried to
catch a plastic fish at the Back-
vard Bass Casting Clinic on the
lawn outside the resource center.

“Timothy is here for fun,” his
mother said.

Organizers hope to make the
water festival an annual event.

RUDYSMITHS T WOQRLD-ILERALD

Aaron Havron, 2, shows sédll with an oar during a canoce lesson from Keith
Hemizen, doht., in Webrspann L.ake dusing Sunday’s World O Water.

Max jewell, 7,
saes a faicon up
close Sunday
during a leciure
by the Omaha
Raptor Team.
The exhibit,
which also
inciuded an owl
and other wild
birds, was one
of many
presentations
during a water
festival at
Wehrspann
Lake in Chalco
Hills. -



! Omaha will expand its lead fight

By jupiTH NYGREN
WORLD-HERALDSTAFFWRITER

Omaha announced Monday
that it is expanding efforts to
reduce lead exposure among
children, with a $500,000 dona-
tion from Union Pacific serving
to kick-start the private-public
campaign.

Omaha’s Healthy Kids Alli-
ance is a new nonprofit organiz-
ation charged with moving lead
abatement beyond the feder-

ally funded yard cleanup to a
more comprehensive approach
to eliminating lead, Mayor
Mike Fahey said. One of its pri-
mary charges will be reducing
exposure from lead paint.

Eastern sections of Omaha
are designated as a federal Su-
perfund site, opening the way
for the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to move in with a
$100 million-plus cleanup of
contaminated soil. Hundreds of

yards have beencleaned so far.

The Community Advisory
Group, which is monitoring the
EPA cleanup, has long main-
tained that Omaha also needs to
address indoor sources of lead.
That’s where Omaha's Healthy
Kids Alliance steps in, Fahey
said.

The alliance still is in its for-
mative stage. But once estab-
lished, it is expected to provide
education about contamination,
as well as financial help for

cleaning up lead not eliminated

QP-26-05
by the EPA.

Nebraska’s congressional
delegation is working to secure
federal money for the effort.
The City of Omaha alsc could
qualify for grants. Any addi-
tional money likely will come
from private charities and or-
ganizations, said Joe Bateman
with Union Pacific.

The Omaha-based railroad
has been identified by the fed-
eral government as a contribu-

See Lead: Page 2

Liead: Union Pacific gives $500,000 to campaign

in new cases of children with ele-

Other cities that have taken a
vated blood lead levels.

similar approach to containing
indoor contamination have seen
lead levels drop dramatically
among children, Batemnan said.
Ten years after launching its
lead ahatement program, New
York reported an 82 percent drop

Bateman said his company’s
contribution to the new alliance
was unrelated toits talkks with the
EPA. Union Pacific has always
maintained that lead paint poses
the greatest contamination risk.
And this initiative addresses that
problem, he said.

Continued from Page 1

tor to outdoor lead contamina-
tion. As a result, the EPA is
demanding that Union Pacific
pay a share of Omaha’s yard
cleanup. The two sides continue
to negotiate the exact amount of
Union Pacific’s liability.

When Omaha officials ac-
cepted the Superfund designa-
tion, Fahey said, “we said it’s all
about thekids.”

Tt stillis, he said.




Rein in the NRD 5 5005

It his Sept. 14 letter, John Schwope
criticized the lawsuit by several
Washington County landowners to
block the Papio-Missouri River Natu-
ral Resources District from forming
a partnership with a private firm to
build a dam near 192nd Street and
West Dodge Road.

Perhaps if Schwope would better
represent the people who elected him
to the NRD board, lawsuits would be
unpecessary.

Many years ago, the Papio NRD
provided the valuabie service of pro-
tecting the citizens against flooding.
After building a series of dams, the
NRD apparently had extra tax dol-
lars, so it decided to bless us with
miles and miles of recreational trails.

Now, in addition to the trails, the
NRD has decided to build a few more
dams in questionable areas. It seems
rather apparent to me and many oth-
ers that this move would benefit real-
estate developers a lot more than it
would help flood control.

The Papio NRD has become a dan-
gerous, uncontrolled organization
and needs tobe watched very closely.

Max C. Meier, Papillion

DWH
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Unwise spending

The letter by Papio NRD board
member John Schwope proves that he
does not fully understand the law-
suits filed against the NRD. Perhaps
he should read the actual documents.

