Agenda Item: 12,

MEMORANDUM

TO THE BOARD:

SUBJECT:  General Manager Report

DATE: October 5, 2007

FROM: John Winkler, General Manager

A.

INFORMATION/EDUCATION REPORT: A copy of the I&E Report detailing
Information and Education activities for the month of September, 2007, is attached for your
review.

1. The Board will be briefed on the results of the P-MRNRD opinion survey by Joan Lucas of
Leslie, Kline and Lucas at the October 11" Board meeting,

2. Christine J acobsen will be updating the Board on P-MRNRD educational activities at the
October 11™ meeting.

MISCELLANEOUS/PERSONNEL ITEMS:

1. Amanda Grint has been hired as the District’s Stormwater Engineer. Ms. Grint
previously worked for Olsson and Associates. Her first day of employment will be
November 5, 2007. We all look forward to welcoming Amanda to the P-MRRND team.

2. Staff member Ryan Trapp, formerly Lead Groundskeeper at Walnut Creek, has
accepted a lateral transfer to Medium Equipment Operator at the O&M Headquarters.
The transfer was effective October 2, 2007.

REPORT ON PURCHASES — CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES, PERSONAL PROPERTY: Pursuant to Board direction, attached is a report
indicating construction services, professional services and personal property purchases for the
month of September, 2007. Please review this report and contact me if you have any
questions.

CURRENT AND ON-GOING PROJECTS — P-MRNRD LEGAL COUNSEL: Attached
is a copy of the current and on-going projects for District Legal Counsel, Paul Peters, as of
September 17, 2007. I would ask each Director to review this listing. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE: Attached is a written report from Rich Lombardi and Julie
Erickson regarding activities during the month of September, 2007.




PAPILLION CREEK WATERSHED PARTNERSHIP REPORT: Attached is the
Papillion Creek Watershed Partnership Monthly Update for September, 2007, Please review
and if you have any questions, contact me. The next Partnership meeting will be held on
October 18, 2007 at 9:00 a.m. at the NRC.

STRATEGIC PLANNING SESSION: We have scheduled our Strategic Planning Session
for Saturday, December 8, 2007 at Mahoney State Park. The meeting will begin promptly
at 9:00 am. and I am anticipating a completion time of early afternoon at 2:00 p.m.,,
however, we can end the session as early or as late as we need to.

The agenda will be formulated over the next few months, therefore, if you have any specific
items you would like the group to address please forward them to me.

As you are aware this is a very exciting time for the District and this planning session will
be a great opportunity to lay out the future direction of the Papio NRD as we address a
myriad of issues and continue to pursue our statutory missions.

If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me.

WORKERS COMP LOSS CONTROL SURVEY RESULTS: A loss control survey was
conducted at the P-MRNRD on August 15,-2007 by Monty Hoyle, Zeigle Consulting
Associates, Inc. I have attached a letter reporting the findings of the survey, The survey report
states, “You have a pro-active formal safety program in place. Your safety efforts include
regular maintenance of equipment, scheduled safefy meetings and training of all employees.”
All District employees are to be commended for their efforts to maintain a safe working
environment.

P-MRNRD RECEIVES NATIONAL LAND PROTECTION AWARD: Attached is a
news release from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announcing that the District received the
National Land Protection Award on October 4™ at the 20" Annual Natural Land Conservation
Conference held in Denver, CO. Jim Becic, Environmental Coordinator accepted the award
on behalf of the District. The District received the award for, “outstanding conservation work
that resulted in wetland restoration and the donation of 2,000 acres to the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service to establish Boyer Chute National Wildlife Refuge.” It was also noted that,
“The Papio-Missouri River District is unique and has demonstrated outstanding leadership in
the conservation of the soil, water and wildlife resources along the Missouri River Corridor.”

