Agenda Item: 11.

MEMORANDUM

TO THE BOARD:

SUBJECT:  General's Manager Report

DATE: September 12, 2005

FROM: Steve Oltmans, General Manager

. UPDATE ON CALIFORNIA BEND RECREATION MASTER PLAN: Staff member Jim
Becic will give the Board an update on this issue at the September 15™ Board meeting.

. INFORMATION/EDUCATION REPORT: A copy of the I&E Report detailing Information
and Education activities for the month of August, 2005, is attached for your review.

. MISCELLANEOUS/PERSONNEL ITEMS:

1. Attached is a letter from Lowell Thrasher, thanking the GM for speaking at a Rotary
meeting on August 8, 2005.

. REPORT ON PURCHASES - CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES, PERSONAL PROPERTY: Pursuant to Board direction, attached is a report
indicating construction services, professional services and personal property purchases for the
month of August, 2005. Please review this report and contact me if you have any questions.

. CURRENT AND ON-GOING PROJECTS — P-MRNRD LEGAL COUNSEL: Attached
is a copy of the current and on-going projects for District Legal Counsel, Paul Peters, as of
August 15, 2005. I'would ask each Director to review this listing. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact me.

REPORT ON CAMP ASHILAND SITE VISIT TO ASSESS OBSTRUCTIONS: Attached
is a memo from Rodney Verhoeff, Lower Platte River Corridor Alliance Coordinator,
regarding a site visit to Camp Ashland on August 30, 2005. After the site inspection, the
following action items were identified:

Determination of original bridge construction date
Determination of bridge demolition date

Historical Review with DOR

Follow-up Phone Conference after Historical Review

B



F. REPORT ON PAPILLION CREEK WATERSHED PARTNERSHIP: The Papillion
Creek Watershed Partnership met on August 4, 2005. A copy of the meeting minutes is
attached. The following items were discussed: Watershed Study Action Items — HDR Stage 11
Watershed Study Scope of Work Report; NPDES Permit Compliance and stormwater
legislation. The next PCWP will be held on October 6, 2005 at 10:00 a.m. at the NRC.

G. NEWS CLIPS:

=> July 1, 2005, Wall Street Journal article — Endangering Species. A law with better
intentions than results.

=> August 3, 2005, Sioux City Journal article — Congressmen promote farm opportunities

<> August 5, 2005, Omaha World Herald — Midlands Voices — Use of water isotopes aides
state’s research by F. Edwin Harvey

=> August 6, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — Papio-Missouri NRD may reverse on

spending

=> August 8, 2005, Omaha World Herald public pulse letter from Robert D. O’Dell —
Irrigators should pay

=> August 9, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — Developer says city planners wanted
dams.

=> August 9, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — Wildlife area could open to public

-> August 11, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — Judge rules Papillion dams can go
ahead

=> August 11, 2005, Omaha World Herald public pulse letters (2) from Joe Reestman —
Time for water fee; and from Joel Carlson — Irrigators already pay

= August 11, 2005, Lincoln Journal Star article — Forum examines managing water.
Farmers hear how future restrictions might affect them. ]

= August 12, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — NRD budget approved in spite of
opposition

=» August 12, 2004, Blair Enterprise article - California Bend proposal unveiled

=> August 18, 2005, Omaha World Herald editorial — A difficult job done well. Task
force, water policies, realistic rules are all legacy of Patterson.

= August 15, 2005, Omaha World Herald editorial — Look to the future. Water rule may
be hard to accept, but it’s needed for Nebraskans.

= August 16, 2005, Sioux City Journal article — Plans on track for multi-use lake near
Hubbard. Conservation lake has recreation bonus.

= August 20, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — New water rules are director’s last act.
Roger Patterson approves basin management regulations on his final day on the job.

= August 22, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — Budget approval for 2 Papio dams
derided as ‘waste’

= August 22, 2005, Omaha World Herald editorial — Full speed ahead. Court OKs NRD
cooperation with developers to strengthen flood control.

=» August 25, 2005, Omaha World Herald article — Senator floats idea to fund state water
law. Money from a property tax on irrigation equipment would be diverted to resources
districts to aid a year-old program.

= August 25, 2005, Omaha World Herald editorial — A character debate. Wisely plarmed
development can keep towns in I-80 corridor from melting into homogenous suburban
stew.



=2 August 25, 2005, Dakota County Star article — NRC open house features art exhibit

<> August 26, 2005, Blair Enterprise article — City OKs California Bend plan

=> August 26, 2005, Omaha World Herald editorial - No emergency (yet). Nebraska and
Towa, from downriver, now have reason to look gratefully upstream.

= August 26, 2005, Blair Enterprise editorial - California Bend will add to quality of Blair

= August, 2005, MAPA Newsletter — Happenings around the Region — report on
Washington County Rural Water tower in Blair on Highway 133.

=> September 7, 2005, Bellevue Leader article — Garden combines education, pollination

/pt/SO/GM Reports/2005/September



August 2005

Information & Education Report

Information
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Completed Back to the River video and ordered DVDs.

Continued work on exhibit for Natural Resources Center

Received new traveling display.

Prepared and statfed a booth at the Sarpy County Fair

Wrote article for neighborhood publication on Watershed Partnership.

Prepared for and attended public meeting on LB 962

Gave Speakers Bureau presentations to Omaha Golden K Kiwanis and Blair Optimists

Prepared and staffed a booth at the Omaha Jazz Festival

Prepared design photography and copy for NRD Annual Report to be published Sept. 25 in
Omaha W-H.

Attended a booth at the NE State for NARD.

Education
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Met with Bob Bodnar on permanent display for Visitor’s Center

Met with PLT/WET Coordinator and LPSNRD Ed Specialist on ways the NRD can
support PLT/WET in the State

Organized going away luncheon for I & E Intern

Led nature hike for West YMCA day camp kids

Attended LEP National Convention as the Nebraska LEP Coordinator—Facilitated
LEP workshop for 28 participants

Worked with NGPC to get two of their staff to the LEP National Convention, and for
the NGPC to co-sponsor the event

Held a conference call with NE Pheasants Forever representatives to garner financial
support for LEP in Nebraska

Worked the NRD booth at the Nebraska State Fair

Worked with the LPRCA on getting Papio-Missouri River NRD staff to assist with
the Water Quality Open

Sent out Work Place Wellness e-mails to NRD staff

Worked the Papio-Missouri River NRD booth at the Sarpy County Fair

Continued working on signage for the flight cages at the NRC

Worked with CPNRD on presentation at I&E meeting in October

Revised teacher newsletter “Cultivation”

Started planning teacher workshops for the 2005-2006 school year

Completed FY 2004-2005 LEP report for Nebraska PF and National PF

Managed 54 volunteer hours



Great Western Bank

P.O. Box 4070 Omaha, NE 68104-0070 402.551.4310

August 8, 2005

Mr. Steven G. Oltmans
General Manager
Papio-Missouri River NRD
8901 S. 154th Street
Omaha, NE 68138-3621

Dear Steve;

Thank you very much for the delightful and informative program you presented at
Rotary today. You know, we had a much larger attendance than normal. |
suspect the numbers were up due to the quality of the speaker we had
presenting today!

Best regards,

Lowell M-—Thrasher
Executive Vice President
Wealth Management
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Report On Purchases

Construction Services, Professional Services, Personal Property

August, 2005

Project
Date Name ltem / Task Company Cost
8/1/05 Metro Trails 61,400 Brochures (cost share with MAPA) Leopard, Inc. $8,679.23
8/1/05 Elk Creek Grade Control | Construction staking and Inspection services Sundquist Engineering $18,575.00
8/5/05 Stormwater Stormwater Utility Education/Information (cost share) Lincoln $5,000.00
8/10/05 Heron Haven Removal of five cottonwood trees Professional Tree Service $9,000.00




PﬁPlO—MISSOURI RIVER
P NATURAL
RESOURCES
DISTRICT

B901 5. 154th Street
Omaha, NE 68138-3621
402-444-6222
www.papionrd.org

Updated: August 15, 2005

Current and On-Going Projects
P-MRNRD Legal Counsel

@ = Top Priority

F = Future Work — No Assignment
N = New Assignment

O = Others Handling

W =Work in Progress

P = PFP’s Portion Completed

o Little Papio: (Cleveland)
* Big Papio : (Cleveland)

s West Branch (Cleveland):

© Land Exchange with Sarpy Co. (96" St.) (P)
@ Purchase Agreements, deeds (90th to Giles) (Tr. 19 deed, Tr. 23 easement) (W)

O Interlocal Agreement with Sarpy County and Bellino (P)
& Trib Crossing Contract with EGA (W)

s  Western Sarpy Dike (Cleveland):
o Closing with Bundy’s (potentially modify ROW/offer) (F)

o Amended drainage ditch easements on Hickey (First National Property) (P)
o Hansen ROW Condemnation (W)

e Floodway Purchase Program (Woodward):

o Floodway Property Purchase Agreements as needed (F)
¢ Trail Projects (Bowen):

@ Western Douglas County Trail — Ehrhart Griffin professional services contract (W)
¢ Missouri River Corridor Prgject (Becic):

o California Bend — Appeal District Court ruling on Wright’s tenant (Arp) (W)

o Lower Decatur Bend — Appraisal Review, ROW documents and habitat easements (P)
& Boyer Chute Refuge — Kuhl lease termination (N)



¢ USDA P.L. 566 Projects, Silver Creek and Pigeon/Jones Watershed (Puls/Cleveland);

o Pigeon/Jones Creek Site Easements — as needed (F)

o Silver Creek Site Easements— as needed (F)

o Release of Site S-7 Easement (W)

@ Amendment to Pigeon/Jones Site 15 contract w/Olsson P

¢ Papio Watershed Dam Sites (Woodward/Petermann):

o Dam Site 19 agreement (F)

o DS 13 Closing with Lyman-Richey Corp (P)

& DS 13 Agreement with Elkhorn and Omaha (P)

& DS 13 Easement with Metro Community College (P)

& DS 13 Lyman Richey Closing (N)

@ Shadow Lakes Agreement with SIDs (W)

© Shadow Lakes Oversight/Review Agreement with HDR (W)

¢ Papio Creek Watershed Partnership (Stormwater) (Woodward):

¢ Rural Water Projects: (Sklenar)

¢ Elkhorn River Public Access Sites (Sklenar):
¢ Other:

O Heron Haven Agreement with “Friends of Heron Haven” (Becic) (W)

/peters/project lists/2005 - August



Lower Platte River
CORRIDOR ALLIANCE

Memorandum

Date: August 31, 2005

To: River Obstruction Project Team Members

From: Rodney L. Verhoeff, Lower Platte River Corridor Alliance Coordinator
Subject: Camp Ashland Site Visit to Assess Obstructions

Tuesday, August 30, 2005 was the date for a site visit to Camp Ashland to observe bridge pilings from the former
Hwy 6 Bridge east of Camp Ashland in the Platte River. Also on site was: Larry Vrtiska, Environmental Programs
Manager for Camp Ashland; MAJ Lynn Heng with the NNG; Todd Skoog, LPSNRD WS/WW Coordinator; Ryan
Beckman, Olsson Associates; and Tim Gokie, Olsson Associates.