The landowners are concerned
with the NRD’s out-of-control spend-
ing. :

Mr. Schwope believes the NRD is
saving taxpayer dollars with public-
private partneyrships. How ¢an this be
true when these projects are not nec-
essary inthe first place?

It's like buying something on sale
thatyou don't need.

Developers, not the NRD, should
control the excessive storm-water
rumoff they create. Why should the
landowners in Washington County
pay for their lack of respect for the
land?

Shawn Melotz, Omaha

wae
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Prospect of ban on new wells
triggers ‘frenzy’ of drilling

M The state’s water law will seek to protect

overtapped supplies.
=

-2 -0 5

By Paur HamMmeL
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU

LINCOLN — A possible halt
next year in the drilling of new
irrigation wells has prompted a
frenzy of drilling activity, partic-
ularly in the Elkhorn and Loup
River basins of northeast and
central Nebraska.

Whether there will be a mora-
torium won’t be decided until the
end of this year, but just in case,
dozens of farmers are making
the $60,000 to $90,000 gamble to
sink a weil and install a center-pi-
vot system.

“We tried to avoid this feeding
frenzy, but we couldn’t figure cut
how,” said Ann Bleed, acting di-
rector of the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.
“Farmers have figured out, ‘We
may net be able to put in a well
nextyear.’ So, bingo.”

The reason is anew state water
law that seeks to slow or halt de-
velopment in areas where pump-
ing from groundwater and
streams has outpaced supply,

Most of the western half of Ne-
braska already is under such a
moratorium to protect against
depleting aquifers and drying up
streams.

In areas along the Elkhorn and
Loup Rivers, natural resources
managers think their districts
will be declared fully appropri-
ated.

If that happens, & moratorium
of three to five years would be
placed on driiling new irrigation
wells, “while local natural re-
sources districts determine
whether enough water is avail-
able for existing uses.

There are people “who are es-
sentially' gambling and trying to
beat the deadline,” said Butch
Koehlmoos, general manager of
the Ord-based Lower Loup Natu-
ral Resources Distriet.

“People are afraid if they don’t
doit right now, they won't be able
to,” said Brian Whitesel of Sar-
gent Irrigationin Neligh.

The 1é-county Lower Loup

Natural Resources District has
seen almost a doubling of
weil-drilling activity. There have
been 275 well-construction per-
mits issued as of Wednesday,
compared with 177 all of last
year.

In the Lower Elkhorn Natural
Resources District, based in Nor-
falk, about 270 well-construction
permits have been taken out so
far this year, compared with 221
lastyear.

The Upper Elkhorn district,
based in“0'Neill, has issued 139
new well permits, 19 more than
all of last year.

Bleed said there’s no guaran-
tee that any of the districts will
be declared fully appropriated,
thus setting off a moratorium.
Critical data in making that de-
termination are pending from
state university researchers, she
said.

The well-drilling rush could
damage water resources, If wa-
ter use in an area is already at its
maximum, ‘she said, the new
wells will push it past the limit.
That could leave someone with
an expensive new well that can-
notbeused,
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New public works chief embr

g-25-05

By MicuaeL O'CoNNeOR
AND Tom Smaw

WORLD-HERALD
STAFFWRITERS

Bob Stubbe says he knows his
performance as Omaha's new
public works director won’t be
judged only on hew quickly ma-
jor street construction is fin-
ished.

The little things, he said, also
will define his success.

Potholes and snowy neigh-
borhood streets are equally im-
portant to the public, Stubbe
said. |

He said evaluating the city’'s

Snow re-
moval plans
and looking
for possible
improve-
ments will
be a top pri-
ority. ‘
Another
key issue
will be car-
rying out
recommendations from a city
task force that made recom-
mendations for speeding up
road construction projects.

Stubbe

Metropolitan Utilities District, .

will take over the city post Oct.
17. :

As public works director,
Stubbe will be in charge of the
city’s street construction and
maintenance, snow removal
and wastewater treatment,

Stubbe, 52, has been with

MUD for 29 vears and is the

. utility’s vice president for en-

gineering and construction.
He will be Omaha'’s: highest-
paid city employee,

His annual salary \'m'll'be
$130,000. That beats the

aces challenge

$127,324 salary of City Attor-
ney Paul Kratz, who has been
the highest-paid.

Stubbe’s salary is more than
$30,000 above the salaries paid
to recent public works direc-
tors Hank Vieregger and Norm
Jackman. Vieregger, a long-
time ¢ity employee, retired last
week after nine months as pub-
lic works director. Vieregger
took over for Jackman, who re-
signed in January.