NEWS CLIPS:

v August 23, 2007, Hitchcock Co. News article — “Friends of River® challenge legality of
LB 701

v" August 30, 3007, Grant Tribune-Sentinel article — URNRD to seek full 10-cent levy to

guarantee bond repayment

September 14, 2007, Blair Enterprise article — Water fight could be costly

September 15, 2007, Omaha World Herald article — Papio-Missouri NRD cuts rate

because of surplus

v' September 16, 2007, Omaha World Herald article — Park cleanups precede celebration

AN




v' September 18, 2007, Omaha World Herald article — Counties draft alternative to dam
plan. Douglas residents are invited to learn about a Douglas-Washington initiative that
calls on landowners to control storm runoff.

v’ September 19, 2007, Omaha World Herald article — Annexation by Papillion won’t hike
Walnut Creek camp fees

v September 24, 2007, Omaha World Herald article — Heineman asks Kansas to be patient
on water. Nebraska has made progress and is committed to fulfilling its obligations
under the Republican River compact, he says.

v’ September 26, 2007, Omaha World Herald article — County may co-fund dam study.

The Douglas County Board considers spending $30,000 to join in a UNO study of how

proposed dams would affect home values.

September 28, 2007, Omaha World Herald article — NRD again seeks bond authority for

dams.

September 28, 2007, Omaha World Herald Public Pulse letter by John Larsen — Put an

end to waste

October 2, 2007, Blair Pilot-Tribune article — Legislative panels hear pros and cons of

NRD bonding.

October 3, 2007, Omaha World Herald article — Study may answer questions on dams.

October 3, 2007, Omaha World Herald article — Sarpy’s cleanup plan cheered. The

county wants a former fertilizer plant location prepared for redevelopment and

recreational uses.

October 4, 2007, Omaha World Herald article — NRD receives award

October 5, 2007, Papillion Times article —~ Walnut Creek Lake transferred to city

October 5, 2007, Omaha World Herald editorial — The right plan, Missouri River would

benefit from balanced approach under new legislation.
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September 2007

Information & Education Report

Information

¢

SO OO OO D

Coordinated World-Herald Award to Keep Omaha Beautiful

Planned Walnut Creek Transmission Event

Annual Report Published In Omaha W-H

Completed Opinion Survey coordination

Published redesigned Papio Trails brochure and distributed to Bike shops.
Worked with staff and IMS to produce a display for World O! Water
Published SPECTRUM newsletter

Began planning for Fall Home and Garden Show at Qwest Center

Education

O

O.d

N s s o I

Participated in Planning Committee for 2007 World O! Water

Coordinated Children’s Area

Arranged for Fantastic Fun River Run to be here

Coordinated NRD/Partnership booth

Worked with Park Staff to plan for parking, and additional site needs

Arranged for delivery of 800 trees to be given away at NRD booths
e Held event on September 16—estimated 3000 in attendance

Held PLT/WET Teacher workshop, trained 15 pre-service teachers

Developed game for Water Quality Open, coordinated staffing of Papio-NRD

booth

Presented Wildlife CSI to Millard South Environmental Studies Class

Delivered trees to Heron Haven for Open House

Presented GPS programming to all 3 Bellevue Middle Schools

Presented prairie and owl programs to St. Mary’s School

Coordinated Arbor Park Field Day funding

Presented GPS program to Millard South Environmental Studies Class

Met with Do/Sarpy County Extension on Rain Gardens

Continued working on additions to LEP curriculum with writing team

Continued planning for October Statewide I&E meeting in Nebraska City

Printed and Mailed out “Cultivation” Teacher newsletter
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RESOURCES

8201 5. 154th Street
Omaha, NE 68138-3621
402-444-6222
www.papionrd.org

Updated: September 17, 2007

Current and On-Going Projects
P-MRNRD Legal Counsel

@ = Top Priority

F = Future Work — No Assignment

N =New Assignment

O = Others Handling

W = Work in Progress

P = PFP’s Portion Completed .

