NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

ACTIVITY REPORT within the P-MRNRD

SEPTEMBER 2006
CONSERVATION PLANNING/APPLICATION
· Blair field office (FO) staff wrote 14 conservation plans for Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and 5 plans for conservation compliance.
· Ralph Arauza, Blair NRCS, assisted the NRCS Water Quality Team with the survey of TBR Animal Waste System.
· Blair FO has 46 conservation applications for fall construction; 26 have been approved.  They also have 44 miscellaneous NRD cost-share applications for FY2007.  These applications include CRP/CCRP seeding, pasture renovation, tree planting, Pheasants Forever/wildlife habitat seeding, field buffer/filter strip seeding and cropland conversion; 18 are completed and paid for $11,873.60; 204.4 acres seeded and 1,900 trees planted. 
· Burt County has begun surveying terrace projects to be completed this fall; 30 terrace projects are scheduled for fall completion.  
· Justin Linder, NRCS Tekamah, was detailed to assist with modifying range assessments for existing Conservation Security Program contracts in Gage, Saline, Thayer and Pawnee Counties.  
· Justin Linder, NRCS Burt County, completed a Status Review Appeal review with a producer in Sarpy County.   
· Thurston County approved 10 Conservation Assistance Program (CAP) applications for fall; they also approved 8 EQIP applications.  
· Two terrace projects and 1 waterway project was surveyed in Thurston County. 
· Dakota County completed over 1,750 acres of conservation plan revisions during September; approved 3 applications for water and sediment control basins for fall construction, 2 of which are in the Pigeon/Jones Watershed; completed the design for a grass waterway slated for fall installation.
· Dakota County had 3 applications for CRP seeding cost share.  
· Omaha FO staff met with the Farm Service Agency County Committee to discuss highly erodible compliance pertaining to a good faith determination requested by a Douglas County farmer.  
· Omaha FO revised 6 conservation plans to 100% notill.
· Omaha FO staff completed field visits for wetland determinations for 3 Sarpy County rehab sites.  
· Omaha FO has 20 terrace/tile projects scheduled for fall completion.
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY INCENTIVES PROGRAM (EQIP)
· Blair FO completed 3 payments for terraces, cross-fencing and a livestock pipeline for $10,680.65. 
· Tekamah FO has been in contact with several EQIP producers with a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan in their contract to try to guide them in the correct nutrient analysis and applications.  
· Three terrace projects and 2 waterway projects were surveyed in Thurston County and work has been started on mapping manure application sites for 2 operators who requested assistance with phosphorus risk assessment.  
· Dakota County completed 2 pasture fence and pipeline project designs; they have 2 grade control dams under design. 
· Burt County has processed EQIP payments for Technical Service Provider work on an animal waste facility and a grazing system.  
· Omaha FO received 2 new applications for surge valve irrigation.
· Omaha FO completed one contract revision.
WETLAND RESERVE ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM (WREP)

WETLAND RESERVE PROGRAM (WRP)
· One new WRP application has been received in Burt County to be processed and sent to the Wetlands Team in Syracuse.  
· Construction is in progress for 2 WRP sites in Burt County for restoration of the wetland construction; field construction inspections are being conducted.  Burt County also has 2 additional WRP construction sites that will begin construction soon.   
· Dakota County has a restoration project underway with completion projected for this fall.  
CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM (CRP) 
CONTINUOUS CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM (CCRP)

· Blair FO completed 19 CRP contracts for the 2007 CRP general signup.

· Blair FO completed a payment for 5.1 acres of CRP field borders.  

· Blair FO reports 13 landowners used the Managed Haying and Grazing option on 508.4 CRP acres.  

· CRP 2007 reenrollment contracts have been completed in Burt County and sent to the Farm Service Agency (FSA) for approval.  

· Burt County also completed a field visit with a producer to evaluate CRP stand for reseeding.  

· Thurston County completed 1 filter strip Conservation Plan of Operation.

· Dakota County completed plans on 36 general CRP reenrollment contracts.  

· Omaha FO completed 4 CRP contracts for the 2007 CRP general signup.  

CUNNINGHAM LAKE WATERSHED 
· Blair FO NRD staff completed 1 incentive contract for 61.6 acres in Cunningham Lake Watershed.  
PIGEON/JONES CREEK WATERSHED

· Repair work on post-construction erosion was approved for Site 5; the work will be completed this fall.
· Neil Stockfleth, Dakota City NRCS, participated in an interview with KMEG Television in Sioux City on the P/J project. 
INFORMATION/EDUCATION

· Terry Schumacher, Blair NRD, participated in the Pheasants Forever Youth Mentor Hunt.  

· The Dakota County FO staff provided news items for the NRD share page published in the Dakota County Star for the month of September.  Article topics included:  Widespread Notill Planting Protects Dakota County Cropland, Extended Emergency CRP Grazing Period, and Fall Noxious Weed Control.  Photos with captions were included of the P-MRNRD Board meeting held in Dakota City, Stockfleth and landowner discussing conservation plans in the field, groundbreaking for the Bison Turnout project near Winnebago, and the Household Hazardous Waste collection day held in Hubbard.    
DISTRICT PROGRAMS
· Twenty-seven applications for the conservation aid position in Walthill were analyzed; 6 interviews were conducted.  
· Walthill NRD staff mowed around Pigeon Creek and Tekamah Mud structures.  
TRAINING/MEETINGS
· Blair FO NRCS staff completed the on-line privacy training.  
· Andy Bohnenkamp, Tekamah NRCS, attended a Volunteer Coordinator meeting in Grand Island.  Congratulations to Andy, he was selected to be on the Nebraska NRCS Volunteer Coordinator Committee.  
· Justin Linder and SamThomas, NRCS staff, attended stream bank stabilization training held by the US Army Corps of Engineers.   
· Walthill FO staff completed Security Literacy & Basics course.  
· Neil Stockfleth, NRCS, staffed an information booth on conservation programs and the Pigeon/Jones Watershed project at the Dakota-Thurston Pheasants Forever banquet on September 21.  Over 500 people attended the event.  
Reported by: Robert Hall, Resource Conservationist, NRCS, Omaha, October 12, 2006