Water in the Platte River has been down recently, which may allow for a better view of the obstructions.
Unfortunately, a recent rain event has resulted in higher water levels and consequently reduced visibility of the bridge
pilings. Beckman, Gokie, and Vrtiska donned hip/chest waders and inspected up close the obstructions. Not counting
the anchor on the west bank, there appears to be 7 pairs of pilings that are five-foot diameter concrete-filled steel tubes,
some having one or two wooden pilings sticking out, They appear to be approximately 150" apart. It is not know if
these wooden pilings are just embedded in the surface or extend further down. It is also unknown how far the
concrete-filled tubes extend downward. The obstructions in the river are cut down to the level of the water, while the
anchor pilings on the west bank are approximately 10 feet high from the water level and completely intact.




After the site inspection, the following action items were identified:

L. Determination of original bridge construction date — Lynn Heng/Larry Vrtiska, Camp Ashland
2. Determination of bridge demolition date — Lynn Heng/Larry Vrtiska, Camp Ashland

3. Historical Review with DOR - Ryan Beckmar/Tim Gokie, Qlsson Associates

4. Follow-up Phone Conference after Historical Review

The action item progression would be 1-2-3 and then 4. Phone conference would include all present plus Gerry
Bowen with the PMRNRD, It was also suggested that Gerry Bowen be asked to start 404 COE Permit Process so we
can possibly commence with removal by winter of this.

Lairy Vrtiska has submitted the project to the Legacy Fund available to NG facilities for environmental projects. The
maximum amount that the project could qualify for is $125,000. This project would be 100% NNG funded. Olsson
Associates reps were asked to get an estimate for removal of the obstructions so if additional funds are needed, MAJ
Lynn Heng could look at other sources for supplemental funding. The estimate would be generated once the
historical review is completed and information is assessed. MAJ Lynn Heng requested support letters from all
partners should the project get approval. To date, it has progressed farther through the grant review process than most
other projects submitted under the Legacy Program.

‘The site inspection concluded at 3:10 p.m.

RLV/tlv



PAPILLION CREEK

"\ Papfilien Greak

WATERSHED PARTNERSHIP % Whtrariad
MEETING MINUTES 2% Whahtnership

NG www.papiopartnership.org

Meeting on Comprehensive Stormwater Management
August 4, 2005, 10 AM to Noon - Board Room
Natural Resources Center, 8901 S. 154" Street, Omaha, NE

Attendants

The following were in attendance: Laurie Carrette Zook (HDR), Joe Soucie (LaVista), Steve
Tonn (Douglas/Sarpy Extension), Pat Slaven (Omaha), Karen Klein (Omaha), Carrie Davis-
Sedlacek (Sarpy County), Mark Wayne (Sarpy County), Kent Holm (Douglas County), Bob Sink
(Omaha), Robert Hayes (Boys Town), Nina Cudahy (Omaha), Marty Grate (Omaha), Verlon
Barnes (NRCS), Paul Woodward (P-MRNRD), and Marlin Petermann (P-MRNRD).

Purpose

A Parinership meeting was held on the above date in order to discuss topics stated in the attached
agenda. The meeting began at approximately 10:08 AM.

1. Introductions

» Paul Woodward (P-MRNRD) opened the meeting and an agenda and sign-up sheet were
distributed.

2. Watershed Study Action Items — HDR Stage III Watershed Study Scope of Work Review

» Laurie Carrette Zook (HDR) reported on the results from the last public meeting on June
16, 2005. She also described the facilitation provided by HDR for three recent Policy
and Technical Workgroup meetings. The progress of the policy development was
reviewed and discussed by the group. A handout noted the top five policy needs which
had been determined by both the Technical and Policy Workgroups and that the groups
would contmue to work on those priorities in that order.

3. NPDES Permit Compliance

» Marty Grate (Omaha) reviewed that a May 2005 Draft of the Omaha Metropolitan
Stormwater Management and Erosion Control Design Manual had been made available
to the Partnership and members of an ACEC subcommittee via the PCWP website, He
explained that an ACEC Subcommitte had meet to review the draft and any comments
received from ACEC and other organizations would be reviewed and responded to by the
Omaha Public Works Department. It was also noted that policy issues in Chapter 1 will
be removed. Grate also noted that a draft manual will need to be submitted to NDEQ by
October 1%; after which, they will have 60 days to respond with comments. After
incorporating any suggested revisions by NDEQ, the final manual along with the policy
master plan and stormwater ordinance would be brought to individual city councils and
county boards for adoption.



Marty Grate (Omaha) provided a handout describing recent water quality monitoring
results from 4 sites which still show water quality exceeding current standards under dry
or wet weather conditions. He noted that this data did not include NDEQ monitoring
results. Nina Cudahy (Omaha) explained that she had performed some preliminary
regression analysis but with limited data, no conclusive relationships was found. In
addition, Grate reported that Omaha had collected samples and monitored three
stormwater sewer outlets for 3 separate events. The future of TMDL’s was discussed. Tt
was noted that NDEQ will likely wait for the next five year monitoring cycle for enough
data to formulate a TMDL on the Papio Creeks including Washington County.

Nina Cudahy (Omaha) reviewed recent updates to the Partnership’s website including an
updated home page. She also discussed ongoing or upcoming activities being planned by
Keep Omaha Beautiful as part of the Phase II permit implementation. She explained that
the streamv/trail clean-up day had been slated for September 17". A Water Festival for
Families was also being planned on September 18, 2005 and members from the
Partnership were encourage to help participate in this important public education event.
More information on Keep Omaha Beautiful activities including trail cleanup and storm
drain marking can be found at http://www.keepomahabeautiful.org/.

Paul Woodward (P-MRNRD) reported that NDEQ had recently contacted him to report
that NPDES Phase II annual reports submitted at the beginning of April were under
review and t any comments should be forthcoming by the end of the month.

Stormwater Legislation

Bob Sink (Omaha) described ongoing efforts by Lincoln and Omaha to get new NPDES
Phase Il communities throughout the state to provide active support of LB 102. A
meeting held on June 29, 2005 in Grand Island brought together many of these
communities who are now faced with the need to submit NPDES applications and
stormwater management plans by August 10, 2005. Term limits in the Nebraska
Legislature will require addional education of the legislators on stormwater issues. It
was suggested that updated costs based on recent stormwater programs and projects
should be developed for the upcoming legislative session.

Other Items of Interest

Pat Slaven (Omaha) briefly reported on the availability of the Final Cunningham Lake
Community-Based Watershed Management Plan.

Next Meeting Dates
The next full Partnership meeting was scheduled for Thursday, October 6, 2005 at 10:00

AM. The next Technical Workgroup meeting is set for Thursday, August 18, 2005 from
8:30 to Noon.

WEF Low Impact Development Webcast (Optional)



Several partnership members participated in a webcast on Low Impact Development
(LID) 1ssues including controlling runoff volume control, CSO applications, and several
case studies from across the nation. The webcast lasted from 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM.
Copies of the PowerPoint presentation are available for downloading at
hitp://'www.wethet.org/LID/.

8. Adjourn

» The meeting adjourned at approximately 12:30 PM. An agenda, attendance list, and the
handouts passed out at the meeting are available to those members who were not present

at the meeting upon request.

Please contact Paul Woodward at 444-6222 regarding any questions or comments concerning
these meeting minutes.

Zpwoodward\335\PCWP\Meetings\050804-PCWP minutes.doc File: 535 “PCWP”
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« B Act is to recover plants and animals
+#lL. threatened or endangered with extinc-
fon. Does it work? Thirty-two years and hun-
eds of millions of doi-
later, it would be
nlce to know.

> So kudos to Repre-
entative Richard
Pombo, who ordered a comprehensive review of
#ie law from the House Resources Committee,
which he chairs. Mr. Pombo has long argued
Bt the species act is broken in a way that not
Only renders it incapable of conserving plants
and animals but also puts unnecessary burdens
o private landowners. It turns out he was right,

- * The House report was compiled almost en-
firely from official records, including from the
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, which makes it difficult
for critics to argue it's a political hit job. Of the
riearly 1,300 domestic species on the endangered
list, the law has managed to “recover” a grand
total of 10. That’s a success rate of less than 1%,

- Supporters of the law would say that species

- recovery is slow work that has to be measured
over a long period— say, 100 years. But even
the trends don't look good. A mere 36% of listed
species are considered stable or improving.
And even this 36% is nothing to celebrate, given
that in many cases the only reason a species is
deemed on the mend is because officials over-
stated the problem in the first place.

- When the plant, Johnston’s frankenia, was
first listed, it was thought to have dwindled to
about 1,500 specimens. Qops, someone mis-
counted. There are close to nine miilion, which
explains why Fish & Wildlife is now proposing
to remove the plant from the endangered list.
Of the 10 officially “recovered” species, six
were subject to erroneous original data.

. These errors have real financial conse-
quences—in particular for other species recov-
ery. Government resources are finite, and ev-

The aim of the 1973 Endangered Species

A law with better
intentions than results.

Endangering Species

ery dollar spent on an erroneous listing is one
less that could go to a species in need.

Take the Preble’s meadow jumping mouse,
which Fish & Wildlife also wants to de-list due
to mistaken scientific
data. An economic as-
sessment that accom-
panied the “critical
habitat” designation
for this perfectly healthy animal estimated tax-
payer and private costs would total $79 miilion
to $183 million over 10 years.