¢ Little Papio: (Cleveland)

& Land transfer agreement w/Douglas County (N)
e Big Papio : (Cleveland)
o West Branch (Cleveland):

O Land Exchange with Sarpy Co. (96tl1 St} (P)

o  Western Sarpy Dike (Cleveland):

© Bundy ROW preparation (potentially modify ROW/offer) (N)

© Amended drainage ditch easements on Hickey (First National Property) (P)
@ Hansen ROW Condemnation settlement (W)

& Glasshoff and Horn levee easement (W)

o Floodway Purchase Program (Woodward):

O Floodway Property purchase agreements as needed (F)
O King Lake purchase agreement (F)

e Trail Projects (Bowen):

& Mopac Trail (Hwy 50 to Lied Bridge) — NEBCO purchase agreement; Educational Land &
Funds condemnation; closings (W)

¢ Missouri River Corridor Project (Becic):

0O California Bend — Appeal District Court ruling on Wright’s tenant (Arp) (W)
& Mo. River Trail - ROW closings (W)
@ Missouri River Trail — Qwest Relocation Payment (N}



¢ USDA P.L. 566 Projects, Silver Creeck and Pigeon/Jones Watershed (Puls/Cleveland):

Pigeon/Jones Creek Site Easements — as needed (F)

Pigeon/Jones Site 15 Design Contract w/Olsson and Associates (N)
Silver Creek Site Easements— as needed (Site #11 and #9 ROW) (W)
Release of Site S-7 Easement (W)

5-31 — Handle Moore condemnation (W)

S-32 Permits from City of Bellevue (N)

000000

o Papio Watershed Dam Sites (Woodward/Petermann):

@ Amend Omaha/Elkhorn Agreement for DS-13 (W)

¢ Papio Creek Watershed Partnership (Stormwater) (Woodward):

¢ Rural Water Projects: (Sklenar)

¢ Elkhorn River Public Access Sites (Sklenar):

o Other:

O Kennard Wastewater Interlocal Agreement (Woodward) (P)

/pt/peters/project//2007 - September



QOctober 8, 2007

TO: Mr. John Winkler, General Manager and Members of the Board of
Directors of the Papio-Missouri Natural Resources District

FROM: Richard A. Lombardi and Julie S. Erickson, Registered Lobbyists
American Communications Group, Inc.

RE: Legislative Update

Please excuse our absence from this month’s meeting of the Board. I would like to report
to the Board regarding our progress in our advocacy towards passage of legislation that
will enable the Board to bond for future projects.

This past month has been extremely active one for both your lobbyists and your District
staff.

We were honored to have had Legislative members from across our State to be your
guests for the day on September 27", Our feedback from Legislators and staff has been
quite positive about the wonderful hospitality and information that was provided during
their visits. All members of the Legislature’s Natural Resources Committee minus
Senator Wallman and numerous Legislative staff were your guests for the tour, lunch and
hearing (like you’re Board Meetings the hearing lasted five hours). Senator McGill and
Urban Affairs Committee Senator Mike Friend attended the afternoon hearing.

Preparation for these events began several months ago when the interim study resolution
was introduced by Senator Kopplin and discussions with Legislative Committee staff
about logistics and information occurred. Prior to the tour and hearing staff of the District
and Members of the Partnership discussed testimony and coordinated personnel to speak
about the needs of the watershed. Subsequent interagency discussions took place between
the District, DEQ, City of Omaha, and Legislative Staff to insure that a comprehensive
look at the issue of the watershed, storm water, and water quality would be addressed.

The tour was an invaluable educational tool. Nothing is better than actually seeing the
area that public policy is talking about. The Committee and staff really found the time
they spent touring the District was very helpful. Those Board Members who attended the
hearings witnessed first hand the significant change in the type of questions that were
asked of testifiers. The impact was still quite evident during the Legislature’s public
hearing conducted the next day.

The major accomplishment of this activity is that we believe that the Legislature is quite
serious about the intensity of the challenge that the watershed is facing. Although not
clear on the solution, the Committee seems to share a concern about the urgency of this



issue and appears willing to do “something’. We also had an opportunity to listen to the
Comrmittee’s questions. We are assembling information that might further clarify the
concerns of the Legislative Committee as well as reviewing our current legislation for
changes that might accommodate some of the Committee’s concerns.

We are currently in the individual follow up mode with the Legislature. The Natural
Resources Committee will be the likely Committee whose jurisdiction it will be to
wrestle with this issue. That is why it was so important to have most of the Committee
visit the watershed. During the month of October we will be following up with members
of the Committee as well as members of the partnership. It is imperative that all local
legislators are communicated with via their local public officials to insure a seamless
strategy of advocacy. There are two members of the Natural Resources Committee that
have constituents in the District. The bulk of Legislators in the Papio-Missouri Natural
Resources District are not represented on the Natural Resources Committee, therefore it
is important to conduct parallel communications with the local elected Legislators.