Mayor Mike Fahey said
Stubbe’s pay matches his expe-
rience and was meant fo be

Stubbe, a top official with the

SeeStubbe: Page2

Stubbe: Coordinating street, utility work a priority

Continued from Page 1
competitive with the private
sector. Stubbe earned a salary of
$117,000with MUD.

Fahey said a major part of
Stubbe’s job will be to oversee
the coordination of city street
projects and utility projects. A
World-Herald investigation last
year revealed that a key factor in
the slow pace of streect construc-
tion was poor coordination of
utility work.

Stubbe attended most of the
meetings of the mayor’s road
construction task force.

Fahey said Stubbe impressed
him and others with his back-
ground and his knowledge of
both the utility business and con-
struction. In his current MUD
job, Stubbe frequently works
with city staff, Fahey said,

“We were very familiar with
Bob, and the timing was perfect
for both of us,” Fahey said.
“What better experience than
having someone who is very fa-
miliar withone of the utilities.”

Stubbe said he also has worked
with county and state roads offi-
cials, as well as contractors.

“It’s somewhat similar to the
responsibilities that 1 have with
the district,” Stubbe said of the
city position, “and I looked at it
as anew challenge tomy career.”

It’s not unusual for the city to
hire a public works director
from outside the ranks of city
empiocyees.

The past two public works di-
rectors were promoted from
within the city. But former Pub-
lic Works Director Don Elliott
was hired from the outside in
1995.

A native of Sioux Falls, 8.D.,,
Stubbe received his bachelor’s

degree in civil engineering from
South Dakota State University.

He moved to Omaha in 1976
and started working for MUD.

He is a past superintendent of
water distribution and construc-
tion for the utility. His past du-
ties for MUD also include over-
seeing the district’s emergency
response to water and gas prob-
lems. He was named to his cur-
rent positionin 1999.

Stubbe received amaster’s de-
gree in engineering from the
University of Nebraska in 1979.
Stubbe is married with three
children.
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HAPPENINGS
around the Region

A $1.5 million art project planned for the Qwest Center Omaha
is slated for completion by April 2007. Bronze statues of a mime, a
12-foot-tall man on stilts, a juggler and jazz musicians will be
arranged in front of the building to represent the fun entertainment
going on inside the facility. This exterior display will aiso include
steel spheres, which will visually tie in with a group of spheres
suspended from the ceiling inside the building.

An archeological dig has been underway south of Glenwood
periodically since late last year. Artifacts uncovered thus far
include pottery, charcoal, debris from stone tools, and corn
kemels. The kernels are important discoveries because they can
be used to help date the artifacts and thus the site. The team
working on the project hopes to find enough good artifact
samples to have the site placed on the National Register of
Historic Places.

One hundred acres north of Haworth Park and south of the
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Environmental Trust.

Il communities want to provide their citizens with

A.:afe drinking water and adequate wastewater

reatment. However, when improvements must be
made to these systems, cities often struggle to find funding
sources for the groundwork needed for infrastructure projects.
In an effort to ensure water quality for all lowans, the [owa
Finance Authority (IFA) is launching a loan program
specifically for entities in the early stages of water pollution
control or drinking water projects.

New Planning and Design Loans will offer 0% interest for
up to three years and do not include an initiation or servicing
tee. In addition, there is no minimum or maximum loan amount.
Eligible costs include engineering fees, archaeoiogical surveys,
environmental studies, and fees related to project plan
preparation and submission. The loans may be rolled into a
State Revolving Fund (SRF) construction loan or can be repaid
when permanent financing is committed. The project planning
and design costs must be directly related to the
proposedwastewater, storm water or drinking water projects.

Besides conununities and counties, qualitied entities
include regional sewer/water districts, conservancy districts
and water authorities eligible for water pollution control and
drinking water SRF loans. Also, private and not-for-profit
facilities cligible for drinking water SRF loans may apply for

Fontenelle Forest's Great Marsh/Hidden Lake habitat restoration

¥ project in Bellevue will be developed into a muiti-million park over the next four years through an agreement betwee
the city and the Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District (P-MRNRD). The Kramer Power Plant had been
located on this site until it was recently dismantied. The Bellevue wastewater treatment plant still on the site will be
shut down, according to the city. Costs for the development will be shared by Bellevue, the NRD, and the Nebraska

IFA offers planning and design loans for water projects

Planning and Design Loans. For more information go to
www.ifahome.com or www,jowasrf.com; Lori Beary at 515-242-
4965 or lori bearvi@iowa.gov; and Tracy Scebold at 515-281-
4003, tracy.scebold@iowa.gov .