Unlike other environmental [aws, the En-
dangered Species Act doesn’t require quality,
peer-reviewed science in its listings. And since
getting species on the list is often the simplest
way for environmental groups to pursue other
agendas—such as tying up private land and
blocking development—they churn out dubious
studies at the speed of procreating rabbits.
Fish & Wildlife currently has 283 species that
are candidates for listing—which would cost
$150 million to add. The agency's entire listing
budget for fiscal 2004 was $12.1 million.

Another problem is that the law doesn’t allow
for real priority setting. Call it the Lake Wobe-
gone effect for species. In a statistic that defies
logic, more than 92% of listed species have been
accorded priorities that put them in the upper
half of Fish & Wildlife’s priority ranking sys-
tem—i.e., they are all a top priority. This makes
it impossible to focus on species truly in need.

Mr. Pombo has been trying to get species
act reform rolling in the House, but Democrats
don't want to amend a law that gives so much
power to their green-lobby benefactors. One fix
would be for Republicans on the Rules Commit-
tee to make appropriations money contingent
upon reguthorizing the law, thereby forcing a
debate, Mr. Pombo asked for such a ruling a
while back, but his colleagues lacked the
nerve, So the federal government will continue
to enforce a law that costs more than it should
and still doesn’t protect the truly endangered.




“Gongressmen p

By Dofiy L. Bulz
Journal siaff writer

‘ E%MQQ I:éiC'ITY — 3rd District
. Tom Osbome joined 1st

District Rep. Jeff Fertenberry on
. Tuesday for a First Diguiey Ap
Fly-Around in order to explore
DeW ways to grow Nebraska’s
1 agricultora oppormpities, The

- congressmen, Who Serve -on the

; House Ag :Committee, ‘made
four stops throughout the -dis-

iuiet, including the Cardinal

! Farms Hydropomic Tomato Fa-
& Cility. ‘

i Cardinal Farms is owned and
joperated by Garwood Enter-
- wpuses Inc., a fifth-generation
ifemnily farming operation. The
ﬁ-Gmwoods added hydroponi-
peally grown tomatoes to thsir
perops their existing crops of

jeorn znd soybeans this vear. The.

Atomato plant provides tomatoes
Wor both dircct retail and whole-
ysale distributioq,

§: “Here we have a traditiona]
Harming operation that made a
jdecision to diversify,” Forten-

SeTomsl 3hs

romote farm opportunities

.y A .
1o: www.Blouxeityjoutnal com

o

nal photos go

Neb. congressmen Tom Osborne, 1sft, and Jeff Fortenberry, asc-

ond from right, Nsten 1o Cardinal Farms co-owner Scott Garwood pn

Tuesday in the growing room
facility, during a tour, Co-owhar
right. (Staff photo by Jamry Menn

Fortenbetry said. “We're 1ook-
Ing at an emerging trend thar is
not only going to affect agri-
culture, but also public pol.
ey

‘ %sbome, R-McCook, saigd
that increasing agrienltra) op-

at the company's hydroponic tomata

Doug Garwood stands a1 the far
&nga)
Semebody will hire two or three
and sometitnes we hit z home
run. We think that's one of the
major ways to Tepopulate rral
America.”

By finding innovative ways to
form partnerships with the fed.

eral government, Fortenberry
said that farmers can restore,
aconomyc vitality to rural corn.
munities and revitalize the T
tlture industry.

“Farm  diversification and
niche marketing are importam

: said. “It’s a” wonderful

gmode! of what we’va been talk- .

ping about.”

. With 2 farm bill coming out in
2007, Fortenberry, R-Lincoln,

Faid thar agriculiral entrenre-
neurship, sctive energy produc-

portunities through education
and value grants wonld be one
way of bringing young people
back into rural areas and ip-
creasing the number of family
owted farms, Osbome said that
providing Nebraske's furure

.‘on aud conservation should re-  farmers with the knowledge to  tools that can help the family
bmain the focal point for Jaw-  write 3 business pPlanandhowto fam tum 3 profit. Cardinas]
takers. He said that these three  market their products is one way  farms is 2 good example of
gactors will influence that future  of Tevitalizing the agriculmre in-  both, ™ Fortenberry said, *This is
.K agricnlture in the United -Justry, good rural developmene,”
Blates, -*If you're dying on the vine, '

i “These are trends that will
Ehape public policy and be .
vhaped by public policy,”

Dally Butz can be contacted ar
203-4273 or do!lybur; @ sicuye-
tvjournal.com,

where do you start,” Osborne
said. “We are hoping that they
will get value added grants,

‘Carm ound areas for the
tri-state akga are-breaking

. ags  Campr
k|
mE recobds — for the good, As

bad’as it sounds, maybe the.

fugleprices are helping.our
campers stay closer fo'home
and enjoy what we. have
right here in Siouxiand. .
Norm Kronick, Sioux City
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Use of water 1sotopes
aids state’s research

BY F. EDWIN HARVEY
The writer, of Lincoln,

isanassociate professoraf

hydrologic sciences at the University of Nebraska-

Lincoln.

“Fvery water tells a story.”
And here at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln’s College of
Natural Resources, my stu-
dents and 1 are using isotopes to
help unravel those stories and
to come to a better understand-
ing of the occurrence, move-
ment, protection and responsi-
ble use of our state’s most
precious natural resource -—
water.

So how are we using isotopes
to study water resources? I'll
answer that question in & mo-
ment. But first, let's review
some basic chemistry.

Recall that all matter is com-
posedof atoms that contain pro-
tons and neutrons in their nu-
cleus and electrons in their
surrounding outer shells, For a
given atom, the number of pro-
tons defines the element — hy-
drogen, oxygen, carbon, ete.
And the number of neutrons de-
termines which isotope of that
elementis present.

Hydrogen, for example, has
three known isotopes — pro-
tium (no neutron), deuterium
(ohe neutren) and tritium (two
neutrons), The number of iso-
topes of a given element is
limited by the amount of insta-
bility resutting from having too
few or too many neutrons pre-
sentinthe nucleus.

Isotopes thus can be unstable
(radioactive) or stable in na-
ture. Radioactive isotopes will
disintegrate to become stable
by some form of decay. This de-
cay allows us touse radioactive
isotopes as dating tools if the
decay rate and the initial
amounts of the lsotope are
known. Stable isctopes do not
undergodecay.

A number of jsotopes, both
radioactive and stable, are
used in water resource re-
search. These include the radi-
pactive isotopes carbon-14 and
hydrogen-3 (tritlum) and the
stable isotopes oxygen-18, hy-
drogen-2 (deuterium), carbon-
13 and sulfur-34, for example.

Generally speaking, radicac-
tive isotopes are used to de-
termine the age of a water sam-
ple — that is to say, when the
water passed beneath the wa-
ter table as recharge and thus
became isolated from the at-
mosphere.

Stable isotopes are typically
used to identify the original
source of the water — rain,
river, lake, canal, groundwa-
ter, etc., where the water de-
rived its dissolved chemicals.
Stable isotopes also may iden-
tify any physical, chemical and
biological processes, such as
condensation, evaporation or
mixing with other waters, that

may have impacted the water
along its journey through the
Earth's water cycle.

My students and I are using
isotopes in many water re-
source studies. We have moni-
tored the oxygen and hydrogen
isotope composition of rain
across the state for several
years and found that it changes
in a predictable fashion
throughout the year. This vari-
ation can be used to trace water
movement in rivers and the soil
and also can help examine how
and from what source plants
acquire their water during the
growing season.

1p angther example, we used
oxygen and hydrogen 1sotopes
tion wells were pulling water
%HEEEE E%Eéuﬁgg;ﬁ

oundwater jg the regi if-
ere i -

Thus, if river water were be-
ing drawn across the river bot-
tom, through the aguifer and
into the well, the well water’s
isotopic composition would dif-
fer from groundwater and
would become similar to river
water as more and more river
water was pulled inta the well.

We also used the radioactive
tritium and carbon isotopes to
estimate the age of groundwa-
ter in eastern Nebraska's Da-
kota Aquifer. Isotope ages indi-
cate that shallow ground-
waters were younger and had
been recharged within the past
100 years. In contrast, waters
drawn from deeper in the aqui-
fer had been recharged about
30,000 years ago.

Since shallow groundwaters
are being replenished much
more rapidly than deeper wa-
ters, they may be more sustain-
able water resources than
deeper waters. However, this
restlt also means that shallow
sources may be more suscepti-
ble to contamination from hu-
manactivities,

Space limits prohibit me
from citing other examples,

but I assure the reader thatiso-
W
WM
ur_collaborations with the
U8, Geological Survey and the
Nebraska Department of Natu-
ral Resoutces, nimerous natys
ral resourcesg diStrictg, municl-
iTies and citizen groups all
use jsotopes to help us better
understapd our state’s water
resources and make informed
water management decisions.
To learn more about isotopes
and their use in hydrologic
studies, please contact me via
e-mail at feharvey1@unl.edu.
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Papio-Missouri NRD
may reverse on spending

BY Nancy GAARDER
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

Next week, the. Papio-Mis-
souri River Natural Resources
District board may reverse it-
self and vote to slightly exceed
state restrictions on its future
vears’ spending authority.

The state restricts local gov-
ernments: to-a 2.5 percent an-
nual increase in spending on
certain items,

Elected boards can tack on
- another 1 percent, if 75 percent
of the members vote to do so.
The NRD board fell one vote
-short of that' super-majority
last month, when one member,
Tim Fowler, was absent.

Fowler will be at Thursday’s
meeting, and the issue has been
placed back on the agenda, He
said he is “leaning towards” ap-
proving the increased spending
authority,

If the board approves the in-
crease, the earliest it would

take effect is the 2006-07
budgetyear.

The increase would not auto-
matically mean next year’s
budget will grow by that
amount. Instead, it would sim-
ply give the board the authority
to tap the extra funds. The
board also could choose to
forgo spending the extra
money.

John Conley, board treasurer
and a supporter of the increase,
said the 1 percent would trans-
late into about $55,000 out of a
total budget of $32 million.

That’s because most of the
budget isnt subject to the
spending restriction. Items
covered by the restrictions in-
clude insurance, personnel and
equipment.