We were pleased to have been joined during the tour, lunch and the hearing by the
leadership of the State Department of Environmental Quality. The Department actually
served as the convener for the tour and they have been extremely helpful in providing
information to the Committee. The Department is a necessary partner for our success. We
are fortunate that the Department has determined that this is an important process to
assist.

The Natural Resources Committee heard two days of hearings on urban water issues.
There appears to be a mutual appreciation that this challenge is as significant as last
years’ Republican River controversy.- We have not reached a point of consensus on this
issue and probably won’t until well into the Session. However, the urgency is there and
there is a willingness by a diverse group of Legislators to wrestle with this issue.

We wish to thank the Board Members who were able to attend part of the day. We want
to thank the Papio-Missouri Natural Resources District staff for making this a successful
month for Legislative visits.




MONTHLY UPDATE

SEPTEMBER 2007

The Partnership held a meeting on September
20, 2007 to discuss upcoming legislative
hearings, the status of the Stage IV HDR study,
public outreach being coordinated by IMS, and
state stormwater grant funding. Full meeting
minutes and other materials are updated
regularly on the Partnership’s new website:
www.papiopartnership.org.

State Stormwater Legislation
Partnership members planned testimony and a

tour for state legislators as part of the LR 94
hearing. LR 94 is intended to gather
information on stormwater issues in the
Papillion Creek Watershed, including the need
for general obligation financing by the Papio-
Missouri River NRD. The hearing for LR 94
was held on September 27, 2007 at 1:00 PM at
the Natural Resources Center in Chalco Hills
(8901 S. 154 Street). A tour before the hearing
helped senators visualize stormwater problems
and potential solutions. Representatives from
Sarpy County, the City of Omaha, and the NRD

all testified at the hearing.

On the following day, September 28, 2007, a
hearing was held in Lincoln at the Capitol to
receive testimony on LR 113. LR 113 is
intended to gather information on state-wide
stormwater issues, including enabling
legislation for a stormwater utility fee. The
Cities of Omaha and Ralston were present at the
hearing and provided testimony.

Stage IV Technical Evaluation
HDR continued to evaluate different watershed

scenarios using hydrologic modeling. This
analysis is scheduled to be completed in
October and results will be reviewed by the
Partnership at its meeting on October 18, 2007,

Public Outreach and Involvement

Several Partnership entities were involved with
the 2007 Werld O! Water Festival heid at
Chalco Hills on Sunday, September 16,
Partnership contributions help sponsor this

7 [Peplilfien Greelk
suAWatenshed

Bt www.papiopartnership.org

event and new information boards prepared by
IMS were displayed at the Partnership’s booth.

Several Partnership representatives volunteered
their time on a beautiful Sunday afiernoon to
help inform over 3,000 kids and adults on issues
facing the safety and management of our area’s
water! Educational events like the World O!
Water Festival help communities in the
watershed meet their stormwater permit
requirements.

In October, Partnership members are planning
to meet with several public interest groups and
elected officials to explain the importance of the
Partnership and its mission!

“Green Roof” Workshop scheduled in
October

Using funds provided by LB 1226, Douglas
County and the City of Omaha have lined up a
“green roof” workshop to be held on October
25, 2007 at the Metropolitan Community
College Fort Omaha Campus. Partnership
members along with various other professionals
are expected to atfend this full-day workshop
aimed at bringing national expertise and “green
roof” examples to the Omaha area.



August 16, 2007

Ms. Pat Teer, Administrative Coordinator
Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District
8901 S. 154" Street

Omaha, NE 68138-3621

RE: Loss Control Survey
Policy #5313578

Dear Ms. Teer:

A loss control survey was conducted at the administrative offices of Papio-
Missouri River Natural Resources District in Omaha, NE on August 15, 2007. We
completed the survey on behalf of AIG Consultants, Inc. as it relates to the
Workers Compensation coverage underwritten by American International
Companies. The purpose of the visit was to review your safety and loss
prevention activities.