Receive What’s
Happening by e-mail

any jurisdictions, .
businesses, and individuals ~
have signed up to receive the

MAPA What’s Happening newsletter by e-
mail. This is a reminder to those of you who
haven’t done so yet that you can sign up at
any time. Just e-mail pjesse@mapacog.org with your e-mail
address and you will be added to the list. The newsletter will
still be mailed, however, and you may continue to receive it that
way if you prefer, Many of your e-mail addresses have
changed, too, because many come back every month and we
can’t always track them down to get the new address. So if
yours has changed, please let us know so we may update our
[ist. Thank you.
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Water rules won't kick in

3 A state official
says usage is not out
of balance with
supply in seven of
the state’s 13
watersheds.

L P
A
By Davin HENDEE
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

A big chunk of Nebraska will
avoid strict water regulation
next year, after ail.

The region covers much of
central and eastern Nebraska—
including the Elkhern and Loup
River basins, where a frenzy of
irrigation-well drilling is under
way by farmers worried about
staying ahead of new state con-
trols.

Ann Bleed, acting director of
the Nebraska Department of
Natural Resources, told The
World-Herald on Tuesday that
the agency’s initial evaluation
indicates that water usage is not
out of balance with the suppiy in
seven of the state’s 13 river ba-
sins or other watersheds, The
decision affects land ranging
from the Sand Hills to the south-
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£ff the hook

These basins, sub-basins or stretches of rivers won't be designated as fully
appropriated Jan. 1 by the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources:

H Loup River Basin (No. 5 onmap
above)

W Elkhom River Basir: (No. 2 on map)
[ Platie River and its tributaries
below its confluence with the Loup
River (porticn of No. 10)

M Niobrara River Basin below the
area already determined to be fully
appropriated in the Upper
Niobrara-White Natural Resources

THE WORLD-HERALD

District (portion of No. 2)

il Nemaha River Basin (No. 13)

B Al remaining tributaries to the
Missouri River {No. 8}

H Those portions of the Little Blue
and Big Blue River Basins where
groundwater is not hydrologically
connected to the Platie River (portiori
of No. 11)

eastern tip of the state, includ-
ing the Omaha and Lincoln met-
ropolitan areas.

As aresult, the areas that had
been under study by the depart-
ment won’t be determined this

year to be fully appropriated, a
designation that would have
launched a series of controls in-
tended to balance supply and de-
mand.

See Water: Page?

Water: Basins not overappropriated, otficial says

Continued from Page 1

“Next year, some or all {of
these basins or watersheds)
could be fullty appropriated, but
it won’t be this vear,” Bleed said
from Bridgeport between meet-
ings with natural resources dis-
tricts in western Nebraska.

Bleed’s early announcement
of the department’s findings
takes the state off a collision
course with Nebraska’'s 23 natu-
ral resources districts. The dis-
tricts recently agreed to oppose
new rules that the department
plans to use to determine
whether a basin is fully appropri-

ated. District officials talked of
suing rhe state.

The State Attorney General’s
Office brokered talks last week
in Kearney between the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and
the districts. Bleed said she
hoped the early decision helps
both sides in the dispute focus on
resolving their differences.

Dean Edson, executive direc-
tor of the Nebraska Association
of Resources Districts, said
Bleed's decision will give the
state and the districts more time
to updare computer models and
ather information in the water-

sheds under study. The data will .

show the extent of the connection
between underground water and
water in the watersheds’ streams
andrivers.

Acting under anew state water
law, the Department of Natural
Resources last year designated
all or portions of eight districts in
central and western Nebraska as
fully appropriated. Areas of the
Platte River system in that re-
gion were later designated as
overappropriated, meaning that
demand exceeds supply.

The department is required by
law to review each of the state’s

13 major river basins each year
to determine whether any are
fuily appropriated. That report is
still scheduled to be released by
Jan. 1, but the watersheds named
Tuesday are no longer potential
targets.

Edson said he hasn’t seen the
department’s new maps, but it
appears that at least apieceof the
Tri-Basin Natural Resources
District in south-central Ne-
braska and a stretch of the Platte
River in the Upper Big Blue dis-
trict may be on track to be desig-
nated as fuily appropriated later
this vear.