The board also is scheduled
to vote Thursday on the 2005-06
budget, It will meet at 8 p.m. at
district headquarters, 8901 S.
154th St.




b= by -
Irﬁgatt?rs should pay

Regarding the Aug. 3 news story,
“Funding is sought for water law,” the
governor’'s Water Policy Task Force
is now in a position to demonstrate its
integrity, or lack thereof.

As the story states, at least two
members of that group are looking to
Nebraska taxpayers to provide fund-
ing. Suggestionsinclude asales tax on
water bills or bottled water and soft
drinks, a $5 fee on property-tax rec-
ords or a per-capita or per-acre water
fee. - ’ . .

The task force is composed primar-
ily of irrigators or those with irriga-
tion ties. The body seems reluctant to
recognize that although agricultural
irrigators constitute approximately 3
percent of our population, they arere-
sponsible for more than 97 percent of
Nebraska's consumptive water use.

With exception of the per-acre wa-
ter fee, each proposal would result in
the 97 percent of us who are not irri-
gators paying the bulk of taxes for
the water problems created and fos-
tered by those who are.

After the $145.8 million settlement
that recently was laid on the backs of
Nebraska taxpayers, we should seru-
tinize the task force's recommenda-
tions and the reactions of the Gover-
nor's Office and the Legislature to
them.

Robert D. ’Dell, Grand Island, Neb.



8B TUESDAY, AUGUSTS, 2005

MIDLANDS

Developer says city planners wanted dams

By JoE DEJKA
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

Original plans for the Shadow
Lake housing area near Papillion
did not include two pgovern-
ment-funded dams, a developer
testified Monday.

Instead, runoff down Midlands
Creek was to be controlled with
privately built dry detention ba-
sins that would slowly release
water past anew shopping center
and through a culvert under Ne-

braska Highway 370, said John -

Allen, developer of the 430-acre
Shadow Lake project.

The idea for lakes came out of
discussions with the Papio-Mis-
souri River Naturali Resource
District after Papillion city plan-

ners made it “crystal clear” that
they didn’t want basins, he said,

“There is no question in my
mind they didn’t want it,” Allen
said, who needed approval from
the City of Papillion to go ahead
with his project at 72nd Street
and Schram Road.

The testimony. came during a
trial in which landowners from
Washington County are challeng-
ing the district’s $3.3.million ex-
penditure for the lakes:

The landowners’ attorney, Ke-
vin McManaman, questioned Al-
len and a district official about
why they rejected a solution that
would cost taxpayers nothing.

Marlin Petermann, the natural
resources district’'s assistant
general manager, testified that

detention basins are “a Band-Aid
approach” to flood control.

“It's like back on the farm we
say ‘using baling wire and duct
tape’ to solve a problem,” Peter-
mann said.

The district board voted in
May to pay ail of the design and
construction costs for the
750-foot-long. Midlands Lake
Dam and 75 percent of costs for
the 2,500-foot-long Shadow Lake
Dam. The developers would pay
the rest and provide theland. The
lakes would cover 12 acresand 34
acres, respectively.

Five couples sued the district, .

claiming that the lakes would pri-
marily benefit the developer but
offer little public benefit. The
same couples sued to stop a pub-

lic-private dam project at 192nd
Street and West Dodge Road.

The district’s attorney, Paul
Peters, suggested that land-
owner William Japp and other
plaintiffs sued in Sarpy County
hoping to set a precedent that
would block a proposed NRD
dam that would flood their Wash-
ington County land. i

Petermann said recreational
plans were left out of agreements
with the developer so the district
wouldn't “get stuck” paying for
them,

He said public access can be
greator small.

“One person is public access,”
he said. “Two people is public ac-
cess. A million people is public
access. If’sallpublicaccess.”




Wildhife area could open to public

By MARION%HODES
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

BLAIR, Neb. — Hundreds of
swallows nesting in a sandbank
on a small island in the Missouri
River.

White-tailed deer jumping
through afield of native grasses.

Wild turkeys running along a
trail shaded by majestic cotton-
wood trees,

Those are among the sights
that the public could see if a pro-
posal to open up the California
Bend fish and wildlife habitat
near Blairisapproved.

The master plan, presented
during an open house Monday in

Blalr, would allow one or more
scenic overlooks and fishing
points inside the 221-acre habi-
tat, designed as a restoration
project for native plants and
wildlife. The site, about one mile
northeast of Blair, includes a re-
stored river chute that created a
series of islands, wetlands, bot-
tomland prairie and woods.

The plan calls for a paved
hiking and biking trail that would
run from Blair’s Optimist Park
along the river’s west bank
through the habitat. A future op-
tion would be an extension of the
trail to Cottonwood Marina,
about a halfanile north of the
habitat. A new road would con-

nect the north end of California
Bend to the marina, where a
parking lot would be built,

The city and the Papio-Mis-
souri River Natural Resources
District, which owns most of the
habitat land, will have to work
out some land issues with prop-
erty owners between the bend
and the marina, said Phil Green,
Blair’s assistant city administra-
tor. The city would operate the
area.

The Blair City Council will
vote on the plan at its Aug. 23
meeting, following a public hear-
ng.

A timeline for the project has
notbeen set,.




Judge rules Papill

g-11-0f
By JoE DEejxa
WORLD-HERALDSTAFF WRITER

A partnership between private
developers and the Papio-
Missouri River Natural Re-
sources District to build two
dams near Papillion does not vio-
late the law, a Sarpy County
judgeruled Wednesday.

A group of landowners in
Washington County had sued the
district to stop the project, alleg-
ing that the district did not have
the authority to enter such agree-
ments and that the proposed
Shadow Lake and Midlands dams
would benefit, the developers
more than the public. '

In recent years, resources dis-
trict officials have turned to
partnerships as a way to save
money as the cost of land in the
Papillion (reek watershed has
been pushed up by development
pressure.

Sarpy County District Judge
George Thompson abruptly
ended the trial Wednesday after
three days of testimony, surpris-
ing attorneys for the resources
district, who had planned to con-

tinue their case.

Thompson ruled that a cooper-
ative agreement among the dis-
trict, the City of Papillion and the
developers of the Shadow Lake
Towne Center and Shadow Lake
subdivision is valid. He dis-
missed the lawsuit, filed by five
Washington County couples.

The development agreement
calls for the district to spend
$3.3 milliontobuild the dams.

Thompson said an important
factor in the case was the City of
Papillion’s rejection of dry de-
tention basins, which had been
proposed as a solution to capture
runoff across the shopping.cen-
ter site at 72nd Street and Ne-
braska Highway 370.

That rejectiori forced develop-
ers and the resources district to
consider other flood control op-
tions, the judge said. Their solu-
tion, building dams along Mid-
lands Creek, was one in which
“all the parties gave a little bit,”
he said. \

Bill Allen, developer of the
430-acre Shadow Lake housing
project at 72Znd Street and
Schram Road, was pleased by the

order. _

“We've been confident from
day one that the NRD was acting
in accordance with the law,” Al-
lensaid.

Kevin McManaman, an attor-
ney representing the landown-
ers, said he may comment on the
ruling later. '

During the trial, Lee Becker, a
former Nebraska state hydrolo-
gist hired by the landowners for
$200 an hour as an expert wit-
ness, testified that the two dams
help contain runoff from the de-
velopers’ property. But Becker
said the dams offer only minimal
flood control after Midlands
Creek goes under Nebraska
Highway 370 and empties into
the west branch of the Papillion
Creek.

The -project does nothing to

‘control flooding on the West

Branch of Midlands Creek,
which joins with the main creek
downstream from the dams, he
said.

Marlin Petermann, assistant
general manager of the re-
sources district, disagreed with
Becker’sconclusion.

on dams can go ahead

Petermann said the dams
would create 487 acre-feet of wa-
ter storage and reduce the flow
of floodwater off the site by 25
percent. The Shadow Lake dams
would provide flood control, im-
prove water quality, control ero-
sion and provide recreation, he
said.



Time for water fee

Options for funding the state’s wa- .

ter law seem reasonable. Considering
a$10-an-acre fee or acharge based on

inches of water used would be consis- |
tent with the general procedure at

other utilities: The more you use, the

higher the expense.
With water being so scarce, this
might tend to halt excessive usage

and discourage the development of
marginal ground that:never should

have been used for row-crop farming.

The ‘age-old law that protects’
first-user rights on water should be '

amended. It doesn’t seem equitable to
let those who depleted the supply con-
tinue to have full access when every-

one should have the same right to wa-

ter under their property.

Irrigation wells should be metered .
to control usage instead of placing a -

moratorium on new wells.
Joe Reestman, Oakdale, Neb.

-

So- _,g

Irrigators already pay

Reading the editorials and letters
on the new water law issues really
drives home one thing: Nobody in this -

state is qualified to implement this

legislation, [ only wish my law profes- *

sor, Norman Thorson, were still alive

to give some wisdom to an octherwise

confused affair. |

For those with no training itt eco-

nomics or water law, it is totally un-
true to say or suggest that irrigators

don’t pay for water. They pay a higher |

price to buy ground, they pay more
rent, they pay a high price to pump
the water (sometimes over $100 an
acre), and they pay more taxes.

Yes, irrigated ground is taxed at a

higher rate for purposes of property

taxes, which is hard to believe in this |
state. Perhaps all the school districts '

should reimburse the farmers for

years of overtaxation on irrigated '
ground if anyone thinks irrigation

water isactually free.

I den’t think most people have any -

idea how much a $10-ap-acre tax
would cost many operators. There are
many farms in this state covering be-

tween 1,500 and 10,000 acres. How .

many people could afford that kind of
money onayearly basis?
Joel Carlson, Cozad, Neb.

H -
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Forum examines
managing water

Farmers hear how
future restrictions
might affect them.

g-Jl1- 0K
BY ART HOVEY
Lincoln Journal Star

FREMONT — Faced with the
probability of stiff state irrigation
restrictions in eastern Nebraska as
soon as next year, Dave Svoboda of
Columbus and Kirk Kavan of North
Bend were among almost 500
farmers perched uneasily on their
chairs here Wednesday night.

Because of drought and heavy
pumping, the state Department of
Natural Resources is likely to de-
clare irrigated areas west and north
of Lincoln fully appropriated at
some point before Jan. 1.