You have a pro-active formal safety program in place. Your safety efforts include
regular maintenance of equipment, scheduled safety meetings and training of all
employees.

A review of your loss records revealed that there have been two employee injuries
to date in the 2007 calendar year. The injuries included a slip and fall bruise and
a foreign object in the eye. Neither injury resulted in lost time.

| am pleased to report that no formal recommendations are being submitted at this
time.

Additional resources to enhance loss prevention efforts are available through the
AlG Risk Tool System. This web-based site can be accessed at
www.aigswe.com. When accessing the Partners in Productivity website, have
your policy close by so the following information can be entered:

o Policy Number
o Agent or Broker Number

“Our survey. of your operdtions -is for underwriting purposés and. 10-assist’ you in: your: loss-control: ‘detivities. However -HO
respansibility i3 assinned for-the discovery and elimination.of hazards which: could passxbly caicse actiderits. or damage at-dry facility
that is inspected. - Conipliance vith:any:submitled veconiendations: i no-way guaramees Hre fu!f Hment af. yaur ab[zgmmns a5 fay
be required by any local; state or federal laws.”



Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District
To: Ms Pat Teer, Administrative Coordinator
Visit Date: August 21, 2006
Page: 2

o Issuing Company
This valuable service is only available to current policyholders and their brokers.

Should you have any questions regarding the survey, do not hesitate to contact
Zeigle Consulting Associates, Inc. at (715) 743-3037. Thank you again for the
time and assistance extended during my visit.

Sincerely,

Monty Hoyle
Safety Consultant

cc. Cindy Prouty
Virtual MGU, Inc.
391 Totten Pond Road
Waltham, MA 02451

. N495 Arbutus Drlve * Nelllswlle, _Wiscorlsm 54456 & 715/ 743+ 3037 Phone * 71SI 743 3038 Fax *
: Tk zca@zca uga.com:- E-Mail: * Sl :



NEWS RELEASE

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Mountain-Prairie Region
134 Union Boulevard
Lakewood, Colorado 80228

For Immediate Release Contact: Larry Klimek, 712-642-4121, ext 5401

Nebraska’s Papio-Missouri River Natural Resource District Receives
National Land Protection Award .

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) will present the National Land Protection Award
to the Papio-Missouri River Natural Resource District (District) on October 4th at the 20"
annual National Land Conservation Conference to be held at the Adams Mark Hotel in
Denver, Colorado. Jim Becic, Environmental Coordinator will accept the award on behalf
of the District.

The award was established in 2001 by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Division of
Realty to recognize a private citizen, group, organization, corporation, or public agency
and their employees or volunteers, for their significant contribution to land protection for
fish and wildlife resources in partnership with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

“I"'m pleased to recognize the District for their outstanding conservation work that
resulted in wetland restoration and the donation of 2,000 acres to the Service to establish
Boyer Chute National Wildlife Refuge near Omaha, Nebraska,” said Eric Alvarez, Realty
Division Chief, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. “This acreage, along with development
of roads, trails, kiosks, fencing, fishing piers, and interpretive facilities has a value of $6
million. In 2005, the District donated an additional 700 acres valued at more than $1
million.”

The Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District is a local conservation agency in
Nebraska with broad responsibilities to protect and enhance the state’s natural resources.
The District’s mission is to wisely conserve, manage and enhance soil, water, wildlife,
and forest resources for the good of all people residing within the District's boundaries.
Much of the funding for the District’s resource management programs and projects
comes from property taxes collected in the area served by the District.

The Papio-Missouri River District is unique and has demonstrated outstanding leadership
in the conservation of the soil, water, and wildlife resources along the Missouri River
Corridor. Working in partnership with the Corps of Engineers, the District restored and
renovated wetlands along the Missouri River that were previously lost due to Corps
channelization for navigation. Their efforts have produced significant habitat



improvements for fish and wildlife and have provided public recreation benefits for
present and future generations of Americans.