That means no new irrigation
wells, no new irrigated acres. And it
could easily apply to the Upper Big
Blue Natural Resources District,
based in York and one of the most ir-
rigation-dependent areas in the
state.

Columbus farmer Svoboda ar-
rived at a water palicy forum at the
Fremont City Auditorium wonder-
ing what form restriction will take
and uncertain of the wisdom of
state action.

“I lean toward yes, but it's kind
of iffy,” he said. His attitude “de-
pends on what decisions are made,
if there will be some common
sense on how much we can use.”

To protect himself against an
uncertain future, Svoboda recently
had three more wells drilled on
land he farms.

North Bend farmer Kavan also
sees metit in more aggressive water
management. “We used 1o think we
had an unlimited amount of
groundwater,” he said. "Now we're
starting to realize it isn't unfimited.”

Natural Resources Director
Roger Patterson gained the author-
ity to impose water conservation
measures with the passage of
LB962 in 2004,

The Legislaure acted amid
growing concern about the deplet-
ing effects of groundwater use on
rivers and streams and about the
future availability of water for agri-
culture, as well as municipal and
industrial customers.

State Sen. Chris Langemeier of
Schuyler moderated a Wednesday
educational event organized b

Sought out beforehand, Lange-
meier called LB962 a step in the
right direction for dealing with wa-
ter concerns in Nebraska.

john Miyoshi of Lower Platte
North said farmers in the Wahoo
area are "really gritting their teeth.
And basically what it does is stop
any (irrigation) development.”

Before stepping to the podiurmn,
Patterson wasi't ready to make a
prediction about how much far-
ther east water restrictions will
move by Jar. 1.

A key step toward those deci-
sions will come in Kearney today,
as water policy makers sit down to
look at proposed criteria.

Lower Platte North !
'

_]Lower Platte South

.| Papio-Missouri River

Uncertain
water future

Restrictions on
agricultural rrigation,
already in place in
western Nebraska
counties, appear likely
o in the east before the
T naTon €nd of the year. Three
: eastern naiural
i resources districts
heid a forum
Wednesday to
inform farmers
of possible
changes that
could limit the
number of
irrigated
acres.

SOURCE: Nebraska Association of Resources Districts

One of the most important
yardsticks will be determining the
degree of hydrologic connection
berween surface and groundwater,
Patterson said, as he addressed his
audience later.

If a standard of 28/40 is chosen,
for exarnple, the fully appropriated
area would be everything inside a
line where 28 percent of the water
used by a well over 40 vears of
pumping is determined to be com-
ing from surface sources.

Dave  Cookson,  another
Wednesday speaker and special
counsel on water matters to Attor-
ney General Jon Bruning, said one

objective of LB962 is to spend thg
state’s '|m1'1e§ _ijnanEiEI i;!esortlrceél
oI long-term water solutions,

~—The unappeﬁmg alternative,

Cookson said, is “the surface water
people hire their lawyers, the
groundwater people hire their
lawyers, and the only people who
come out good are the lawyers.”

KIM STOLZER/Lincoln Journal Star

Ann Bleed, who will replace Pat-
terson when he leaves state govern-
ment on Aug, 19, said the law will
not end water development in Ne-
braska. Water transfers in which, for
example, the city of Fremont could
buy the rights to a fatmer’s irrigation
well, are one possibility.

“Development can and will and
should continue,” Bleed said.

But Travis Freund, part of a Fre-
mont dealership that sells irriga-
fion equipment, voiced reserva-
tions about where Nebraska water
policy is headed.

Eastern Nebraska irrigators will
never face water problems as severe
as those farther west, Freund said.

No matter what, he sees a need
for a time line for water regulation.
“That's a very gray area for all our
customers, not knowing what they
can do, what they can't do and
when they can or can't do it.”

Reach Art Hovey at {402) 523-4849 or
ahovey@alltel.net.




NRD budget approved

gh2
By MarioN RHODES
.WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

The Papio-Missouri River
Natural Resources District ap-
proved a $31.2 million budget
Thursday night in spite of
staunch opposition.

The board voted 8-3 in favor
of the budget, which includes
roughly $7 million — about 22
percent of the total 2005-06
budget — for the construction
of damsinthe metroarea.

Board members Richard
Connealy, Dorothy Lanphier
and Joe Neary voted against
the budget. They also voted for
a failed amendment to remove
the allocation of $625,000 for
preliminary designs of two
controversial dams north of
Omabha.

Those dams could affect 100
properties, most of which are
in Washington County. Land-
owner Todd Andersen from
Kennard, Neb., vowed to fight
the projects.

“Before I give up the land
that my father and brother
have died on, we will all be very
old and very tired,” he told the
board.

The NRD’s budget includes a

property tax requ1rement of

In spite of opposition

$15.7 million and suggests a
preliminary tax levy of 3.94
cents per $100 of assessed valu-
ation. That would amount to
$39.40 for a $100,000 home, a
slight decrease from last year.,

The board will set the levy at
its September meeting, after fi-
nal valuations from the asses-
sors’ officesarein.

The board also voted 8-3 to
exceed state restrictions on its
spending authority by 1 per-
cent, State law limits local gov-
ernments to 2.5 percent in-
creases for certain expenses
but permits another 1 percent
increase if three-quarters of
the elected officials vote to do
S0. :

General Manager Steve Olt-
mans told the board that the ex-
tra increase was needed to pay
for equipment, energy, utili-
ties, maintenance and salaries,
and that it could allow the NRD
to pay up front for purchases,
thus aveiding interest charges.

Lanphier questioned the
need for the increase and,

along with Connealy and
Neary, voted against it. It will
not take effect before the
2006-07 budget vear.
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oger Patter-
Rson has done a
remarkable

job during his six
vears as director of
the Nebraska Depart- |
ment of Natural Re-
sources. He has combined foresight
and a science-based knowledge of
natural-resources policy with lead-
ership and a knack for reaching out

to Nebraskans who haven’t always:

agreed with him.

Not that they necessarily agreed
with him afterward — the reasona-
ble charnges and future-oriented wa-
ter policies Patterson has sup-
ported, for instance, have not been
universally popular. But public par-
ticipation in the decision-making
process is useful, particularly in the
form of spirited, even acerbic, de-
bate that promotes citizen involve-
ment and education.

Drought has gripped parts of the
state during much of Patterson’s
tenure, making his job tougher. It
would have been hard enough being
a party to the negotiations with Colo-
rado and Wyoming over flows in the
Platte River system under normal
conditions. Add the factor of a water

Task force,
water policies,
realistic rules
are all legacy

of Patterson.

s A difficult job dOne well

shortage, and the im-
pact becomes more im-
mediate. However, the
three-state agreement
.on water and wildlife
habitat is nearly com-
plete.

Patterson’s experienced grasp of
hydrology and the law has helped
the department and the state move
toward resolving some key water is-
sues. The Water Policy Task Force

~was formed under legislative au-

thority with Patterson’s guidance.
Nebraska has moved toward a more
realistic recognition of the relation-
ship between surface water and

. groundwater -during his tenure.

That will reach a key turning point
quickly, as Patterson is expected to
ratify a new regulation before he
leaves to guide the department’s
designation of fully appropriated
river basins. _

His chief assistant, Ann Bleed,
will become acting director when
Patterson leaves state government
to open his own consulting firm. Her
job will be to carry on, and extend,
the sound course en which Patterson
has set the department. We wish
them both well.
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water alloca-

Water rule

T ook to the future

amount of water a well

A tion rule pro- may be hard contributed to the
posed by the t ¢ stream by an annual
Nebraska Depart- 0 accept, but average of 28 percent.
ment of Natural Re- it’s needed This is a much lower

sources may be a hard
swallow for many Ne-
braskans, particularly groundwater
irrigators. In some circumstances,
their livelihood could be hit hard.
But they — and the broader popula-
tion — should benefit in the long run
from responsible management of
the state’s water supplies.

The regulation would govern how
the department decides which river
basins are fully appropriated and
thus have ne more water for devel-
opment. No new permits for sur-
face-water use, groundwater wells
ar new irrigated farm acres would
be granted in a fully appropriated
basin until the affected natural re-
sources district devised a water
management plan.

Two provisions of the regulation
were the focus of considerable crit-
icism at a public hearing last week:
Irrigators, farm organizations and
others argued the provisions were
too restrictive. The Central Nebras-
ka Public Power and Irrigation Dis-
trict, environmental groups and
others tock the opposite position.

The stricter the department’s
rule, the firmer must any crack-
down be on water use necessary to
bring a basininto compliance. About
97 percent of the groundwater used
in Nebraska is used for the irriga-
tion of crops.

The rule, which implements a por-
tion of Nebraska's 2004 water law,
deals with surface water and
groundwater in a way new to Ne-
braskans — an integrated way that
recognizes the connections between
streams and wells. The law requires
the department to minimize the im-
pact of water use on the streams and
the underground water supply.

It is that requirement that drove
the DNR to propose relatively strict
standards. The agency wants to use
a 10 percent/50-year requirement to
decide a well's impact on surface-
water supply. That means that over
50 years, a well would be considered
to have an impact if pumping for ir-
rigation or other uses reduced by an
average of 10 percent a year the
amount of water that normally
would become part of the stream.

Many speakers at the hearing ar-
gued for a 28 percent/40-year stan-
dard, meaning that over 40 years,
pumping would have to deplete the

for Nebraskans.

standard, though fa-
miliar to Nebraskans
because it has been used to settle
other water arguments, DNR Direc-
tor Roger Patterson said, however,
that it was not strict enough to com-
ply with Legisiative Bill 962.

The 10 percent/50-year standard
might be more middle-of-the-road
than opponents think. Some speak-
ers argued that the minimal-harm
requirement demanded a 1 percent
to 2.5 percent standard, rather than
10 percent, over 50 years. Patterson
reported that the standard in Colo-
rado is 0.1 percent/100 years, a tight
pinchindeed.

The hearing speakers also disa-
greed over the “lag effect,” which is
a funetion of how far a groundwater
well is from a stream. The more dis-
tant a well is, the longer it takes for
water being pumped out to affect
the stream. The department's pro-
posed rule specifies a 25-year lag ef-
fect — again either too strict or too
lenient, depending on who was talk-
ng.