A $6 million wetland renovation project completed by the District in 1996 returned more
than 2,000 acres to riparian wetlands and native vegetation. As part of the project, the
District developed recreation facilities including hiking trails, canoe launches, fishing
access, and educational interpretation of the natural resources with input from the
Service. The restoration of the 2% mile long chute {old river channel) in conjunction
with the Corps of Engineers, and the subsequent donation of the land and infrastructure to
the Service marked the beginning of the Boyer Chute National Wildlife Refuge. In 2005,
the District restored the Nathan’s Lake property and donated an additional 700 acres to
the Service for inclusion in the refuge.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal Federal agency responsible for
conserving, protecting and enhancing fish, wildlife and plants and their habitats for the
continuing benefit of the American people. The Service manages the 97-million-acre
National Wildlife Refuge System, which encompasses 548 national wildlife refuges,
thousands of small wetlands and other special management areas. It also operates 69
national fish hatcheries, 64 fishery resources offices and 81 ecological services field
stations. The agency enforces federal wildlife laws, administers the Endangered Species
Act, manages migratory bird populations, restores nationally significant fisheries,
conserves and restores wildlife habitat such as wetlands, and helps foreign and Native
American tribal governments with their conservation efforts. It also oversees the Federal
Assistance program, which distributes hundreds of millions of dollars in excise taxes on
fishing and hunting equipment to state fish and wildlife agencies.

~FWS -

For more information about the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
visit our home page at http://www.fws.gov
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Heineman asks Kansas to be patient on water
Nebraska has made progress and is committed to fulfilling its obligations
under the Republican River compact, he says. |

7lz4l07 :

By David Hendee

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

KEARNEY, Neb. — Gov. Dave Heineman appealed to Kansas on Monday to hold off seeking
legal sanctions against Nebraska for the state’s overuse of Republican River water. .

“Be a good neighbor,” Heineman said. “Work with us, not against us. We are making progress.”

Heineman said Nebraska’s estimated water deficit to Kansas for the five-year period of 2003
through 2007 will be close to 117,000 acre feet. That compares with a shortage estimated in January
at about 200,000 acre feet. ,

The new, lower estimate results in part from a wet year and cutbacks in irrigation by farmers in the
Republican basin. An equivalent amount of water would cover nearly 183 square miles a foot deep.

The lower deficit represents significant progress for Nebraska, Heitieman told state natural
resources district directors in Kearney for their annual conference. .

Nebraska has used more than its legal share of Republican River water each year since 2002, when
the state settled a U.S. Supreme Court case with Kansas and Colorado. The three states signed a
compact to share the water in 1943. '

Kansas Attorney General Paul Morrison warned last month that Nebraska’s strategy of goodfaith
efforts and tighter restrictions on irrigators wasn’t enough in the struggle over sharing Republican
River water, _ :

He pledged to take legal action against Neebraska before the end of the year. :

Heineman said in Kearney that Nebraska is committed to fulfilling its obligations under the three-
state compact. : :

Data collected by the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources indicate that even after Kansas
receives its full share for 2007, Nebraska could have a surplus of about 19,000 acre-feet of
Republican water, Heineman said. ‘

But ensuring continued compliance probably will require additional reductions in the amount of
underground water consumed by crops, Heineman said. _ ‘

“I realize this means that there are still difficult decisions ahead for our Republican River NRDs
when it comes to future water allocations,” he said.

Still, the governor said, new NRD plans aimed at integrating water management across Nebraska’s
portion of the basin mean there is a good chance the state’s overall use of water won’t exceed its

allocated supply in 2008.
“Qur goal ?spto meet our target next year and then work to ensure we meet that goal every year

” id. |
thTelrlZa:ttztré al:::l izle three main Republican basin NRDs are trying a new tactic to not overuse water. -
The NRDs are working on a new plan for managing groundwater pumped_ f01.' irrigation while .
maintaining adequate Republican River levels. The plan. would allow the districts to set rules an
regulations designed to keep Nebraska in compliance with the three-state compact. '
In the past, for example, the Nebraska Department of Ngtural Resources had to approve pumping
imi egulations. . -
hflx"ll:;sna:i :;rhg;erient maintains the NRDs’ local control, but it ?lso requires that th_elr pohcgf 5
work, said Jasper Fanning, general manager of the Upper Repubh_can NRD at Impena;. Ann ';e y
director of the Department of Natural Resourcesi(sald t‘;lhe a}[i:nf:y is nc;\;zaﬁzz interested in specific
i 1an it is in NRDs’ meeting goals to keep the state 1n com . " ’
r?‘glrlgsglslig;gnsibﬂity and flexibility to the districts and_ gives the state assu.rance’}hgy they’ll get
there,” Bleed said. “If they don’t, the state will step in (with rules and regulations).
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fundthe dams. .