Nebraska is entering a new age of
water, an age in which the rules will
be unfamiliar to many people and
unwelcome to some. Some users will
be required to give up self-interest
in favor of the public interest, It will
cause hardships, perhaps, or at least
inconvenience.

Priorities will have to be reor-
dered. Agriculture and irrigation,
which has been an unchallenged
king for so many years, will be
weighed according to the same set
of values as municipal interests,
manufacturing and business inter-
ests, environmental and recreation-
aland power interests.

The Department of Natural Re-
sources is trying, with this and other
actions, to figuratively plow a fur-
row through unbroken prairie. Now
is the time for wisdom, not conten-
tion.

Look beyond this year’s water use
to the water that will be needed by
the grandchildren and great-grand-
children of today's Nebraskans. If
the people of today don't look that
far ahead, the questionable prac-
tices and the water mismanagement
of the past win, And the new Nebras-
ka, the Nebraska of the future and
the people who popitiate it, lose.
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By Midkeele Linck
— Jourmal staff witer
DAKOTA CITY — The Pi-

| geon/Jones Creek watershed is

a 32-square-mile area just

| southwest of: Hubbard, Neb.,

and about 10 miles from Sioux
City. Its cresks and “rainfall
eventually find their way into
the Missouri River

People are hoping that in a
faw .years they won't have to

explain where it is anymore —-

except perhaps 40 . campers,

fishers and hikers, Bilkers and -
| equestrians locking for a nice

trail. .

Among those working to es-

tablish a 200-acre lake in the

'|.ared end surround. ¥t with
| recreation opportunities are .
| conservationists. from the
| Papio<Missovri RiverNarural -

|'Resources Diswict They have .
‘been " working for more than .

five years on 5 comprehensive,

{ roulti-use solufion to-a Jist of
‘soil.conservation. problems .
that plague 'the. hilly-to-flat

watershed. - ;.
"The goal is to get abdot 65
percent of the funding for she

‘oughly ‘§7,5 million project

from the Nebraska Department

. progress, report

Plans on track for multi-use lake near Hubbard

Conservation lake has recreation bonus

of Environmental Quality’s
Resource Development Fund,
The rest will come from local
government and other sources.

On Monday,
Staven  Olt-
mens, P.
MRNRD gen-
eral manager,
and Ralph Puls,
thé NRDs land
and water proj-
ects coordina- R
tor, gave 2 LRUNME

to the Dakata
Cousgy . Com:

copies Of “the -extensive “pre--

feasihility sedy” dame by the |
profegsional enginfcring firm, -
Olssoh and Associates. .

Ohmans askcd the commis-

. sion ‘to think abowt the road

{mprovements that will be’

nesded and how the county -

might contribute to the project

. that way.

He said 200th Strest would ¥

need to be elevated and graded:.-

with an eye tw belng paved in’
the future. The street will bi-

sect the new lake, somewhat
like & canseway, if the prelimi-

hary site plan is followed.
Olcmans  said the NRD
would have

cost cstimates
on the various
road projects
by the end of
Jannary and
sugpested that
if 200th Strest
s pot on the
statc’s list for
" aid, the county
t might consider
.. -listing it. The
.commissiontrs, who- were al-
peady familiar with-the project,

Listencd o the.updatc but made

no commitments. - -

This fiscal year, the “sqiehf

" tific stdy” is the main step in

+the ongoing process. Datd on

‘the watershed’s history of

flood damage and the qualiry
of the min-off watef are being
gathered and analyzed. Land

.acguisition for the lake projeet

«could begin ir fiscal 2007, and
-construction in 2008.
*This is opr first attempt at a

recreation site,” Olimans told
the commissioners. He said the
lake would probably have a 3
mph gpeed Limit to limit shore
erogion. It will be ap average
of 19 feet deep, with areas that
are as much as 35 feer deep.

The lake will be craated by a
Jarge dam near its north end, ar
Dam Site 15, But consérvation
efforts aren’t waiting for the
big lake,

The NRD is also buildipg 2
series of 14 small dams, or
weirs, to slow and spread the
runoff so it carries less soil
with it and helps decrease
flooding. One dam hes been
built and three are under con-
struction. The NRD will ‘build
two or three a year The whole
package .of measures also in-
chides more buffer strips, ter-
races, sediment basins and
small farm. ponds, Puls said.

Puls said the only way to gat
such a project funded is 1o
come up with a multi-use solu-
non, including recreation. Olt-
mans predicted the amenities
would be used by perople fromn
Omaha as well as Sioux City
apd the surrounding area. ..



New water rules are
director’s last act

~20-0F
By Davip HENDEE
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

On his last day on thé job Fri-
day, Roger Patterson approved
rules the state will use when
making its annual designation
of which river basins have wa-
ter that is fully spoken for.

As director of the Nebraska
Department of Natural Re-
sources for
six years, Pat-
terson helped
craft alaw de-
signed to help
the state bet-
ter manage
both its sur-
face water
and underground water.

That law, approved last year,
requires the department to an-
nually assess the water supply
ineachriverbasin.

It’s an attempt to prevent the
types of overdevelopment and
shortages in the growing
Omaha and Lincoln areas, for
example, that could spawn wa-
ter restrictions.

Roger Patterson
approves basin
management
regulations on his
final day on the joh.

“The whole idea is to start
planning before we're in trou-
ble,” said Ann Bleed, the depart-
ment deputy director who be-
comesacting director,

“It’s a lot easier to tell a new
(water) user that they’re not
going to use as much water as
they hoped, versus telling an
existing user that they have to
cut back,” she
said.

The most
controversial
element of the
rule is the
-standard the
department
will use to de-
fine boundaries of a fully appro-
priated basin, where the state
and local natural resources dis-
tricts will jointly manage water.

The agency will use a stricter
formula than the state’s natural
resources districts wanted to
define the areain which surface
water and underground water
are connected.
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Budget approval
for 2 Papio dams
derided as ‘waste’

By Marion RHoDES
WORLD-HERALD STAFFWRITER

Drawing up preliminary de-
sign plans for two controversial
dams in Washington Countyisa
“waste' of money,” the chair-
man of the county’s Board of
Supervisors said.

The board of directors of the
Papio-Missouri River Natural
Resources District has ap-
proved a budget that included
an allocation of $625,000 for the
preliminary design of two large
dams andlakes north of Omaha,

As proposed, building the Pa-
pillion Creek dams -- one creat-
ing a 1,900-acre lake and the
other creating a 365-acre lake
— would require that several
Washington County roads be
closed. That would require
county approval, according to
statelaw,

The Washington County
board unanimously voted last
yearto opposethe dams.

“That position has not
changed one little bit,” said
board Chairman Duane Wilcox
of Kennard, Neb.

Wilcox said he considers the
design plans to be a way for the
NRD to intrude more and more
into the county.

Steve Oltmans, general man-
ager for the NRD, said the pre-
liminary design process is nec-
essary to answer questions the
county board members and tax-
payers of the district may have
about plans for the dams.

“We didn’t anticipate that
they're on our side at this
point,” he said.

The plans will explore the im-
pactthe dams would have onthe
county’s infrastructure and
whether it is possible to relo-
cate several roads.

A big focus will be on the spe-
cific land rights the district
would need to acquire to build
the dams, Oltmans said. Propos-
als show that the projects would
fully or partially affect 100
properties, most of which are in
Washington County.

The NRD board has never
voted to move forward with the
Washington County dams,
which are included in an up-
dated multireservoir pian that
hasn’tbeen formally approved.

Paul Woodward, the dis-
trict’s water engineer, said the
board is acting under a policy
that was adopted more than 214
years ago stating that “it is the
policy of the district to seek
ways to fund and construct the
remaining original 21 Corps of
Engineers flood control reser-
voirs that are feasible, more
than likely through public-pri-
vate partnerships.”

The county has the support —
at least for now — of the state
senators representing the area,
Mick Mines of Blair and Dwite
Pedersen of Elkhorn.

Pedersen said his opinion
will depend on the district’s fu-
ture plans. He said he opposes
the use of tax money for public-
private partnerships resulting
in recreation projects that
would mainly benefit private
developers.

Mines called the NRD's ap-
proach “very clumsy.”
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Full speed ahead

sarpy County Court OKs an agreement among
Judge George N tio the district, the City of
Thompson gave ::D cooperation Papillion and the de-
the Papio-Missouri th developers ciopers -of Shadow
River Natural Re- to strengthen Lake Towne Center
sources District a flood control. and Shadow Lake sub-

well-deserved vote of

confidence recently. He tossed out
of court alawsuit that could have put
an end to the district’s beneficial
public-private partnerships with de-
velopers.

The resources district has worked
with subdivision developers in re-
cent years to plan and construct
flood-control lakes in conjunction
with subdivisions. The developers
donate land and money and, in re-
turn, get the benefit of lakes; public
access is included. This plan, de-
vised because of the increasingly
high cost of land in Douglas County
and surrounding counties, has saved
the taxpayers millions of dollars.

Thompson cut the trial short in or-
der to issue his ruling favoring the
Papio-Missouri River NRD. The
lawsuit was filed by five Washing-
ton County couples who challenged

‘ division.

Interestingly, the civil action may
have been.a pre-emptive strike
against the Papio-Missouri River
NRD. During the trial, an attorney
for a developer suggested that the
couples sued merely to set a prece-
dent to prevent a similar project in
their county. That project, proposed
in the resources district’s flood-con-
trol plan, would create a lake that
could flood the couples’ Washington
County land.

The district’s partnership policy
with private developers is an excel-
lent example of the wise use of NRD
quthority and taxpayer dollars. It
promotes flood control, it fosters
sound development and it gets the
job done at less cost. What is there
for Thompson — and other taxpay-
ersinthe district—not tolike?



Senator floats idea to fund state water law

#l Money from a property tax on irrigation
equipment would be diverted to resources
districts to aid a year-old program.

F-i5-o4
By Davin HENDEE

WORLD-HERALDSTAFFWRITER
KEARNEY, Neb. — State Sen.

Ed Schrock of Elm Creek. is .

floating an idea to divert about
$8 million a year to local natural
resources districts from Ne-
braska counties and schools.
“I'll have some county offi-
cials unhappy,” Schrock said
Wednesday during a meeting of

the State Water Policy Task
Force’s executive committee.

The funds involved are col-
lected from a personal property
tax on irrigationequipment. The
money would be earmarked for
resources districts to use ip
monitoring water levels and wa-
ter-appropriations in basins des-
ignated by the state as fully or
over-appropriated.

“] know it's a western Ne-
braska problem,” Schrock said
of restrictions created in areas
where water is fully spoken for
or overused. “But the line is
creeping east.”

Schrock is chairman of the
Legislature’s Natural Re-
sources Committee and co-

_¢hairman of the task force.

The state aid to education for-
mula - would replace doilars lost
by local schools under Schrock’s
plan, according to a report from

-the Legislative Fiscal Office.

Schrock’s plan-was added to
the mix of ideas.on how to fund
the estimated $10 million

needed for the state’s year-old
water law. ’

Fugene Glock of Rising City,a
task force member who is lead-
ing the search to find a way to
fund the water law, said
Schrock’s plan may not work.

“County boards don’t want to
lose revenue, because they'real-
ready at the taxing limit set:by
the Legislature,” hesaid. - -

. Ron Bishop, general manager
of the Central Platte Natural Re-
sources District based in Grand

- Island, said state and local gov-

ernments should split - the -
$10 million cost. LER
See Water: Page2

Water: New law needs funds

Continuedfrom Page 1

Ideas for raising the $5 mil-
lionlocal share includeincreas-
ing resources district taxing
authority by 1 cent; a
$10-per-acre fee on irrigated
farmland; and a fee based on
the number of inches of water
pumped from the ground or di-
verted from a stream.

Bishop said the options were
tools for resources districts.
Don Adams, executive director
of the pro-irrigation Nebras-
kans First group, objected.

“These aren’t tools,” Adams
said. “They’re taxes and fees.
Let'scallthem whatthey are.”

Mike Clements, general man-
ager of the Lower Republican
Natural Resources District,
said the state should pay the en-
tire cost. That's because it was

g

the state government that
agreed to the settlement with
Kansas over flows in the Re-
publican River that led to re-
strictions on Nebraska irriga-
tors.

Dave Sands, a task force
member, proposed a ballot is-
sue initiated by the Legislature
in which Nebraskans would
vote on earmarking sales tax
revenue to fund the Water Re-
sources Trust Fund. The fund
would pay for statewide water
efforts, including the water
law. .

Committee members hope to
resolve the funding issue this
fall, along with finding a way to
provide Nebraska communi-
ties with certainty that they will
he allocated a reliable supply of
water.




hew
A character debate ;. -os

t remains diffi- Wisely planned giant urban sprawl?
I Clllt, though less development New or improved
so vear by year, to

imagine the 56 miles of
Interstate 80 between
the MissouriRiver and
the Lincoln airport
with homes and busi-
nesses along its entire
path.

That day may be coming. The
early signs can be seen in business
campuses sprouting here and there
between Omaha and Lincoin. So it
isn't premature to consider how o

preserve the picturesque quality of

the [-80 corridor and the character

of towns along the route, including

Waverly, Greenwood, Ashland and
Gretna.

Leaders from those communities
recently met in Ashland in the wake
of talks between their Omaha and
Lincoln counterparts on billing the
two cities as a single metropolitan
areaand promoting the corridor.

The four towns recognized that if
promotion of the “Ea; brask.

jon Zone” created by Legis-

that make them attractive bedroom,
Sommunities eannot help but be al-

tered.

For now, a good 30 miles of trees
and hills and the Platte River greet
1-80 travelers between Waverly and
Nebraska Highway 370. The vista
can be lush and green in the sum-
1;101311", pleasantly polychromal in the

all.

‘The drive along U.S. Highway 6,
the most direct link between the
towns, is attractive (and will be
more so if Ashland succeeds in its
drive to clean up the indescribably
ugly junkyard at the entrance toits
charming downtown).

How much of this area’s physical
allure could be maintained if sub-
urbs of Lincoln and Omaha met ina

can keep towns
in I-80 corridor
from melting
into homogenous
suburban stew.

highways, while nec-
essary to handle in-
creased traffic and
commerce, have away
of sprouting growth
themselves. Expan-
sion of I-80 from four .
to six lanes and the planned East

Beltway around Lincoln will leave

their mark on the corridor’s charac-
terintime.
So would a freeway now being en-

" visioned to.encircle the Omaha-

Council Bluffs metropolitan area in
20 years, just as Interstaies 80, 680
and 29 once looped a smaller Omaha.
It would have to cross 1-80 near
Gretna, bringing fueling stations,
motels, restaurants, offices and
homes. :

It takes good planning to keep
such developments from over-
whelming a community. Inthe great -
metropolitan areas of this country,
one suburb often blends drearily in-
to the next, with cookie-cuiter devel-
opments and little but road signs to
set communities apart.

Encouraging physically diverse
developments can help minimize ho-
mogenization. So can businesses
that broaden the job base without si-
phoning off shoppers from home-
grown downtowi retailers —a point
made at the Ashland meeting.

The best outcome for Gretna, Ash-
land, Greenwood and Waverly may
be visible in areas like Benson, Flor-
ence, Millard and Havelock. Al
have succeeded at maintaining a dis-
tinctive identity within larger cities.

If the four I-80 towns can do like-
wise, the entity that grows around
them hasa chancetopreserveone of
its best assets: its ability to offer
big-city benefitsand small-town vir-
tues in bountiful measure.
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Ap art exhibit featuring the
work of three Siouxland area
artists is among the special
acdvities planmed for today’s
(Thursday) open house at the
pew “"pne-stop madii-agency”
Natural Resources Center (NRC),
1505 ‘Broadway, Dakora City.
The open bouse is scheduled for
nopn through 7 pom.

wildlife and natore artists
highlighted in. the exhibit
include Jack Vitito, South Slowx
City; Darin Maurer, Sioux City
{(formerly of Grand Island) and
Deb Gingler-Copple, Hubbard.

Grilled hamburgers, brats,
beverages, and desserts will be
available for open house guests.

The new statg-of-the-art facili-

. ty, opened in early June, honses

the. USDA Farm Service Agency
Natural Resources
Conservation Sexvice (NRCS) and
thie Papio-Missouri River Natural
Resowrces District (NRD). The
NRD's Rural Water Project office
is also housed at the new site, .

“Dakota City's donation of

land pecessary for the building

'NRC open house
features art exhibit

and parldng was crucial to the
development of the project”
sa3d Kelly Fravel, district secre-
tary, Papio-Migsouri River NRD.
“The staff here at the Natural
Resonrces Center feels very for-
tunate to have such a state-of-
the-art building where we can
efficiently serve the residents of
the county." Fravel added.

The Papio-Missouri River NRD

has staff and offices throughous -

it six-county area, which
includas all @Gf Dakota,
Washingron, Douglas, Sarpy
Counties, and portiops of
Thurston and Burt Countes,
Having a co-location with USDA
agencies - provide: maximum
efficiency for the agency in car-
rying out resources develop-
ment programs and projacts.
Additional information on the
Papio-Missouri River Natural
Resources District (VRD) is avail-
able on the agency wehbsite:
www_papionrd.org or by contact-

.ing the Dakota City field office

at: 484-4945

ooz



"By Doug Barber E g
Edlitor 9’—* 2
The Blalr City .Counc1l

has approved a master plan

to develop- the California
BendsectionoftheMissouri
Ri\‘rerforpublic-recreational'
access. -

After a. presentatmn by
John Royster of Big Muddy
WorkshopInc,, the-consult-
ing firm that devéloped the
plan, the counecil voted
unammously to accept the

y1‘f‘¢/t/f VJJ& ‘
fros SNl

. cluding 80acres o the west
~ ‘bank ofthe riveri

clists, but no m o)
hlcles wauld be

prlses about; 4221

“Idlike tosay this is how

: Lewis and Clark. saw the

Mlssourl R1ver,” Royster

e saideftheé area.:

' Blair.

| Paﬂio%Miéiée’"‘ viRiver N

ral Resources. District te”‘
pubhcaccessvzaatraﬂ w1th:

Bend area would be at the

south end’via'atrail. from;
the Optunlst Park. Royster

sald the master plan-also
Lo : d- d:* city, trail system. that is be-

otld probably’

t' phase of the development

. fron__lthesouthandlmprove-

) Clcest
RoYstersaldthe proposal' o
hasmetthereqmrementsof

‘ ‘ 4butsomeconcernswerealso-
_raised, including litter, en-

L Adeess to ;the Califérnia’ forcement of rules and laws

The total estimated cost
ofdevelopmgthemmaltraﬂ

5,000. _Addmgthe

5 cure 7-10 acres:of rlght
way, whlchlsnotmcluded

“in the cost estimate: .

If the initial plan for the-
trail from. the south meets
federal requirements, fed-
eral funds may be available
topay up. to 80 percent ofthe

Several people spoke in
favor ‘of the development,

and oversight. _

Thelong-range; plan if the
area were to be- developed
would be to connect it to the

- froms ori ie’] ing developed and to add it
bendto CattonwoodMarma, ‘
: hut that °

to the master plan for that
pro;ect too
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No emergency (vet

istorically, Nebraska the bank” upstream
H Nebraska and and Iowa for possible future use
Iowa are i in the event the

downstream states.
For the most part,
their hydrologic for-
tunes lie with the phi-
losophy that their
upriver neighbors must be magnani-
mous in not excessively using or im-
pounding the water.

Thus Nebraska has joined in mul-
tistate agreements to be sure it re-
ceives a fair share of the North
Platte and South Platte Rivers.

Similarly, Nebraska and Iowa in-
terests have been critical, at times,

of efforts in the Dakotas and Mon-

tana to keep more Missouri River
water in the upstream reservoirs for
irrigation, wildlife and recreation.
(The major exception to this pat-
tern, for Nebraska, is the Republi-
can River, which flows from
Colorado into Nebraska and then in-
to Kansas, making Nebraska in this
instance both an upstream and a
downstream state.)

Now dry conditions elsewhere ate
causing some people to rethink their
traditional upstream-downstream
reactions. '

The governor of Missouri has ad-
vanced a request that more water be
sent down from the Dakotas and
Montana to bolster the barge indus-
try on the drought-lowered Missis-
sippi River. This raises a question
for the Midlands: Would that water
do more good flowing down the Mis-
sissippi to float barges? Or left “in

from downriver,

now have reason

to look gratefully
upstream.

drought persists and
worsens?