E.U.. : N On Tuesday, they _.mw"..munn as
DR UNO professor  Steven Shultz
- WO .mmmhh_u@us.?._ , B - oﬂﬁnmn&m.m%_mhﬂo.”‘mamﬂw“ﬁ%n_%“
"+ TheDouglas County Board,an e Zﬂ@.mmﬁmﬂn ot _.n,a,m:u.. wE d ‘ g Cact that dams - ahd

opponent of a plan to biild as
, nwmﬂq as 29 dams, is considering
spending $30,000 on a study that -

nately, low-impact development
< porild have on thelocal real es- «
- tate market. The Unjversity of -

Dotiglas County has be
cal opperient of the dams; adgu:
*‘ing that the NRD's flan is an ex-

port the analysis after a few.of -
its - membérs :raised concerns
“that the findings could under

o subsidize dams that Benefit

o o il > i ‘eosily: form of ; x Water Center'is pro-
e oy Tlons 1 1 nillion on dams fn the Omaha: liehesaid: . - % Conrlanddoesno B kea Douglas Couny will decidenext
. mumuaoumuw. e metroabed. - . el e - Thiy aldo riedd to-k Lot the | 1p area Waterways as rég n.:..w m., * Douglas County sl decidenext

e oera n a - That sibility . i exactly . cost and benefit of pursuing by federal law. Commissioners - eining$30,000, -~ |
ing bécoming partners on a - ‘That - possibility . e o tmatar conaningd&: 126t week agreed t0 oppose any 530,000,

study rejected just three months

ago by the Papio-Missouri River -

. Natural Resources District..

why Dotplas Couinty needs to

getinvolved ih thé study by Uni-

" velopment, the county'salteria-
*-tive;-proposal to dams,-Duda

' state legislation that would give |

versity of Nebraska at Omaha

~ the NRD bonding authority:to

 Preliminary snaiysis by the.
© - - SeeDams; Page2

T g

Dams: Lake views add value to homes

Continuedfrom Page 1
UNO Real Estate Research Cen-
ter indicates that homes with a
view of Zorinsky Lake are worth
about $43,000 more than sur-
rounding homes with no view.
‘Views of Standing Bear Lake add
an average value of $19,000 to a
home. b
Shultz said UNO plans to ex-
pand its analysis to determine if
views of smaller lakes add simi-
lar values to homes. The center
also will iry te determine if the
$500 that builders would pay for
each residential lot near the pro-

needed to make low-impact de-
velopment more appealing to de-
velopers and home buyers.

Commissioner Kyle Hutch-
ings challenged the value of the
study. Common sense is enough
to determine that developers will
benefit from the creation of more
waterfront land, he said.

He alse noted that the study
isn't even done and some com-
migsioners already hope to uge it
to prove dam supporters wrong,
He asked what the county would
do if its $30,000 pays for a study
that indicates dams are economi-

posed dam sites is enough. Some  cally beneficial.
waterfront projects have cost de- “Are we going to say, ‘Let’s do
velopers considerably more, it'?”

costing taxpayers little fo noth-
ing, Shultz said.

Shultz said open spaces cre-
ated to collect storm water in
low-impact development hasn’t
always led to higher property
values, as some proponents have
claimed. The key to maximizing
the value of low-impact develop-
ment might be the size of the
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Put an end to waste

I hope I speak for thousands who
are sick of little-known public offi-
cials trying %o spend tax dollars to
construct dams to create lakes for de-
velopers to build expensive homes
around and then not let the public use

¥~ thelakes. :
¥ The Papio watershed hasn’t had a
¢ major flood since the 1960s. The only
V= flood that I can remember causing
4 Joss of life wasn't even in the Papio
watershed. So I think what we are
doing here is simply validating the
existence of an NRD board that no
longer has a purpose.