The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers on
Tuesday said no to the
governor’s request. John Paul
Woodley, an assistant secretary of
the Army whose responsibilities in-
clude the Corps, said: “I do not be-
lieve that an emergency situation
exists at this time.” He said low wa-
ter levels in the Mississippi can be
offset by a Corps project in which
the navigation channel is being
dredged. o

The Corps’ judgment appears
sound. Additional and unplanned re-
leases of water might augment cur-
rent navigational prospects, partic-
ularly downstream from St. Louis.
But at what cost to higher-priority
users while placing future pros-
pectsin further jeopardy?

And how much water would it take
to keep the Mississippi barges afloat
should the level drop even lower and
the Rocky Mountains receive sub-
normal snowfall in yet another
year?

In time of plenty, questions of allo-
cation often answer themselves. But
time of plenty is, for now, only afond
memory. The times now call for for-
bearance and sacrifice by the public
and, for the river’'s managers, both
the ability to conserve existing sup-
plies and the wisdom to allocate
them to the areas of greatest need.
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Blalr ley Coun Tués
day eveningand pgl_n’ced fo :

two young mens'ttlng ne
“to him.

'-“Ihopeyotlio at omgj. plac
étoid‘

this for the kids
the council.

It’shardtoi itk fabet e
V{0

ter reason for. the
centinue: plans to deyelop-
the California Bend along
the Mlssouri River forpub-
lic tige thdfi those boys who
' weré slttmg there, " 7.

The proposed fetreation
plan for Cahfornia Bénd,

which is located Just north
" wildlifé habitat. -
‘would be. another blg &tep -
_in the continuing. develop .

of Blair along thé Missotit1,

. mentof “qualltyoﬂife ag-

‘tors that. will cortihtie to=‘

. attract and keep people m
the oommumty

Imagine - taking an!;
evening or mornmg stro]la-
orhlcxcle ‘
ride) ‘alofig the propoéed"

. (orasetiousr

, paved trail: that would Fun:
" the length of the bend: You"
might stop to fish at one of]

_ the threé areas that would:

be handlcapped access1ble
Smoe_ Caliornia Bend is!

] key or oth

hé :walk or ]ust enJoy the °
" beauty-of the water and

refuge resto-f_
the Papio-

_the ohannels on the 1slands‘ be

 Rhoddbs, Co
ribihi Rftbades

wildlifé: The Optimist Park

xt. - fillg on nnportant need by -

to the river:

Developmg Callforma :
Band ‘would add to thatby -
providing a controlled ac- -
cesstotheriveron the edge
of town. Ifdoné p operly* B

will ‘let people get to the
river; but not dlsrupt the

-That’s not to say some
cotieerns about the Salifor-
ntendmasterplandonot

~neéd to be addressed: Sécu
. Fity, litter and maintendnce

ate thred areas that need to.

'be hammered ot (all of

Wthh wolild be a lotéasier .
todo if Washington County .
had chitisen to get | inyolved

‘i the prajee t).

But the €ity should not

et the chitice of problems
| outWeight he
bénéfi’c of d_giveiopmg Cali-

potentlal

for public ac-

It mlgh havé to, bé done
_ Iﬁ eps Over stavéral

fublzsherKen
and Edztor
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HAPPENINGS around the Region

The oldest standing structure in Mills County was moved recently, the third time it has been moved since it was built in
1856. The log cabin was first moved from its original location in Deer Creek Township in 1936 to a site just east of Malvern. It
was used there by area Girl and Boy Scouts for outings until the late 1960s. Later, because of road construction, it was moved
to Paddock Park near the library. This time it has been moved to another location in the park because of the Maivern Library
Building Project. The cabin will be repaired and the new site landscaped with prairie grasses, wildflowers, split rail fence and
walkways.

Work could begin this fall on an extensive fandscaping project on South 24 Strest in Council Bluffs. Shrubs, grasses and
several hundred trees will be planted along a new, raised median on South 24" Street between the Interstate 80/29
interchange and South Omaha Bridge Road. The $650,000 project will be paid for by the lowa West Foundation.

A proposed community center in Carson was cne of five projects in lowa that recently received funding from the
Community Attractions and Tourism {CAT)} grant program. The city plans to construct a community center that will include a
kitchen, stage, fithess room, senior center, community hall, and meeting room for the American Legion. The total project cost is
estimated to be $1,344,448; the CAT grant is for $400,000.

The Sunpu Gate, now being assembled at the Lauritzen Botanical Gardens in Omaha by Japanese craitsmen using
handmade tiles, bamboo and other materials from Japan, will be dedicated this fall. The ornate gate, a gift from Omaha’s sister
city, Shizuoka, Japan, is a scaled-down version of the entry to the former Sunpu Castle built in 1585 by shogun leyasu
Tokugawa. The donation honors the 40™ anniversary of the sister city relationship between Omaha and Shizuoka. The gate is
the first piece of the proposed $56 million Japanese garden at the Lauritzen Gardens. When the garden is compieted by
Japanese craftsmen using centuries-old designs and traditions, it will cover six acres and feature streams, waterfalls, and
boulders,

CNN recently chose Papillion as one of the Best Places to Live in 2005, The city was ranked No. 23 on the list based on a
number of factors, which included weather, household income, home costs and price gains, tax rates and auto insurance
premiums, Also considered in the ranking were quality and availability of education, the air pollution index, and crime rates.
Leisure and culture also affected the rating.

A new landmark now greets drivers as they enter Blair on Highway 133 - a one-million gallon water tower that is adorned
with three logos - the green tree of the City of Blair, the purple paw print of the Blair Bears, and the red letter “D" for Dana
College. The 135-foot tall water tower will service participating rural water customers in an area between Highway 133, U.S.
Highway 75 and County Road P32. Blair will supply the water as part of a 25-year agreement between the Papio-Missouri
River Natural Resources District and the city. Blair, the NRD and Washington County are partners in the project.

Planning has been underway for some time for the
quasquicentennial celebration Macedonia will hold on September 16

and 17. Events will include both regular and kiddie parades, buffafo
chip throw, baby contest, focd stands, bake sale, and more. One of the CA LE N DAR

highlights will be a Civil War Camp at the school park.

Boyer Chute National Wildlife Refuge, which is just east of Fort
Calhoun in Washington County, received new honors this summer. The
Audubon Society determined that the refuge qualified as an Important
Bird Area because it supports species whose poputations are of ;
concern, and the U.S. Department of the Interior designated the six e
miles of trail that wind through the refuge as a National Recreation Trail. o MAP, AU

fiices.Closed

Unincorporated Minecla in Mills County will celebrate its
quasquicentennial in September and organizers of the celebration are
hoping to have a display showing information about all the country

3’0“1%1‘. rﬁ.&Eihan

schools that once existed in the county. Approximately seventy rural . ettt S .
schools operated at one time or another in the county from before the = 2:00 p.m.- Project Review.
beginning of the twentieth century into the 1960s. Most of the school : TR e sy
buildings have been torn down, same were used on farms, some 29...1:30 p.m.- Board of Directors

remodeted into homes and some, such as the one in Glenwood Lake
Park, have been restored for display.

“




Garden combines educatlon pollmatlon

By STEPHANIE QUEEN _
Leader staff writer F— -kl

“Hands-on - learning” must be
the motto in the environmental ed-
ucation classes at Bellevue East
High School.

An enclosed grassy. courtyard
on the East carmpus is now a living
garden and animal habitat that was
planted almost entirely by envi-
ronmental education studenits.. - .-

: Science-teacher: Cindy. Seeba [
propesed putting in'the-garden last . : ny
vear:as @ way to educate her stu- SRR
dents and beautify the-campus.

“Environmental .education. stu-
dents need to learn about the enyi-
romment outside,” - she said. -
“(Ihere s)ynot much habitat wi

00 grars
a:y Seeba’s classes, along w:th i
science.  teacher’. . Bruce . V¥
‘Bartholow’s enwronmental-f:edﬁ— '

cation class, drew out plans for the: “Kevin Cheairs; a

garden. . .o 0 who took.Seebals' envu'onmenml'-
"The school decided to-donate* - education:class last year: %
an additional $1,000to the garden. 'I‘he Test of the garden was .

St covered me matenals, sa1d - strictly a labor of Iove The pond
and fountain gracing one end of”
. the garden were put in at no cost.
- by Joel Dix, a teacher at Mission'” " -

M1dd1e School. All of the plants-

a-senior .at East

neir Gma DlMauro and Jesse Clark sit around the pend -
. hab_tat they helped plant for envmnmenta! educateon classes. at Belle-

\rS‘baphanle Gueen ‘

and ﬂowers m thie garden were do-
“nated: by students and thelr fami-
lies. - :
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[ think that makes it more spe-
cial,” Seeba said.

Construction began on the gar-
den the first week of May. Stu-
dents in three different classes
hauled dirt through the cafeteria
every day, planted an herb garden
and flowers, mulched, watered,
weeded and landscaped the court-
yard to make it into a living habi-
tat and a place of beauty.

The 50-minute class periods
were just short enough for the pro-
ject to take threc weeks, although
some students were excused from
other classes to work on it all day.

“Everybody did something,”

ce

Garden

Secba said::

The garden was kept up. by stu- '

dents over the summer who came
in to weed, water and refill the
pond when it ran dry.

The efforts have paid off, from
the beauty and the lessons taught,
to the animals that now call it
home,

“From the day we built it, 1
never saw a bird there,” Seeba
said. “Now there are birds and in-
sects everywhere. It’s definitely a
habitat for some animals now.”

Cheairs and senior Gina Di-
Mairo love the fact the new gar-
den and habitat sets their school
apart.

“Hardly any other school has

‘an opportumty to.do thJs,” D]Mau-

ro said.

“(People say) ‘“Why can’t my
school have that?” ” Cheairs said.

Seeba said the work on the gar-
den even inspired some of her stu-
dents to work for landscapers this
surmer.

“We might have hooked some
kids to a mew profession,” she
said.

To continue the project for new
students in her classes, Seeba
plans to plant bulbs for the spring
and see the garden and habitat at-
tract more animals.

“There’s always work to do in
a garden,” Seeba said. “Tt’s a labor
of love.”