Itis time for all of us tostand up and
tell these boards that we want to keep
our tax money. Let the developers
build the old-fashioned way, by rais-
ing the money and building a dam if
they want a lake. They should accept
the reality that precautions put in
place in the past are sufficient for the
future.

JohnLarsen, Omaha
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NRD: Locals speak out -
.against bondmg authorzty

. “ FROMPAGEL .
; MiRNRDsm;lssmn_toreduce “Sen; Mark Christensen; o
' gl @f Imperial said while he - ‘Wedonthaveabigrunoff
. thought LIDwasagreatidea,:
- it should be incorporated -
© as part of a longterm plan. 1lcox sal
, 'which_could also mclude.i;. g .

runoff; Bondmg ‘authority
for the NRD is-part of the
“overall-plan to° accomphsh
- these: goals; Gratesaid.:

adopted by Dougla  County,
are adopted and enforced in

) ot
‘Washington Cotmty, Wileox n SOVY D0 X
i on  sdidhobelieved therewould Dat 01 sape
Am'operﬁes toinclude BMPs.. be a need for dams. “hide thefact
If it isd basin-wide problem, . £0 gouge somebody’
F&schersald,ltshouldbeupto.f
taxpayers in the entirebasin

to pay for the selution. - -

cady

]ihendaskedwhythecmes;,




OMAHA WORLD-HERAED

ssibility
it could énd up- financing.an

argument’ “for. building ‘the
very -dams:-it opposes, the -

Douglas Counity Board voted
Tuesday.to spend $30 000 ona
real estate study, -

Board menber- Claire Duda -

led the effort to fund the stud’y
by Univers;ty of Nebraska at

‘Omahd résearchérs. The Um-
vers1ty f ‘Nebraska Water

Cente .15 providing
$1 .‘ the study. '
aarguéd that no matter

‘the findings, the: research m}l K

‘behelpful
", If the study concludes that
dams -are abad investment,

thecountywﬂlbema'

stronger position to argue for
alternativé methods of clean-
ingup waterways and control-
ling floodwaters, hesaid.”

If the study finds that dams
areagoodideabutdevelopers
reed to pay more for water-
front land, the public: needs»te
knowtha‘t ‘hesaic

| “The study-glso will anaiyze
the flood damage -estiniates

. that+the Papm-Mmsaun River

Natursl Resources Districtis

“using to justifyits proposai f0

build up fo.29 -dams ‘in ‘the

‘Omaha: metropolitan- area.

Duda said he thinks the dis-

* triet . is* ‘overestimating the.

property iamage, but he
wants. to.take more than his
hunchto-thepubhc

. The 'NRD. has:.proposed
spendmg up to$380 million fo
‘build up te 29 d:
‘metroarea. -
. Kyle Hutclnngs
lone County-Board:
vote against spendin
money. He argued “that

- study would be of Tittle value

in persuading the distmct to
drop its dam plans. -

The NRD decided -earlier
this year not to support the
UNO study after a few of its
board. members raised .con-
cerns f at* the fmdmgs could

5 | b

impact *developraent, emfld
havé on the local real estate -
market and the value of land
with waterfront views along—

- side homes with. 1o view.

L

four
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that the Missouri Riy-
er: cannot be managed'

authonzes federal ald to: watei' pr

ation; hasbeen sen
fo the Wlute Hous '
'dnzen proJects of mte :

: ; public - ;
‘gin; mcludmg eradication of; piants' o
# - fhat.sack up water meant. for Kan-
F : ¢ sas. Further funding: also would-be. -
tmn hav "beenat the top of the corps’” - i %
priorities for years, irected b
federallaw, Several years of tussles
-over the state of three endangered " -(
species were capped in 2004, whe,
UsS: Dlstrlct Judge - Paul Magnuso
said the corps must alsoaccount fo X :
recreatmnal and environmental in- . :. The bill's priorifies for Mlssoun
terests-in controlling. releases from Rlver management will go far in -
upper Missouri dams as far- southas lessening regional dxsagreements '
Gavms Point, “on fthe Nebraska- 'Pres1dent Bush should 51gn thebﬂl




